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[iiiri^Liima, 4 l 4 iuu of Alimood^ ^ d!Ui|^ of ilie indiaa ri vtj^.. laccciiint of a drcraj- 
ful iiomi in Gu^'fKL# minfe ofcrcF&ziii^ tbc Oux;<init riven, .maiigu . Jam- 

Luncvr pitrgiiiinA., pknliHil ^rrop*,-gcueml rffetlt* of fkiiiiiie hi Hiiida4t4Ui^, 
phJlicotiiira of A dfeadful fatitinf. lii itie pmvjQCfa.. BriLLiLi buinuiiUy ou 

tliiii OfTCflSJon. ^ wwn of J*iLnb(*s«tT. ^Ciurry. , tHuiioo , Coalie^^ » tribe 

of rfibbefitt,poetien! deseripUua of a Huido^P Tiling. mHtuier of troveUm^^, 
broltipbite kkc^ Mild * pHrinr diig%.*cnohiM>u» geogtnpliy of Plhiy^^iar 

lluuvx muuiiLLiJl^^* river vbi. > rurlbcr aceuunt of Lhe Couliei.»tkefr eOiintiT 

^ m m 

described. «Cambny [lur^uiiua., reninin^ ot uutiquity near Caoibny. »C]irTiba[«, 
nnciettt iiiUiitv * pillnr of Fi^ftiiee Shub#. of tbe a ver)'crpnoii* 

re^areb+.reiembbtu'e JMnwonii Uk«i Uiriilt^o and Mnglidi nE%$ivn]A,, ibia»jftbi- 
llooli, mid Vusto Piija.-Mngiilar eeri-iimnics of UiiidDO worship^ ,iJrange in 
coneepiion of a iTuiisflctlnn nt Diiiiboy t . cmet oppressiOTis by tbt nabob nf Cmn- 
bay^ 4 rninoufr tame of hh eotitiiry am) c^ipiuiL .nobk ebameter of Akber,.. arrival 
ai Cmitb&jfi and polite ri^^^epiiuti by ibe Nabob and Vizier^, de^mit 
imnit ai tbt VigieirV boa Persian eoiigninis at Ciinitiiiy,, itiagq idee tit je^eU,, 
tiio hiU of litsire^ mid tK^ean of lu^tri^ iwo transcentiiint dJaiuonJi in Fefdia,, 
Taebt-Tsw^j the peacoek tinone. ,iiv vitint.,, coumierce of Canibay in the reign 
nf Queen /it? rntniCT opolmiee. < caa»eJ t>f Ju deoliiie* ^ Dr. {iubciti»m% 

pkinre ofn Ilindun ftijuli proved lo be ermncims.i ivild lu Gu^emt... tlli- 

rovtiry iif Jiemf ^, perilotrB aHvenfitrr of a cottipatiy uf ^porlamen onthm oceo^ion 
„ 4 rlepiirtiiire friiiu Cmnbay. 4^jiJli^i4*»Oiiieetat villager mid eiiltlvaftnih .bcaatv nf 
lire ariUrlojitii--i^ubali olfGu^^rat ui the tcign of Akber.. dkision nf Ihr empire 
&t ibikl ^H.^ricHT.. vslaobk oxen ki Gaze rat. .hordes in EiilUd. ..ancierjt ^ptetidor of 
CiUzernt.,. beautiful inpiii?o)enm? ut BetwBlu i^^lTetiUoTiale YeFicratinn for rho dead 
in Hiuckrtiiut. ♦dwriiptioii nf ilw Taje ni Agra*»estimate of thu expriicie^ 

Iu building ibai a^otnlturfuJ fttructuire*^ iLurt compart^an with SoIotnonV temple iiH 

Jemsakfap- *, ^,»«* +1 ^^ ^ ^ .««*. *«-. ^. * *.«.«««-« 1 ^ - * ^««* - + * * * # 


CEtAFTER XXX. 

Descriptkii of Abmerl^boi].. when built by Submi AUm4::tL 1 iti foimi^ EDugutEutlm 
aud great decay> e^cimpared vritb Nlneveb and BabyJtin.-cniitrast hcru'eeu Um 
Mogul palaocs ui>d Mahmup liovelsp*ine|aiicbDly fituarinn of the reduced Alognl 
Ibmiliti. p eharitin in Ilitiilmiiah4 tear^viiiidCLPie^, .ihoiie on ihe royal rooda de- 
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scri^icd^. JuDuna-mnjjff] al AliOKHd-abod, iit tmcammaii gmnJcur nnd extent., 
tomb of siilun Ahmed, .tno»qite$ of SujaMt Khium. .ivory tqtmjufr. .dnnidiiit 
tieai^.jiubiic wdf» and ftunedot-t*..pohecs and gardLTis.,cjty of duti-.banim] 
liospiliil. .gold formerly Fajii»l tlictr,. pubJio hunimnms-. ncivs wrilwi. - Kolmrei 
Hncommoii jmlniyra.,Dotoh buiyirvg-ground..J>nich And En^nali furtories., 
irndeai ihnt lime.,menufnctuits..ortjitA,.Poriian and Mogul beaaltes..tnnses 
in Mjii,.!Oi«wolflQQiB and mraque at Serenze..pnlnce and gmdeii* at Sliali- 
Bliaog.. iMirk aiid pleasurf-ground*., Zenana, .arrangeinem iu Akbcr^ bamtu.. 
D:ima«uB fose,.ottiir of roB«.. XurwV wel), s moil wslly atmeture,.aepukhita 
ofMoliOTicdaii Iiuiws., Narwaltee, the ancient capiul of Gujsrrat. .conquentl by 
Afghani., indolent and peaoeahle etianieicr of the rimdow. .becanit an easy 
vooqueattn tliej^ northera invadert..immense pJimder,.sidcndid tsaw oftbaii 
monarchs,. tbe celeadfll bride, a sorgeoonemple etaeted by Balian Mabmood.. 
.\rglmiiii itmqaered by die Mogul Tartars, .ch-uuoter of nmur-Limg.. his dreatf. 
fill cruelty in dw massacte: at I>e|hi..bii posienty to die beginning of the eigh- 
teendi century, .declining ttaletifllia euipii^ and asurpibn of the nabolu.. 
liie i-ause of Abmcd-abad anil Crtoibrtv becoming itidejieudaiit.. Ahmed^abnd 
conquered by tbe Mahrattas. .nabob (liea to Cambay, and py» tribute to tlmi 
pwen. taken by the EngHslt under GenuroJ Goddard.. Avoeti Ai[tM;ni-,.AJtlicr., 
Abol F(ixeJ..bi4 sublime and beautiful preface lo tbe Institutes of Akber. . lucces- 
SDr» TO ihai em]>cruT..Apiendid laate of the Mogul pri lilies', .the UeiriutedkhaE^, a 
miignificem ball ia the palnce of Shah Alliim, d«icrihcd..rerteciton, on the 
Mogul biatory,... ii-t 
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depredations of the Coolies.. lJur*orsi. .return to ClambHy,. vmnmer patneea and 
pnlens,. palace m Cnttek, .oorreapinliiiiiK- witb Mira ZummnDii, vizier of 
Cmnhay. ftheti didgmcnl by dm tfobob..Siddre9 and nTtcridniits rm the nabob,. 
rtaweiy in India.. ponnUt of an .\daiic sovereign, .croclty arzeminiUia and offi, 

cera oTgoverintiPni., pnxdiflK of slave*., .. nl DiJ Gusba,, 

gurdeiu,. temple uf foiunaJn*:, luxory of an oriemol eveaing..pTiijtnu..diU]c- 
Jng-girts,.songs,.poetry.. Ptnmn staiijias and liKtsitlvy.,IVrsinn professed 
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Cambay*.ill uHOrfiUotiiiof Scripitire bjr mCf^erti in Indin,. 

Vcili 4 UTi^*i fatal tt^nd^LUtj nf iafidetily id India. . DaviJ Huuie..ilj^ 

criminalioh In Lhe qnental epictininitieDtA at lo food PJid prei^utA of 

m acriptnfe eaplainctl iVoid Huroer, maA tniidem ttmniici^ in tfindditlim 
..fiirtli«£r tlliifttratioiii. .nnniliarity of die Inftifiar Mahomdiantai gr^ai 
lid I ^ of Asiatic fctuulet.. tenti aiui pavilions., palanqnms. 
of Ahauuieriisi conlrfl«<'d with modern entertamment**, great siiailaritj of aneteni 
mid modem detponsm. .plncclj bamjyct frooi a Persian ttory,«Lfiielligetit hrali- 
wiiu^..depmture fruta Cambay,,retit^eLlons on tbe joinney ^^^, l6l 
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« ,initru<^iiont of the British roinmaudidg * success of ilie eiUiirrprbe*, cap¬ 
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Dbuboy.. corrospoddojECti vriib Ke^or Khnn^ chief of Vazeriap *accoiiiit oftbe 
Blmiitij demanded as J&ecuriry fot the good behaviour of the Gracias^ psimikrity 
ill the biigunge and couduet, nf iliojie [leopK^, vriih seveial in iiucient timvi*.. 
trcalie» enierei] into with I lie Gtaciu chieffti}EVifc on Bhant iiecurity ~ hostage# tin 
ami peace restored. # Uiodoo legend of the Bhauti.. bards proclaim the 
praises of heroes^ Qudi Hjinatlines of famules^ .aeconnt of ifiC GharfinSj a sioiilar 
tribe. * astrologert and Mioiltiiuyer^ In Jlindc^ttii eoiupmed with Balanuip and llio^ 
in tlu^ Greciim and UotruLd annals, .a^lxology and geomancy taught In the Hiu* 
doo fiemTii aries-«schools instituted by Akber. .wi^c iromen of thif east known 
mnong the Ji'WVj Greeks^ aiid Romans^. oomidted chicBy hjr Invent in india* # 
one of iliem applied to by Zeida^.anecdote of ihii interesting fctnalc and im 
Euglifih gentlemaa^afier such mi mpplicAtmiti. warm iinagination and loity digbls 
of the PersTim ]x)ets«. ^ianra^ from ihe Yftief Zabkhu of Jumu, virtues of oinu 
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CflAinKR XXXflL 
Ejccuntiod vriih (Iw chief nf Bnirocfic, mid n pany^ through the EngH^li purgim- 
nftA m Giiz^mt.iUie eodd ddigUtful (or irnvelliiig,. Cqlibrer-Eurr,, bat^ 

of enOfidum &izc-.^rpenis. - coire of dttjr veaomoLii bite hy LuUabby, prstntor- 
clinmy uit^offote Dll lhar subjeccp« chaFBCier of LulJabhy,, wi^ijiiig» in Lii^ ramily 
*,behAViour wii ijie ili:Mtli of bis daughter*.dcscHpdon of ComlL. Kfloglitir.. 
BmibuJ forest?; inetinHl of kihiag ihe etitclu[iC4. .plea^oxii uiiujiierorLrjiveliuig^^ 
VanjArrah^i tlicir commefcia l joumeya mid eomfortA^ jJUfe of the paiiiti i|iiin-tK!^rer^ 
i *BUCcdote of a yiniDg UiiidtKi mother. - cooniry near Xioocc^. paai of 
* .de[ire<iiLtbii of tlie Muhmtin arntjen, ^ bemity and fertiUiy of Gu^enit. „rev]fii 
Cbuutlode^. Iliudoo uipmCiiiotu .que^tinm rei^jurirtitig thu rvdii» bmlimiu^.. 
HRAwered fiom Cmufurd'H Sketebea..Hmira1 at Dliubuy..Iniprovemeo^ of thul 
purgunaa^^iuiiierk^of war**Iciiter from the PriacresA Charlotte of Muekknbiirgli 
Strt liia toiJie King of Pmtiia, ..iugge^ted improveEnenta in agrickihuio sod leve^ 
nut.. lauded piupcriy in India,. ruoiiumia of Fowagliur,* Bra!em,, ihe capital of 
the Quiewaradt«eiibed..ioierH]r of tk: diirbat^^debmiebcd elimmctttf of Ipdum 
printers. Jimruin.. MBhomedau women,^mu^quei mid itpuldireu*,funeral eor^tjio- 
nlea. .grand we]ls»«in^cnptloot.. Kebekali mid El^great men liavet with 
tfoler in jim« ■ ttofie hridge, * pmviijion$< at Brodera. * cheapne^tt and nbitiiidance iii 
Ollier di«rict5.*ftw wants in India..sojicriar tkcaiuy of tke Broileni purgoiina. « 
loioft,, lotophagi. *Tnliioble prmluce of the districts, villages,, opprtssioui of go* 
v«rnmi?ot. .ebuti^aer tif Fuur Sibug,^luii titb5p4horn Oif rictoij. Jiiriiaiioa lo 
his duugUttr'a orpdding,* pteBcat^,. tuiecdott nt SlndU% durkir mpteting Ivlilliici 
, I magiiiBeent weddiog of Veneer AUy, chaiatrter of A^ur-ud-Dowlali, anecdote 
of Hyder Allyp and letter from ihai prince to Colonel W^ood*. leirer fmoi tlie 
Mithfatia Pciihivji to Gnorge the Third, .preienu on that <xY»ii 4 >ji iiiaigniliciutt 
eoiiipared with the mnniBeence of mident A^weieign^. aysiecu of opprwinn.« 
.4kber. * hoppy couseqiaCQees to hee^iweied from the powtrr and inllucneo of the 
Hrhidi government in India*. murii; of the Hindon». .cemanuiea at » lliiidw 
wdUliug, ^ciemation of tviduur#,«BoiLeiy of Eiitiv SihiijjV lieruidtp ^cbanibirr of 
mirrors. .Tippm SultaaVB il4X'}iJiig aptiitinent.. uubk miita ru KeUet'i cliajactcr 
. .competed wliU Alfred*, weighing of the royal peraoTi. .coina and tewU of Akber 
*«iodun2 rsipeen, « delighliht encuiupment ttemr Urodejm, .cold tn India,, trrrtelied 
«tate of tlte CbaaiJaijih»* * compared WJtk the liraliniioa, * kjtutme of i)ie ayAiem 
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Rna®.n«MeWtrroflhc (linilous..Mcab Gaiim mmiable <!buniCH 

fair. dcHiVi B»d cluvmcifif nf Uiroo Sand.. siuJiiJicC of hl» widow, .hfl aupcri&r 
cudowTinni#,,cuiinmred will) wkUrflt«d English famalcs..MsliomedaD vmmu 
. .exiTnonlinflrT (Jjanicicr of Av/ar, Ji Hinfloo (eniale iibllosopliCT anil oiilttbniltid 
amlior,, I'Klmcti frflm her wrilid.cs., . locuiits,, diitillfirt 

., |Ki(ter-.. t lindoi* tltixien.. flood*. - nvciago of annual .. ^45 

CHAPTEK XXXJV, 

Cession of Bnrochei Hbnboy^ and the Englhli ptirgBonub* in Gnacrei, to Uie Mob- 
Tattfls and Mnintujce Sindin, nt (lie ()«ace in 17t«. • of Malidajcc Sindia's fa¬ 
mily ill (lie Mubrattji stme.-illL^ntiOiMy of ibai rbieftnin..dis«n8l(nj9 in (he 
/amilv*-n 3 ‘sa 36 lhfni<}it of ,)eajee.,elfTntioit of Malidajee Sirtdin by Mnbdnjow,, 
cliQsen im-dintor of ibe iroalr of (leane belwcen (be EiigU*b and Msln^iutoi in 
1763. - the eliy ^nd dUtrict of Boroebe |iresei]ted to btm for this seryiee.. f>bii- 
boy end Zitinre ordtred to be surrendered to tlni MAbnafioi,. sorrow of tbcinltA- 
bitjinU of Bo roc he, anil tbtii belmviour on giting it np to (be Mabrait* govef- 
iinr..llnse facts opfioswl 10 ftirnicr iil-finuided (irquJiM* in Euglooii.-insianct-- 
oforiinitel graiilude., letleri fioni diifcrorit tiaiiven oflndin, .oobklwhftvtour of 
(be inliKbiliiuts of Dbuboy ort ilie repo it of its being rin*tored to the Mahraitai., 
present of Mindoo imu|;w brtiwghi lo Engkfiii, mill placed ill a temple erected 
for their tteeptjon., beonty iiud iHicultuiity of the nymphen Iohob. .events of the 
day on which Dliuhoy was to have been delivered s\t to the Malirniih poadit.. 
hi* niJn-arTiyal..disKiasioii of the bmliiniiis from my leaving dliuhoy..reasoua 
awlcni^ for their eondnci.. thrwt* and intended itiubustadc of die GiBciM.. the 
munlTW. and diviimlious coramunleulcd by the brnhmhit,. pper preseiitiil by die 
elder* of Dhiiboy, ttnting rhe happiness of tiMi Eugli*!i govemtneni, anil their 
tBjsorv nt its being withdrawn-. fensotis for iaserting it..translation of ihe addrots 
.divinattun of tlie (irscia stiothsaycn.. wrangenrent? in CDnseqncnee.. departure 
from Dhd boy., line* wnuen on ilie occasion-- proceed to Itarocbe., attack of ilie 
Gracituua my ficon,. murder of the cavalry officer, servant, and ttitendam*., 
further cmeltv and plamltr.-funeral processions., my narrow ee cape from the 
ttmhuw«le. -iroodjictoftiie teUtiom of die mnnlcred people, .general bcliaviour 
of Uin Mahouiedan womieo on *01^1' ocemion*.. inleniiorii of the fJtafms.hnrl ibey 
socceerled in my capture, .vaiknu (nodti of poi&oniug their prisonens. .effects of 
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dcktericus itriigs wn the t>orfT unt] ih^ minfl. - poiiaqn aptfing the .ftrco- 

rrty of pan tff uyr eirtcift,*»h«rp-«iia demh. ^Aiiecduie in cph^rjcieiice^«iknUi 
bv tliinit.-another Bcht^nie iif tlie Gnieiiis frojirtited^ ^ori^qtfil iPoreetied« « remarks 
on rt pariicnliir Provicleqce^. ^ ^j ^ i ^ • 1 ..■ p «.*.**. i.. ^^7 

CUAl*TElt XXpVV. 

Strikin.^ the BrUUli colours^ mid final de^wrinrc: from Hiimrfie. ^-iUuuiiqii of the Civil 
and tuilitufj tcrviuiUon Uml eiflabiyifBeiU*.arriviil At Suiul. .double jj^ivemDieni 
of the Engfiidi in tlitit ckyp^ evlh fttteBdio|* U.^idHiJuioo of the nabobV luiiliorityp 
and sole fidraioiatmuoii of the Englii-h,. promipii for the nabob.«consequent 
happincts of SonU. ♦gloomy nspecl of the etimponyV nffnirs ib i hard aitua- 

ttoTi of msiny exited cLvihmu from ll^ruclin. prcwluuoTi to return to Euiu|fn. . 
InTe ^ehunges nt Sariii, tdccHue of its tuaguldechuee iiud coiiiiuerce^. efTecti of a 
dreadful itonuw devastations ai Mahtoiul-a^Bhnu^^. ptivihoiiis in orienial gnfdona 

♦ ♦ortciud viUbb nompiired mth Plioy*$ at t^nrt:ntjiiiijfi, .FJishs% ohmnber.. 
summer pfttlour of Ion* .gardens nt Zuliiuj Blibug_diief braaUeis in Jtidiaii 
gardcii)s,.&tnraL| Lbo mango tiloc^m*. variety of ou^tard apptei* * their uored 
de^iinaLioxK . orieninl perfiioiea. i Moguls and Persians Bt Snmt.^ litemrydtanic- 
ler? theie. ^Gibboit^s remark on lilumuiie* ♦dniractt^ of Avyor^a oelc- 

bmted femair |ilLiLnM|jher, .mufaJity and piety of her writings, ..her aphortsms 
and - tont at BeLgr&nif the PieiiHu spiing of tudia. .itii reputed edectB 

geuend female portrnit u* Ajhlii: emesi«. orienod aiaie io&igtiiap* nceesaity of 
preseiTing »l, ^reflecuoiis in conscqBeoCap^rcvhU Pulpurmp # tliuiJtKi *u|i«rfu- 
tiaus ihete,. immnUtmdof Hindoo widows luivcf pmetisedat Uoinbay. ^ uiJkuticide 
prevented in (jnEerat. * iritToduction cf vacciiiaLlon ni Indian ♦ its blesied edeets., 
encouraged by the brtdiofinsip p prirvtoadj known in the dbiricta [tauire#^ an- 
theniicity of ilmi fact* .general iiatement cf niedlcaL [irAutiee in [ndla* ppnrtitUi^ 
lar mauiiice 4 «^ liberal and scicntilic charoctei of Seifojee^ rrpnlk of Taujum. * 
letter from thm prinee* *eure of the aph|Jialinio*.4 pr^tice oi'pn^uitie among the 
Mobrattad. •scodiac fupcesj by whom eftined and for wfwt pnirpose-«arrival at 
tkitubav^.gieal uliemipo in ike^tylc of Ufe and maiiarri at itiiU preddency«, 
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A PESCRt^rrON OF CIIANDODi:: 
ni E FECrXilAE s anctity OP THE HINDOO TEM FJ,ES, GEOVi;s^ 
and tAKBS, IN THAT DISTRICT: AND A CaaEPARlSaN 
between TUE KEDIGIGUS TENETS OF THE 
£j&AflMlNS> AND THE SLTIILIME 
TJlUTHa OF CUMt^TlAHlTf. 

1781 * 


Fmin wbnincc tbc proems cf tbA Sag^'i Ruiruif 
Evyand Uit boncAft bf Kttjtro'* Uw^s iwigii'd I 
Whcnccj itrtiy tnnn of tulgnr scfLee w'crtliTawai 
Soar* lU< f$pt rcali cm Gcid lifaiifi? 

rP^Ixiipi fimiflib ggadfiifip^p 14 ibii end 
All 4 f bdic/ immudiitu 

That twh the infinite «f nabbe iwtsiim 
WiLh gcMif dnboiidmfire thmngU ckUo* fumt^ 

Aod crery nbjvct» wefid. Ungtiti luaiignj 
Or 9KDD peenDar ki tIw ore, co' ifidnif. 

A«k the pcftof Hindoo if mAto^uil rhiagB 
y^wt ; be oTivocm^ ibci? c 3 Li^eDce springi 
From Mind witldn> that ptfompK prulBCfi, prnvidasp 
And faonltb thfxr 4 r llieir Ivmiti gtiidei. 

ULwem the red Dum Uibiiv* ibetv, 

Fbth llghlmngfe fiereft^ drtUld Ii»ln hUi the m)r. 

Tlw nuvtiing or Rto vbite wji^ rvellu^ 

Tlui Suiyn brigbCnni thk impcHA. 

Tbiu m wb pan ol cIm mniciui] vueiie^ 
f'lo owita that matter team cm Mind imieeo ; 

And lii ettch objod rkwi Cod pc^vrtmy 

Tlu& ail Ln pH,, rmd iha^ |nit ctiip4.y P" Cl Giiaie3:» 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



AwoiNiira ilje Zinore purgunna, anti eqnaJJj^ under mj juris* 
dicUon» iras a lillle district called ChandotU^ to whicli the brali* 
tmtvi aiinlmted peculiar sanctity- the totrn, situated on the lofty 
banks of the Nerbudda, was iiiterisectcd by rav^iues and vraier- 
courses, formed by heavy mins and encroach men ta of the river: 
as these tnuiiduLions subsided, tiiey left deep hollow^ways, and 
steep precipices overhung by trees entangled with under-wood 
and jungle-grass, affording an impenetrable cover for tigers, hyenas, 
serpents, and noxious reptiles. 

liuniensc gi-oves of llie ficus religiosa and indica, overshadow¬ 
ing numerous Hindoo temples, and spacious fakes, cast a more 
than common gloom on this venemied spot, 

WJ]3t Kjtcnm twUjgill, «lui| vttipaulats 
Enwrap Uuwe sacred Aocidi \ Tlmiujij etet]' atire 
' ‘ Ltotivuiil. boncif ilmTIi ' 9 plviuu)^ 

" Gltdfi* o'at my baae. Tl» femr dwpiin, nuind y 
« And njore gigantic lUD, [tw unpaiidii^ bro 
“* StwdJi tiadf eitnnagint bisu ahwm fJie gttwin. 

*' Are ilwie Uie ctui&ics oI wmn £i)ry wfidd, 

*' A liEDd of GfirirV’ 
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No place io Oic a«lem province, of llmdosUn is n^ied «>hol, 
us Chandoae; none al least exceed itt it. temples and^mana al¬ 
most Vic with die fanes of Jaggetnaot, anti colleges of Beoaies. wo 
Unrds of the iahabitants are brahmins and devotees of vanoiis de- 
criptions: Hindoos of every caste from all pattsof Guacrat,m.d pi - 
grim, from a greater dUmnee, resort thither, at stated festivals^ to 
bathe in die Nerbnddm and perform their religions ceren.om« on 
iU, sacred banks; every temple ha, its respective images, every bun- 
ttec it. holy liagam. or tntelary deity. There the brahtma. «tem 
be ahimst idolised, and iufiated with die ap,tella.iu„ ^veo 
dam. Ui rim node of Menu, of “ something uanMemlendy divine. 
Such tlmy may be thoaght by their deluded disciples; to odier 
obsener. tlmir earthly origin is sufficiently eonspicuoas. My doty 
ted me thitber on occasional visits to eoUeet Ihe Company's sham 
of the tevenue in their holy disnicls. 1 lived near four year, 
with... a few .niles of the solemn groves where those voluptuous 
devotees pa.« their lives witl. the vaffijanaees. or dancing-giris at- 
.ached to die temples, in a sort of luxurious si.i«:istaHm and sauc- 
lified indolence unknown b colder eliniates. 

The dewals. or temples, at Clmndode daily onde.^ a vanely 
of Inslmi cermnnnies; not only do die priests and worshipper ot 
dte various deities in the Hindoo mythology, perform these fre- 
uuent al.tutio.. 5 . but d.e lingam, the images, and the altar are 
wasbcsl and badmd will, water, oil. and milk. We read m the 
Ayeen Akbery. " ibai the brahmins wash dm unages of Jagger- 
naul six times every day, and dress them eacl, lime in fresh clodtes. 
As soon as tlmy are dressed fifty-six brahmins attend them, and 
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ppt^nt them with various kinds of food. The quaitlUy of vic^ 
tuals ojfered to these idols is so veiy great as to feed iwejitjr thou¬ 
sand persons. Tliey aisoyat certain tiinesy can^ the ttnage in pro¬ 
cession upon a carria^ of sixteen wheebi and they believe that 
whoev'er assists in drawing it along obtains remission of all his 
sins,** 

Such was the account of Abul Fazel, the Mahomedan viisicr of 
Akber, two huiidred years ago* He has there omitted one materia] 
drcumstance in the procession of Jaggernaut; that ofi^ thc volun¬ 
tary human sacrifices to Uiis iascivious godl This can now lie too 
welt supplied ihim a late publication by Dr. Claudius Bnchanan, 
who was an eye-witness of the horrid scene he describes; which I 
shall curtail as much as possible. 

Jaggtt^aHl^ Jmc lOOCi. 

** I UAVJE seen Juggernaut. No record of ancient or 
ntodem history can give, I think, an adequate idea of this valley 
of death: it may be truly compared with the valley of Uinnom. 
Tlie idol called Juggernaut, has lieen considered as tlic Moloch of 
the present age; and he is justly so namedy for the sacrifices odered 
up to him by selWevotemcnt are not less criminal, perhaps not 
less numerous, than those recorded of the Moloch ofCanaan. Two 
other idols accompany Jaggemaut, namely Bolorairi' and Shiibn- 
drOy his brother and sister; for there are deities worshipped 
here. Tliey receive equal adoration, and sit on thrones of nearly 
equal height. 

“’Dte temple is a stupendous fxbriCy truly commensurate with 
the extenrive sway of the horrid king. As oilier temples are 
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»dorn«l will, figure, eniblcma.icul of iheir rd.g,au. 30 
lias mi.nerous ami various rcpteseuiations of that vice 
Whicl. cousiLiules Ihe esscacc of bis worship. The walk and gales 
are coveral wilh iodecent emblems, in massive ami durable sculp¬ 
ture. 1 have also visited the sand plains by ihe sea, in some 
places whileiieJ by the bones of llie pilgrims; wlieie dogs and 
viiUutes are ever seen, who sometimes begin thdr allaek helbre 

die pilgrim is iiuite dead. In lids pl"« of ^ 

noinan lying dead, or nearly dead, and lier two cbildmn by her. 

looking al ibe dogs and vuliores which were near. The people 

^_I bj. uiihout iiDlicing die children; I asked them where was 

iheit liomej they said •• they had no home but where their mother 
was." O. lliei* is no pity at Jaggernaot; 00 nictcy, no lendeniess 
of heart in Moloch’s kiiipioni! Those who support fas kingdom 
err, 1 irosi. from ignoraiiM: “ they know not what llicy do." 

Ja^crui^utf iSfA 

“I HAVE returned honie from wtlnessiiiga scene wUidi 
I shall never forget. At t^'clvc o'clock oi' this day. Ijeiiig Uie 
great dav of ihc IVaM. the MolocU of llindostaii was broaghl out 
of Ills lomple amid the acclamauon^ of hundreds of tliousjuids of 
his worshtpj»ers. ^^hen the idol was phtceil on Ills Uiroae, a shout 
was raistid hy the multitude^ such as 1 had never heard hdbre. It 
coiilinucd equable for a few miimtes, mid tbeu gradually died 
-diva3*w After a sViorl itnerval of silence^ a murmur was heard at 
a disUmce; all eyes wore turned to the place, and lichold a grove 
iidvancUig: a body of uieii, having green branches, or i^iiui in 
iheir hiinds, apprwtclKtl vviili greal celerity. The people opened 
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A way for Lbem: and when they had come up lo tlie throne, they 
fell down before him dial sat thereon and worshipped. And the 
multitude a^in sent forth a roice, ** like the sound of a great 
thunder." But the voices 1 now heard were not those of niflody^ 
or of joyful acclamation. Tlvcir numljer indeed brought to my 
mind the countless multitude of the Berelations: but their voices 
gave no tuneful Hosanna or llallcluia: it was raihcr a yell of ap* 
probation 1 

** The throne of the idol was placed on a stupendous car, 
about sixty feet in height, rt^ltng on wEieels which indented the 
gTi^und deeply as they turned slowly under the ponderous maeluiie. 
Attacb«l to it were six cables, of the sbse and length of a ship's 
cable, by wliicfi the {icopic drew it along, XTpoo tl»e tower were 
tlie priests and satellite of the idol, surrounding hb throne. The 
idol is a block of wood, having a frightful visage painted black, 
with a distended mouth of a bloody colour; his arms are of gold, 
and be is dressed in gorgeous apiiarcl. 'I'he other two idols are of a 
white and yellow colour. Five elephants preceded the three towers, 
bearing lofty flags, dressed in crimson capaiisons, aod liaviug 
bells hanging thereto, which sotmded musically as they moved. 

** 1 went on in Ihe procession, close by the tower of Moloch; 
w h tch, n s it was d ra wn wl | h d i flic nlty, gra led on i is in a n y wheel s I lara h 
us flmoder: after u few minutes it slopped; and now die woralxip 
of the god began. A high priest inomi led the car in front of I lie 
idol, and pronounced )iisol>sce;nc sLanitas in tlie cars of the peo]dc; 
who responded, at intervals, in llic same strain, ** These songs," 
said he, ** arc the delight of tlie giMlt lib car can only move when 
he iii pleased with die song/* The oar moved on a little way, and 
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then stopped; a boy of alxml twelve years old was now Ijrouglu 
forth, to attempt somcibingycL more lascivious, if i>eradvoiilure Uie 
god would move. The child perlccled the praise of Ids idol with 
aucli ardent espr^smn and gesture, that the god ^-as pleased, and 
the itmllilnde emitting u ^usnal yell of delight, iiTged Uife ear 
along. After a few miiiule^> it stopperl again. An tiged mitiiBlcr 
of the idol then stood ami wid) a long rod in his hand, which 
he moved with indecent action, completed the variety of this dis¬ 
gusting eshihition. 

After tlie lower hatl proceeded some wav% a jillgrim an- 
nounctxl that he was ready to olfcr himself a sacrifice to the idol. 
He laid himself down In the road fcH.dore die tower as it was 
moving along, lying on hb face will. Ub arms si retched fonvard. 
The miillUude passed round him, leaving the space clear; and he 
was ci'uslied to dealit hy the wliceU of the lower, A fihouL of 
joy was raised lo llie god; he is said to smile when ihe lilmlion of 
blood is made, 'i’hc people tlirew cowries, or small money, on ihe 
body of the vicliiu, in approbation of the iked. He was left to 
vievv a considerable time, aud was tlicii ranied by the hurrkit to 
Ihe Golgotha, where I iiavQ,jusl been viewing his remains,^ 

** I'ui; horrid solemnities slill continue; yesterday a 
woman devoted hersidf to the idol. She laid herself down on the 
road in an obllqne direction, so that the wlicds did not kill her 
instanmeously, as is generally ihc case; but she diefl in a few 
iiours. TliiR morning as I passed the * place of skulls^ nothing re¬ 
mained of her but her bones. 
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** At)tl ihh, thought I, is Urn worship of the brohtiiiiiB of Um- 
Joslati! and iheir worship in its subiimesi degi’cel What ilieu shall 
we thiafc of their private manners, aiul Uicir moral principles*! 
For it is eqnallj^ true of India iis of Europe; if you would know 
the stale of the people, look al the slate of the temple. 

“ The idoJatroos processions corjliiiiie for some days longer; 
but tny spirits are so exhausted by ihe constant dew of these enor¬ 
mities, that 1 mean to liaslen away from JaggeniauC sooner than 
t first intendctl. As to tine mimlwr of worship|>em assembled 
here at tliis lime, no accurate calculation can be made: tlic na¬ 
tives themselves, when speaking of liie numlicr al particular festi¬ 
vals, usually say dial a iac of |>eopte, (one hundred thousand) 
would not be missed. I asked a brahmin how many he suppo 5 e<l 
were present at the most numerous festival Jm had ever wit¬ 
nessed: “ How can I tell," said he, '■ how many grains there aro in 
a handful of sand?" 

'JTjcse iiorrid superstitious rites are not practised in Gnzerat; 
nor are sa)igui[iary sacrifices of any kind ofTered on the Hindoo 
uitam. SelfiuimobLion by widows too oAeii pollute the flowery 
banks of the Nerbudda, and female mfanlicide, to a great ejjtcnt, 
was then encouraged among whole tribes in the province. Tliese 
are now happily prevented by the interference of the British govern- 
^ ment. Under the graves of Chandode arc many funeral monu¬ 
ments in memory of tliosCj pilgrims who died on their journey to 
these ^cn:d shrines, and whose ashes were brought In this saHc- 
rifled spot, tiud cast into the river: because it tbnns an e^ulial 
jMirl of the Hindoo system that each element shall have a portion 
of the human body at lb dbaolurion. 


^VIlcn itierc is uo liope of mcoverjr, ihc paiieni h g^erally 
reniovetl from ihc (jccit and Iniil on a platform of Ircsit eartli^ 
eillicr om of doors or prepared purposel)' in some a<1joiuing room 
or veranda, that lie may lltere breallie hb IosIh In a physical 
sense, itiis removal at so eniical a period must often aiteuded 
tilth hital consequences; though perhaps not quite so decisive as 
that of exposing an aged parent or a dying friend on the banks 
of tbe Ganges. I now only mention the cire urns tan ees as form¬ 
ing part of die Elindoo religions system. After having expired 
upon tbe earth, the body is earried to tlie water-side, and washed 
with many ceremonies. It 5s then laid upon the funeral pile, that 
tbe lire may have a share of liie victim; the ashes are finaily 
pattered in die air, and fall upon die water. 

During ilte funeral cerciiiouy, wiiich is solemn and aftecting, 
the bmhtnias address the respective elements tn words to die tbl- 
lowiug purport: although there may be a difterent mode of per- 
fbnnirig these religious riles in iidier parts of Htndoslan. 

O Eaiith! to thee we commend our brother; of thee be was 
termed; by ibee be was sustamed; and unto thee he now returns! 

O Pta£! thou liadst a claim In our brotlier; during his life: 
he subsisted by iliy influence in nature; to thee wc commit his 
body; thou emblem of purity, may his spirit be punfled on enier- 
iiig a new state of existence! 

O At a! while du; breath of life continued, our brother re¬ 
spired by thee: his last breath is now departed; to thee we yield 
him I 

O Wateb ! thou didst contribute to the life of our brollierj 
thou w*ert one of his sustaining elements, lib remains are now 
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dispersed j receire ihy share of hitOt ^ho has uow taken aa cvtir- 
Jastihg flight 1 

Eastern and western ptiilosophers seem to coincide in senti¬ 
ment respecting this disposition of the hnmajj fi’uiiie at its disso¬ 
lution : at feast tlic author of the Night Thoughts has thus beau¬ 
tifully expressed himself on a Gimilar subject. 

** The HkDBt of Knnain /hike Lbc am ^ 

Wind* Bcstipr^ tlic miglaj rftnlj the dry t 

** Emb of wbat ibegare} 

" And thefrfed ^Ajxi nucAmi* hi win^ 

Eildj cbmenl partakes nm Kaitxrt^ >pciU$ j 
“ Aj rarms_f oor mliia epre^!—ileath 

IiibabU* ttlL tbli^ bui the tliought «f Mm J YQT^m. 

In the brahminicaJ benediction at the commcncement of SJii- 
conlala, the Hindoo system of philosophy b still more enlarged, 
and contains a beautiful part of their mythology. “ Water was 
the first work of the Creator, and fire receim the oblalioiis or¬ 
dained by law; tile sacrifice ts performed with solemnity; the two 
lights of hearen distinguish umej tlie subtle eUicr, which is Uic 
vebieJe of sound, pervadts the universe; llie earth is the iinliiral 
parent,of all increase; Euid by air alt things breathing are ani- 
matetl: may Isa, ilre god of nature, apparent in these eiglit foniis, 
bless and sustain you f' 

I have occasiooally meuiioiied the most strikbg features hi the 
moral and religious character of the Hindoos. It would be end¬ 
less to enter into the various shades of caste and diflerent cere- 
olserved ainun^ them ; nor arc they of importance to an 
English reader. One doctnne which 1 have not particulaj-ly ad- 
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v«t'icd to, lifts tho greatejil possible influence among all ibe castes, 
and keeps ihein in ihiu eMmordiaary slate of ilisiinciiow and sub¬ 
ordination whicli forms llicir peculiar characiemtie; it is lliat the 
four grand divisions, or casu% proceeded from Hrahnia, the creat¬ 
ing [jower, iu lln: following 'manner; The brnhntitt issued from llie 
moiilk iuiplying wisdom; to pray, to read, and lo instruct. 
Tlic cAr/iercc jirocmled from the arms, implying stuenotii; to 
draw the how, to figliU and lo govern. The bke came from Uic 
belly or thighs, which impHes .NOUitisii«ENT; these iiiu&l pro¬ 
vide the necessaries of life by agricnUiirc aod commerce. The 
AWtT came from the feet, which means subjection; these arc 
born lo labour, and to serve, Troin these four grand tlivislons all 
the siibordiiiitle castes arc derived. 

i had coustant o ppor I uni lies oT seeing the reli^ous ceremonies 
ul the Hindoo temples in Hhnhoy and Chaiidoile. The bmlimiiil- 
ciil vvpnlup is gcuemlly divided into the JVorgOKey and 

Poo/a: of tlm woT>»hi|tof the great invisible Goi>,and the 
worshiii of idob. The latter always appeared lo me lo be the ob¬ 
jects of devotion both of the priests and people. Exclusive of the 
temple for public worship, in most of the Cuxerat villages is a 
sacred burr, or pipal-trce; under wUicb is the figure of a cow, the 
lingam, one or two of the deith:s, or a vase coiiuuning a plant of 
llie lulsee, ov sweet basil, growing on the lop of the altar. Some- 
limes the object of woriliip is only a plain stone, or a block of 
black or white marble, on which flowery sacrifiecs are daily offered 
by the vilbgttrs^ cither with or without the presence of a bmlirnin. 
SometinMyi they are joined iu their religious riles by a Yogee, w ho 
livfs under the l»ec on the akin of a ligcr or leopard, whieii ihey 
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arc rerj fond of: if iliat is bcyonii tlioir reacFi, tifny coQLt:iiL iLetti- 
sclvee with a maU and frcqueiUty a terrace of cow-dung, where 
the worshipper rciiiainfr motionless for many iiouts iogellier} in a 
stupid kind of absorption. With the other sacrifices the Hindoos 
orten mingle a small qunuthy of oil of saiidah mogrees, and 
odoriferous plants; more common ungneuis arc rubbed ,^n the 
stone. The custom of anointing stones with oil, and converting 
them into altars, is very ancient. When Jacob had been favoured 
wiiU the heavenly visiiuii on Im journey to Mesopolamia, he look 
the stone on which he had slept, and. set it up for a pillar, ami 
poured oil upon it; as 15 practised at this day on tminy a shape- 
letiS stone throughout lUndostaii. 

Although the ot^ccl of Uieir worship is cr-roncous, and painful 
to tile feelings of more enlightened minds, it h plctisiiig to see 
the Hindoos every nwraing perfonn their ablutions in the sacicd 
lakes, and odbr an innocctit sacrtlicc under the solciiiik grove. 
After having gone through their religious ceremouies, they arc 
sealed by the otfieiating brahmin vvith the lituk, or markj either 
Visimoo or Seeva: the followers of those resjicetive deities form¬ 
ing the two great sects among the Hindoos, TiiO mark is ImprcfSeiL 
on the forehead with a eotnposilioii of sandal-wood diut and oil, 
or the ashes of cow-dung and turmeric: this is a holy ceremony, 
which has been adopted in all oges liy the eastern nations, how-^ 
ever diJIcriJig in neUgious profcsiiioFi- Amoiig the liindoos of 
both iK*xts, and all descriptions among the castes |ifcnnitted to at¬ 
tend the temple wonhip, It is daily practised. To the .Tews it was 
well known, os also to the ftlalmuicdaus. JMany passages In the 
Old and New Testament allude to it; and a Jewish lubbl says 
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“ ibe Jtisl are seated* aiul couveyed to T^imdisc**' Chris¬ 

tians are said by the apostle to lie sealed by the Spirit antil the 
day of redeinplioHi and in ilte Apocalypse U>e charge given to 
llie destroying augej is illuairaicd by this orienlat practice. “ Hurt 
not the earth until we have sealed die sen'ants of our God iu the 
forehead; and they shall see his face, aud Iiia name shall be on 
their foreheads." 

The principal temple at C band ode Is finished in a superior 
s(v!c of taste and elegance to any in that part of India: tlie c:en- 
imi spire is light and in good proportion; the interior of the dome 
is forty fcel diameter; the concave painted by artists from AhmC' 
dabad, on subjects in the llindoo mythology. They are done in 
distemper, which is very dunibic hi that climate: bni the drawing 
is bad, and tbe style altogether hard, incocreeb and deficient in 
l!ie effect of light and slmde; a light and dark shade seem indeed 
to be all tliey are ac<inainted with; the modem artists have no 
idea of middle tints* or the harmony of colouring. The outline* 
though greatly inferior in proportion and line of beauty, bears 
sonic resemblance to the ancient Greek imd Jitroscan vases. The 
temples at Clmndode abound with exterior sculpture* inferiur to 
ihat at tbe Gate of Diamonds at Dhuhoy, and to the figures at 
Salselte and Elephaiiln; nor can they be named with the graceful 
statues of ancient Greece. 

During the latter years of my residence in fndia, I had so 
li ttle liiiercourse with my own coimiryiiveu* and my lot was so com¬ 
pletely cast among the bi'alimliis of Cu;ierat, that 1 naturaliy be¬ 
came interested ill all their concerns as far as circumstances admitted. 
At that time very fciv publications had appeared In Europe rc^ 
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speciii)g iJie Mitidoos; iior wci-c llie Ea^lbh Lhcn salUetl iu In*^ 
<Haiike]y« from llieii' pur^itUs, to obtain niudi kno^vledge of tlicir 
religion, morality^ and tnaiinen^. In the circumscribed tsiutid of 
Bombay, where society was confined to the European crrcles, 
UlUe information of lliat kind was to l>c expected; the same cause 
operated at llie principal subordinate settlements; but at Dhuboy 
I was in a peculiar situation of seclusion and solitude; and, wiit-- 
ing to profit by the opportunity, T en^leavourcct to acquire ad the 
particulars 1 could respecting these cxlroordiimry people, 'flte 
oli^rvations I made enable me to confini] whai ] liave since met 
with in the writings of Sir William Jones, and other celebrated 
onentalbis. But the code of laws translated from ilic Sanscieet 
of Menu, aifords the best and most authentic system of Hiinloo 
policy and maiineiB. Although thdr chronology and history ex¬ 
tend far Ijeyond our compulation of time, we must allow this 
book to lie one of die most ancient records any wheie extant. 
The preliminary discourse affixed to it, composed by modem 
pundits and brahmins, is a liberal and manly essay; and although 
the Hindoo Jtteraii of the present day are very inferior to their 
ancestors in science and wisdom, many of them are taught thelan- 
guage in which those valuable treatises were written, and have the 
same fountain to supply to for information. In diis preJlniinarv' 
discourse several eminent brahimns, willi great elttvation of mind, 
and liberality of sentiment, thus address themselves. 

** From men uf enlightened understandings, ami sound Judg¬ 
ment, who in their researches aAer truth, liavc 3we|il from iheir 
liearts the dust of malice and' ojipDsilion, It b noi concealed tiiat 
the contrarieties of religion, and diversities of belief, which are 
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caiis^ <>f envy, awd of enmity to I lie ignorant, are in fact a 
tnaiiifcsl tlemonbinuiuii of lUe power of tlie Snprenie Being. For 
it IS evident tUat a painter, l>y slietcliing a muluplictiy of figures, 
and by arranging a variety of colours, procures a reputation 
among men; and a gardener Jo r planting a divcisity of sbmbs, 
ttud for producing a uumlwr of dlflcieot dmvers, gains credit and 
coimncndalvon; ^rlievefore it is abNiiraiiy and iguorance to view, 
in an inferior light. Him, wlui created both ilie painter and the 
gardener. 'I’lic truly iiuelligf^nt well knosv that the differences 
and varieties of created tilings are a ray of liis glorious essence; 
and iliai llie contrarieties ofeonstiLutions are a ty|>c of bis wonder¬ 
ful allribiilcs, wUose complete power formed all ciiealures of llie ani¬ 
mal, vegetable, and material world, Irom tlie four elements of fire, wa¬ 
ter, air, and cartli, to be an ornament to liie magazine of l he creation; 
and whose comprehensive bencs'olence selected man, die centre of 
knowledge-, to hare doraiiifon and aalhority over the rest: and, 
having bestowed upon this favourite object judgment and under¬ 
standing, gave him svipreuiacy over the,comers of the world; and, 
wluTi he had put into his band Dte free control and arbitrary dis¬ 
posal of all affaire, he appropriated to each tribe its own faith, 
and to every sect its oivureUgiou; and iiaviiig inlroiluccd a nu¬ 
merous variety of castes, and a multiplicity of different customs, 
lie views in each prliciilui place the iiuhIc of worehip rcsptecLively 
appointed lo ii. Somellnics he >s employeil with the attendants 
upon the mostiue, in coutiliiig the saci'cd beads ; sometimes Le is 
in the temple at the adurutiou of idob; the intimate uf tlie Mussul¬ 
man, and the friend of the Hindoo; the companion of the Chris- 
liait, and die contldciil of the dew, Wlicrcforc men of eitalted 
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iiotigus, not being lietit upon Itatrod and opposition, but consider^ 
ing the cuEIcctetl body of crvatiires as an object of the power of 
the Ahuiglilv, by investigating ihe contrarieties of sects» and the 
differem customs of religion, Itave stamped to themselves a lasting 
repiilalion upon the page of the woriil; particularly in the ex¬ 
tensive empire of Hind osl an»trhjch is a most delightful country; 
and wherein arc collected a great numlner of 'forks, Persians, 
Tartars, Scylhiaits, Europeans, Anncniaiis, Abyssiniaiis, 

The beauty and philanthropy of thb tiuolation will, I trust, 
apologize for its prolixity. During my resideace among the bmU- 
mins and religious sectai'ies of llic litiidaoci, I witnes^d so much 
of their life and conduct as convinced me of the usefulness of 
many who performed their active duties; and, as far as the laws 
of caste and tbeir own knowledge permitted, instructed those who 
w’crc allowed to learn, m their religious and moral duty. 1 am 
also convinced, that the most enlightened brahmins believe in the 
unity of God, although they think it accessary lo represent his 
ditlerent attributes under symbolical forms, for the comprphei)~ 
sion of the vulgar. Tliey Iiave also permittecl the represeiitatioii of 
celestial beings fur a similar purpose; in the same manner as tlic 
Stoics and other philosophers, who were unwilling to disturb the 
popular religion of their country, yet knowing how truth was ob¬ 
scured by fable and allegory, they veiitun'd to cslabibh tenets 
which eulaigcd the ideas, and ennobled the minds of iheli' fol¬ 
lowers; and weot as far in their system as human nature can 
attain, unenlightened by the Siiii of Higbteousness. hlany of 
their writings clearly indicate the sublimity of their conceptioits. 
Strabo, probably, gives the genera! opiniou of those ancient 
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when lie asseiis ibat - Lhe thunder of.hipiter, the legi^ of Minerva. 
Ihe trident of Neplune, the torches ami ot‘ the Pnnes. 

LOgerher with the whole licathcn theology, are all tViblci winch the 
Icgislaiofs who formed the political consiiimion of states, employ 

as huglieare to overawe the credulous and simple. 

Among my lliuUoo viritois at Dhuboy. 1 have fVequeiilly heard 
liberal and hilelligcuL men express themselves almost in the very 
words of Jesswam Sihng, liie Hmdm rojali, who wrote the follow- 
ing letter to the emperor Aiirungzebc, a prince ol a most fanau- 
cal and pt-Tscculmg spirit: it is deserve<lly pn^'ived by Orme in 
hb valuable history. 

Your roval ancestor. Abker, whose throne b now m heaven, 
conducted the affaire of this empire in e<iuity aod hnn security, for 
the space of fifty years; pTcsei ving every tribe of men m ease and 
happiness, whether they were followers of Jesus or of Moses, of 
David or of Malmmttl; were they brahmms of the sect of I>hn- 
rians, they all equally enjoyed Ub countenance and favour: inso¬ 
much that hb pi'oplc, iu graliUide fortlic indiscriniinate prutccLion 
which he afibrdi'<l liicnu distiiiguislu^d him hy the uppeDution of 
Juggui-Grow. guardian of rounkina. If your majesty places any 
faith in those books, by dbliitcriou called divine, you will llicre 
be ittstnicled that Goo is the Cod of ail mankind; not the God 
of Mahoniedans alone. The Pagan and the Mussulman are equally 
ill hb presence t distinctions of colour are of his ordination: it b 
HE who gives eiislcnce, in your temple, to hb name, the voice 
is raised in prayer; iu a house of images, where the bell is shaken, 
still IL6 b the object of odoraticui. To vilify ilie religion and 
customs of other men* b to set at naught (he [deasurc of the ^\J- 
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lulglity. Whefi we deface a picture^ we BaiuraUy iucur the re- 
aeiitineiU of llie paiiuer; aim! justly lias the pcx:t siild, *' presume 
not to arraigtit or to scnitiuiac Uie various works of power 
diviuc.'^ 

It is well kuowu the Hindoos admit of no proselytes to ihek 
religion t a man must be Ixirii a liindoO} be cannot become one. 
Tim preceding letter coutirms tlic liberality of llieir senUmeaLs to¬ 
wards all other religious systems. Jt also establishes the faett that 
the enligbleiietl bralitmns firmly believe in the unity of the God¬ 
head; while at the same time, as just obsei-ved* polytheism, on as 
extended a scale as ever entered into the Grecian myiiiology, ts 
the enmd of the vulgar; all unite in the belief of the metempsy¬ 
chosis, bill the tdea-s of the generality on this subject are vague, 
unsatisfactory, and utimfliiciicing. rrequeiilly, when arguing 
with the brahiniiis tm tins favourite tenet, 1 have stated, even on a 
supposition of its tmili, that it could have little influence on a set 
of beings who retained no cousciousneas of a pre-existent state, 
whether virtuous or vicious; they generally declined the siibiect, 
by saving such knowledge was imparted to a few higlily-fnroretl 
brahmins, and twicc-born men; but the doctrine of the metem¬ 
psychosis was to be received by all the various tribes of Hindoos 
as an article of tailh. 

The doctrine of the lueteiniisychoats, is not only of very re¬ 
mote antiquily, but was widely spread among the most civiibwd 
nations. Pythagof^*^ travelled into Egypt, Chaldea, and 

India, on his i^lurn to Greece confirmed those tenets which had 
been previously introducwl iliere by Iris master riicrecides. Aiul 
It appears that not only the doctrine of future rewards and punish- 


menL«, as set foriii in the brahnimtciil code, were puhticl)' taught 
by Pythagoras, bttl also many of the other moral and religious 
tenets of the Hindoos. CrauAird says many of the latter belicre 
that some souls are sent back to llte spot where their bodies were 
biintt, there to wait uitltl the new bodies they are destined to oc¬ 
cupy be ready for their reception. ThU appears to correspond 
with on opinion of Plato; which, witli many other tenets of that 
phitosoplicr, was adopted by the early chrlsiians. Tite institutes 
of Menu, enlarging on this subject, assert that the vital itauis of 
those men who have commitlet) sins in the body, sbatt certainly, 
after death, assume another Ixtdy, composed of oer^'es, with five 
scDSUltons, ill order to be the more susceptible of torment; and 
licitig iiiliimilcly uniteil with those lumute nen'Ous panidos, ac¬ 
cording to tbeir distribution, they shall feel, in that uevr body, the 
pangs intlicted in each by the sentence of Yama. 

It was a prevailing idea with the Grecian and Bomau pliilo- 
sopiiers, and, as is often tncnilonetl in these memoirs, it is equally 
sO among the enlightened brahmin a, that the spirit of man origi¬ 
nal iy emanates from the Great Soul of Beino, tlie Divine 
SpiKt; and when, by the inevitable stroke of death, it quits its 
tenement of clay, it is again al>sorbe^l iiiLo the immensity of the 
Deity- This, they taught, was to be the final state of the virtuous, 
while the souls of the wicked were doomed to punblimcnts pro- 
ponionate to their criims. Such were llie purest doclrincA of 
Pytliagoras, Socrales, Plato, and Aj'iatotle; both these and their 
moral system dcsenc our adiniration, hut how far short do they 
foil from the foilii of the ancient pairiarclis ia the Great Jchovali, 
long before the law was given to Moses, or grace aiid tnilh 
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came by Jesus Cliriat? Wlieiher God vouchsafed his leveJaium 
iaimecUatcljr from himself, as he sometimes did to Abraham; or by 
the admmislraiion of angels, as to Lot; or iu a dream, as by 
Jacobs syniboticat ladder; those higlily-favoured men had none 
of those doubts which imrplexed die philosophejs of Greece and 
Home, They could not, w'iih metapbysicai snbdlty, argue in the 
Sloa or dlspule in the Lyceum, yet these unlelLered shephrzrds of 
Mesopotamia iveut far beyond them; in strong failiv Abraham 
could plant a grove at Heersheba, and call upon the name of Lhc 
everlasting God ! When he sent his servant into Mesopotamia, to 
take a wife for his son, he could say in simple language, *' TlieLord 
God of Heaven, who took me from my father's house and from 
the land of my kindred, he shall send his angel before thee to 
direct thee iu the way." There was no mystery in the revdatioti Ut 
Isaac when the Lord appeared to him at liecralteba, and sard ** i 
am I he God of Almjtiaui 1I13' faiJier, fear no!, for I am with iljec, 
and will bless ijicel” Wlio can Iw a stranger to Jacob's scndiacnts 
when, after leaving his lather's house iu poverty and distress, and 
sleeping on the ground, on his journey to Hajan, with only u atone 
for hitt pillow, he dreamed that a ladder was set upon llm eartir, 
and the lop of it reached to heaven; and behold tiie angels of Gufl 
ascended and descended ou ii? \\'|iDn he awoke, he was tiot left 
to conjecture, but piously exclaimed, ** Surely tJie Lord is in this 
place: it b none other but the house of Goti, anil tire gate of be.-i- 
ven!" In his extreme old age, ader such an evciiMuI life os few 
experience, he blessed Jfjscpb, and said, “ 'I'he Cod before whom 
my fathm Abralmm and Isaac <hd walk, the Gwl whitdt fed 
me all my life loug until this day, the Angel ivliieit redeemed me 
from all evil, bleas thy soiisT’ M'lien these iwiiriaTclis had ful- 
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filled llie’ir E]emTation&, and liieir rcniuins litul been long dejiosiled 
in ilie cave of Waepelab, ibc Almighty calls liimselfliie God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob; and oncgrcalcr than Abraham 
lias told us, ihiil G «<1 is not a God of the dead, hul of the liv¬ 
ing. Whal stmplicily, what beauty, whal sublimity, an.* in these 
passages T 

What do the doctrines of the ancient philosophers, or the re- 
u'VCi'ies of modern briilnxiins, senassces, ami yngees, offer in the 
tomparison r These devotees are composed from any of the 
other sects of the Utndoos, except the caste of Chandala ; they leave 
ilieir family, break every tender connexion of life, and wander 
over the face of the earth, tii the exeicise of llvcir religious duties. 
■J'hcjr rules aie very strict, and some of their voUuilary penances 
of the severest kind; bin to what do they tend? In Craufurd's 
sketches is an extract from the Sunscril writings, in wMch it is 
said, “ that a seiiassce or yogec, who shall devote himself to a 
“ solifarv religions life, shall wear no other clolliing but what may 
“ be necessarv to cover his nakedness: nor have any other woi'Mty 
“ goods but a staff tii his hand, and a pitclicr to drink out of, 
“ That he shall always meditate on the truths coiUaincd in the 
** sacred writings, but never argue upon them. That his food 
shall be confiued to rice and vegetables; that he shall eat but 
*■ once a day, and then sparingly, 'rhat he shall look for- 
warti with desire til the separation of the soul from the body; 
“ be indifferent aboni licit, or cold, or hunger, or praise, or re- 
“ proach, or any diing eoucciumg this life: and that unless he 
*' strictly follow these rules, and subdue his passions, he will only 
lie more criniinal by embracing u state the duties ol' which he 
could not {icrforiii, and neglecting those he ivas bom loobscn'O-^ 




Sir Wiiltani Joncs» and oilier onenml writers oo ilie Hindoo 
mjrtbology, agree wiili ilie iiarralions of Bernier, Chardin, La 
Croae, and many cdebmied travellei^ in former daya, as to the 
brabminical faith in the purity and sublimity of One Supreme 
Being, under the name of Brahma, or the Great One; “ that lie 
is the spirit of wisdom, the universaJ soul that penetrates cvety 
thing; that God is as upon a sea without bounds: that those wlio 
wish to approach him, must appease the agitation of Lho waves; 
that they must he of a tranquil and steady mind; retired within 
themselves; and their thoughts being collected, must be fixed on 
God only." 

These are as sublime ideas as cau enter into the soul of man 
in his present slate of existence; and that some of tJic bmlimins 
may attain to the enjoyment of such spiritual delight, far be it 
from me to contradict; but we certainly may assert, that this at¬ 
tainment js confined to a few, when compared with tlie mill ions 
that form the great mass of Ilindc^; and so far are the brah¬ 
mins from wishing the inferior c;isi^ to ac<iuire such knowledge, 
that they keep them as much as [losslbfe in a state of ignorance. 
And in the Code of Menu it is asserted dial if one of the Sudra 
caste reads the Vedas to eilher of the odier three tribes, or listens 
to them, Iteated oil, wax, aud melted tin, shall be poured into his 
ears, and the orifice slopped up; and that if a Sudar’gets by heart 
the Vedas, he shall be pui lo death. 

Shall we then, willi modern sceptics and philasuphists, coni' 
pare tlie religion of ilie Hindoos with that of the goapcl? with 
the blessed'Catholicon, which, wafted on wings of celestial love, is 

spread forth for the heuting of the nations, when imrocrseil in 
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folly, ignorance, and rice? W)m> can tiilticrstand ihe inyBlencs 
of BraUiua, or enter into the abstracted Teveriee of his priests? 
They have answered ll»ia question themselves, by saying, that oa 
(iod is a being without shape, of “ whom no precise idea can be 
" formed, the adoriirlon before idols, being orrlained by tlieir 
** religion, God will receive, and consider that as adoration offered 
to himiM-’lf.*' 

But what sailh the God of Israel, the High and Holy One svhf> 
inhabilelh etcrniiy? ** I am the lirel and I am the last, and beside* 
tnc tiiei’C is in> God I Thus saith the Lord thy RedeeiiKT, the 
Holy One of Israel, who created the lieavens, and stretched out 
the eanh, he that giveth breadi unto the pciiple upon it, and spirit 
unto them tltat walk iherem f J am the Lord lliy God, that is my 
uauiet and my glory will ! not give to auother, nor my praise to 
gruven Imagesf' And to the poorest oi his church, as well os to 
the kings who should be its nursing fathers, and the queens who 
should be its nursing molhers, lie thus speaks by las prophets; 
‘‘Comfort ye, comfort ye tiiy people, sahli your God! speak ye coro- 
forlably to Jemsaleiii, and say unto her, thai her warfare is accom¬ 
plished, that her in it iuily is pardoned 1 O thou that bringest good 
tidings to Zion, lift up thy voice, and say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your God T And hear the language of the great propitia¬ 
tory Sacrifice unto these bruliTntns, aenassees, and dcvoleea of 
every denomination, who torture themselves fur the expiation 
of sin: “ Look unto me, and lie saved! for 1 atn God, and 
none else 1" 

Such ia tlie proplietkal language of the Old 'I’estament: in llie 
fulness of lime tliesc predictions were verified, and lire birth of the 


Messiali announced bj a beaveni? choii- singing '* Glorv to 
God in the highest, and on earilt (>eace, good-will towards ment^ 
During hb minisirj, with whom did ibis divine teacher associate, 
to whom did be preach die consolatory trailis of his gospel r Noi 
to the rich, the great, and the learned, but lo the poor, die Immble, 
and the ignorant. He who spake as never man spake, not confin¬ 
ing his blessings nor his invitation to any particular class of people, 
saith, with a beneficence unparalleled, “ Come unto me, AtL ye 
dial labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you resiT' 

1 shall not add more upon this interesting subject than be¬ 
comes a cliristtan, who in peculiar situations has cndeavoureil lo 
acquire a knowledge of the religious doctrines and moral practice 
of India. I allow the benevolent Hindcx>, the compassionate Ma- 
liometlan, and the follower of Zoroaster, their respective virtues; I 
have also met with mild and amiable characters among ihc Hol- 
tentots of Africa, the Negroes of Caffraria, and the Indians of 
Souili America, but nothing in their religion or morality can be 
compared with the exalted ideas inspired by iLc gospel! With 
tvlml sublimity and purity docs it clotlie the divine attributesi On 
what n basis does il erect our faith, elevate our hope, and extend 
otir charity 1 Wlint a systeju of moral virtue docs it luculcaie! ^V’ith 
what mild persuasion, pathetic aiuiplicily, and dignified authority 
were these interesting truilis delivered 1 Surely every unprejudreed 
mitul must say with the Ttomau centurion who witnessed the stii- 
ferings of the ^Messiah, and hehcld the couvuisious of nature at the 
tenninalion of that awful scene, “Truly this was the Son of God!" 

For near two thousand yeatg has this reli^on been spreading 
itself over the world: in due rime its saving mducncc will, 1 have 
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no tloiibU extend lo llie nsilions of itic east, and embrace them 
rtll ill the arms of ms mercy “ who brings liis sous from far, and 
his daiiglitors from the ends of the earth j" whose religion is aniied 
lo all ca|>acilies, and adapted to all sitiiatlous, ivhelher high or 
low, rich or poor, learned or uiileamcd; none can be ion high for 
its exalted promises, none l»>o low for its divine considations. It 
has no invidious disliiiciions Ibr the dated brahmin; no Ik’S [Wild* 
iiig degradation for the outcast Clmndubil for it teaches that God 
is no resjiecter of persons, but that all the faithibl disciples of a 
rrucified Redeemer shall lie accepted llirough him. 

^Ve neeil not go for these consoling trntlis to the palaces ol 
princes, nor the seminaries of the learned; the humblest village 
affords strikiiigexampies: hecaiisoio the jawr the gospel is preached, 

1 have witnessed the triumphant language of u domestic servant 
on the bed of sickness and near llic liour of death, after suffering 
for ycara in painful and languishing disorder. I beheld her, with 
the countenance of an angd and the fervour of a aaim, thus ad* 

dress the minlsier and friends assembled round her: “1 have long 

eiperienced. and in this trying hour 1 kuow the truth, and sen* 
stbly lecl the support of that consoling pi omise, “ When llmu 
passesl through the waters I will be with thee, and ihrougii the 
rivers they sliall not overilow llice; when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shall not l>e burned; neilhcr shall the flame kindle 
upon ihee: for I am the Lord thy G<m 1, the Holy One of Israel, 
thy Saviour S'* 

Whither would not such a subject lead a philanthropist ?■ As 
a contrast lo these delightful truths, 1 ijtsi;rl an extract fraro the 
iniveb of that obsen-er. Dr. Francis Buchanan, who was 



employed in ihcyear 1800 by the Afarquis VVellesky, Governor- 
genera] of Indin, to investigace llie Ataleof agrlcalluTi.% arts, eom- 
merce, refigion* Ac. of several diflereni kingdoms in I-lindosran. 
“ Tlie Tigufas, a caste in Mysore, have some faint notions of a 
future stale; butratlieras a thing of whicli they have heard, than 
as a thing of which they are firmly convinced, or in which they 
arc much interested. The I'aIIiw 4 ulu, tike all the other inhabitants 
of this country, are much addicted to die worship of the destructive 
lowers, and eudt^vour to avert their wrath by bloody sacrifices. In 
the Smartul sect, among the enmes for which no pardon can be given 
is liiat of eating ill company with j>enions of another caste, or of 
food dressed by their impure liaiids. And among their pimishtnents 
for smaller faults is dial of giving [urge draughts of cow*s urine, 
which is supposed to have the power of washing away sin! The 
only thing in wliicli a Sudra ought to be instructed to believe b, 
that the braiiiniiis are greatly his superioiTt, and lltal llie only means 
of gaining the favour of the gods is by giving them charity. . 4 jid 
to tliose who refuse to acknow ledge these doctrines, no men can be 
more intolerant, nor violnil/' And to conclude such painful ex¬ 
tracts, Dr. Euchaiian says “ ihal among the Morasu, a caste of Sudra 
Hindus, wherc bloody sacrifices of sheep and goats arc olfeied to 
Kala, one of ilic destroying |iowers, is ihb singular custom i when 
a woman is from fiftt'en to twenty years of age, and lias borne 
diilden, terrified lest the angry deity should dejirive iter of lier in¬ 
fants, she goes to the temple, and as mi offering to appease his 
wrath, she cuts off one or tivo of her fingers from the right hand " 
Such are the remarks of this iutdligeot ivriter; and I can but too 
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ii'cJl coui'irni liis assonluni that the gods ot' many rUtag^es are 
pFesenleU by a sliapuless stonCv 

Since iny reiuni fmm India, I have been often asked by ineu 
skilled lit political and commercial knowledge, yet seemingly 
Ignorant of the iiiesltnmble benefits of Christianity, why wc should 
convert llio I tindoos; wdiy not leave them as we found thein? Such 
questions are easily answered? hut at present I will only ask why 
the compilers of that fine prayer, which Ibrms part of the esta- 
blislied lilurg)’ of the Eiigilsli cliurclics in lliudostan, inserted this 
|>ctidon, Give to us, and to all iby servants whom tliy Provi* 
donee hath placed in These remote parts of the w'orld, grace to 
“ discharge our several duties with pkiy towards thee our God; 

loyalty tuw'ards our king; fidelity and ddigcnce towards Iho&c 
“by whom we arc employed; kindness and love towards one 
“anoilier, and sincere charity towards alt men: that, we adorning 
“ llie gosjMd of our Lord and baviour in all tilings, tliese Indian 
“nations among whoiri we ^Iwell, beholding our good works, may 
*’ be won ov'er to the love of our most lioly religion, and glorlly 
** thee, onr Father which art in heaven J" 

Let us then hope, and by every gentle means endeavour to 
realize the hope, that at no very tiistaiil period the Hindoos may 
have a knowledge of llurse scriptorea where the God of truth and 
holiness is revealed in characiers becoming his glorious attributes,’ 
especially in the gospel of Jesus Clmst, where mercy and justice 
meet logeilier in the atonement made for a gnilty world. Instead 
of being absorbed in their mystical reveries, may lire brahmins fed 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, in opposition to the endless laby- 
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riniL of the meieuipsycliosta J may they be taught the resurrection 
of liie body, iu reunion with the soul* and the unchangeable slate 
of the righteous atul wicked, at iho final day of retribution* in 

h. 

realms of bliss, anioug angels and purified spirits in tlje Paradise 
of God; or* in a slate of alienation from bis beatific presence, 
with eril doers, in the abodes of misery and woe! 

Let not this subject be placed upon a leir'cl witli the ciii iono of 
mundane specululi^s; they must come to an end: but here, the 
blessings of heaven and earth* the blessings of lime and eteriiltv, 
the justice and the mercy of God, all conspire to magnify its im¬ 
portance ! 

£i thyw^ Cccrcipup Cut&fni ptio^ apL. Mart. 

AImI cij frrrauir yim tij in 
XmpcAfiibillLiEa tu ^Ui ; 

No be* from Conjea^v fuStc 
UyblacML hnney ^ fmxinte. 

The preceding remarks, amplified iince my return to England, 
were origiiiaJly written under the brahmlnieuI groves in Cnzeral^ 
so were most of the foUowiug observations; which, widi mingled 
sensations, 1 have copied and enlarged from iJiose manuscripls. 
By some, the ensuing pages may be Uiouglit irreleirant to (he 
■general subject of these volumes; many, f trust, will fie of a dif¬ 
ferent opinion. 1 have been for some time undetermined whetlier 
to indroduce them in part, or entirely to suppress lliem. JJiffi- 
dence su gg csied flic latter i a ho{>e of doing some good to I he 
rising generation, and especially in endeavouring to give a proper 
bias to the yel unprejudiced tniud in India, jirompts me to bring 


5 ^ 


forward wtm was ongmalty wriLlcn among those very brahmins 
who asked Ihc questions; connected >^ith the observations of 
inaturer esiierience, and a retrospective view of later occurrences 
in England* 

xMtliougli the generality of ihe brahmins at Dhuboy and Chan- 
diKle were more zealous Umn any 1 conversed with in other parts 
of India, some of them were inquisitive about the worship of 
dirislians; of which they had conceived a fiiint idea from Hiudoo 
pilgrims, or from slight obscrvolions made at our setUcmculs dur¬ 
ing llieir own travels. Similar inquiries Imve been put to me by 
inlelUgeiil Indians of other castes vvho understood our books, and 
convereed in English; men of dilVerent religious professions, Min- 
dcos, MaJiomcdans, and Parsees; especially by Mundier Jevan, 
a Parsec incrchnniat Bombay; a chamcier well known, and uni¬ 
versally asteemed for integrity, urbanity, and good sense. 

These people, in tbeir own artless, espressivestyle, often asked 
me Ibis iniportaiii <iiic5i;oti, Master, when an Englislunan dies 
docs he think lie shall go to Im God?'^ My answer in the affirma¬ 
tive generally produced a reply to tins effect; « Your countrymen, 
masltr, seem to lake very little trouble about dial business; they 
clioosJ a smooth path, and scatter roses on every side. Other 
nations arc guided by strict rules uml solemn injunctions in those 
serious engagements, where the English seem thougliUess and un¬ 
concerned. The Hindoos constantly perform the ceremonies and 
sacrifices at the Dewal: the Mahomedaus go through their staled 
prayem and ablutions at the Mosques; the Pansees suffer not llie 
sacred fire to be extinguished, nor neglt^t to worship in the tem¬ 
ple, You call youwelves Christians, so do ilie Eoinan Cailiolics, 
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who abound in India; tliej daily frequent their clmrcbes, fast and 
pray, and use many penances. The lingtisb alone appear uncon¬ 
cerned about an event of the greutesL importance I" 

On such a ihenie tlie candid mind cannot rcinaMi in a state of 
ncutraiity. The lukewarm church of Laodlcea appears to have 
been the most oliensivc^ and the most severely rebuked of all tlic 
Asiatic chuiehes to wliotn tlie divine admonitions were sent* Those 
interested in the important coiiceni of establislilng Chdsuajiity iu 
British Indisi iniist in the preceding paragraph behold a weigiity 
obstiicie to its success. What fruit can be ex}iecled from seed 
sown by the most prudent and zealous missionary if tlie lives of 
professing Christians militate against the doctrinal truths and moral 
precepts of the Gospel? Those Hindoos who read» and in some 
degree cuter into the spirit of the Bible, allow its beamy and 
purity; nor do they seem to doubt its authenticity, In that re¬ 
spect, the disciples of Brahma are liberal; but, as a quiet thought¬ 
ful people, they wonder that Chrisliajuty l;as so little influence on 
llie practice; they wonder such sublime precepts, such affccliouatc 
invitations, such awful threatcniiigs, should not liave more eflcci 
on its professors. The incamatimi of tlie Son of Gun is no rock 
of offence, no stumbling block to the Hindoo, who believes in the 
avatars of his oivn deities. But he finds it difficult to reconcile a 
Christian's faith witli what he se© of bis ctinduct, By their 
fruits yc shall know them" is the grand criterion pointed out by 
the Founder of that Jiutli, to pro^'c his disciples. 

Hie differing castes and tribes of Indians in the English siellle- 
ments, know tiiat we have one day peculiarly set apart for public 
worship, as well as themselves: how do they gee it obijervcd r They 
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know Ihai ow blessed Rcilcemet pteaclicd a gosi«' of P“"^> 
self-denial, bow d.. ibey see Ihose virlne. pineiisedf They know 
Aal an incarnate CJ«I oBered himself as a sacrifice forsin; the rano- 
cent for the guilty: that he died an ignorniiiious death, to redeem 

unto himself a peculiar people, eealoas of good works; iostitutcl 

UreCTcharist in coromemoraaon of his dying love, and before his 
awful sacrifice, said. “ do this in remembrance of me." The In- 
dhms perlbrni the sacrifices enjoined them : they well know Ihcu 
lypical and sacramental meaning: what judgment jnust they lorin 

of our obcUience to llm divine ordinance ? 

The EfkSTlias l>ee« U»e scene of wondere from the eurliesl 
ages; ibe nursery of art and science; true reltgion there first shed 
her glorious rays; and there, I truyi, she will again become a “ light 
to lifdilen the gentiles, and be the glory of the (icople of Israel!" It 
should also be remembered. Hint the liand-wrUing upon the wall 
appeared to an impious mouarcti in the cast, when rioting witli his 
princes and nobles, his wives and coneilldues. on the night the 
Chaldean monarchy was destroyed by Darius, the predecessor 
of Hie Persian Cyrus. Tlie awful esutnple of that night, in wlilcli 
the glory of Babylon was lost for ever, concerns every individual 
on whom tlie light of tnith hath shinwl, wliether in a cottage or a 
palace: each ha s respective duties to fulfil, an example to set, a 
circle to influence. All therefore should seriously reflect hoiv far 

the mysterious Tbke Lis applicable to them; « Thou art weighed 

in the Iralaucc, and art found wanting f' 

i liave been asked by many natives of India, whether we 
reallv believeil the ituUi of our own scriptures; when our general 
coniiiicl so little corresponded wi th their divine injuactions, ^Vllnl 
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may ttote be tlic {irevaiJing practice i cannot aay; certaioiy. ibe 
apirit of ClirktiHiiity was not the actuating principle of £iin>}ieau 
society in India. A thoughtlessncss of futurity, a cafelesstt^ 
about religious copcerm, were more prooiiueut. Highly as 1 
esteemed the philaulhropyv benevolence, and moral character of 
my countrymen. I am sony to add. that a spirit of sceplicism and 
infidelity predoiiiitinted in Uie youogt^r part of tlie community: 
especially in the circle of those who hud received what is called a 
good education; implyiug a knowledge of classical. mathcmaLicul. 
and nieta physical learning, ns far as such knowledge can be ac¬ 
quired at skieeu years of age; the tieriod when most of the writers 
were then appointed to India. 

My mind is at this inomcnl solemnly impressed with ttcenes 
long past ill those remote regions; especially in con verm tion at 
the breakfast table of a genUeinmi, frequented by young men of 
the first character in the Company's civil service: infidelity was 
the order of the day; the systems of Voltaire and Hume the prin^ 
cipnl topic of discourse; the philosophy of Sans Soup, the grand 
subfect of admiration! Tlie truths of Christianity were so entirely 
effaced by these doctrines, that for years together, many of those 
deluded youths never entered a place of worsfiip, nor read the 
J 5 ible, except for the purpose of misapplying texts, and select¬ 
ing unconnected passages; so often, and so ably refuted, by all 
that can be urged by the force of reasoning, or the extent of 
learning. 

i have since had occasion to witness the effect of those fata) 
errore upon the living and dying conduct of many who then cm- 
bracetl that pernicious system of infidelity. 1 know the misery it 


has caused, and sldl causes, to sntue of Ulc former: and tbe 
raowe which occurred at the closine scene of one of ihc most 
learned, sensible, and best informed of those eastern plulos.>phists. 
This gentleman had, long before his last illness, seen the fallacy ot 
the cteed he bad adopied: the same mleresting passage m die pro¬ 
phecies of Isaiah, svhicb engaged the atlentiou of the minister 0 1 
U,c Ethiopian queen, and so happily effecied die convereion of a 
dissipated English nobleman, had, by ihc divine blessing, been 
equally iiistmiiiental to the conviction of my deludeil friend. On 
his return to England, his hroiher, at that time one of onr most 
eminent and zealous prelates, employed every mean in his power 
to convince him of bis error, and providendally succeeded. 

Soon after my arrival in Loudon I paid him a visit, 'without 
knoiving of this change in his sentiments. I found liiin studying 
the Bible; then opened at the fidy-lhird cliapter of Isaiah, with 
bis own manuscript cominenl upon that aflfecUng and wonderful 
passage. This gendeman had Ijcen ediicatt:d, in □ more tlian ordi¬ 
nary mamier, a airLslmn; but absl separated far from ibe guides 
of hb youdi, he forgot the covcnimi of his God, and became 
enamoured with the continental philosophy: he lost Ids anchor of 
hope, sure and steadfast: and parted with the heavenly pilot, 
which would have conducted him through the rocks and quick¬ 
sands of time, to the haven of peace, in a blissful eternity S He 
avowed himself to have been a champion in Uie cause of infidelity, 
and was too successful in the combat. 

The breakfast party 1 have alluded to was principally composed 
of my own select fiiendfi; young men of superior talents, amiable 
dispositions, and elegant accomplishmems: as such, I loved and 
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esteemed them: in tinothor polnl of view I washflp|iily pertoilled 
to adopt the decision of llie venerable palriarcht " O my soul! 
come not thou into ihetr secret; nnlo their assembly, mine honour, 
be not ihoti ttnited f* The A'olume of Truth was niy study; and 
its divine lessons were pathetically enforced in the annual letters 
of my beloved parents, and the revered preceptor of nij yonth. 
He constantly corneapunded vrith me during my ahseiice, and 
lived mone than twenty years after my last return, a bright example 
ofpiety and virtue; until, at the advanced age ofnineiy, he was re¬ 
moved from works to rewards. Such was the Reverend David 
Garrow, of Hadley, a name beloved; a memory revert'd I 

The gentleman of whom I have related the preceding anec¬ 
dote became an eminent pattern of Christianity, as a husband, 
fatjier, friend, and master; in a word he walked worthy of his 
high and lioly vocation. Ilia house was the house of prayer, and 
the incense of praise arose inoniiog and evening from his assem¬ 
bled family. Piiiiifully could I reverse tliis picture: hope, deli¬ 
cacy, iiicliDaiioii, forbid me I 

In a few years it pTeasetl that ull-wlsc Being, in whose hands 
are the issues of life and dcatli, to afliict hia approved servant, 
now well prc|jared for the awful change, widi a long and uryiug 
illness. Finding his last hour approach, and having taken leave of 
his wife and children, as the concluding act of his life, lie wrote 
an earnest and alfecling letter to a friend who had Inaen his chief 
associate in the false creed of philosophy, hot had not, like him, 
returned to that source of truth, “ the merchandhse whereof is 
better than silver, and the gam ilrereof than fine gold! to thnt iris- 
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dom whose ways are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are 

peace!" . , i i 

The decrees of heaven are mysicriovis to shorL-sTghied mortals* 

« Thy way is in the sea, and thy paths in the great walets!" was 
the exclamaim of a pious monarch: ami it musi often ame m 
the mind of every one who attentively reads Uic hiatory ol man¬ 
kind, or marks events passing around him: the former begins with 
llic premamre death of righteous Abel, a living pattern of lUith 
and piety, and ihe.conlinuance of his murderer Cain, as a fugitive 
mid vagabond upon the face of the earth. In con tern p!u ling suc¬ 
ceeding events through every period ol time, true uisdom will 
instruct us tn this truth. “ Man wns not made to qucaiioii, but 

adore," 

Ayhen 1 was a youth, a ship from England, bnund for Bengal, 
unexpectedly arrival at Bomlmy, wiih a number of passengers 
for Calcutta: among them was a venerable dergymnii, eminent for 
his talents and piety, m whom 1 had ilie pleasure of an early in¬ 
troduction i he preached only once, after Imviug bec-n a fortiughl 
on. the island, and taken pains lo study the chanicler of the Euro¬ 
pean iiiUabilaiits. Heselecicd his text from the solemn a<ldrcss 
to the church of Ephesus on forgetting her first love; and applied 
it to the false philosophy which then perviulcd tlie difiercnl classes 
of society: " Remetuijer, aiecefore, from whence thou art IhHen; 
'and repent, and do the first works: or else I will come uolo thee 
quickly, and will lemovc thy candlestick out of its place, unless 
ihon repent!'' The discouise was such as hecamc a faithful teacher, 
TOplele with sound reasoning, great earnestness, nnd aflcclionate 
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solicUtide^ The application^ especintijr to tiie jrounger part of his 
aiidienct?t was conciliating^ pallidic^ and iiupressltc: this excellent 
minister preached no more: he was ibc next day seizcil with ait ill¬ 
ness trhicli soon tci’minated Ins earlidy career! Such a pastor 
was suddenly taken away, while shepherds of a dilTerenl descriji- 
lion were left to feed die flock in ihc wilderness: for India might 
then lie termed a spiritual wilderness, compared with the rdi^ous 
societies in Europe, 

I never saw the apostolical Svvarb;, for fifty years ihc ;iealous 
missionary on the coasl of Corumaiidct, whose fame must ever 
live in llic easiem churches- Nor, during jny nliode in India, 
had 1 the happiness of meeting with any simiJar chaTucter, I 
was acquuirited willi some missionaries of ihc Hoiniah connnutiiou 
on the Malabar coast; and several of the regular clergy stationed 
ill the Catholic churches at Bombay, Anjengo, and other places: 
but with none belonging to the Danish mission, or other proiestant 
church* ^Vere such ministci's as Swaj'Lz more conn non in Hin- 
dostan, much goorl misht he done among our own countrymen, 
and the Indians; but while the higlter classes of European ;^icly 
contimic in thoughtless indolence, [uke warn mess, or infidelity, and 
Ihc garrisons and cainoiimccts are left without religious Instructors, 
we liave little reason to expect the Hindoos will become converts 
to Christianity. Let your light so shine before men, that Uiey 
may see your good works, ami glorify y our Father which is in lica- 
ven,” is one of llie most solcnw injunctions given by its great 
Founder 

Whal good may be done in India by prudent and aeulous 
missionaries, Sworia and others liarc clearly evinced- hat may 
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.till be done « poimed out in le«e., wriUen .t lb. begienieg of 

ibeeighteeiilb century by George lUo First, king of E“i! “ 
that eminent prclnie Dr. Wake. Archbishop of Canterbury, to the 
Indian iimsinnariesi they are epUlles bccouimg a mona^ o 
Great BriUiiii, and of Uie first dignilary in the I'roieslant c urc . 

I telucwnily forbear inseniog foe leiter of foe former, and sliaJI 
only make a short estract from the ialler. to .lie missionaries 
Zicgenbalg and Grundlerus, then propagating foe gosjie in 

India, , * 

« U will be yt>ar praise, a praiae of endless dumiion on ca , 

and followed by a just teoompence in heaven, to haije laboorei) in 
tho vineyard which yourselves have planted; to have declared le 
name of Christ where it was not known before; and through much 
peril and difficulty, to have converted to the faith those among 
whom ye afterwards fulfilled your tmuistry. Four province, there¬ 
fore, brethren, your office. I pUcc beforealldignidcs in foe church. 
Let ofoers be ponUffs. patriarchs, or popes; let them glitterm pur- 
pie,iu srailei. or in gold; let them seek foe admiration of the won¬ 
dering oiultiiudc. and receive obeisance ou foe bended knee: ye 
have aciiuired a belter name than they, and a more sacred fame. 
And when foal day shall arrive when foe chief Shepherd shallgive 
to every man according to his work, a greater reward shall be ad¬ 
judged 111 you, Adniilied into the glorious society of foe pro¬ 
phets, evangelists, and apostles, ye with them shall shine, like foe 
sun among the lesser stars, in foe kingdom of your Father, 

for ever! 

« God hath already given to you an iilusUious pledge of Ijifl 
favour: an increase not to be cxpccled without ilie aid of hU 
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grace. He will coiitiutie to prosper your endeavours, aud will 
subdue uniu hinnsclf, by your means, the whole coiUineut of orien¬ 
tal India, O happy men J who, standing before the IrilninQl of 
Christ, shall exhibit so many nations converted to his faith by your 
preaching; happy men! lo whom it shall be given to say betbrt^ the 
assembly of the xvhole hmumi race, * Behold us, O Lord I ami the 
children whom thou hast given us;* happy men ! who being jusli- 
hed by the Saviour, sliiill receive in dial day the rcu'arr! of your 
talx>urs; and also shall hear that glorious encomium, “ Well done, 
good and faithful sen-auis, enter ye into the joy «f your Lofil,'* 

Such is the path, such llje reward of the Indian iiilssionarv. 
The clergy stationed in tltat remote part of the world ma v do mucli; 
and every individtial can do soinelhiug towards the glorious struc¬ 
ture, the living temple; which is to continue not only for tfic short 
[>criod of time, but will endure tliroughout those eternal ages 
when time shall be no more!” Hicy may all, in some dtgircf, 
enrol themselves among those wise builders who shall shine as 
the brighiness of the firmament: they will know diat « he who cou- 
verleth a sinner from the error of his ways, shall save liift soul from 
death; and they that turn many to nghteousuess, shall shine as 
the stars for ever and everT 

A Christian, who knows and feels his obligations to the Author 
of his being for creation, preservation, and redemplion, will en¬ 
deavour lo act as becomeili hia high and holy vocation, from the 
motive of love- To him, a religious life, far from lieiog a com¬ 
pulsive obligation, becomes Ins deliljemie choice, a service of per¬ 
fect freedom; on uiiUmiled conformity to the manners and cus- 
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cf . iLougUlteM age, would » cruel bondage. Hj beaU 
havino tecclTOl 1. dilfercni bia.. ihc world irea*a lo a lute, 

after l.cavenly..uiadcdnesa, be taare. lire celeadal mouuaJ 

rar.niny» a ,eace which .he world cau ueUher g.venor^he 
awa V. Bui his teligion, far from rendering him gloomy or aws .re, 
liroi'nimi him to licrlhnn every relative and social duly wit. peej 
liar delight. On proiior oecasums he partake, ^ 

creation, innocent amusemenU and con,unal pleasure. Ih. 

pursues his earthly career, in lively Ituth, eheerfu tope, ant 
‘charitvt lonk.ua Ihrough the valley uf the shadow o death 
1 „ that city svhich hath foundations whose builder and make 

ill India, a climate favouring voliipluouancas, with other Iral 
causes, aids the fascinaung stream of fashionable inoonstderntiou I 
which, united will, many smaller rills, flows in a full and rai«d 
current through the higher classes of society m Lmvipc: and pyytr.. 
lullv carries all before it. Against such sUoug teiuplalious, wher^^ 
shall wc find an autidote equal to the vigilance required by CliriSi^ 
tianily, and the grace promised to those who seek iir I he love of 
God t lire fiml principle of that religion, ami leads to the praei.ee 
uf all inferior duih-s; while a foraslfidness of this great and ado¬ 
rable Being is the source of an irteligions and worldly spirii, In 
prosiKiity ivc should lie camions Imw we enter that rorlcx of dissi- 
pnlioM frlm. wlienceii is difficult loe.Mricate onrselves: so flowery 
is the path to the Circcau pnlacc, so delightful the fascinating cup 
uf pleasure, that it re<iuirc.s acarefii! step and vigilanl eye loescupe 
the alluring charms; and where to draw the line is the great dilS- 
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cult^': hui ill ihis cymbal shall s(xj» lard Uiat straigtlj cou- 
sisis 111 a conscjoU^nc.'ss ol our own weaknuss^ und that nrlreat is^ 
victory. 

Let us then, in a spirit gf huiitjjity and love, meditate uf>oii 
lilt volfiiue <d divtnc inspiration; wc shall find the wtiule topos^jeas 
those clianns which bishop Horne lias a^veelly tlesoribed: and we 
shall tlien know, in a degree, the deliglit which he ex|icnenced 
in writing his invaluable coitiiucDiary on the Pfealms, ** Greai- 
n^s, says tlib aimabfe prelate, confers no exemption Ironi tJie 
cares and sorrows of life. Its share of tiicm frequently bears a 
melancholy proportion to its exaltation: tlib the Isnielilish nionarcti 
experienced; he sought in jnety that peace which he could not 
find ill enipu’c, and ullevialed the disquietudes of slate with tjjc 
exercise of devotion.'’ 

liis invaluable psajnis convey those comforts to others, 
which they af)brdc<l lo binisclt. Composed upon particular occa~ 
sions. yet designed for gencml use, they preseiil religion to us in (he 
roost engaging dress; coironnnicaling truths which philosophy 
could never iiivcsligate, in a style which pociiy can never equal; 
while Hisiory is mnUe the vehicle of Prophecy, and CreaUon 
lends nil its charms to paint the glories of Redemption. Calcu- 
kled alike to proUl ami to please, they iufonii llic midersurodmg, 
elevate the afleclions, and entertain the imagiunUon. Indited 
under Uie iuflueiice of irtsi to whom all hearts are known, and 
nil events foreknown, tliey suit mankind In all situations; gnnefiil 
as the manna w^ch descendixl from alwve, and confonned itself 
lo every palate, nie fairest productions of luimuii wit, atlcr a 
few perusals, like gathered tlowcre, witlier in our liamls, and lose 
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tUeit fmgrancy; bui lUese unfaJing plan* “f 

r«e L occus».«l U. iheo., more and more beauufoh ^ 

bloom api«a-» lo l>e < 1 - 11 ? fresh odoors ore eroiued. 

.„duJso.e« extracted from them. He »ho 

„,eir exceUeneies. wUI desite to taste them agmn; endbetrho 

lasies Uicm ofienest will rclisU ihem besu 

1 W the heppinoss of a pe.oeal ac<,umnt«nce .tlm 
„ble prelate vriiose euergetic langaage 1 have .,uoledi his life aod 
To’tZ acre coesisteet. He aas ao emit,eat disci,de o .thai 
Saviour whose precepts he loved and boaoaredt aud hts clotiag 
^e realized the sublime description of the poet. 

« The chwnber v]xf6 the gaod meu meets bis late, 

" lipWles'd beyond the eomiSDftwiilk 

is Of virtmwB Tifej quiw in tl» **nEe '“f beavea: 

« God waits tKH lltels*! moreflU, o*'® bis fnen* 

n On Ibid iW* dMlli i tfidTOiirt* d«tn oni » men. 

** A sU'Miii bfiit tif.fuTi'cWri^ powrj 

I will eonelede in the words of a pious modon, writer, who 
bappdy eo-uddu^td all 1 would further «iy ou tfes ™ - 
rouLm. “ I do not presume to aiiprcciate what to» led- 
L” ' or to feats maj bet who says iu his heart that litem B no 
G^, uor yet of hU. who pretends to aekuowledge the hemg 
of a God, aud wholly -hshelieve, a divine revdation of hts ,. 11 . 
If ihcre be no God, lUetr can Ite no future stale, ttlial Hen 
vrill be the value of life? H !>' “ ^iod that hath made 
nu revelatiou of his wiU. consetiueutly Imlh aflorded not one gleam 
of hope beyond the grave, what will be the value of death r lh= 
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eitpecuuioD of annihilalion will aclcl= no thIiiu to a life whjca’e all 
njoraJ piinciple has lieen waniing. Il will give no couiforl to a 
death, where every diought, every word, every action, eveiy fricad 
and cv^ foe is buried in one eternal oblivion. Happy Chris¬ 
tian! sleep in peace j thy Saviour is fAy kind nod compassionate 
friend, Utrougb all die stages of thy various life; and if, by Divine 
grace, thou continuest faithful unto death, thou niayest look for¬ 
ward to his further help, when he shall' open for thee iJie gate of 
an everlasting state of existence! ” Baa wstbu. 
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C HA PTE a XXIX. 


<>CCi'RJir.KC£9 OrniNG a JOGR^RT FHO^J gAROCtIR TO AHMED- 
ABA1>, TtTROCTGtt TWR UlSTHlCTS OF AUAIOOD, 
/AUlXOSREfl, AXD C AMR AY. 

1781. 


Lo> Cdo^' geotLtt mounuT ttliJln fU Miiiy, 

Strtii anil i mwi rK mthPiI liii rli p^f | 

And ikb yttih icki», nxmd hlk fitAiin he bv'ti 
Th# ifciMtR b bloumtiig cinJe nun'tL 
Vrlih he «nr ihr IhtuTv riiC| 

Dvrk tt^ib ilrnr«ad md ili?!tf‘Eiiie»| 

Mnrh'U UicedUc^ mcwiux; pinbuo'd ig itu; gmuiid* 

4£iif jih tw btiwed tmptikf wiilifiruig rotukl f 
—XUs t tittw thi* niUH ripnsij ] 

WlL 2 t Eentm ibef Aoiif of Sekmee filed 1 
W'liUe in esdl berwer tbt wkkvw'il 
And LeifUii^ ^ violMd »tnneL 
&id m hU ''tbd Ctn^hiiisted fQCiiiB« 
ninHAlf hgir fiilen t iIk- iWSdtt IcmiL 


C. GiAHr 












CO INTENTS. 


Conqueti of A hjite^iabad Gentral Ge>^iLjrd~-^itnttty from Dbulnttf 
thiiker^ ihrougk JianKhft Ahmpodj Jatnl/oster, tmd Cawba ^— 
Guitrat cos*—Ahmood pur^utttta—town of Ahmood—snudiing 
of the Indian river*—account of a dteadful storm in Ouzerat — 
mode of crossing i/te Guzeral rlters—mango topes—Jamboiwer 
pitrgunuah—pletdifai crops—gefieral ^ccts of Jwmm in JUindtA- 
ian-—particulars of a dreadful famine in the Bcfigul prorinccs — 
British humanii^ on (hat occasion—town ff Jamhosecr — Guny — 
Hindoo houses—CootieSt a tribe of roltbers—peelical description of 
a Hindoo village —manner <f travelling—Brahminic kites and 
cultures—Panar dogs—erroneous geographi/ of Flitty—sardonyr 
mountains—river Myln—further account o/^ the Coolies—their 
couittrp described—Cambap purgiinna—remains of mttiquitp near 
— Combat—ancient pillar—pillar of Feroze Shah' —5!flrre4 
Isles of the Jfesty a very curious research—resemblance between the 
Hindoo fuui English festivals^hat tf the HooUj and Vasiu Pufa 
—singular ceremoawj of Hindoo worship^stfange misronception of 
a transaction at Bhuboy—cruel oppressions bp the Nabob of Cam- 
bap —ruj’«a/« state of his count and capital—noble character of 

Akber—arrival at Cambapt and polite reception by the Nabob and 
Fizier—elegant etUertainment at the Vizkr*s house—Fersian emi¬ 
grants at Cambay—irutguifccnt Jewels—the hill of lust re, tmd oceau 
voi» III. <i 


ajhtdrt, fSEW iranseendaM diammdi in Ttrm-Tucht-TQooi, thz 
peococ* throne—its value— commerce of Qamha^j w the rei^ of 
Qaee^i Elhaitth—in former opulence— camei oftU decline— Dr. 
nohcrt^n^t ^eture of a Hindoo rojnh proccd to be errmeom-unld 

heash in Guzerat—discoverif of lions— perilous adventure of a com- 
pany of sportsmen on that occasion—departure from Cambay— 
S^Jutra—Guzeratvilhgesaud caUivation-beauty of the anitlopes 
—Soabah ofCuzerat in the reign of Akbei^division of the emjure 
at that period-catnable oxen in Guzerat-horses in India—ancient 
splendor of Giuerat-beautiful mausoleums at Betzrah-afeciion^ 
ate x^cratlonfor the dead in Hmdosian-descripihn of ike TaJ^ 
Mahal at Agra—estimate of the expenses m building that wonder¬ 
ful structure—short comparison with Soionion^s temple at Jerusalem. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


OsMEJiAL Goddard, in commaotl of ilie mtnj detached from 
Bengal in 1779 lo die qaabtauce of the govemmeni at Bombay, 
having conquered Ahtnedabad and several oiber places in die Gii- 
aerat province, I embraced the first opportunity in my power to 
visit dial celebrated capital, formerly the pride of western Hindos* 
tan, and still vying with Agra and Delhi in inagnilicent reaiauis of 
mogul grandeur. 

Having finbhed ilie latter harvests;'and collected the revenues 
in die Dhuboy districts, in the month of April 1761 1 commenced 
my journey, proceeding first to Baroche, and from thence to Ah* 
mood, a distance of twenty miles. In Gusserat, as In most otlier 
parts of India, the distance from one place to unoilKir is reckoned 
by die COM, which in that province seldom exceeds one mile and a 
half. Its length varies in different countnes, although geographers 
generally estimate the cc^s in Hindostan at two English miles. 
Ibe usual me of travelling in a hackery, drawn by a pair of bid* 
locks, or in a palanquin, with eigitt bearers to relieve each other, is 
from three to four ihilea an hour; this they will keep up for fire 
home without inconvenience. 

The Boakie and ATyer are the only rivers between Baroche and 
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Abmood: the former io tlie rainy months is a rapid stream, eoii- 
fioed trilhio a narrotv bed; the lallct broad and gentle. So late in 
the season they were both nearly dry. The soil in the Abmood 
per^iinoais a rich, black mould, producing cotton, rice, wheat, and 
a viriety of Indian grain. ■ITte Abmood cotton is esteemed the 
best in these fertile provinces, aud is sold at Urn highest price m 
the Bengal and China inarkeU, 

1 passed the night at Abmood, a small town which gives its 
name to the district: it is built on the borders of a shady lake, aad 
betoiiged half to die English and half to a Gracia ^a]al^ between 
whom the revenues of the puvgimna were also divided. The for- 
mer possessed the citadel, a place of little strength, and a smalt 
garrison. A member of the council at Baroche occasionally re- 
sided there to collect the company’s share of the revenue, which 
annually amounted to a lac of ruirces. or twelve thousand five 

hundred pounds. 

The next morning I renewed tny Journey, anil about Uirce indea 
from AUmood reached ibc Duhder, then a small simmi. but iix 
year^ before, when Ragobali's army was encamped on its banks, 
and I passed a wretched night under liie lee-side of an elephant, a 
tremendous lorrent. In the miny iiionlhs the mouiviain floods 
swell the small rivera of India in a wonderful manner, liVilhin a 
few boors they often rise twenty or thirty feet above their usual 
heigiit, and run with astonishing rapidity, Tlic Nerhudda, Tai> 
pee, and larger rivers, generally getilkand pellucid, are then furi- 
ous'and destniclive, sweeping away whole villages with their inha¬ 
bitants aud catUc; while tigers, and other ferocious animals from 
live wilds Join the gcner,d wreck in its passage to tlie ocean. 


53 


nie great rivci? frefiuenitly swell some time before ibe rain falls 
in tbe low countries^ from wLat immediate cause T know not, 'Dim 
sudden rise is easily accoimled for in those rivers whose source among 
mountains, with snow-capped summits, receive additional streams 
from the power of llie sun in the hottest season of the year. Although 
thcNerbuddaamlTappec do not spring among such wintry regions, 
1 have seen llicse rivers in an awful state, threatening deatirncLion* 

Two years before 1 left India, some weeks previous to the set¬ 
ting in of the south-west monsoon, we had the most dreadful storm 
ever remembered in Gtizerut; its ravages by sea and land were 
terrible; the damage at Baroche was very great, and the loss of 
lives considerable. It came on so suddenly, that a Hindoo wed¬ 
ding passing in procession through the streets by torch-light, with the 
usual pageantry of palanquins, led-horses, and a numerous train of 
attendants, were overtaken by the tempest,3Dd fled tor shelter into an 
old structure, which had for ages withstood the rage of the elements: 
on that fatal uighl, from the violence of the winds and rain, both 
roof and foundntioii gave way, and seventy-two of the company 
were crushed to death. 

At our villa eveij dow and window was blown away, the ele¬ 
ments rushed in at all directions, and spoiled fumiture, pictures, 
books, and clothes. The roof of ihe stable giving way, the main 
beam hilled a hue Arabian liorsc, and maimed several otlieri. The 
garden next morning proenteil a scene of desofalton, strewed with 
large trees torn up by the roots, broken pillars, scats and orna¬ 
ments, sea and land birds, wild and tame animals, poreupmes,* 
guanas, serpents, and reptiles, oil crushed togciher. Large Csh 
from the ocean, togetiier witli ilmse.of llm river, were left upon llie 


btiokst aiwl cohered the adjacent fields. One of tlie company i 
armed vessels lately arrived from Bombay wew lost in the river* 
togetlier with a jrreat number of large coUon boats and other crai^^ 
ncbly laden> 

The effects of this storm at Sural were still more dreadful i 
many sliips foundered at the bar* or were driven on shore; the 
banks oflhcTappee were covered with wrecks, which the violence 
of the wind and swelling.floods carried to a great distance inland: 
the river flowed into the city, covered the surrounding country, and 
did incalculable damage. I wUl not give the melancholy detail 
which at the lime interested every feeling heart, tbougli one cir- 
cunistancc must not be entirely passed over* The English bdng 
at w ar with Uie hlahrattas, large detachments of their cavalry were 
then in the vicinity of Sural, coinmilling their usual depredations. 
About three thousand inhabitants, Lo avoid ilicir cruelty, deserted 
ihe villages, and look refuge on au island in ihe Tappcc, witli iheir 
wives, children, cat lie, furniture, looms, spinning wheels, and stock 
of grain for the rainy season. There they andcipaied an asylum 
until the setting in of the monsoon should drive the Mahraitas from 
the country, and allow them to return home. They had, alas! a 
more formidable enemy lo conletid wiUi; on that fatal night the 
riier entirely overwhelmed the island, and carried off every indi¬ 
vidual 1 

My palanquin-bearers now found no difficully in fording the 
stream of the Dahdcr i the last lime I crossed it was witfi some 
danger, on a raft placed over earthen pots, a cooirivancc well 
known in modern Egypt, where they make a float of carihcn pois 
tied together, covered witli a plalfonn of palm leaves, which will 
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bear a considerable weighty and is conduced without difficulty. 
This saiisfacioriJy esplains tUecartlieu-ware boats of'Juvenal. 

Uv ttevxt mbie babdlfi «i inutile wlgoi. 

Rimilu &illiba» sdlituu) date veb pbuelbi 

Et bxenbo} pin* remia incinnbem tcrtjt. Sjt. J A, vet. 136, 

On crossing die Dahder I entered the Jamboscer purgunna; ii 
jiresents a more pleasing Luulscapc than Alimood and Baroche, 
which generally coasbt of open cnlUvated plains, with trees.only 
near ilic villages- Here the delds are enddsed, and the whole 
country enriclied by plantations of mango, tamarind, and banian* 
trees. Forty or fifty fulhgrown rtiango^lrees will cover a square 
acre of ground, Ibrining a dark grove of beautiful foliage to shelter 
the traveller from meridian heat; and at tJie season I was ihere^ 
affording a golden protiucc for his refreshment. The mangos vary 
as much in size as davonr, weighing from two ounces to near a 
pound. Although ilic tamarind tree is exquisitely beautiful, and 
its fruit pleasant and wholesome, it is deemed by tlic natives ex* 
iremely unhealthy to sleep or even to rest under its slntde. Captain 
M'llliamson justly observes, that the numerous plantations of 
mango-trees by ihe nauves, chiefly through ostentation, afford coti* 
siderable convenience to persons inliabiting tents. Some of these 
plantations, or fopUt, are of such extent that an army of ten or 
twelve Uiousand^icn may encamp under shelter* a circumstance 
which to the native soldiery, with whom tents arc not in use, is of 
great moment. In the hot season tlie shade is both pleasant and salu¬ 
tary, in the cold tnoiitlis these woods afford warmth by keeping off 
the bleak wind; uud in the rainy portion of the year those trees 


wUicIi have the thickest foliage coiimhutc to Qie comfort of the 
troops, by llirovi iiig the water off Imm cci Uiin spots, and rendering 
iheoi habitable. Sportiug parties are iHinefitcd \a a siimlar man¬ 
lier: such places ans chosen as ore well shaded, and near to wetla 
or tanks. IL is a general practice when a plantation of mango 
trees is made, to dig a wcU on one side of it, 'I’be well and tlm 
tope arc married, a ceieiuouy at wlikh all the village attends, and 
large sums are often expended, Tlw well is considered as the hus¬ 
band j ns its waters, which are copiously furnished to the young 
trees during ll«c first hoi season, are supposed to clierish and Im¬ 
pregnate Utem, Though vanity and superstition may be the basis 
of these institutions, jel wc cannot help admitting ihdr effects, so 
beautifully omamentlag a torrid country, and affording such gene¬ 
ral conveuience,” 

The soil of the jamboscer purguuna is light and fertile, fa¬ 
vourable to juarree, bujeree. and oilier grain. The weslera plains, 
of a rich black earth, produce abundant crops of wheat and cot¬ 
ton, This district had then been six ycais in the company's pos¬ 
session, under ll»e care of Mr, Callander, u gentleman whose atten¬ 
tion to agriculture and the happiness of the peasants, rendered the 
vilhige-s flourishing, wealthy, and populous. The country lad llie 
appearance of a garden, and peace and plenty smileil around him. 
The annual revenue usiiully amounted to five lacs of rupees. 

The cnips, similar to those in the Dlmboy districts, were in ge¬ 
neral very abomlanti failure of rain soinerimcs causes a scarcity, 
but a real famine is seldom experienced tti Cusicrat; when it does 
happen the conserpiencc is drendfall Famine is generally succeeded 
by pestilence, and the paradise of uatims breonse* a desert) " All 
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nature sickenst and each gale b dealk’* Dunug mj midencc in 
India I never witnessed iltese calainities in an^ darming degree : 
since ixij return to England both sides of the pcnmsula have fell 
their dire ejects. 1 remember the mini ai Bombay being once wiili* 
held tiniil long after the usual season. To avert the fatal couseciuences 
apprehended, the proftssois of all the dlfferciit religions on the ishuid 
made solemn processions to their respective places of worship, to 
offer up prayers and suppljcations to LheGa^aT Parent of the 
universe. In the Protestant and Romish churches the usual peti¬ 
tions were made for this i>les$ing. The Hindoos were kvisU in 
tlidrceroTnotiies; the inaliotnedans daily opened llteir mosques, and 
the Parsees fed die sacred lire with a double portion oi'holy oil and 
sandal-wood. At Icngtli the rain poured down Copiously, fear 
vanished, ^ die wilderness and the solilary place rejoiced, ami the 
desert blossomed as the rose!” 

The extent of these dreadful famines in India is not easily con¬ 
ceived In Europe. Tlie account of one In the northern provinri.*s 
of Bengal, by Captain Williamson, is truly affecting. It is a pbin 
tmvambhed tale which I shall not pass over, because, among nicuiy 
interesting particulars, it displays the English character in India in 
the light in which it deserves to be estimated. A Briton, wherever 
his lot may be cast, feels and acts in the true sense of Tereiioe''s 
often-quoted line, 

I ,A. , di . 

** UfntUr mifl lj nihil g ns jljTWTm: 

1 km I mso, mA hm t iHlow-foluig' ewrj tMng bdnugug fca \ 

ti Kothing could be more distressing tban the effeeb produced 
by the famine, which, owmg to the extreme drought of the year 
vox.. III. *■ 
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I7d3i previiiletl ihj'oughout ail the 9USequent seasoQ thraughout 
Ihe whole of the northern provinces, but was especially felt in llie 
ilotniitions of the Nabob Viitler of Ottcle. Even in the fertile and 
weil'CuUivated subject to the control of ihc English go- 

vcriimcni, a very alarnihig scarcity [irevailed, which would proba¬ 
bly. but fort lie iiinely precaiirions adopted, have proved ofiireme- 
dlable injury. In flie Nabob Ymer’s territories, where order was 
wanting, and where Industry is by no means a ciiaracterislic. the 
inlnibilants were reduced to the utmost distress. The mote O'pulcnt 
had hoarded up their grain; some, perhaps, did so under the b- 
milcd and prudent iniemiou of securing their own families from 
want, while many, foreseeing what was inevitable, neglected no 
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means to procure com of all descriptions, with the nefarious view 
of taking advantage of the titnes, and bent on raising their fortunes 
on die miseries of their fellow-creatuies. Few, however, succeeded 
ill their speculations. The hordes of fUmblied w'retches who pa* 
troled the country made no dislinclioii of property, but, urged by 
the imperious calls of nature, plundered alike tlie savings of the 
provident and the accumulations of the monopolists. 

*'■ Tills being bul a teinpoi'ary relief, hoxl the baneful cdeci of 
encouraging a spirit of depredation, whereby, in lieu of retailing 
wliat did exist with a sparing hand, all was profusion for tlie mo¬ 
ment, and nut a little Jost in the sccatuble. Such was the blind 
infatuation of Uie million of walking s|>ecltes, that, in the moment 
of phrenzy and despair, many granaries were burnt. Ecsentment 
overcame even the principles of self-presciTiition, and ittipolled 
them to the [lerpetration of follies siich as indicated the wtsU not 
to tdilaiti redress, but to involve all under one general rum.’' 
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“ Here it may be proper, as well lo prevent illilx ml suspicious 
from aimcliing lo Europeans ai ibat period as oa other occasions, 
to stale, that throughuiit the country ihe most ^ealons and uttani'' 
rnoua means were adopted lo check the evil. So lar from blemish^ 
ing the natroiiaJ cbarncier, the philanihropj displayeti by the 
gemicmen of all professions In India justly entitles (hem to Uie 
foremost ranL Their scusibDlty and energy did tlicm iniinurial 
bonotir. Of this, however, it would not be very easy to satisfy a 
famished inuliitude. \7e cannot expect discrimination from tbs 
|mor wretch whose cravings guide bis ihoughb to one object only, 
and wincli, moreover, lie views according to his own disconsolate 
situation. 

“ When it became obvious that the famine could not be 
averted, government sent supplies, which Indeed could be ill 
adbrdeU, from Rengal, where the scarcity was least felt, to the 
troops tiirougli tlie upper country. Thin measure, however salutary, 
could have but a partial effect, but more could not be done. ‘J'o 
lessen the evil as much as pnssilde, the European gentlemen eit* 
tcred into large contributions Ibr the purposes of procuring grain 
from other parts. The liberal scale on winch these subscriptions 
were conducted will t>e sufSciently understood when it Is stated 
that, al Cawnpore alone, where about eight tliousand men were 
cantoned, no less a sum than a lac of rupees, equal to tivelve thoU' 
sand five hundred pounds, was collected, and being vested with a 
commiltcc, whose economy and assiduity merit the warmeit enco¬ 
miums, was applied lo tlie relief of as many persons as it was sup- 
posed could be maiuiained until the next luirvesL 

All could not be relieved; consequently the station occasion- 
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ally exl»'ib‘iie<l a sccive ol* llie tno^l horritl Itcenlitnisticasj which few, 
however necessary it mighi be. could harden their hear&is suf¬ 
ficiently to re()ell As t0 live stock, Ulile was left. Religious 
boundaries were iiunihilated, and all caslcs or sects were seen to 
<kwour what their lends taught them tilhd to respect or to abhor. 
Many devoured their own children! and ihousaads perished wliilc 
atlempliiig to force open pantries, and otlicr places contaniing 
vicUials, insomuch that it was common to find in the morning the 
oul-offices of our houses half filled wilh dying objects, who with 
iheir ghastly countenances seemed to express hope, while their 
tongues gave utterance to curses! 

“ The good intention of the donors was producuve of a very 
serious evil, which in the first instance was not, perhaps, sufficiently 
guarded against. The intelligence was rapidly spread tiiroughoul 
the country that the EnropoAus, at the several military and civil 
stations, had made provision for supplying llic poor wilh rice. 
This induced all to bend their course towards the nearest asylum, 
lliousantls perished by the way from absolute hunger, while num¬ 
bers fell a» easy prey to llw wolves, which being bereft of their 
usual means of subsistence by the general deslruction of all eatable 
ai^mals, were at first compelled, and afterwards found it convcuieni 
to attack lire wretched wauderers. The little resistance they expe¬ 
rienced in tlieir depredations on these unfortunate creatures, em¬ 
boldened them rn an astonishing manner, and taught them to look 
with contempt and defiance towards u race of whose powers they 
were heretofore in awe. 

« Such numbers, however, succeeded in finding llieir way to the 
cantonments, that we were to all intents In a slate of siege. The 
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wolves followed^ aod were lo be seen In all directions committing 
havoc among the dying crowd. Tliey absolutely occupied many 
gardens and ouUhouscs, and often in open day iroiicd about like 
so many dogs, proceeding from one ravine to pother without 
seeming to entertain die least apprehension. So tamiliar had they 
become with mankind, and so little did they seem disposed to re¬ 
move from what lo them was a scene of abundancel 1 cannot 
give a stronger idea of our situation tlian by informing the render, 
that not only Uic wolves, but even the swine, were to 1* seen in alt 
directions attacking the poor wretches, whose feeble endeavoua to 
drive away their ravenous devourers, were the only bidicaiions that 
the vital spark^^ were not quite extinct. 

*4 'phe demise of sneb numbers tainted the mr, and caused a 
sickness among the troops. Many officers died of putrid fevers, 
and the mos« seiious consequences would inevitably have followed 
but for the setting in of ihc rains, which IwLli abated tlie cxlreint. 
treat of the atmosphere and carried off immense quatililies of of¬ 
fensive remains. It b not easy to assert how mnny died, but I 
heard it Slated by some gentlemen of the coinniitlce for managing 
tlje subscription money, that at least two hundred tliousaiid per¬ 
sons had flockc<! from the country, of whom not mate than one iii 
twenty could be maintahied for the number of months which must 
dupse before the soil could render it* aid. To calculaie upon 
less than a ragular supply until such should be tl^ case, would 
have been absurd} for lliore was not the smaliCTl pmbahility 
of the scourge being abated in the meanwhile, Hie lower pro¬ 
vinces, as befoir remarked, could do lUile more Umu support tliem- 


jeK'Cs; atiil no iTeriiMlicnl so]}f»t/of tiic TmiUr, &c. usually produced 
in the ntiny sc^i»Of)i could beeitpccted tu. a country of irliich ticarty 
two-tliirds of the population was dcs! roved. 

“ llib moumrul scene, however, gradually drew lo a close. 
The unforl unate grouji had either died, or had been restored to 
health, and ivere capable of returning to their occuputions. The 
woh’Cii now fell ihemselrcs bereft of their usual prey, but did not 
lose their habit of alhicktng men : many of whom, though to gene¬ 
ral provided with some uicauii of deleuce, which circumstances had 
rendered necessary, yci became viuiims to dieit depredalions, till 
ut length measures could be taken to ciieck their rapacity, and they 
were obliged to have recourse to their former researches for food/^ 
Jiimboseer, the capital of Lite purgunna, is only seven miles 
fuKU Ah mood, although I have made a long digression from the 
direct road to die distant provinces of Itengal. The toxvn is tw‘o 
miles ill circumference, siirrmmded by ii mud wail. The gurry 
was deemed a place of strength against the country jiowcrs, but 
ihese citadels soon tell irefore European urlillery. Some of the 
Hindoo houses are largo; llioestcfior style of architecture has nei¬ 
ther elegance nor proportion: the inlcrioT generally consists of 
small dark low rooms, siirroimding un open area, which sometimes 
contains a garden and fouJitaln, with an altar of tulsce, the sacred 
plant of the bTahmins, The stairs arc always steep and narrow; 
the roofs are often flat, but frequently covered with tiles. I’he 
inferior houses have either died joofs, or are thatched with jungle 
grass, or the leaves of the palmyra. Like most large towns in tiu- 
zerat, Jamboseer is situated near an extensive lake, tlie banks 
ndortied tvith Iliudoo temples and cuiavaiisancs, overshadowed by 
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mango aitd banian trecsi and the surface almost envered bjr> llit! 
Jovei/ flo'vena of ihe lotus In alt its varied hues. 

Mr. Callander acconi))atiled me from Janiboseer lo Ahmeda- 
bad. We left his hospitable mansioD earlv on the 27th of ApriK 
and passed the sultrj hours at Giidgemh* a large populous loirn 
surrounded by a wall, to protect it from the depredalions of the 
who are a very insolent sot among the nnmerous. and pro¬ 
bably indigenous Lribes of freebooters and robbers in (his part of 
Guzerat. The Indian robbers of all descriptions are uncommonly 
clever, and by long habit chide tlte greatest vigilance. 

From Gudgerah we proceeded to Corc])i, a pleasant village on 
I he south banks of the Mahi, which gives its name to the cele¬ 
brated pass over that river. We pitciied our tents under a spread¬ 
ing banian-tree, and passed the niglit more pleasantly than we 
could have done in any house in the village, although In those 
dlsiricts Uie villages are gcuemlly laigc and tolerably convenient, 
with a ba^ntr or market well supplied. Banian and mango gruvcf^, 
temples, choultries, wells, and tanks, ad<l to their comfort and 
beauty. They realize Southey^s picture in detached parts of his 
Keltaina, which 1 have brought LogcUier. as a novel and faithful 
description of a good Hindoo village. 

'Tira 1 &Lr «9i*nfl uimul 
A green and Kaiuy glfide actui the wood. 

And in tbe tnidtt jot aged Iman gimr- 
It wu. a goodi r «igkt tn tcA 
HiAt tcneTobJ^ 

Pot Um* lawn, in^gulijl]; tpmsl 
FiAj cixvghi oolwnni ptopt iu lofty Lewii 
Ajidimny a ka^ depau&ng dvaotp 
tn thikit 4ii rixiC 
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like « pbixnznet gttw towanli the gn^untL 
Hame tbe lewfiT wbidi CMt'd ibeir way^ 

Fidns tlisir botded fibm nnmd imd rounds 
Wall fniuij A rlit^ md wUcl cDciliiftieti weitiid = 
$oma tti the |H(5s?0| wmd ar tlnxa^ i»!ij 
Q£ s«nik ladicvi tvraiE $ 

Oibm of doepe*: frwtli. nn»w'd^ w«e Imng 
Like stone-dropt fiDoiii the caveraS frvtud binj^bt 
Oatefttli wo lair md woaiii ts> tigbi^ 

Ker wvcik pnr hrisor* deTunb'i! Ibe Eurtutal dDorj 
Atid thmigli the which bower'd ii o*er 

Came %\tMm of chtfqun'4 %li^- 
Sq like a iMnpk iM A Kem^ tlidt 
A pieui htsirt^B impobe wmiM be pfajifr! 

A with eoj cvtrmd mopnosir'd iwr ^• 

WdlEf f& cool Dtui dcif 4 
The peasant* dnnk not frqra the bEnnbk weO* 
WLkh ihejt wUh ocrifice nf Trtftl |pdfbr 
Hate wediloi tM ihft coc::ii*^frcm be^de ^ 

Noi lAtiks ofcoiilietT mwonT7 diipense 
To those lA towpji who dwcUp 
The work of k»og» ni tficir beufJkcuce. 
fftj hf pcrpetit^ ipntigs^ ■ siuiLI 
fcUnddi deep, and nUl* in idenM 
Aed fwiJl'd tbo puA'inc itrexm. Like biuiiish'd i^L 
Glowing Si layi bctkeslh the ep of funn I 
Acul wbsi the bttcAei in ihcir pley, 

KuBed the darkening fOtface. ibeti. wHh gleam 
Of «adden Eigbt» jmRtrpd ihe lotti* ttem 
It rippl'd^ end Uk wml flf+iwi lha± oown 
Tbe UkehX with their nwitc bcatii^* ndcj 
Iti gcptiefe waving ^ rock'dj ftrsn tide to itde, 
Aiui «f the wioil uphovoi 
Their broad and tumyaiiT weight, the gioe^ kavc* 
Flj^ CD Lbe iwuild^ watvof bp end down. 
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ircun the intaluTBbk 

Tls bulfilim iciivAti 
Only their imttlk tm'A tit meei the Aitp 
Aitiid the ihelrerb^ olccDcni Aejr reit# 

Tile isi«rfce«-tii^. whkh iuiMd b%h^ 

Fioci far Anti ni^L^ 

Ahmyrn coexA-gnm UmUp 
Hmip dactiAnkw wM the iwiti; 

*Ue •'■- 

Ldqj(] mmdi iJm v'iDdge drum | a h3a|r|]iy 
If thtret 

Behind tbcme* 

By yooder pi«pa7-ljfi!e a^cniuuied i 
TbcfV J^terriah^iy*f i mgg p 4t4ndb# 

And Lbcnt llm |Af|Alid tvili'd bj hmuJi 

Around its brow {imli iided. 

The FKsc«cJi> «l llieir twtirr'i ^t> 

Quick Irani llie ali^r 

And hnny tuimd^ nud icaTc!! the gTtxmdt 
hadmt their gkndiig neckt Bma tide td sikj 

Eapet Hing ftwo |tk hrthd 

Tbdr iluljr doti.^ whicli eta the miid kUppUed, 
Xow oU tDO Lcfflf deokfl. 

Ki tetiiii^ cmnfhi otli ' oci^ig from the itreAin^ 
Homeward the lall AamlngD wipgk idi ; 

And whepfi vails Athwart the neHtitg besun* 
Hu sKailet plumage glro^ with deepet IJ^U 
TJko wiitdiixEiiit» at the eppioach of 

Gladly fimdka the ucld, vhen he nil day^ 
To Kine dts uii^pd pJimdotm ftom their pfe^j 
UTftb dtirat mA vilngj on jsmder d^bmlt height# 
Heih home the uihir rax* 

H>trkt IE ihe laoed Miadw Ane 
The bndinda itiikee the : 
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For hiagPB^ ainS Us^ro* immbd, bfawm wmd 

^ Oulb tfirmigli <bc diRn^K of depoitins day, * 

I Jkc dnuuln At mrnf > 

^I'he stanzas arc accurately descriptive of Uic superior order of 
villages in lUodostan. 'Flie natural liistoty of the banian-tree is 
crjuallyjusi and poetical wilh M-ilton^s adiuircd lines on the ficus 
Indica* mid more copious. The descripUOU^f the lotts transpoils 
those who have been accuBtomeil to that beautiful fiow*^ to the 
calm and peaceful scenei’y.;Of a Hindoo lake, and awakens a thou¬ 
sand pleasing recollcclions. 

Ainpli** i3u vir bebm^ hoc 

Vitw hif, vim pwe iniorp Maht- 

n^y ilrttdi tbo-Finiiti of thii hbow ^inij 

Aiid, IJ 7 QOTfmg, lh« pai lift 

lu such a tranquil sce ne wc usually pitched our tents. Our^travel- 
ling hitirqitee had a fly or awning, which being a few fefet above the 
roof of the ieiil,and spreading some disiancc around, kept it cool.and 
attbrded a sort of veranda to sLailc our wrvanta, in a defideiicy of 

a *. 

trees. To render it more effecUially cool during the hot winds 
prevalent in April and ^lay, instead of lltc usual purdahs, or hang¬ 
ings of cotton before the entrunce, wc placed fnff iea, or screens of 
malted grass, especially the fragrant cusa, when we could procure 
it. These being kept constantly watered, the passing air was cooled, 
and the interior of the tent rendered very cginforl^blc, 

j have already observed* we were obliged to travel with beds 
and every necessary comfort j our views jicvcr extended bc^'ornl 
that invaluable word; a word but iiulc known out of an English 
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vocabulary, akbougli the luxury of an Asiatic encAtnpmcut oficu 
equals that of die luoat refined cilics. Our cooking ivas vciy sun- 
plc; Uic fowl being frequenLiy rousted on a wooden spit, supported 
by two branches froixi the nearest tree; boiled meal,7Cgelab]cs, riGC* 
and cunr, were dressed in earlheji pots supplied by iIjc villuge, 
and placed over little Jircs made between sods, or in holes in the 
earth. In sucli rural encampments our provisions were in.no dan¬ 
ger of being taken by the natives, who would not have laste<l the 
gi-eatest dainucs. It was not so easy Uigiiaid agaiiist tin; monkey's, 
wlio silly purloiiicf] bread, fniil. and country beer, a liquor made 
with linglish porter, paliii-wliic, and ivuier, of which those aiiiinals 
arc cxlremely fond. We hail slilV h Imlder uiiil more ravenous ene¬ 
my in the hawks and brahniiiiee constantly hovering near, 

ready to dart on a masted fowl, or quarter of kid, while actually 
carrying by Uic Servianu from the leinporary kltchcji to Uie dining 
tent. Tliere are vultures in Gu^eret, but not so coimnon as at 
Bombay, where the parsec sepulclires are llicir great attmclion ; 
but the dogs, wlih which all the Indian towns and v^higcs ttbound, 
clear away every ofial. Tliey are numcrouE, nois^y, and trouble¬ 
some, cspec’iiilly to travellers. They are ca)le<i pariar-dogs, have 
no respective owner, generally subsist upon charity, and are never 
destroyed. They frequently hunt in liirge packs tike the jack a k, 
which they resemble in many other respecu. 

W^c left our umbmgeous dormitory near Corelli at an early hour 
the next tuorning, and immediately descended the banks of the 
Mailt at tlic pass of tiiat name. The bctl of river is ^Ix miles 
broad, although the stream, even at f|>ring-lides, does not exceed 
two t but daring ihc doods from tha Mnlwa mouDiains, ivhcrc this 


riTCf riseB> il swells to a great licigln, fills tlic cliannel, ana nwUua 
iuipetuoiisl v to Ihe Cambay gulf* ^Vilcu ^ve crossed K to^vards 
llic end 01 ibc fair season^ ihe ford was so shallow Lltal loaded carts 
passed over willumt danger. 

Captam Wilford jiistly remarks, ihiu ihc geography of Plole- 
my, in this part of India, Is distorted to an astonishing degree: for, 
besides other misliikes, lie supposes ihe liver Mahi to form an cj- 
bowt and to run close to the l^nrotodtt, or iiferirwddtfi with which it 
is uindo lo communicate through a short canal, and Uieii after* 
wards to fall into the gulf of CifiUtta. Tlie JliaAi is a celebrated 
Tiver, and the daughter of the earth and of iSu* sweat 

Otshua), that run copiously froni the body of Imirmh/ufnna, king of 
tryayini; and ftimoui in llie legend^ reluliug to the wlnie island in 
Ihe west. Ptoleiny^s sanionys iiiouuiains are doubtless die Coji- 
perwhngc, or Cublnirpunj hills, still famous for cornelians, agates, 
and the sprig-stones generally called uiocUa stones. The best gor- 
nclians are hrnught from Bajpiphi; tlm art of ciitliiig and polish* 
ihg these sion^ seems to be exclusively cofdined to Cauiboy, 

Il occtipied two hours lo cross ihc bed of ihc Mahh Me 
reached the oorlhcro Ijmik at the wcthkuown pass of Dewan, a 
narrow defile beiwecii steep banks thirty feet high, through which 
only one carl can proceed at a time. On leaving ibU defile we 
were met in a friendly manner by Jctjubliif, u fiuuous chieftain 
among the coolies. The principal rajah of these refractory tribes 
rtrsidcs at Ometait, the cliicf fortress of the Mahi coolies, a fe^^ 
miles to i)m east of Dewan, These [K'oplc mauiuiiimig in their 
fastnesses an armed indei>endcnce, deem il no disgrace lo be rob* 
l>ers ami plunderers of all whom they can muster, that venture to 
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Lavel without their escort* This them Piniy advantages orcr 
their neighbours, antt iniikes them iTspected by the surfoinnlmg 
goi'eminenls, by whom small bodies of Coolies are frequently enter¬ 
tained as occasional escorts and safeguards, 'fhey were tlieu on 
friendly leuns with the Engiisli* but we thought it necessary to 
travel willi an escort of five-and-lweuty native cavalry, end a de- 
lacbnteut of Arab and Schidian iufaiury, armed u itli tnatchlocb, 
to jirevent either plunder^or iusulls from the Coolies arid Coities, 
auoUicr tribe of freebooters inhabiting the country of Coityawar, 
further to the norlb-wesi. They are always well mounted and roam 
ill troops* to lay iravdloi's under coiUributiou, rob villages^ ami 
drive off the caiLle. 

Robbery and pluudcr being the general pursuif of these ijcople, 
1 was surprised to see the Ci«»lie districts under excellent cultiva- 
tlou ; tUcir villages were largo and populous, the helds imcloscd 
by hedge*, planted Wtih mango and tamarind trees. We travdied 
without raoleslallou dirough ihb ddigUlftil country, but on enter¬ 
ing the Cambay purguima every tliiug wore a didi:reut aspect i ihc 
soil was equally rich, though by iuj means so well ciillivated ; nor 
were the villages half iidiabited. ‘Ute Nabob's govcnimetH. pn^-d 
by Uie wants of Mogul ostentalion, was loo oppressive for the in¬ 
crease of population, or encouragement of agricidtuie* 

** Ih Yain kjbJ luwcms sw^M 
^ lixmcn ami Juia vain ^ 

TLp #wmEi will* l«HfS motfiire Inbw 
** AjmI iMniih'd^ tliei, oroidif libfeWa* I on. 

Under II mild government, llic Cambay purguniia, with the ad¬ 
vantage of it* bunder or port, is capable of being rendered equal lo 


any in rJiinlostiiti. Its liglil anU fertile ^tl ykiltfs a ricli return of 
ereiy thiivg cominiltcd to its ixisoo], aiul great quantities of coarse 
coloured cottons are maiiufaciuicd in the city, and exported for 
the Africaji nuirkets.. 

A fen niiies frutu Cainl>ay we passed over gentle lulls, covered 
with groves, cuoinlanding ^ deliglitfa) rkw of the surrounding 
plain. 1 mention iLiis clrcuiitsiancc, because jo the whole Guxe' 
rat pmvitire lliere is seldom a. rUmg ground to the west ol'Powagur, 
or the moantaios which separate it froiii the interior parts of liiu- 
ilostan. Tlie rich pra*;pttrts in lljis country delight the tTaveller, 
bill nflord litlle variety for description. The heavy roads retarded 
our arrival at CamUiiy; in that light sandy soil the rainy season is 
prclcrcxble for a janmey \ the sands then become solid, and the tains 
arc not so violent as in the souLheru laliliidt's. 

In the trtici of country tlimugh which we hud now travelled, we 
observed several neat modem temples at the Hindoo villages, simi¬ 
lar to those In oilier parts ufGuzerat. There are also skittered 
reiimins of ancient and magniliecnL stniclures, both Hindoo and 
l^Iahomedan ; luindsoinc wells and extensive tanks lined wiilj 
stone, indicated the former wealth of the country. The village 
temples as usual were near u grove or burr*tree, and where there 
v,*as no temple the ryots were content to join their bmbtniu in 
sacrifice and prayer under ihesc verdant lanes, The Likgaai 
seems to be a general object of worship among the villageis; the 
image of Ox kj: ISii, or Ganeasa, ilk god of wisdom, denoted 
the elephant’s head, the aymbo! of sagacity, i» often placed against 
rhe trunk of the banian iree; as U also dial of BiiAVAX],or IIowan^ 
the goddi'ss of fecimdily. 
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I expected to fiud more reruaius of antiquiiy ia Uie»t* 
because in tlic essays on tlie Sacred Islca of the If est) we are iitfuruit'd 
that in the fifth century of the Christian era, Canthat, or Cambay, 
u'iis ** tlic iiietropoliB of the Bala-rapmt and perhaps of thr empe¬ 
rors of the also, wlien these two iligntltcs happtrned to he 
imited in the stime person; and it was also the place of residence 
of Tji iuEtA-SEKA. so called froiii his metrojwlis, 7V/iaro-pvro, signi¬ 
fying die Copper-city, which is supposed to htive been entirely 
built of ibal mcia); but. If 1 may otfci* my opinion, it receired its 
name from the domes and spires of the temples beiii^ covered with 
copper. Tills city was near Catubai, but imdiiioii says that it was 
swallowed up by the sea r and Canibat was a famous place of wor¬ 
ship, called in the puranas Slia 7 abh<t$t*ka-'nrfha, froni ‘Ax/tatabha or 
cotuniu close to the sacred pool- Now a coJuniii is called cmnba 
in tlie sfiokeu dialects, and from cambiisla is derived its present name 
of Cambat, Shiunfi/taii'hn ami Tnmnt’pttra arc called and 
Trapera, by the author of the Pctiptasi hot P i olemt, considering 
these two. places as one only, for they were dose to each other, 
tails it Axtncampra, or Axtacapra: und tnatead of Ttmra^ ivliich sig¬ 
nifies copper* he writes Caffipra, or Cnpra, Tlie reason why he lias 
carried this place so far inland, on the banks of the Maki is, that 
either he or some other writer miaunderfitood the natives, who have 
no word for a bay or gulph, and use generally die word river in¬ 
stead of it, particularly when there is one at l!ie Ijoltom of the 
gulph, as ill the present case. Osoiiio, a Poriugurtie writer, says 
diat when Francis jy'Almddii landed near Ccwi/w^, in liie yesif 
1519* he saw the ruins of sumptuous buildings and temples, lite 
remains of an ancient city: the history of which was connected 
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with rhai of a foreign prince. Such ruins nrc said to exisl to ibis 
day, not dose lo Cambatf but at a ]>lacc caited Cwi* or 
to the tsoulli oi‘Cami/ai. where are temples and oilier buildings, wilh 
slaiues half buried iu ibc sands, liy which tliia place was over- 
whclnieii*" 

I Sfiw QOlhlng of iho column aljove-mentioned, which desig¬ 
nated the name of Cambat» bul such were not unoonunou ia for¬ 
mer times, as wefind from Uic pillar at still reniaming, wfilch 
IS generally, allhoiigli improperly^ called the pillar of FeeroacStmb, 
It consisU of a single siouc of a reddish colour, lapering upwards, 
and is now tliirty-semi tc<‘t above the UunUng pidacc that sur¬ 
rounds it. It is suid that only one-linrd of this cotunm is visible, 
the rest being buried under ground and concealed by ruins, Fec- 
ro»!c Shah, whose name is now attached to tills pillar, though it 
must have lieuU erected as some Hindoo monuuicnt at a much col¬ 
lier |»criod, reigned nt Delhi between the years 1S51 and 1388 A. D, 
ill which he died, at die age of ninely. A part of liik character iu 
Perishtu’s history khews w hat inav Ik: done tjy a bcmwoleiil and 
peaceful moiiarcli; “ Though no great warrior in the heid, Feeror, 
•Shah was by liis excEilcnt qualities well calcidated for a reign ol' 
peace. He reigned ihtrty-eighl years iiNil nine moutli$, and led 
niuny memorial of his magnilicence in the land. IJe Eitiill dfly 
great sluices, forty mosques, thirly schools, twenty caravansaries, 
an hundred palaces, five hospitals, an liimdiej lonibs, icn baths, 
ten spires, one linndred and fifty* wells, one hundred bridges, and 
the ptaisurc-gardeua he made were w ithout number/' 

It is probable the coluiim which gave its uaiue lo Cambay re¬ 
sembled the Lati or pillar of FeroKe-.Shah. 'Ilie remains may be 


73 


cstaut amon^ ibe other mins of aTidciit building in Uic eiivtroiia 
of the modern citj. 'Flic juma-musjeti, or grand moeque al Cdni* 
bay, was, as 1 have foraierij nimaiicec], a iJindoo of great 

antiquity belbre it was dedicated by the mahomedans to Alla, 
Shawiik pagoda, and many other Hindoo edifices bear a very an- 
eieni date, 'Hic atiilquity pf the Hindoos involves such a variety 
of tiiatter,-aiKl embraces so many objects, that it is a very diBicult 
field to enter; and yet who could travel over the plains of Cant- 
baya wttliouL recollecting they had employed the pens of Arrian 
and Ptolemy many ages past? And, if not already proveil, tt 
will most probably soon be discovered, tliat there has been a very 
ancient communicatton between Hindostup iui(] Great Britain, 
Should it be ascertainer] that (he latter is one of the Stuped hki of 
Uu; Jf'ttii in tlie Hindoo parariaSt it Is impossible to calciilale the 
result of such rescarches- 

Tliis is a subject too deep for my investigation, but lias been 
ably taken up in the Asiatic researches, by Captain Will!brd, whose 
learned Essays lend to prove, that “ the sacred isles in ihe west, of 
which or the Wliitc Island, is the principal, and die 

most fanioufi, are in fact the holy laud of the Hindoos. There, the 
fundamental aud mysterious iransactions of the history of their.le- 
Jigioii in its rise and progress tank place. The While Islanrf, tliis 
holy land in die west, is wj intimately connectctl with their mJigtoa 
and mythology, that they cannot be separated : and of course, di¬ 
vines In India are necessarily acquainted with it, as distant JUu&seJ- 
mans ivith Arabia." This, says Captain Willbrd, " J coiux:ivc to 
be a most favourable circumstance, as in tlie present case the 

leanie^l have.little more to do than to ascertain whether the While 

roL. til. L 
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l4aiiLl be Bitglandy and (be Sacred Isles of tlie Iliudoos tlic Tki- 
tbii isles. Alter having luaturyly cotisiiicretl the !iubj^ci, 1 ihinb 
they arc." To this may be added the conclusion of Sir Willinm 
.lones's ttiii'il discourse delivered to liic Astalic Society in 17^^ 
Of iIk^ cuisury observations on llie Uimioos, uvliich U would 
volumes to expand and ilhistratCi this is tUe result; that 
Uiey had au iinmemorial aflhiiTy with the old Persianst Etln'ot^ians, 
and Egypl»*»ws; the Plienieians, Greeks, and Tuscans; the Scy- 
tliiam or GoUw, and Celts; the Chinese, JaiKtncse, and Peruvians. 
Whence, as no reason appears for beMevinir that they were r colony 
from any one of lUosc nations, or uny of liiose uatfons froiu them, 
we may fairly conclude they all proceeded from sonte central coun¬ 
try, to investigate which svill tw my future object.*' 

Il has been obseiTcd by canritd invesUgatt^T^, that there is a 
fteal n’icmblance between many of the llmdoo festivals and the 
ohl feasts in England. Colonel Pcarso ren>arks, that ou the festi¬ 
val of lihawanoe, which answers to onr May-day, die Gopas and 
all other herdsmen frequem the gardens on ihat day^ erect a jiilc 
in the fields, and adoni it with {nmdaoU and garlands. IVlr 
Paieison, on Llie origin of the Hindon tcllgjon, in describing the 
festival of the Jloofii, compares it with the Itilarm of the Romans, 
celebrated at Uie vernal equinox in honoor of tlic ruother of the 
gods. ** It was a fsiiiivat which was condnut d for several days, 
witli gicoi display of )>oinp and rejoicing. It begun the eighth day 
before the calends of April, or the 25lh of March. Tlie statue of 
Cybelc was carried about in proccigion, and the attending crowds 
agsuincd. to ihcinselves whaievOT rank, ehariicter, or dresfe, their 
fancy led them to prefer. It was a kind of masquerade, full of 
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ii»irU» jujil frolic* in fact* U tJie Earth, under the name of 
Cybcle, wliich Wa» vrorstiippccl nt t(ie cOTumencement of tlxai getiiat 
season, when she receives from tlie suu those vivifying rajps whidi 
aie 50 adn|>ie(l . to tlie proclii^on of fruits oud flowers. Lei this 
ceremony be coinpure<l with the Hindoo celebration of the flooli, 

-m 

at the same period of the year. The epilhc), of purple is constantly 
given to the spring by the Bomati itods, in ullusiQU to llie blos¬ 
soms which natuiy, as it werys' in s|JCirti:«earieF 5 over lliC carlli with 
such variefy and profusion. ^Tlic Hindoos design the same idea in 
the purple powder Abir* which they throw about at each otlmr 
with so much s^wrlivc pleasantry-. The objects of ^ifoisliip with Ute 
Hindoos arc the earth and fire; that geatal waiiiith which j>ervade$ 
all nature at that |)criotL.of ilie year. The liceiiliousness of Ihf 
songs aiid danc^ at this season was iulcuded to express the effects 
of that warmth on all aulmatctl objects. The Hindoos have like¬ 
wise their ttmttueradiug prucessious, in whicli gods and goddesses, 
rajaits and niuces, arc represented;, and like ceremonies'are- con~. 
chided hy burning the |iasl or decea^d j'^car, and welcoming the 
renova lion of naitire." 

ptiriiig the festival of the I when hilarity and Inirtli (jer^ 
vade eveiy ch&s of wmiely, o«e subject of diversion is to send 
people on errands ai)d expeditions dial at^ to end in driappoiiu- 
ment, and raise a laugh at the expense of the person sent. Tfik 
k very' rimilar to the first day of April in Engtuud. Tko f looli is 
always in the.rributh of ^btreh^ and the l^t day is the gretitesi 
holiday. 

Tbc liiudoo. festival of Vastu rujai, on the day when the pro¬ 
prietors of land worship the eartli and lire, b similar to dtat of 
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Vesta al Rome. 'J’lie Romans woTshipped Uie goddess of uaiuie, 
wilder Itie symbols of earlh and fire, Tbe sects of Visado aiid 
Siva do the same. Tlie former of^r an oblatioD of fruit and flow> 
ers, the latter sacrifice a sheep to their respective deities. 

Ill rny tellers from Dliubi>y and Chimdoile I have so fully 
fcrilieii the llmdoo temples and customs of the braiimins, that it 
would be siiperlinous to add any thing further upon those subjects. I 
lmv;c not entered into many {jariicular ceremonies of Lite Hindoo wor¬ 
ship at their respective leinples. Several of their riles are very little 
known lo Etiropeans, and according to nur judgment apficar ab¬ 
surd and triding. 1 will give ouly a siugle specitiien from the 
tedious ceremonials with which itieir ritual abounds^ selected from 
Mr. Colcbrooke's religious ccremunit^ of the Hindoos, but without 
attempting to delan the whole ccreTnony. Indeed most readers 
will think this 6f)cduieii amply sufficient, 

A i^rahmaftn arising from slee[>, is enjoined, unden* the peiintty 
of losing llie benefit of alt riles performed by hlnit to rub his teeth 
with a proper withe, or a twig of tlie racemiferous fig-Lrce, pro¬ 
nouncing lo hiinseir this prayer^ “ AUcud,Iur(] of the forest; S.^ aiA, 
king of herbs and plants has approucUed thee: mayest thou and 
he cleanse my mouth vvilh glory and good unspices, that Tmay»eat 
abundant foodf* 'Hien follows a tong account of bathing and' ab¬ 
lutions, which Laving finisTicd he puts on liia mantle, afler waslnng 
it, and sits down to worship the rising si\tu 

This ceremony is beguTi by Li's lying the lock of hair uu the 
crown of liis Lead, while he recites ilie Cuyafri, hohltng much cum 
grass in his left, aud three blades of the same grass in his right 
hand: or wearing a ring of grass on the third finger of the sajite 
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Itand. TJir^e sipping water wilJi the same preGedcd by the 
same roysieripiis luunc of worlds,- and eacli lime rubbing liis hands 
as If waslung ihem; and finally Louehing with his wet hand his fee^ 
headjbreasi,eyes,ears,nose, and naretiorhis bneast,nave!,anti boih 
shoultleis; only (according lo another rule) he simuld again sip water 
three times, pronouncing Lo ItimseU' the expiatory text wliicl) recites 
the creation. I f he happen to sneeate or spit, he must not immediately 
sip water, but first touch his right ear, in compliance with the 
maxim, “ after sneeziug* spitting, blowing liis nose, sleeping, pul¬ 
line appaj-el, or dropping tears, a inan should not immediately 
sip water, but first touch hb right ear/’ ” Fire/' says Paras aka, 
“ w'aler, the iliesun, moon, aud air, all reside iu the righi ear 

of brahmaiias, Gart^a Is In their right ears, sacrificial fire iti llieir 
nostrils/at ilie moment when both are touched impurity vanishes, " 
Thb will explain the practice of suspending ihe end of the sacer¬ 
dotal string over the right ear, to purify that string from the defile^ 
raeui which follows an evueuation of urine, iTic sipping of water 
b a reijubite inu-oduclion of aJl riles; without it, says the Satttba 
Purauot a)) acts of religion arc vain. Having therefore sipped 
water as abovementioDed, und passed lus hand filled with water 
briskly round hb neck, while be recites this pmycr, **/itay the 
waters presen'e mel“ the priest closes lib eyes, and meditates in 
silence, figuring to himself that Brahma, with four faces and a red 
complexion, resides in hb navel: Visund, with four arms and a 
black complexioD, in his heart; and Siva, with five faces and a 
while complexion, in his forehead. Tlie priest aflerwaPtls meditates 
the holiest of texts during three suppressions of bnraib. Closing 

lUe left nostril with tiie two longest fingers of his nghl hand, he 
% 
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dravs Ills breatli ihrotiEli the HghL iioslvilf and than , closing that 
nostril likewise witli his ihunib^ holds hb breath vvduie he medha^ 
the lejtl. lie then raises both otF the lel't hosiril, and cmila 

the breath he had suppressed. While tie holds bis breath, he must 
ou this occastou repeal lo hi nisei t' the Gaff at wiih tlie mvsterious 
names of the worlds, tlie trilitcral nionosyllablc, and Uie sacred 
text of Bn Alt BIB. A suppression of bretuh so cBplnined bj die 
aiicicnl legislator, r/i3Vr^aYtfr//o,coasequeniljr implies llie ibllowing 
ineditaiioiii Oiil earth! sky! heaven! tniddlc I'c^oii! place of 
births! mamiuti of the blessed! abode of truthf' 

1 am cant 10 os tir drawing cun elusions, or putLuig a decided 
construction oti the religious cereinunies of the tlindoos; they may 
be more or less mystical tlian I am airare of, and many of their 
customs have possibly a different mcnning froni that winch a super¬ 
ficial obscn'cr supposes. A circumstance whichoccufTcd at XUnt- 
Imy cotifirms my principle of nut fonninghasty dcct.'^ions oa dubi¬ 
ous subject*. When 1 liad been Uien; two years, a iueeiolii' pre¬ 
vailed that I wotrshipped the devil, or at lea*i that 1 perlbrmed 
cereinontc.s, and paid some kind of adoration lo the iJcslructive 
power. On tracing litis exUaordinary sup|jositton to its source, it 
:ip])car€d lo liavc originated with some of iny oivti &ervani^.unjives 
of lltc place, who bad not been conversant with Europeans. About 
that time General Goddard being atg^igeU in a political negoda- 
tion with Futty Sibng, paid 'him a visit at Brotlera, accompanied 
by bis staff ofiicers and a considerable iletaclmtcut fmra the Bengal 
army. On Ilia march lo Brmlera he favoured me with a at 
Dhuboy, where I entertained liim a tew days In tiie l>est inBiiiief 
my retired situation pcrmilied. We genertUly sat down sixteen at 
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tabic ; as llicre am no lurkcjB iu ytning pea*fowl were au 

excollt'iit substitute^ and of^ea made a principiJ dish, Tlie gi 22 ard 
aad other parts of the pca-Atwl, as is rret|iicnlly pmclised with the 
turkey, were sent from lalile to be broited and seasoned with salt, 
jiepper, and kian i thus improved, t!ie savoury meat was returned 
liot to table with iLc additionail appelialion of the deyit; each guest 
took 3 small piece to relish a glass of wine, as cuslomutr on, such 
uccitbious, and possibly some cheerful toast wtis given, and passed 
round. The novelty of this ceremony iu presence of my Dtiubor 
stfrvnnts, who were strangers to our ujantiers and cnsloins, whh net- 
liter understood the English language, nor, asked for inforinatioD 
from those who did, caused them to put a wrong construction upon 
an imioccui practice; and in a city rejiowncd for saiictilj' we were 
enrolled ainoog the wondiippers of tlie devil i 

J have inirodticvd this triDing anecdote as an uistancc'of what 
a wrojjgjudgmcut maybe formed, and false concliiiiiods drawn, 
by superficial uUscn'crs on theif travels, especially when ignorant 
of the language of those among whom they sojourn. 

in descfihtng Cambay six years hcibre, during the canrpaigu 
in Guzerai, i dcplured its ruinous condlLton; it imw preseuied a 
scale t^falekihitianl i'lic Nabob had cootiaued his oppressions, 
and his subjects sought for protection and comfort under a milder 
governuiem- Uninindful of the happmess of hli^ people or lire iu- 
tercsl of his successor, the chief litudy of .Mtihittan Cuun ^vus to 
procure money for the gralilicatjon of sensual pleasure, and tlie 
mainienaocc of the shadow of a Mogul court. Ulic means of ac¬ 
quiring it gave him no concern, 'ftiua his sovcuBigniy comnri^ 
only a dilapidated capital, ilcserted rilbj^, and a fotrimpovc- 
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rtslted suhjectSt wUOt noiwldisiancUng his ifoil gccplre, were still 
alUiched to ibeir tialive soil. Under such a govcmmeni ihere ia 
nothing to hope for; euitgration can alone relieve Uie bunlen; but 
the me$tsurc of oppression must be lull ere we bid adieu to our 
dib {>enates, ami the local jojs of home ; plcusiires which memory 
lores to cherish. From rhosct ihdepcmlenl pciiy sovereigns there is 
no appeal; tlicir tyranny knows no control; palheiically does a 
pious monarch lament their fate I ** 1 considered all the oppressions 
that are done under the sun* and Iwheld die tears of such as were 
oppressed^ and they had no contforterl and on the side of Uielr 
Oppressors there was power, but ihet/ liud no comforter 1” 

When Akber fllleU die impcml llironc, his ear was open to the 
petition of the meanest subject, and his lime dedicated to tlw; bap* 
pmcssofhls extensive empire- Under that wise monarcli there 
could be no oppression wiiUout redress; justice and clemency 
overehadowed die soubah, and his outstretched amis protected tlie 
most distant purganna in his vast domain. In sucli an instant 
absolute mouareby may be deemed a blessing, parttcnlarly in 
Asia; but dreadful b inifcstiained power in the bands of a cruet 
desi>ot. For one Aklicr, Aniomnus, or Trajan, how multiplied is 
die character of Nero, Tiberius, and Aurungzebe! 

However tyrannical and oppressive over his tin fortunate sub-^ 
jccls, the nabob of Cambay wtis esteemed one of the politest sovc- 
mgns in India, He immediately sent one of lus cbopdars with 
bis compliments and coiigratiilaiioiis on our arrival at bis capital, 
and prcseiilly afler we received a vbil fiom Mirza Mahomed Zu- 
mnun, the naib, or vizier, accompanied iiy several moguls und Per< 
start noblemen. On the following evening Mirza Zumaun invited 
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us to a[[ uie^ani supper, servediup in the mie Persian stjle. He 
received ua at Llie outer gate, and ouiuiuctcd us Ihrougli a small 
garden lo die iial riK)r of the lunise, where we were inlrodut^tl \6 
severd Persians and mognU of distbetiou. Here wc enjoyed die 
evening hreo*e and h mwnlight view of die gardens• mad were 
atuusud by sncccMiive sets of dnEieing-gIrls and miiKklans, sufirTiur 
to aov ] hud then seen in India. 

■V 

It is well known llmi the jlsiatics of cither sex of any ras[K.’cla< 
bility never dance themselves. Tlwoughaut liindosiaii, wtieihcr 
among the Hindoos, MaliomtdiUis, or Parsees, the master t>f a feast 
sends for the public dant-ing-girts and iiiusscians lo entertain Ids 
guests ; for himselF, his family, or his company to do either would 
Ijc tjuUe bconsistent with prdprteiy, and the gravity of character 
tltey generally preserve. -Amidst the general joy on die annual 
opening of the aqueduct at Dhuhoy. 1 have incadoned a son of 
rural dance by other females, but tins is very rure; hi the lower 
classes of society It may be inon? amimom although it lias tsscuped 
my observation. An Indian of rcspectakbility could never consent 
lo his wife or daughler dancing in public, nor can dicy reconcile 
the English country-dances to their ideas of female delicacy. I 
remember an amiable Hindoo at Iknnbay being taken lo a ve¬ 
randa overlooking the as^einbly-roonH wheni a mimlHir ol' ladies 
and gcudcmcH were going down a country dance; un Ins conduclor 
askiin^ how he likeil the luimsement. the mild Judlrni rt'plitwl, 
“ Mititer, I not quite nuderslajid tliis business, hut in our aiste wc 
sav * If we pi lice butler loo near the fire, butler uill melt." 1 
have diouglit of this llimiuo when priacnt nl wmt; pardcuhir 

ivallaing in IVunce and Germany. 
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Duriog ilic cntertainmeiil ot' ilie siiigiui; n)co and singhig 
women*’ ut Ibc yissier’s^ ibe allcndanU fm^nantly brouglit dned 
frails, pistacUio-outs, and saltwl ahnouds, to improve the OavouT 
of Ilic coffee and sherbets, made from dm juice of lalsce, limes, and 
different fruits, picseiiied in profusion and Taricljr. Other servant^ 
stood near with punkahs and ctiouries, to cause a vibration in the 
am and keep off the insects. Tlie former may go under the gcoeral 
denomination of fans, however imxiified in shat>e- The laliernre a 
sort of long ifcndani brush, composed of different matemis; some¬ 
times of peacock's feathers, or the Ixianliful plumage of the bird of 
paradbe; some ace of cusa grass, or the leaves of tire palmyra tree. 
Those most esteemed for elegance and utility united, arc formed 
liom the tail of the katass cow. Tliis aiiimai U a native of riiibel, 
Cachimerc, and some of the oordiern provinces of Hindoslan. Tlic 
beauty of these tails, or chouries, depends upon: the whiteness, 
silkinesa, and lengtli of the hair, which is not taken off the tail, hut 
remains on the stump, set in a handle of gold, silver, or enamel 
Thns luxuriously semed, the Persians smoked their cullCons and 
nargills, kept up a Itvdy converstilion, and displayed some lasic in 
music, poetry, and painting. 

At ten o'clock we descended from the terrace to the saloon pifv - 
pared for supper, which was covered with rich carpets, cushions, 
and pillows of various kinds, illuminalcd from cut-glass chande- 
here, and onianientcd willi Persian paiulmgs, representing the 
youths and damsels of Iran in voluptuous indulgence, amid a pro¬ 
fusion of fruit, flowers, ices, and perfumes. Tliis room, supported 
otdy by pillars, opened on every side to a flower garden of roses, 
jasmin, raogreesi and double tuberoses, wiUi poQiegraimtes and 


luiler pknLs surmtmcUng stnitll cuimU atitl fouutftin^ play tug M-iLli 
chiligliU'ul efibct. The Engtisli gcnllcincn ^vere seated at a table in 
the upper part of iltc saloon* cohered in dtc European manner. 
Tlt&i)tiler guests* according lo onentul custom, were ptaced in two 
n>ws on ibc carpet* and llic supper served between tLein ou a small 
elevation^ The repast cousbicd of great variety, m pilaus* curries, 
kebau, and utlier savoury disti^ cojit|>osrrl of, ur intended to he 
udxcd with rice, wUch is the princtpal grain eaten by tiio higher 
ranks iliroughout Hindostan. Some of Uic pilaus appeared to tne 
extremely cutioiis, and u’ere the first! bad seen at any onental 
entertainmeut. Tlie vizier asked mo to partake of venison* pen- 
fowl, kid, poultry; anti game. Not seeing any on the i;d>le* I hesi¬ 
tated in my dliokc, aud wus then in formed tliat tite difieM'ut ttisltes 
of rice. In various cotonra* were favoured with the gravy, or raiher 
essence ofjill those diversitira* An antdope, two or three pea¬ 
cocks* or A dozen partridges* were stewed down into a sltxmg gravy, 
to flavour as many dishes of rice, which having snflicicntly imbibed 
I he easence of the animals, were placed before the Are until every 
grain was separate, and Uien semd on llic table. 'I'he liquors 
oftered to the guests were only water and a variety of shcibeis. 
Neither the Persians nor Moguls, in defiance of the precepts of the 
koran, often object to wine ormueli stronger Ikptort in private, 
Cambay at this time coutalnetl iteveml ijolde i^erstan familii's, 
who Idf their counliy fifty years before, ;Lfter Shah Ilu^sdn had 
been inuriiered by Meet Mahmud* and the Afghans uHirfKd the 
soveret^ly; ofotiietl who abuiaioded that uiiluippy kingdom some 
veara afterwards, when Nadir Shall seized the throne, niid destroyed 
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tlio royal line of Seilie*; and of several ihor* wJto aectunpanieti tlmt 


usurpt^r it! liis uiarcli to X)eUu, ttnd k*ft liitii the CoiKpicst ti> 
MJltlii \ti vaiiou* parts of llie Mogtil empire wllli llieir share of the 
plnntlcr, 

The wealthy Persian etnigranfs generally bring willj tliem 
pearls, Uiiiitionils, anti oilier jewels to a large amount, ’I'hcy lie m 
a small eompasii, and arc llie most certain means of securing a 
competency in a foreign country* 1 saw a valuable assortment of 
precious Slones at Cambay, belonging to a Persian nobleman, m* 
tended for sale; among diem wits a diamond of the first water, 
sLujwd like a prism, weigliing an liuudred and seventeen corals, 
and eslimated at iwenly-five thousand [jounds. 'I’lio proprietor 
informed me of a diamond iheu in ihe royal treasury at Ispaban, 
which weighed two honda'd mul sixty-four carats, and was valued 
at four hundred and twenty thousand pounds. This is probably 
the same stone meutioned by Tavernier, at that lime in possession 
of ibeMociil emperor, which weighed two hundred and seventy-iiine 
corals, and its value was estimated at half a million sterling. The 
variation lii the weight and price in a gem of such magnitude, may 
he easily allowed helwcen a Persian and European traveller, ’I'lus 
imperial diamond is a brilliant of heaulilul shape, called by way 
of eminence Km Twr, ** the Mill of Lustre," alluding to Mount 
Siuai, ill Arabia* where God appeared in glory to Moses. /\no* 
ther diamond of a ftal surface, nearly as valuable as llie former, U 
denouimated DoWaoitxw*, “ the CX'cun of Lustre ” These 
cent jewels formed part of Nadir Shahs plunder at Delhi In 
\riicn ihc riches he cum&l ofT excceiled sevenly millions alerlmg. 
Tlie most superb article of this inipcriai spoil was the TucM-Tamit 
of peacock-ihrone, in which the expanded rail ol' ihc peacock, iu 


its nalurat siite, was vniiialcd in jewellerj, composed af the most 
cosily dJainonds* rubies^ emeralds^ sapphireSr tnpazest and aine- 
tliystSf producing a wondcrAjl elTeei, This diruue was valued at 
ten crom of rupees* upwards of twelve millions sterling. After ibe 
assassinauan of Nadir Siiali thb plunder was iratisiwrlcd into vari¬ 
ous couniries, ami since the laie revolutions in Ptasia lias been 
iiioro widely* disiwraed. 

Jewels have been always held in high estitnalian: sacred and 
profane ivriiers extol iheir beauty and value; tlic Romans, under 
their luxurious emperors, carried this extravagant supcrftuity to 
the utmost prodigatUj. Diamonds with ihem do not appear to 
have been in so much rtxjuesl as pearls, ofi^ which they possessed 
some immensely valuable: one, presented by Julius Csesar to Ser- 
viliB, the mother of Brutus, cost Lini forty-eiglit ilmusaml poutub 
sterling. The edtbraled pearl ear-rings of Cl^patra m’re valued 
at our luindrcd anil sixty iliousand pounds. 

Jn the oppressed and imimverblicd cily of Cambay, at the lime 
1 last saw it, there was no demand for jewels, uor any other valuiilile 
conimodity; they were genernlly scut to Sunil, Bombay, or China, 
where they found a ready sale. The magnificent prismatic dia¬ 
mond I have just mentioned, was lOst in ti dreadful storm a few 
nKinlhs afterwards at Surat bar, where the ship in which it was 
freighted, with a rjmnl>tr of other vessels, fijundcred at their aii- 
ehoTs. Catiibay in ibrmtT time^, wlvcn the sea llowcd near its 
walls, was the grand cm[>ori«mi of Gu/crat, and the retort of iiier- 
ehaiits from every (jimrier of Uic glolic- Queen ElijjabcUi, the first 
English monarch who cncouraged the Indian trade, sent oul three 
persons in 1583, iritli letters to the M»vcrtiigns of Cliiha and Cam- 
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bay. Tills Uiai the latter was at that ihne a place of great 

coromercial aotoricljr,. In the year IGOO liib wise tuonarcL granted 
tlie first charter to the Bast Lidia Company* hy ivhlch they became 
the exchishx traders to the East Indies, with a capital of sercaly* 
iwo thotisand pounds. 

A very fev? years after Qiitsen Eliaabclii's embassy, Cecsar Frcs* 
dcricke, a merchant of Vcince* visited tliis comilry, and to bis 
travch, wliicli were printed in London in this entertaining 

writer thus describes the trade of Cambay; *' ^o great ships can 
go thither by reason of the shallowness of liio water, but they carry 

the trade in smai) barks, wluch ran sail in aJI pacts of the guiph. 
Tltc principal city in Canibala is called Amadaur, or Aluuadiibad; 
it is a very great city, ami very pupulutts; and for a city of the 
gentiles it is very welt made, and builded with fair houses, iiod 
large streets. Cambay is also a vciy fair city, and if I had not 
seen it 1 could not have believed dial theio sUoiild have been such 
a trade as there is; for in the tune of every new and full moon tlie 
small barks come in and go out, laden witli all sorts ofspiccs, with 
silhof Cltiim, with sandal, with clephauis'teeth, velvets ofVerciui, 
great quaituiy of [mtiiniia^ wlueli coiiiclh from Mecca, with cluckiw 
nos, which be pieces of gold worth seven shilling, will money, 
and with divers sorts of other mcrchaudi!!e. AIjio these barks lade 
out an infinite quantity of cloth stamped and |)uinte(l, with a great 
deal of indigo, dried ginger, and conserved myraboJatis dry and 
candied, boraso in paste, great store of sugar, girat quamity of 
cotton, ahuntlaure of opium, asafmiidu, puchio, and many other 
sorts of drugs; lurbants made in Diu, great stones like to como 
Ihiits, granites, agates, diaspry. caiccdoity, henuitisl, and some otlier 
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kind of nalirmi diamonds. During the lime I dwelt in Cambay I 
saw many iiiarvt^us iltinga i and tn lliat time the city was in 
great calamity and scarceness, so that I have seen the men of die 
country, who were gentiles, take tlteirchildren, their sons and their 
daughters, and liave desired the PortugaJs to buy ihem t and I ha^e 
seen them sold lor eight or ten lorines a*pieoe, which inuy be of ^ 
our money from tea to thirteen shillings sterling.'^ 

Cambay continued a dourishing commercial city long after the 
abore period; the Mogul princes who then reigned encouraged 
.^agriculture, manufactures, and trade. It gradually declinetl dur¬ 
ing the convulsions of the empire in the ei^tcenth century, and 
the cruel and oppressive government of Mohman Caun, the then 
reigning mibob, hod completed its ruiti. He pnded himself on 
being an excellcnl Persian scholar, : but I should suppose he hud 
never read the Tears of Kborassan,<une of the most beautiful poems 
in that language, from which I have eattaoied a fe^ stanzas apph" 
cable to the present subject, translated by Captaini'VV. Kirkpatiick. 

Say^ dotd ilm kj^aw ivhat iiiM corifaaiEjn raigiu 

•• And bow Jw mm Hffi mtssM. d" ittin ? 

d&il thoa kaaw* of ^ dQdcut Ixmt^ 

** Ami j^tmwLi sgbti tb» ^twsA ket -hnx thifmo^, 

** K» itm or anmniAil now mpp^n ? 

” Here uinllAft ibrrc», iq wes *mt wonb tmlhtaown^ 

Ecir tfae^ creal^i nod ti tEnp^icnn loiir^ 

" Comnuiui ihe fnllll U'iuKP TtT ftl#^ li] ^ 

** Here Enunce 3[ eirrui; m diiwe^ 

Aiul ipinu tba li»id wltfcA tbqwmdh 

O bnni rcvci^f Mid Ikle^ too—ind swere 1 
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* ** Of ifHne liiw ^rctdi^ in vsila tdkf 

111 fup itifljrin^siaifkatid ibair wttmgt f 

Brkold tb« 4i}iiidrrAak di4miirlieg> Upd J 

■* The iiKrfy ipcWlten, bf be^iveB resgn'd* 
h pc^ta dDF^fsocUf ein4 to ilunpo^ 

** Jji lliKv* wbm Roio ndjpiB m dreajill^l 
Whom fonuTH iirnks ps, oc viaairi joyt pwaJtT^ 

»-n. ,.»*,»« <is».i^ I. ita u»< 

•* ij.tBfeic ft 4f»l^si Canale to lio footidi 
*f Wliejc tkpk of diiUiio km akaanii ?— 

if "Tk f-puSet ip&at ksnki^ ton Ikfi urmsb. 

^ ibrnii deiceiidcil from a oofek iwS 
fi/ luid wt^ ftfve the mrm thj^ tow« to grac^a 
*i Wli 0 fp*e^ t'adjofO Uio mliL-teil'iDrti tliy tiizne i 
By bmif hjrtwsmi'ijmf Kiog* wo thcc coajwsj 
*' wot^^lo eorej— 

.** Eo «Kall « gttNiftji Wictfki tirf pftiia procijtxi.’^ 

Dr. Robertson has {Imwn a )>cai)iifu] j^icture of an' oriental 
sovereign : but I fear itic original is onlj* to be fonnd in Utopian 
dimes: I confers I never met 'vitli such a cljaracier in tnv travels; 
nor can I End one among those of more extensive research in the 
courts bf Asiatic princts, tnoilt^n as that amiable writer thus do* 
scribes his virtuous monarch. “ A tJifuloo rajaht as I hare been m- 
formetl bj; persons wdl acquainted with the state of India, lescm^ 
bles more a father presiding in a numerous familj^ of his own ciiiU 
dren, than a sovereign mling over inferiora, subject to liis domt- 
nibn. lie endeavours to secure thdr happiness witli vigilaal 
sondtude; they are ^lachcd to him with Iho most tender adeo 
tion. and inviolable Edelity.'^' 
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I am soiTjr lo dissent from ibis cckbrnied bistorian* and (Itc ireft* 
iutbfined persons ffum whom fm obiaiocd the infonnathm; but »o far 
from being able to confirm such pleasing cbamcieristics; I must, 
on the conirarj, affirm that I never met with such a pallem of 
rojal virtuCf nor with such grateful and amiable snbjecls* in iiij 
intercourse wiib the tnluibiUinb of India. That the Hindoo 
rajahs hi the time of DushinanlBt Vicramaditya, and other coeval 
princes, recorded in the early bralunin chronicles, might jjossess 
tliose benevolent attributes, I do not deny* Wo liavc every, reason 
10 believe those patriarchal rajahs were die fathers of their [leople; 
but from my own knowledge of modern Hindoo chieflams by 
whom I was surrounded at Dliuboy, of the Maliratta peshwa 
and his nobles with whom I was long encamped, of the king 
ofTravencore, and of other princes with whom I was acquainted, 
I cannot draw so favourable a conclusion. 1 atn willing to believe 
there ate exceptions: wherever I have found them, I fdt a plea¬ 
sure ill noticing their cojiiparalive cxcelleiice, whether Hindoos 
or Mahoincdans. 

1 have frequently meniionetl the wild-boasts in Guzomi: dur¬ 
ing oiir nocturnal encainpinents on this journey, our auewdanls* 
who, probiibly actuated by their fears, preferred sleeping in the 
towns, were constantly tolling us of the number and ferocity of 
the ligtTrs in llmt part of Guzerat, Inil wc were never iiioleslerl; 
allltough, not long before, in l ravelling by torch liglit, with two 
English ladies, and a large party, from Dhuboy towards the Ncr- 
budda, a royal dger sprnng among my cavalry, overilirew one of 
the riders, and killed his hoise by lire blow. The last of the 
specit^ winch I destroyed in the Dhuboy putgunna was a leopard, 
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most beautifully spoiled ^ wlikli weighed about two bundrecl and 
^Ay pouods; his sirengUi and ferocity equalled bis stae, and liaU 
lono’ rendered him a terror to the villages near hb liaiiuls> 

So great ts the dread of beasts of prey in li»e villages on the 
Sabermatly river, at the bead of the Gulpb of Canil>ay, that the 
inliabitants carefully coiled all their catlie williin the mud walls 
wiUt which every village is encircled, at ilie close of day; aAer 
wliich all egress is avoided; and even the dogs, insiinctively con¬ 
scious of the pcrib by which Uiey are sunouuded, keep witldll 
the protcdioii of the walls. 

It ^ ccrtahiTy dangerous to travel in the jungles, or Indian 
forests, after sun-set, when the savage beasts leave ihcir Iiaunlsj 
and prowl abroad for prey; but as they retire, tojlieir dens at the 
approach of dawn, we do notoAcu hear of accidents. They reign 
by night, aud claim ihcir wild domain: the day belongs to man. 
Equally beautiful as just is that passage in the royal psalmist, 
** Thou raakcsl darkness, and it is night, wherein alt the beasts of 
Uie forest come forib, and the lions roar after their prey. The sun 
ajisethj and lliey gather themselves logetbeTt and lay liicm riowti 
iu tbdr dens. Man goeth forllt unto bb work and lo hb labour 
until Qie evening. O Lord! how manifold are thy works; in 
wisdom bast Ihou ntado them all!” 

Sir Charles Malet, then president at Cambay, shewed me the 
skin of a lioness wtucU bad been recently found with some of lier 
whelps, in a forest near tite river Sabermntty, not many mites from 
Cambay. The existence of lions in ibis part of India had been 
hilherto unknown to Europeans, The norihem provinces, Ixjrder- 
iug upon Persia, abounded with those animals, and a&>rded noble 


aport to tin* hnpcnal princes tu tlicir huntiajr parttoi from Delhi 
ojitl Agra. 

As the discovery of lioos in Guzci-ai was perfectly novd. Sit 
diaries indulged me witli an extract frotii bis itineraryT wlwo» 
in consequence of such an iullEnatiou, he went with a party of 
Moguls and Fcisians to the forest of Diirlee, about twenty iniliis 
to the noi'Lliward of Cambay, two months before our arrival. This 
extract presents a very inlerestiug scene; which 1 shall not dotbe 
ia any other language tlmn bis own» as U is written with aji the 
zest and wamitit of feeling, occasioned by tnimediaie impresiuotis, 
wbicti no correciuess of st^'le or studied expressions can give ui a 
subsequent lecoUcctiou. 

tif Murth 17 S!. 

« Haviko killed some elks and antdop^, without 
meeting with any we proceeded this morning to Coora, lu 

3 wilder part of the country, where wc were more likely to meet 
witli those aninmL«. As we advanced into Llie w'ood in pursuit of 
our game, wc saw in one of its thickest glooms a numljcr of large 
dead serpenu; some entirely derouied, except their skins; some 
half ealim, and others apparently just killed; wc also obscrvetl 
the bones of various animals strewed thick all about this spot. On 
t^xpressing tuy surprise at this appearance, the cmintTj pwjplc 
assnred me it was a proof of our being very near ibe baunt of 
these savage beasts; and mutual exhortations followed to.be steady 
and circumspect; in fact, in a few paces we discoveret), in the sod 
grass and moss, the almost perfect figures of several mitmids, of 
various siacs, who liad beeu reposing there; and the carnivorous 
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smelb which llien aisuileit us, and ihe numerous and TCc«ni 
impressions of the f«l of beasts of prey, Jdl us uo rtvom lo 
UoubL of ihe evidence w^hich 1 had just received of this being 
the gloomy residence of ihe savage race who had been roused by 
our approach. 

•* Having iisutched for two nights in vain, on the third evening 
we lied lures of goats and asses under the trees, in three iliffcrenl 
places, and at each of these stations three marksmen, including 
myself, waichetl in a tree. About midnight, four aniuoals, whkh 
we imagined to be tigers, but afterwards discovered lo be lions, 
having at some dialance taken a momentary survey of the goat 
lied ai one of the [hjsIs, rushed furiously on it; and the largest of 
them seizing it by the neck, willi one shake broke the bone, and 
the animal was instantly deprived of life, 'llic lion tlien made all 
effort to carry off bis prey, which being purposely bound witli 
strong conls he failed in the altcuipt. At lhai insiaut two of the 
marksmen posted with me in the Lrra fired and wounded him, 
but he suffered onlv a momculary stupeftictionj for immediatdy 
recovering, he ijuittcd the slain goat and retired. One of a smaller 
size instantly came farward and seized the goat, when the ihird 
marksman firedi and wounded himj he also directly retired t but, 
by' the light of the moon, wc perceived that they both retreated 
with dilficuUy, 

On assembling the neat morning from our respective posts, 
we tracked the lious to some distance, by the bloody which having 
at lengtli lost, I resolved to penetrate into ilie depth of their haunts. 
For this purpose 1 scut for the people of the nearest village, and 
with some difficulty prevailed upon them to shew me the place 
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of their retreat. 1 then accompanied tliem* wUli eight tnusketceps» 
a few mites Uniter, to an almost impcnetrahle jungle, or ilitckei^ 
extending for several nulcs. Soon nAer entering this dismul ^cne, 
our people from difTerent quarters gave the alarm; but notlung 
appearing witliin ^thol, wc proceeded further Into the gloomy forest, 
‘^'hicb was impervious to the sunV rays, and so eutaoglc<l fvith tin* 
derwood, that we were obliged fit^uentlj to proceed ujKiQ our 
hands and knees. In a short time the vitlagcis discovered and 
announced ihn wounded lions; and we were instantly saluted by a 
most tremendous roar, and a rrightful rushing through the thicket; 
which, with the gleam of ^bres, the shouts of the i>any, and the 
tliick darkness, formed an awful and terndc scene. The animala 
retreating, we followed, until we arrived at a part of the wood ab* 
solutoly impenetrable. Thus slopped, we Hred several shot at 
those places where wc oliserved the birds to appear in constema' 
tion, but without effect. 1 then, with three or four of the stoutest 
of my com|>anian5, endeavoured to push forwards, when our pro* 
gress was ngain Impeded bjr a terrific growling, at a very small 
distance; but so com[|]icatcd was the jungle, and so dark tlie at* 
niosplicre, that we could not see our object, nor, had we been able 
to discover it, could we cither have presenlcfl our pieces or used 
our sabres; thus circitmstaucrd, we retired, and tell upon the 
expedient of collecting tiie bufialoes from the ue^ltbouriiig fields, 
and driving lliem forcibly into this fastness: which the buCaloes 
had no sooner cntcrctl iliau they were saluted by such a horrid roar, 
ns put them most precipitately to firghl, and our game, roused 
by the charge, changed its situation; wliich was ol^n'ei), and 
taken iiumediate advantage of; for, on proceeding to the spot. 
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%'liich was somewhat more opeiit and consequenlljr more favour* 
able ID tlMi uag of our amis, 1 adraaced willim a verj few- paces, 
and lodged u brace of balk in Ms liearu 

“ My fire was secoodcd bjr a volley from ihe other musketeers; 
and the noise of their pieces ivas succeeiled by soiiiclliing, wliicli . 
could neither be eiyled roaring nor groaning, but a fnghU'ul tnlx- 
tuie of boiiu Not knowing iJiai our balls Imd effectually re^ 
moved every cause of apprahension, and lhai this roctferatioit was 
the sympiom uf cxpiraliou, 1 concluded that the creature was now 
thorougtdy enraged, and nietliluling vengeance; ivilh this idea, 1 
quitted iny (ilece, and betook myself to my sabre; but after a 
short .pause, observing the rustling in the iliicket to cease, and 
the vocileriUlon to grow fainter, I advanced to the spot where tlie 
auiinal lay; and one of my people haiing laid open three of Ids 
ribs by the stroke of a swortl, 1 with another n^rly severed hts 
head from his body: and then dragging him from his relrcjit, I 
hau!e<l lum, amidst the acclamations :tnd congratuIailoEis of the 
vilhigets, to niy tents, where I arrived at noon, liaving spent siic 
hours in rousing, pursuing, and killing our game; which In that 
iuiervul had received three balls, exclusive of tiie wound infilctcil 
ou the preceding nighL 

“ This beast was called by tlie couniry people oonlia-bang, or 
camchtiger, and is by tlicni esteemed to be die firercesl and luosi- 
powerful of tliut race. His colour w'as that of a camel, verging to 
yellow, but without spots or stripes; not high in stature, but 
powerfully massive, with n head and loreparb- of admirable size 
and strength. He was killed near the village of Coora, on the 
hanks of ihe Sahennalt)', fiffeen coss from Cambay. 
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** Ncarlj- five quarts of oil were extracMed frotn tins animal, 
tvbich lh(i peasants of that country consider to be very efficacious 
in rLeunnaiic compliunts, and it Is used extcnially in diose and 
aotuOjOlbcr disoRlers. The oil of iLc lion was cxlractefl by slew* 
irig die desh, when cut up, with a quantity of spices: the meat wus 
white, and of a delicate appearance, and was eaten by the wau- 
gtees, or hunteis, who ejEiractcd liie oil*" 

We left Cambay at dajr-break on die dd of May, and in three 
hours reached liie viJIage of Sujeulni, fifteen miles distant; where 
we pitched our tents, and spent die sultry hours in a tamarind 
grove, near a spacious lake; indeed all the towns and villages wif 
saw, liad lUose valuable reservoirs; Aliul Faail mentions an 
an dent city of Guat-rat,. called Beernagur, that contained three 
hundred Hindoo temples, each of which had a lank of water, lie 
alsKi tlesi^bcs the conntTy two hundred years ago exactly as it is 
at tho present day, when the abundance of mangoes and other 
fruit bees gave it the apjicarance of a perfect garden; in the midst 
of which stands the rid: and populous village of Sujentra, in 
Uic PiUad puTgunna, surroundedl by extensive fields, b'ghJy cnl- 
tivated, and planted with ro« s of mangoes, tamarinds, and khimeys, 
oil large and shady fruit trees. Sujctitra Ijulougs to a set of dancing- 
girls, who frequently huve lands and villages assigned them by die 
princes of Hinclostan. 

■When the sun dcciincd, we renewed our journey, Over a broad 
;$andy road, very heavy for tlie caitio and palanquin heartr^. Tra* 
veliing by moonhglit, wcuirived at a late Itoirr at Kaimh, a con- 
siderablc fortified town belonging to the Brodcra cliiefbiin, situated 
on on eminence, near die confluence of two small rivers, called the 
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WoTlruc anJ Seme; we forded the latter* and slept itibur palaa- 

(]|Uina on the banlis of the Wariruc. 

Xbe next tnorning we rose with the dawn* and coroinenccd 
our last day^s journey to Ahined-abad, through a deUghlful pari 
of (Jumat; hut, although approaching the capital we found it 
tiol so well cultivated as tnatty other dbtricts, occasioned by Ijc- 
i«g \'ery much infested by llte CooUes and Collies. The villages 
are large and populous, and the houses built of bricks in frames 
of tiinlxT. Small scattered hamlets would be unsafe in a district 
where llte peasants are obliged to unite in considerable force to 
defend themselves against the Ijanditli, The land contiguous to 
tlie villages was well cultivated, and phinted with fruit trees. The 
fields in Guaerai, except for very particular crops, do not require 
much manure: what they use is chiefiy the dung of animals, and 
tlic refuse of the cow-houses; at Bombay, and on many parts of 
tlic Malabar coast, they manure li*e land with rotten fish* blubber* 
and other putrid snljsUncca* offensive and unwholesome: it has 
been forbid in Bombay. A very good substitute, and indeed a 
most excellent manure, is the remains of the cocoa-nut after the 
oil has been expressed from U; this also eonstiliites a niilritioua 
food for oxen, but gives the milk of the co'vsan unpleasant taste, 
Cow-dung is used for so tnany purposes by the Hindoos, cspeciulty 
by the religious brahmins, that very little of it gw« for manure; 
their houses and humbler tlewals are covered with, and purified by 
it: when perfectly dry* it has a neater ap^iearancc than we should 
sui»p<>sc- places where wood is scarce, the cow-dung is made 
up into cakes, and dried for fuel, which the brahmins and Hindoos 
of rank prefer to any other. 
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The UACuJtirjited tracts in Cu^rai are waotly» and abenmd 
with tigers, leopards, hyenas^ wolv^, wild-hogs, and a vanciy 
of dcCT, elks, and antelopes, with ll»cwe large brilliant eyes, so 
lugUy extolled in oriental poctiy. The Persian and Arabian 
poeta are extremely fend of alluding to these bcauUftii eyes, 
which, according to lady Woriley Montague^^ translation, ” are 
black and lovely, but wild and disdainful as those of I tie stag:"* 
this idea extends from the gaaeJIe of Arabia to the rein-deer of 
Lapland, as we find In the songs of those non hern regtona^ Ir 
the Song of songs, the enraptuicd monarch seems to prefer the * 

“ dofes' eyes, which rarishcd bis liean, as- the eyes of doves by die 
rivers of watos, ivashed with milk, and fitly set witliin the locks.” 

But the gaaeile, or amelope. Is^ost probably alluded to by hisena- 
mour»l princess, when she says, her l>eloved “ conieiii leaping over 
the moaatains, and skipping upon die hills; like a roe, or a young 
hart he lookech iui'th at the wmdow:», shewing himself through 
die latdce." 

I’he more I saw of Guzeraf, the more 1 admired its fertility 
and beauty: to both of which three noble rivers, the Taptee, the 
Nerbudda, and the My hi, largely contribute; while the SahermaLty 
and inan^' smaller streams, water its luxuriant plains. In the 
reign of Akbar die semboh of GuEemt contained nine sircars, or 
laige districts, which w'cre subdivided into otic hundred and 
niucty-oight purgunuas, of which ihirleCtif were sea-ports. Hie 
amount of revenue was furtj-tbrec ciore, sixty-dgbt lacks, !;,301 
dams, together with one lack, fr3,6'2d dams of port duties; the 
whole being equivalcot to sicca nipees lCVe96,i23AI L Tlie 
lueastned lauds in Guxerat exceeded one more nnd sixty-nine 
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lacks of beegala, and ii Uien niained 67|S73 cavalry* and 8900 
jufanlry. 

1 conclude lliis account of Gmmt, taken from the Aywu 
Akbery* with a short extract from Abul Faasl s description 
of Hindostan in general ‘‘The whole extent of lids vast etn- 
pire is niiequatled for the excellency of its waters, salubrity dl 
air, mildness of climate, and the temperate consdtutioDs of the 
natives. Every part ia cultivated and hdl of inhabitants, so tlint 
you camioi travel the distance of a coss without seeing towns and 
villages, anti tnceihig with good water. Even in the depth of 
winter the earth and trees are covered with verdure; and in the 
rainy season the air is so deUghtfully pleasant, llmt it gives youthful 
vio^ur to old age." 

** In the fortieth year of the reign of Akher, the imperial 
dominions consisted of one hundred and five sircars, or provinces, 
sulxiivided into two llmurand seven hundred and iliirty-seven 
koutmhs or townships: the rc^-enne of which he settled at sicca 
rupees, 9,0743881, 2, 5. The empire was then parcelled out into 
twelve grand divisions or soubahs,cach of which was committed to 
the care of a soubahdar or viceroy: to which the sovereign of the 
world was pleased to add three more, whicii he had obtained by 
conquest, thus increasing ibe number to fifteen ” 

Such was the empire of Akher, and in all his vast domain no 
part in iwauty and fertiliiy exceeded the province of Guzerat, 
which stUl abounds wiili lar^ cointitercial cities, the capitals of 
districts wUidi, since the dismeiuberment of die Mogul empire, 
Uave become independent. Popnlous villages and a wdUullivated 
eouniiy enrich most of Uie parguuuas witli crops of wheat, rice. 
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harlcj, and abundaoce of inferior grain; while coiton^ indigo, and 
tobacco, amply repay the Utile trouble they occasion flie^ farmer, 
fay a ready sale at foreign markets. 

XafuFC s^ms aho-to be peculiarly favourable to the animal 
tribes in Guzerat; the oxen are esteemed the finest iu India; they 
are perfectly white, with black horns, a skin delicately soil, and 
eycii rivalling those of tho antelope in fariiltant lustre. The osca 
reared in the northern part of titc province aie noble animals, 
superior in strength, sfaiet and docility; some of iliem travel with a 
liadscry from thirty to forty miles a day, and are yoked to the car¬ 
riages of the wealthy Hindoos in distant pans of India. I had a 
very fine pair of iltese white oxen, in spirit, sixe,aud beauty* e<iual 
to most 1 ever saw in Cmrerat; and in sweetness of temper and 
gentleness of inaiuicrs nearly approaching the elepltaiu tomierly 
described in Rngubah's campaign. U'itli these anironls I travelled 
many thousand miles in i)ie tlelightful province of Guzerat. Tlic 
Aji*een Atl>ery mentions some of these oxen valued atone hundred 
gold niohurs the pair, a sum nearly equal to two hundred pounds 
sterling; the comuibn price at dint period was from ten to twenty 
mohurs a pair; while at the same lime the usual price of a good 
cow, yielding daily tw'cnly quarts of milk, was imly ten rupees. Or 
twenty-five shillings, in the beast-market at Delhi. A smaller breed 
of ih^ animals is employed iu the province in agriculture, and 
the transportation of merchandize. I'hcre is also a variety of 
inferior in size, strength, and value, reared m dilferent parts of 
Guzerat for the same purposes; these are of all colours, and with 
the usual characlerblics of Uie s|Micie3 in other parts of Ili^, 
dost an. 
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Horses in India are seldom empiojcd for the paek or draft; a 
grval number are bred in different parts of Ouzerai to supply the 
cavalry of lire respective govemmchlsj those of Cutchand Coltya- 
T» ar are in high esUmaiion, but the best horses arc brought to India 
from Arabia, Persia, and Tariary; from the two former the trading 
vessels ^meliiues import tnules^ of a iaige siae, which are very 
serviceable animals, and far more hardy than the hue breed of 
horses brought from ilie same country. Many horses of various 
descriptions are bred h. the Deckan and dm northern prevlnccs of 
Hindosian. all of wUidi are sure to find purclmsers at die courts of 
princes, and especially in llw Malmiila aimies. The horses of 
■rUibel are a |>ecuUar race, geirexully plod, uol exceeding the Eng¬ 
lish galloways in ahse* imtural amblcrsr aiid much valued as pads. 

Such were the animal and vegetable jreoductions of the coun- 
iry ihtough wltich we were now traveUing. If the goverutnent of 
MohmanCauu, nabob of Cambay, was discouragiug and oppres¬ 
sive, 1 am sorry to say there was no aincliomtion for the peasantry 
when we left his purgunna and entered the Maiuralta dominions. 
Wlielher the disiriou were under tire immediato goverojueni of 
delegates from the peshwa at Poouah, or ruled by tlifferent brandies 
of the Guicawar sovereigns in Gmrerul, the evils of dcsjioiisEn every 
where prevailed: the rapacity of venal and corrupt zemindars was 
fell in every village, and left the wreiche<l inbabitanb no choice of 
masters. Little as the poor ryot of India knows of a comfortable 
home, that Ihtle is most cruelly ini'ringed by rapacious harpies of 
every dcactiption. 

'fhe nearer we approached the capital the more we traced the 
former splendor and magnificence of tlie moguls: ruined palaces, 
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and QiftusnlcnniS) nrhicU once lulonied Uie counttj, now 
add a striking and tnclandioly feainns lo its desolation; tliese ftre 
conspicuous in every village in ibc campa^a ot AJuncdabadt and 
form a striking contnist to llie mud cottages und tbatclicd liovcb 
of tbe Mahrattah peasanity. 

On our arrival at Betwah* or PuUotvah, wlucb were loJd 
had once formed apart of the suburbs of Alimedabnd (but was 
now a detached vilt^c five miies Iroin Uic city walls)^ we were coii- 
ducted to a large squaie, containing several inalioniedan tombs 
and grand mausoleums; some were of while marble, otberc of 
stone, covered with the finest stucco, white aa alabaster, and eacjui- 
sitely polbhed, Tlie domes rvere supported by elegant columns 
ihclr concaves rkldy oniamenled, and the tessellated marble pave- 
mewl btautifully arranged, viwl'with those of ancient Rome in the 
museum at Porrid; the tracery tn tbe windows resenibled tl»e 
Gothic specimens in -European catliedmls; and the smail cupolas 
which cover each tomb are of fine marble, curioualy inlaid with 
fruit and flowers, in festoons of ivory, moiher-of-|iearl, comeliaiis, 
onyxes, and precious stones, as tieiit as in European snutf-boxes. 
'fbe small tombs in tbe centre of tl>e buildings arc adoriie<l willi 
palls of gold and silver sluif, strewed with jessmntii and mogrees. 
and Hung round wiill ostriches’eggs and Isimpi, which an* kept 
conlinualiy burning by the fakeers and derviscs maintained there 
for that purpose. 

Near most of the mahomedan cities in Asia are Uicse extensive, 
cemeteries (none being allowed within the walls) canuuning a num¬ 
ber of beautiful temples, sometimes supported by ptlhirs and open 


on all aides, at oiliew closed like a scpuldiral cbamber, Tritli only 
one door; each has a niarbls Umih in ih© centre* under wliich is 
deposited the l?ody of the deceased. These liurying-grounds fre¬ 
quently afford shelter to the weair traveller when overtaken by the 
night, and at a loss for bettci’ accotiiniodalkm; and iheir recesses 
are aJso a luding-place for liileves and mnrdercrSj who salty out 
from thence to eommit Uscir aociurDci depredations. Thus we read 
in scriptuiie of demoniacs dwelling aniong the tombs in Judea : 
they are likewise the scene of many adventures in the Pei^ian and 

Arabian tales. 

Except among tlie Parsees* whom 1 have mentioned as the fol¬ 
lowers of Zoroaster, there seems to prevaVl OiroughouL India the 
greatest respect and □ffeettonale vciieraiiou for the dead. I'lie 
pious attcndotis of the mahometlaits, from the niagnt6ccnl mauso- 
Icum of Taje Mahal, the crown of the seniglio at Agra, to the hum- 
bleat grave strewed with floivcr^ in the village cemetery,.confirm 
this pleiisittg milh: and altliougU the llindoos in general, after 
burning the bmly of the deceased, and scattering the ashesinto the 
air, do not erect a monuuienl ora cenotapb in any particular spot, 
yd the parent lives in the memory of his children, and the husband 
iu that of his wife, if she survive him. Numerous annual ceremo- 
Dicsare enjoined, and most affectionately performed by Urn Hin¬ 
doos to the mimes of llieir ancestors. Mr* Wilkins, in a note upon 
the Ilectopades, informs us, tlnil a Hindoo’s hope of happiness after 
dealli df fiends upon liU having a son to perform the offering of the 
consecrated cake, ut»d other ccTemoiiics, by which he e.vjiccts that 
his soul will Ik.* released the torments of Naraka. Arid we 
find feliat Absalom in his Ufclline reared up for himself a pillar in 


the king's dale^ because he had no son to keep hia name in reinGin* 
branoe. 

to 

tl34^ ad iw, pucti! ■ummr'A pride^ 

threw ht Moom^ tfdom fMt wod wlde« 

^ Kw btdihjHf buncim (Ail ^ 

'' Taa i^iTiti^ fiiTp alas 1 ESid tweet to lat I 

** But thi»^ mtcr'd be ^oh ^oi leift 
^ Bf CTticl Tui% iktpdlit^ Utisfj 

^ £iin tram ibue leaTCfr «dLhalet g rkb ^aediime^ 

** Still tb^ m iimp^ tbcj bm ccu'd to bloom f 
So tow'd TOtiOThmuaM o lutig fled 
^ O^er tbe sad beait tbelr sootbing hijlueccc tlied i 
** While ia the brsaft k »r'd c*dl withered leaf 
^ Of {BEftdEtl^^tu ^Ihoili |3jttciit£tkf B'f 4 Lu>¥^. 

1 was ddighte<1 with the mausoleums at Betwah, but the Mub 
lahs assured me they were inferior Ho tbo^ at Agta and Deltih 
where imperial .iwealtli and magiiiiicciice Imd united to decorate 
the loiiibs of the Mogul pritiees und their fiivourite sultanas. Tlie 
finest marbles that could be procured were the must commoo ma¬ 
terials in tlii:se superb buildings; for the ontatneulal parts conrist- 
ing pf the moat elegant borders in a sort of araljesquc pauem, 
with festoons of fruit aud tiowers in their uaiural coloun, were 
composed entirely of iigates^ comcliantr, turquoise, lapisdamli, and 
other valuable gemu* rivalling llic most admired sjtcctmens of Utc 
inlaid marbles at Florence, where I comparcfl the charming origi¬ 
nals on the tombs of the ^Medici, with some beautiful drawings 
of the f aje Malial at Agra, belonging to an English lady la Tus¬ 
cany, ^ho had visited the magnificcni shrine at Agm. How for¬ 
cibly do iIjcsc remind us of the truth aud beauty of the metaphorical 
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language iii ihe sacred page, promisiog sublime aud spuiuial joys 
under allusions ftom diese subjects in oriental palaces! In ibc 
propUeucal books of the Old Testament it is said. “ 1 will make 
lUy windows of agates, and ihj gates of carhundeas, and ail tby 
borders of pleasant stones" In dje figurative descriptions of the 
New Testament we find the same ideas: “ Her light was like unto 
a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal: 
the wall was of jasper, and the foundations were gamisheil with 
die sapphire, the emerald, the chalcedony, ihc sardonyx, the chry¬ 
solite, the beryl, die topait, the aroeiliyst, and all maimer of pre¬ 
cious stones." 

From Petwah we tra^-elled over a tract of laud, once filled with 
crowded streets and populous tnaiisions, now a cultivated plain, 
covered with trees and verdure, unless where a falling mosque or 
mouldering palace reminded us ot' its former state- These rains 
increased as we drew nearer die city, until at length we travelled 
dirough acres of desolation- A a uiuveasul silence reigned: nothiog 
indicated our approach to a capital, nor did wc meet with one 
sad lustoriaa of the mournful plain/" wiUmul the gates of Alme- 
ilaliad [ 

Et eft uhi Twya ftiH. Otih. 

or rather lei me quote a similar scene in the expressive language 
of the prophetical writings, of a riiy still more magnificent than 
diher'rroy or the capital of Guaerai, that it should become a heap 
of ruins, a dwelling'place ibrdragons, an astonishment and a biss- 
ing, without an inhabitant; the wiki lieasEs of the desert slmukl be 
there, aud the Immes fidL of ddefu] creatures; the owls should 
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dwell i» tlivtr Imbiluiions. ‘Mx6 tlie sai/ff donee in tlicir plesuant 
places. Such is now the desolation round the circuiiiscribud wolb 
of .cUimedaluid; ii i$ ittcmlly the resort of tigers, hyenas, and 
jackals; die abotic of monkeys, guanas, acrjienUi and noxious 
'reptiles f - i 

a 

. . I 

Tliei^«irftialiaibo«eiltnl1«ep«IieeofCmr) 

•f Xbp ajuiilf BeaiiiKl w Itbe wjitcfa^EDWKH of S^inr.- 

Oo perusing this letter in manuscript. Sir Charles Alalct con- 
fiimecl the pioceding desotaiiou of Ahmedabad by a circunistiince 
during his encaiupnicni near lltc city of Aurungabad, where, 
noiong the ruins of the imperial palace, he saw a timid ham start 
Aotn the spot where once stood the throne of Aumngzebc, who 
gave his name to the city. The following account of this intercst- 
.'ing s'istt is transcribed from his journal: 

« May 31 , 1794 —Thb moniing we made another excursion 
lh>m our encampment to view die city of Aunm^bad and its cn- 
TtTons. We went first to the palace, which was l>uilt by Aiurung* 
aelie at the same lime as the city; ami in the luuUiplinly and 
extent of its offices and apartments, exhibits a strong proof of the 
magnificence of dial great but bigoUed inoiiarcli, and of the inci- 
iaccbolv mutability of human gmmicur; lor in the short sjwice of 
uiueiy yenre ibc splendid remains of this pi incely structure am 
nioitldcring into dust, and some parts <iiiilc obliterated ! 

*♦ Wc first entered by a lofiy gateway into a vast area called 
the Jelloug^, or the place where die imperial guards pirarfctl i the 
gates here, as in most other oriental palaces imd cities, being in¬ 
tended for the admission of slate cl^liants, with the exalted hou- 
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dar an their back®, are on a large scale* and add much to the 
gpneral gnindeor. Tpom ibe Jellougah vre ascended a noble fli^it 
of steps into anoUicr spacious court, on the western side of which 
was the duan aum, or public hall of audience, and upposilc to it 
the nobul kliuni, or muslcgallerj. On approaching the hall of 
audience, a timid bare started from the spot where stood llie mus- 
nud of Atimngzebe i ibat llirone where the proudest monarch m 
the world was seated in all his gJorjl The throne was clevatwl in 
the most conspicuous part of ihia superb ball; theiiall iiselt was 
filled with ameers of the first dlstiiiction, and the spacious court 
crowded with haughty wairiors and other nobles, while the air 
echoed with the swelling notes from llie nobatkhani, and the voices 
of the chopdors and heralds loudly proclainiiiig, “ May the king of 
the world lUe for ever^ From dmt throne, which the proudest 
nobles then approached with awe and palpitation, now sprang 
forth a terrified Ulllc haref* 

T~ This U fblloweil by an esceiknt description of the Taje Mahal, 
th^Iebrated mausoleum at Agra, already meiiiioned. which city 
then belonging u> the Mahratlas. this spot was appropriated for 
the accommodation of the English embassy. 

-* On approaching the tnnous city of Agra, or Akber*abad, the 
mtwt melancholy Tcruains of fonner grandeur presented themscUes 
on all sides; mosques, palaces, gardens, cararaiuaries, and mauso 
leums, mingled in one general ruin! On entering the gate of the 
city, at which there was no guard, I proceeded through the quar¬ 
ter called Momlaaabatl, ovfer a chaos of desolation for about two 
miles, to Taje MoW, tAe gem or diadem of ike seraglio, which was 
the place allotted by Mltndajte Sindm, the Mahratta chieftain, ibr 
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my accomnuxltiuon. This mausolciiint MrhicU siimils due 

north and souUj, on tho sonihern bank of tho river Jamna, was 
bftili b)' command of tlie emperor Shah jehan for tiie mtermenl of 
his favourite sidtanu M^mtaz jtKkl, or Mwtiazai Zwitattij the ** Pre~ 
emit mtin thtsere^lh, or Parifgfm of ihrage:** and at liis death hn 
remains were also bene deposited, Ijy order of Itis sf>n Aurungaebe. 

This building, in point of dt^ign and exccotion^ is one of die 
moat extensive, elegant, conmtodious, and perfect Works that wax 
ever undertaken and finished by one man. To this celebrated 
architect the emperor Sliah Jehan gave the tide of JE^errerr DutU 
or Jewei^haitded, to dislingubh liim from all other artists. This ex- 
inionlinarjr man, knowing the impatience of the emperor, and the 
pecidiarsitnatiODOf the intended simcinre on the precarious banks 
of the river, after laying a sbxiiig fotindation, secreted lumaelf for 
twelve months, nor could the strictest search by injpertul mandate 
dtacover his reircaL At the expiration of that }>eriodt he vohinta- 
nly appeared in Uie hall of audience* and throwiDg himself on the 
emperor’s clemency, dedared that Im had absconded from iIjc fear 
rtf being urged by his majesty to proceed with ilie superelructurc 
before he had sufficiently proved tlie solidity of the foundation; of 
this being now perfectly satisfied, he was ready to fulfil Uie impe¬ 
rial command, 

** Tlie astonishing art and niceness of the masonry has hitherto 
admirably withstood the devastations of lime; nor lias u succession 
cf barl)arous and predatory iuvadcra yet dared to violate die sanc- 
lity and beauty of this wonderful fabric. Jt k composed of two 
large squares; the outer one intended for the accommodtuioit of 
travellers, and the convenience of the infifrior officers allaclied to 
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ilj il,« inner court, which !» entered ibrotigli large gates of brass 
iifuler a slupendous dome, forms a beautiful garden, with a prof 
Sion offounmins, surroonded by magnificent buUdiogs for recrea¬ 
tion and devotion. At die north end. dose to the lank of the 
Jumna is the grand dome, under which the royal remains are depo- 
sited. It is built entirely of pare while marble, on an immense 
square platform of the same material, having a lofty niinnret of 
eqoal beauty at every comer. On each side, and behind the im¬ 
perial maosolcum, it a suit of eli^t npartmeiits also of while 
marble, highly decoraletl with coloured stones. 'I'lie tombs and 
other principal parts of this vast fabric ate.iulaid with wreaths of 
flowers and foiiagc in their aalnral cohnits, enliidy composed of 
corneliaos. onvscs. verd-anUqne, lapis-lmndq and every variety of 
so admirably finished as to have rather lire appearance of 
ml ivory model set with jewels, just delivered from the artist's 
hand, than an edifice wiiieii iias withstood the inclemency of the 
elcmenU au Liiintlrecl anti forly-seven years. 

sSir Cliarks iuUs the ibllowing ' short account, extracted from 
au aulhenttc inahometiau chronologist. vb. “This year Ireiag lltc 
s^ixleenih of his reigu, he ailciukd in persoo tlie ceremo- 

iiies of the atmiversary of (he dcalli of the nabob Meb'ddlea, 

* Moutaz Metit,' and dislTibutcd large sums iu alms. 'IIh: meelmg 
was held in Ihc magniheent mausoleum which was finished this 
vear, having been twelve years in building, at the expense of fifty 
lacks of rupees; Its chokies, serais, amliiarious offices, formed a 
grand city which went by the name of JVIontaeabad. Tliiriy vil¬ 
lages from the dependencies of Akbcrolmd and jVei^gnrcAMnd. whose 
produce was rated at four lacks of and whose income 
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amoont^ lo one-lack qT rupe^ per anniim» were made wtikft and 
appropnatcd to the use of the mausoleum* The prixtuce of tlte 
sltopst bazars^ and serais* anioumed to ao eqna) sum* so that there 
was a jearty revenue of Iwo lacks of rupees allowed for the ncces- 
^ sary repairs of the huildingT fi>T the salaries of the various ofiices 
attached to it* and for charitable dislributious; the surplusi if auy 
femabed, was lodged m the treasury of the mausoleum*** 

1735- C' 


Annexed is an 'abstract of the ex^ses in building Ihe magni¬ 
ficent structure ineniioned above* selected from a veiy fiiU account 
in tlte Asiatic Miscellany, which not only differs materially m the 
total amount expended upon this immense undertaking* but also 
of the time employed in its conairuclion* which it expressly says 
was commenced in Ute fifth year of the reign of the emperor Shah 
Jehan*'attd die whole completed in uxlcen four mouths, and 
twenty-one days. 
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Expense of tUe mosque, irith the pdvemeni, the Rop«,, 

ft>mTt»in,nud spiral ornaments 6,25311 *7 o 

Th c sopolchrc with the four roeenars, the terrace, 
the pavement in front, and the sptraJ orna¬ 
ments. 51.77,979 T 9 

Tomb of Shah .Feban. of marble, inlaid wUEi pre¬ 
vious stones. 29,190 0 0 

Tomb of Alumtazal Zitmanl, of marble, inlaid with 

precious stones. ?6,620 0 0 

Marble railing, wiiU the iulald irork, and doors of 

*. 68,895 2 6 

A pair of silver doors for the glass room. 5,473 8 3 

Saodal-wood doors, brass gales, and chains to the 

mcenars and dome 8.154 8 Q 

Tliejumaut khanab, with tl»e terrace, the fountain 

and spiral ornaments .. 8.24,625 6 6 

Tlie towers, ptaezas, public walks, marble foua- 

taiDS, and large brass gates . . , . 18.85,033 6 0 

^ The jilaw klianeli. or court, witii the baxars, rescr- 

voire, wardiooses, wells, Ac. .. 74%103 14 0 

Wages of the masons and other workmen ..... 2,63,013 6 6 

BuilciiDgsin the town of Mutniarsabud .. 3,25.581 6 0 

The two outer khowar-pooreha. 38,005 6 0 

Tlie cbowkundy of Sutiy Khancm. 27,078 3 3 

The other chowkund js. squares, and buildings near 

lliera .. Si,43S 8 0 

Total amount, ntpees 98,15,426 13 3 
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The a^ve sum of niccly'eiglil lacks, or nine init[ioo& eight 
hundred and fifteen thousand rupees, is ctjual to one milliOD two 
hundred and twenlj-five thousand pounds stefling. Although the 
price of labour then was, uud still continues to be very r^sonable 
in India, yet the expense of the marble and precious stones was 
immense, and in such profusion as to make the high colouring of 
oriental poetry no longer ideaL 

Tbfrt itatrijr ittUuiDtii mw jmA etd 
Flame wi\k EsErbonc and grJd \ 

Thei^ ghkw^ with ptidcj thief^!gal 
Of ivmy rcMili, xod cedriop Bocxi | 

** Tluere dodenu of pfk« miknown 
ff Bktt with €££b i 

** firm ildimoiidij tike di'd buctoiu' 

** Ewk ind tcune of yellow bue | 

** SoBfffi blacky tiOrt the km 

Tlie re*t Uku rranqotl Jumm ^ * 

'* Wh^fi Ip Jirr brd die GofiSa lat'o 
** BetmjF'd by ibe pellacid wnv^. 

Like kxe ibe nibj glap^dt 
Or 9dii^ hiii TBdeunt Wiitff j 

Pure uuctb7kl9j So nchat om 
* ■ Oft Icrtmdj 1 pur|i4v tctliire wort j 
5;^birM> like yoo ctlitfrtaT |lJi1p^ 

Eoieraiili^ Hke [ici{kI fttih with nun % 

** Crity topazei, Irirnbirmt g<M | 
cbTytolitr* of softcf foould | 

Vrni'd \Ktjbtp Joke the fttr]go marine^ 

** tigbr iiort iPlkM wilb modMl greeP i 
Beb^tcil ereiT TArjing dy*j 
Briglit » ftm bow that gipia ibe skj# 
lisrrt opad*^ wliicb iTI liUM uitTrti 
■■■ Pijpiay ibei# pumy-tinctiif'd bghl; 
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CHAPTER XXX. 


XuK imjx^rial city of Alimcciabuil is ^Uiiated in th<i latitude nf 
23 degrees north, anti in 72’* 37* east longitude, and is buik on the 
banks of the river Sabermauy, wiiich ^va5hea its western w'allB. 
From lieing formerly one of lUe largest capiltils in tUe east, it is 
now only five miles and three f^uarcens in clrcumrerence, surrounded 
by a high wall, wllb irregular towers every fifty yards, in the usual 
style of Indian fortifications; tlicre are twelve printipui gates, 
and several smaller sally-ports. 

Aiimcdabatl was built in ihoyear 1436 A. D. by sultan Ahmed 
Sliali, on the aile of a Jiiore ancient to^^'n. Tlie sultan being on 
u hunting party at a great distance from Guihurga, his usual place 
of residence, ^vas so delighted with tins spot, that he resolved to 
build a magnificent city, and cal) ii alter his own name Ahined- 
abad. In iu greatest splendor, it cslended, ndlli the suburbs, 
twenty-seven miles in circumference; ’Hievenot, who visited it in 
the seventeenth ceutury, says it was then seven leagues; and the 
Ayeen Akbcry thus descriljes It; ** there arc two forts, on tlic out¬ 
side of which is the town; it fornierly consialcd of thn^e Imndred 
and sisty pooras, or ciuarlers; but only eighty-four arc now in a 
flourishing comlttiou: In these arc a thousand niosques, each bar- 
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hig iwo large luiiiBrcts, and many wonderful inscripUoD!*. The 
situitlion, upon ihe river iiabertiiai[y» is remarkably beallhy, aud 
you may here provide yourself with ibe prodiicliotjs of every part 
of the globe." 

all m>vf 

'* By nrUid and ivy's liraf j 

** lliu |irini:^ly |falatic^ sud nuprcidDui £uie« 

” MagHilicsfft io nliflt iwdl Wh&nelmm 
I'TTPm UDikf ilids ing luib 

** ^rbe L^lunui Jfjwn^ and dell Uie p<5od'roiK itoiiE 

On every side, nodding iniiiarels, decaying palaces, and 
inoulderia" atjueduets, indicate the former magnificence of 
Ahniedabad. It was ibeit enriched by commerce, peopled by 
industry, and adorned by weallh. Long wars, unstable and op¬ 
pressive governments, and the fiuctiiallons of tjuman establish- 
menls, have brought it to a stale of decay fioui u hieli it seems 
doomed never to recover. 

From the appearance of these scattered ruins, 1 have no doubt 
that Ahtncdabad once extended near ihiiiy miles; London, witli 
its environs, is not tnuclijess, and ancient history, sacred and pro¬ 
fane, luuonishtsi us tfitli the extent and inagriificence of Nineveh 
and llabyloii. Josephus descrilies the former as an exceeding 
great city of three days journey; twenty miles a day was the com¬ 
mon oriental journey tor fool iravelicra. Diodorus Siculus, and 
(tlher authors, make its extent more liiatt sixty miles; it conlaiued 
habitations for six hiuidred thousand iuliahilauts; with the gardens 
and pasliires usual in eastern cities. 

Babylon, but little inferior to Nineveh, was styled the glory 
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of nations, ihe Ijfiaiitjr of Clialden, the of kiiigtloins, fhe 
golden ciljTj willi luui})'^ similar given Iiy the propiicts, 

as charactcristLc of ib splendour and digntiy. KoLLliig could 
exceed the grandeur of its palaces and teniple:!, nor the lieauty 
of the hanging-gardens: llie.se, 'viili the canals, water-works, and 
other ornaments, described by aiicieut liistorians, ftlJ the tnintl adth 
astouisJmieni. How awful are tlie rcdecLions upon the judgtnenb 
denounced against these cities for their impiel/ and idolatry! 
they were so literally accomplished that infidels have bcca com¬ 
pelled toassei't that ihe prophecies were written atler the events, 
Herodotus and Diodorus say the walls of fJiibylon were 
three hundrt':d and fifty leet high, and eighty-seven l>rf.iad; so that 
six chariots could pass abreast on the ramparts j a magnitude 
perhaps without a parallel; yet it was foretold, tlml for (he wicked¬ 
ness of ib inhabitaab it should become a desolation, a diy land, 
and a wildcrncas; a land where no man should dwell, neither any 
son of man pass thereby; that it should be a spot sivept with die 
besom of destruction; where tlie Arabian would not pitch Jtis tent 
□or the shepherds make their folds. So literally is all this ful¬ 
filled, that travellers, a tew centuries ago, assert that the ruins of 
ancient Babylon were so full of venomous creatures, especially of 
a poisonous aniniEil called cglo, tiiat no one dared to approach 
nearer this heap of desolation than half a league; and tliose who 
have been lately there, declare they can no longer discern the site 
of lilts ancient city. 

Ahmcdabad, like those proud capitals, seemed hastening to its 
dissolution; from covering an extent of thirty miles, It ha<l dwindled 
to less than six; much of that space, even withhi the walls, was 
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covereU with ruins, or approprinlcd to corn-fields and firuil-^ardensi 
Some of’lhcsirceb were broad, but nut planted with rows of trees, 
us mentioned b>- iEiiiidcsIoe, audoiheT Uavellers; neiliier are Ujej 
paved* 'llie trJumphat arches, or three unitctl gates, in tiie prin¬ 
cipal streets, with the grand entrance to the durbar, still remain. 
Tiie tuostjues and palaces of ihe PaLlans still give evidence of iheir 
original magnificence. 'rUe streets were sjuicious and regnlur; 
the temples, nf|nedijcts, fountains, caravansaries, and courts of jus¬ 
tice well arranged. Ctiuiuierce, art, and science, met n ith every 
cncouragenicnl, when a splendid court was kept iir this cityt it 
was llieii the resort of mercbanls, artists, and traveltere of every 
description: it now exhibits solitude, poverty, and dusolaiion! 
You behold the most heterogeneous mixture of Mogul splendor 
and AlahraUa barbariani: a noble cupola, oviTshiidowing hovels 
of tnud; small windows, ill-fashioned doors, and dirty ceils intro- 
ducetl umler a superb portico; a marble corridore filled up with 
Chiiolus, or cookiDg-placcs, composed of nmil* cow-dung, and un- 
burut bricks. 

But declining commerce and ruined buildings sii'c not the only 
symptoms of decay. 1 saw a great many unrortumUe Paltan and 
Mogul fuitiiUes, who, liavittg survived the dignified situation of 
their ancestors, lived in the gloom of obsciirily, and fell the degra¬ 
dation of ptjvcrty. The young men oJft rod thetniiclves ns sohliore 
offartuiie to mom tiourishmg govcrmnenls, or ollienvise sougtu 
a provision. Not so the aged, the infirm, and the tsoAcr sex; 
they hail seen l»cUer days; “ they couki not dig, to beg liiey were 
ashamed.'* The jewels and onuitueuts of the Mogul paraphernalia 
were privately ^old at a great dUad vantage, to procajc the oeces- 
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sarics of hfe; during uij short residence I saw many articles thus 
disposed of, espcciaDy a suiall luirrur, in the centre of a single 
agate, adorned with golden foliage, and roses of small rubies, wliidi 
had been purchased frotu n Mogul widow for only ten rupees. 
Of sucli fcmules it lurght truly be sakh ” her vlrgras are afflicted, 
her niairoiis are desol a id; tliey aigli for bread, they have given 
their pfensaiit things for meat T* 

These unhappy families cjc cited our ]>iiy; Ujdr wants were 
not relieved by that generous charity which ciianictcrizes my na¬ 
tive country, where the children of adversity hiu) affliction 
softened and sonow soothed, by exaUed souls, who wipe the fall¬ 
ing tear from the orplmn's oyc, and cause llie witlov/s lieart to 
sing for joy." Virtues amply recompensed in tins life, hy sweet 
sensatir^ns in the soul of sympathy, unknown lo lltc rotanes of 
dissipation, and will meet a glorious rewafxl in llial day, wfien 
those wiio have pity upon the poor shall be pronounced blessed, 
and tlic merciful sliull obtain mercy! 

It is not my intention to infer that among the Mahometkns 
apid Hindoos there are no charitable iiisLitolions: far from it; 
they have many of various descriptions unkttovvn to the polite 
(ireeks and luxurious Homans, who in general di'^regardetl the 
old and diseastxl poor, and treated their sick slaves with savage 
cruelly. With pleasure 1 lius'e menttoued the charitable endow- 
tnents in (liudostHU, from the banlan-iiospiial at ^ufat, to the pm- 
vision made in the GuKemt villages, for the poor, the lu-lplesb, attd 
ihc traveller. But to these, like llic English poor s-ritta, n refusal 
of contribution is seldom optional. The spirit of chrlsiianiiy super¬ 
sedes compulsive and osienlatious modes of charity; alms given 
roL. HI. a 


from a Uifierent motive may eqiinJJy benefit the object; but Uio 
heart which meli^ at anoLher^a woe, b actuated fay very superior 
considerations to those which produce the same effect from the 
church-warden, or overseer of a work-house. Ix»ve is the essence 
of that divine icligioi), it penrades the whole system of the^gospel. 
And from that pure principle in the Chmtian*8 heart, flow all the 
delightful charities of life. 

TTafl I umtl ftimrce 

** Eatrli vocM pube, eac^ iccIaI abre i!iinc \ 

HMlj tymbols of the GoDj to wluHn wc imo 
Tbe nenres tint vihnk^^ Uutf iimr if iK^i < 

^ Lotc> tcfxDer oimuitj fHcudihip-lt boijr fiirf, 

ali whtrlt Iwaiir^i dl vlskh viirtli infplm | 

The jov OiAt Lights tliieliD|)e-tl]iiiEiiD'd 
** The btiu sopmnr ihjit rorttj m pty^g iigh ; 

bluani* ^tack nahlng to iBe £icc, 

** Ti^ chuioe ^od tba wiam cmlsKse i 

Blest myniidii^ Uin Eliere Arei 
** W^iDm SjTizpttbj^Irppta With fondest cure 
L^iibrlb^d hj weakbj. bj Ibrtuae 
Frkitd« in ih^ mo-«b~uWH pMneff In tlic drsdi;; 

Ifi wbM H uf i J i hein* ibis fell i«ntatkiiii tdUj 
" Tbff jsinw lit IxtiUa, Albbn, ot tb* Pole V* P^^rr, 

In Ahniedabad, as in most other large cities of India, arc 
splendid remains of those noble structures, for llie accoiiiiuDda- 
lion of travellers, erected fay the Mogul monarcljs. They were not 
always in towns, but frequently in deserts, and places little fre¬ 
quented, escepl by Iravdling merchants and religious pilgrims, 
whose profession led them Irotn one place to another, ihrough 
every variety of couiitry. 'When benighted in a dreary solitude, 
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they were certain, within n modemie distance, U> find one of these 
building appropriated for their ajccomniodatioinp tmd were often 
supplied with the necessaries of iife gratis; at toast such as sufficed 
the lower classes of pilgrims. Opulent travellers, ns already meo- 
Uooed, always cany liieir comforts and luxuries with them op an 
eastern journey. 

i hose buildings, under liie difTerent naiues of serais, caravan' 
saries, or choultries, were erected at stated distances throughout 
llic Mogul empire, cspcrially on the patsiniJi, or royal t'owds. In 
those provinces which now form part of tlic Mahralla dominion, 
many of these structures have liecn converted into fortresses; oilicra 
arc made storehouses for the grain uiid iiay belonging to the cir- 
car; a tew answer the purpose for which ilicy were intcndetl, but 
most arc in a state of lUIapidation, The serais were geueniHy 
constructed in an oblong square, consisting of a higli wall and 
lowers, witli a handsome ctitruiice at eacli end; a few had a gate* 
way at the cardinal [xjints. Tlie gales were often of considemble 
slrengtli, with guarri-rooms on ejich side. Two ranges of apart¬ 
ments for the convenieRce of the merctiants, con mi ning sleeping 
■rooms and warehouses for their goods, formed a street from one 
gale to the other; with a colonnade, or veranda, in front of the 
buildings, opening to a spacious area between thetu. Tiie serak 
with four gates contained a double range of tlim apartments, 
forming an avenue to each entrance. Under the inner wall of 
the ram par IS were similar accommodations. In the most com¬ 
plete and splendid serais a due regard was observed for public 
worslilp, ablutions, and other ceremonies; without ibe eastern gate 
was generally erected a musjid, or house of prayer, where a 
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inullaU attended 10 assiM llie pious Mussulman hi liis devotions. 
Tills edifice, of inarbla or stone, ivas often surroaiided by a garden, 
or a lope of mangoes and tamarinds, shading a cemetery for such 
pUgrims as fmislied the journey ofltfe at a place where they only 
inlcpded a hall. The opposite gale often Jed to a unik, well, and 
useful gardens; ihcsc were noble and expensive works, liccoming 
a wise ^ventmenl, As irirnlioncd at Snml. they were somelimcs 
erected by the pieiy and benevolence of opulent todividuals, who 
could iioL have bestowed a more usefu! cliarity in a country 
where there are no public hotels, inns, or houses of refresh- 

menu 

r Sultan Ahmed, the foiiiuler of die city, enriched it with a 
vanety of other public structures, especially a magnificent jumma 
nmsjed, or grand mosciue, called after bis name, which arrests 
the attention of all stningers* It stands in the middle ol the 
city, adorned by two lofty ininiuets, eleguully piopor lionet I, ami 
Tidily decorated; each minaret contains a circular flight of steps 
leading to a gallery near the siinimH, for the purpose of eon- 
venUtg the peoptc to pi^aycr, no bells lieing in use among the Maho^ 
mediins* IVoiu thence you command an extensive view of Ahnied- 
abad, and the Saberiy winding through a ^dde diampaign. The 
domes of the jumraa miisjcd arc supimrled by lofty columiis, te- 
gnlarly disposed, but loo tiiudi crowded: the concave of these 
cupolas is richly oniamcnled willi Mosaic and frei-work; the 
jjorial corresponds wifti the lesl of this sttipeudous fabne. and the 
pavement is of the finest marble- "['his mosque occupies the 
western side of a large square; in the centre of which is a marble 
basin and fountain, for ablutions, culled the waajsoo, preparatory 
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10 tlie oamauz, or prayer; such reservoirs and ibuutaitts are made 
near most of tiie raos<|ucs for the convenience of tlie congregation. 
Tiic odicr sides of ibb spacious area arc rendered useful and oma- 
menud by a surrouiidiug comdore» of elegant cotutnns» support¬ 
ing a roof of light columns, forming a clobter round three parts 
of the square; its interior walls and cornices are omuniented 
with sentences IVom the Koniiii ciiibluaoned in a beautiful 
manner. 

An uncommon degree of solemnity characterises this Jummu 
musjed. Grandeur and simplicity unite, and Bll die mind willi 
reverential awe. Whatever may be die general characteristic of the 
Mahoiiiedans, their demeanor fmm the moment they enter the 
house of prayer is truly exemplary. They seem conscious of 
having approached the immediate presence of the Supreme Being, 
and all ranks conduct Uiemselvcs throughout ihesen ice with pious 
humility. 

^car the jumma musjed is a grand mausoleum, in memory or 
sultan Ahmed and two of Ins sons. Beyond it is the cemetery of 
the sultanas, princesses, and favourite eunuchs in the royal haniui. 
No tiomes or temples cover their marble tombs, they arc shaded 
(jy'^pi'csscs ami pomegranates, surrounded by flowering shrubs. 
Certain lands, called are appropriated for the mainteoance 
of die mullahs and (Jervises who constantly reside there, to pre¬ 
serve die tombs, keep the lamps burning, and strew flowers on 
stated anniversaries. 

The mosque built by Sujaal Khaiin, though less magniiiceni. 
is more elegant dian sultan Ahmed's; the c(jlumii» and arches 
are finely propordoned, and the whole simcture, of the puresf 
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ivluU; 9 urrounde<i by ilie ilark foliage and glowing acarki 

of |iiouiegrauate blos^nius, bad an uncommon effect. “ Mucimtrf 
Snjaat Khaun,** is proverbiully Wauliful among tike Moguls of 
puaeraL Tlie prcducts cotiiatu u Imudsotne mausoleum^ ui 
memory of tlic founder^ and a founinin of excellent wiiter: near 
them h the falling patuce of tbjg benevolent nobleman, once a 
sumptuous edifice} now an extensive ruin. 

” Troy is of> nioTe^ vnd Iliiun s'm a trtua I” 


I will proceed no further with the religious edifices than the 
ii'oryr mosque^ which} although built of white marble} has obtained 
■ hat distinction, fmoi being curiously lined with ivory, and inlaid 
with a profusion of gems, to imitate natural flowers, bordered by 
4 silver foliage on mother of peart, similar to those 1 mentioned 
at Putlowah} and to the omainenls in the w'inter aparlmenU of 
the Kabya^s palace at Adrinople, describcrl by Lady Wortlcy 
Montague f which “ were wainscotted with iuliiid work of mother 
of pearl, ivory of different colours, and oIive-^voDd, like tlie Uttit* 
hoites brought from Turkey.” 

Kach of these inosriues would have furnished a beautiful sub> 
ject for a drawing J but while sketching the jumma musjed from 
the central fountain in the large aren, I felt something like a 
coup de ioleilt and was obliged to retire, I have seldom experienced 
greater heat than during the hot winds at Ahinedabad; situated at 
a distance from the sea, and not refreshed by its breeaes, the 
external atmosphere, for many hours in the day, was insupport¬ 
able; the heavens, were as brass, and the earth like iteaied iron, 
^nd wc were obliged to contlnc ourselves in dark rooms, cooled 
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by tatties, or screens of matted grass, kept conlmually watered. 
I theiefbre gave up my intention of seeing several places within 
a lew mites of the city; like when he relinquislied Lis 

vbii to the tomb of Jonahs on the banks of the Tigris; ** from 
there being no {Xissibility of stirring abroad two hours after the 
sun was risen, until an hour after it had set, the walls being so 
hot, that half a foot from them the heat was as if it were front a 
hot iron/* 

Exclusive of die public aqueducts for conveying water to dif' 
ferent parts of the city, wiiicli with most of the reservoirs and fouii*- 
tains werr now In ruins, were many private wdls and gardens, the 
gift of benevolent iudiviUuaisi these extended in all directions from 
the city gates; some yel remain, but are mostly involved in the 
general ruin. Dr. Chandler's travels in Asia Minor give a ptea$> 
ing account of these charitable donations, and an observation at 
the concLision, which I have no doubt operates powerfully on 
the mind of the donor. ** The number of these fountains is 
owmg to the nature of die country and the climate. The soil, 
parched and tliirsty, demands motslure to aid vegetation; and 
a. cloudless sun, which infiames the air, requires for the people 
the verdure, sliade and coolness, its agreeable attendants. Jleuce 
tliey occur not only in Uie towns and villages, but iu the fields and 
gardens, and by the sides of the roads and of the b«iten tracks on 
the mountains. "Many of them arc die useful donations of Im- 
mane persons, while living, or have been bequeatlied as legacies 
on their decease. The Turks esteem die erecting them as merito¬ 
rious, and seldom go away, after perfonuing their ablutions or 
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lUinking, wiilioul graieftilly blessing ilie name antt memory of 
tlie founder." 

UniU lliis visit to Ahriiedabad, 1 had no idea of ike extiiil 
t)f oriental magiilftcciice; the jmlaces and spleiiditl cliumbets de¬ 
scribed in ilie Arabian Kigbu' Entertninmcnt, apiiear no longer 
ovor-cUarged or fabulous i excepting only tlie wonder-working 
genii, called into action by Aladiu’s eelebraled lamp. For 3 have 
no doubt lliere was a time wlieii the palaces nitd gardens ai 
Ahmcdabad, ahnosl realized ibc oilier descriplions of llie luxu¬ 
rious mansions lu Balsora and Bagdad- 1 can, at’least, have no 
idea of any reality beyond lUose crccLecl and adorned by Shah 
Jdian and Sujaal Kliaun* Homer must have been familiar witlt 
such scenes, when he dcscribis I lie palaces and treasures at Itliaca 
and ihcSpnrlan court, especially where Tclemacbua thus addresses 
risUtratus. 

** VieV^t \b&> HimimMi O fnasit 

" HicT* pftsdfgita flf Mi., sml wcuiikiitJca cofit ^ 
ifcr pAli^c tiiiuei 
T^e mni W Utodte <if mirwt* * 

■ * Tht spolk of clEpluint^ roc^ killf ^ 

** And ftudikt;^ ambir daiiia SolJcn niy * 

Mcot tuoc th* lofiy toimif ihc prinoe ^irrepy 
** Wlurrr tbc oF lAe iiliacijii : 

"" Hc«niddy jusd ggM refiitgETit hlja'd i 

* Tiinti potktli'd emlMtAifcr'd muvm grat'd j 
*• Hw braitli'd ioitit a ikt perfiaiWj 

Tliew casks erf v ipe^ in Otlfiftti'd tbe iwnV" Ho mm"* Ooirifn-. . 

Nolwilhslanding all its splendour, Ahmcdabad was calk'd by 
Shah Jehan, who; was long resident ihcre, Guerdat/ad^ or the dhf^f 
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froitt the abundance of du^t in the diy season. After the pre> 
valence of the hot n’indsf before the setting in of the rainy season, 
k is still one of the irnnncst and most dusty places 1 ever visited. 

i omitted to remark, that one of the principal mosques in this 
city yi«s furmerly a Hindoo temple. IHie :^aious Aurungacbe 
converted it into a musjed; and ordered a co^to be killed iltcrc, 
tu order to prevent the Hindoos from ever entering it. Thevenot 
mentions the mausoleum of a cow, tliat was l»iried at Ahinedabad, 
covered by a dome supported by sIj: pillars, which 1 could not 
find out. He alsO' describes a banlaodiospital similar to that at 
Surat, where he saw a number of sick oxen, camels, and horses, 
and many invalids of the feathered race. Animals deemed in¬ 
curable were maintained there for life; those that recovered were 
sold to Hindoos exclusively. 

The former consequence of Ahmedabad may be in some 
degree ascertained from its being one of the four cities where the 
imperial Akber permitted gold to be cohtcil: the other three 
allowed tliat ^Ustinguished privilege were Agra, Cabul, and tlie 
capital of Bengal; ten cities were indulged wiUt a roy'al mini for 
silver, and in twenty-eight they coined a copper currency. There 
are no lematiis of the mint, treasury, and many other public 
buildiugs; but several magnificent ruins of the hummunis, or 
warm baths. Those of modem structure arc very inferior, but 
arc kept up in different quarters for the convcDtencc of (he bha> 
biiants. It is probable that all the orientnl hummuins, in point 
of architecture, occommoilation, and beauty, Imve l)ceti at all 
times insignificant, when compared with tliose sumpuious edifices 
in ancient Rome, which now fonn a very conspicuous part of 
voi.- 111 . s 
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majestic ruins i and aoi only in that oiicc proud capUaJ. but in 
many of her conquered kingdoms anil provinces. Fciv cities, per- 
Laps, excelled Alexandria in sucli embdUsbments. When it w-as 
taken by Uic Saracens ibe number of baths exceeded fonr thou- 
aanil, as vc leam from llie conflagration of tlie Alexandrian 
library, by order of the caliph Omar; when seven Imiidred thou¬ 
sand volumes were condemned to 1)0 used as fuel to beat them: 
and nolwilhstandtiig dial amaaing number of baths, six months 
elapsed before all the books were consumed. The literary world 
must ever lament this cruel mandate of ignorance and bigotry. 
The manuscripts had been accumnlaling for ages; and the art of 
printing being then unknown, the loss was irreparable* 

In Aliroedabad, as in most other large oriental cities, are a sort 
of news-writers, or gazetteers, who at midnight record all the 
ininsactions of the preceding day, and send them off by express 
halcarras, or messengers, to llieir correspondents in distant pro¬ 
vinces. During the splendour of llic Mogul goverameat, in the 
capital of o'cry district, the emperor maintained a gaKeiicer, an 
lustoriographer, and a spy, to collect and record the occurrences 
of the day; and immediately to transmit them to a public oiBcer 
at the imperial court, who laid such as were of importance before 
the sovereign. 

Not far from the cily wall Is a beautiful take, called Kokarea, 
about a mile in circumference, lined with hewn stone, and a 
night of steps all around. The four entrances, which were pro¬ 
bably formerly approached through avenues of the red t am a rind* 
tree, are udorned with culwlas, supported by pillars; in the centre 
b an island, with a summer-palace, and gardens shaded by the 


red tamarind: a rare irce» equal iii size and bcuutj to the coninioii 
tamarind, wiUi a fruit far m<»re deticiou^, and sent in prc$cni» m 
a confectioEi to di^tani parU of India. ’J’Le palace was in rains, 
and llic gardens uegfccted. Among a ?arietj of trees still remain" 
ing was u vcj^ uncommon species of ilie paltnjrni: alter growing 
up in a straight stem, to a cotisidenihlo height, like others of that 
genus, it shot forth upwards of forty branches, with a tuft of 
spreading leaves at the extremity of each branch, like the common 
borassus Sabellifurmis: this tree is esteemed a great curiosity, and 
visited by most Iraveilers, who, like myself, had perhaps ncrer 
seen any but the usual pahn,vm, or brab-treo, which has only 
braucltes and leaves on the summit of a straight single stem, forty 
or fifty feet from the ground. A bridge of forty-eight arches 
formed a communication with the Island, which, like all ilie suf> 
rounding ornaments, was in a slate of dilapidation. 

At a short distance from Kokarea is tiic Dutch burying- 
ground, containing several handsome loinlis, in the style of the 
Mogul mausoleums, covered by a dome supported by pillars. 
Some of the inscriptions are dated at the coinmencemcnt of the 
seventeenth century, when the Dutch had a factoiy at Aluncd- 
ahad, which has been long withdrawn. The Erjgl’sh at the liame 
time carried on a considerable trade at imtst of tlie opulent 
towns ill Guzeiat. We were shewn the spot in ihb city where 
tlie Company’s factory stood in the year this circumsiancc, 

although olVen doubled, confirms an <K^currciice in Oriue's frag¬ 
ments of the English irade at Surat, that in November 16'tA, 
Messrs. Aldworih ond \Vithington, two of the Ct^mpany's se.vanu, 
travelled from Surat, to examine the marts ofBaruLhe, Jumbusecr, 
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Bmdem, Kcriadt auil Ahniedabad; where ilicy received iniclU- 
gence that three English ships hud arrived at Laureebnnder nn 
the river Indus. Thither 'Witbtagloii proceeded, liaveUing: for 
safely with a caravan, which was allacked by the coolies: the neit 
day they met an officer of the great Mogul, with two hundred and 
fifty heads of these coolies, whom he calls a nation of robbers. 
He relumed, after many disasters, to Surat, by the route of Cam- 
bay and Baroclie. Mr. AldworlU had also arrivetl there front 
Abmodabad, and Baroche; he had hired a house al each of those 
places on liie Companyaccount, and left brokers and domes- 
lies to provide goods, until die factors from Surat should come to 
examine them, and settle the prices. 

The Dutch, and other European inerchanis, at that time carried 
on an extensive trade at Alimcdabad, where the greatest variety 
of die rich gold and silver-flowered silks and satins, called kim- 
cobs and alliehurs, were manufactured, together witJi silk and 
cotton goods of almost every description; the trade in indigo was 
very extensive; the best workmen in steel, gold, ivory, enamel, 
and inlaid tnolheref pearl, met with great encouragement; it was 
also celebrated for excellent paper, and lackered ware, in cabinets, 
boxes, ami ornaments. Pew traces of this commerce now reinajn, 
except a few small manufactures of chinuf and kimeobs: and 
some of lackered-work, ornamented with gold and silver for 
escriloirs, boxes and f>alanqu5n8, only made when they are j)re- 
vipusly bespoke; They began and finished for me an elegsmt 
sandal-wood escriioir, lackered with black and gold, in ten days. 

Paintings in water-cglourx by modem arlisis at Alimcdabad, 
ore in alt respects very iuferior to those of the portrait and minia- 
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lure painters in ihe seventeenth century^ of which 1 have many 
lieautiful specimens by artists of Agra and Delhi; often dchcicnl 
ill pro{>ortioa and perspective^ but probably faitlifut In g(*neral 
character and physiognomy, and exquisitely dntshed. It Is a 
mistaken idea that the Mahomedan artists do not imitate subjects 
tn animated nature, llie Turks I believe tomeumes make o6- 
jecUous, from particular passages in the Koran; it has always 
been otherwise in Persia, and the northern capitals of Jnilia. 
Among the rntmiheent acts of tlic imperial Akbcr, he employed 
artists to make portraits of all Uie principal omrabs and officers in 
bis court) they were bound together in a thick votumeg ’wherein, 
as the Ayeen Akbery expresses it, “ llie past are kept in lively re- 
membrajicc, and the present are insured iminortaiity." 

It is not probable that portraits 'Wcrc often taken of females, 
especially those of dtsdnctlon. Oriental maoners, and the natu¬ 
ral jealousy of Mahomedans, would generally prevent it; yet J 
have seen a few pictures, drawn from Mogul and Persian lieautics, 
in a costume like that of the 51ogul lady described at Surat; and 
the dress of the high Afahouicdau females at Ahmedabad, almost 
cxaeiJy resembles that of an eastern beauty upwards of two tbou- 
aand years ago. “ I ivoshed thee with water, and nnolnted thee 
with oil; I clothed thee with broidered-work,girded tliee with fine 
linen, and covered thee with siJJt: I also decked thee with oma- 
nicnis, put bracelets upon tlune hands, and a chain on thy neck: 
J pul a jewel on thy forehead, earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful 
crown upon thine lieud. Thus ’wasi thou decked with gold and 
silver: tby raiment was of fine linen, silk, and embroidery: thou 
■wast perfect for comeliness, and thy renown went forth for thy 
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beauty! Thou did«i eai fine flour, and honey* and oil, and vast 
excecdJiigty beauiiful.*" Such b the figurative language of Eae- 
Jvicl for the daughter of Zion, the lady of beauty, llie capital of 
Judea. It b JitcralPy a description of ihose noble Mogul women 
lately mentioned, who privately sent out iheir nurses and duennas to 
barter llidr jewels for bread, and their ornameuts for a measui« of 
groin. These women are not like the leniporary nurses in Europe, Init 
such as Savory lucnlions in Egy'pt» common in tJic res|WClable 
fiimilies of IJindoslait, where peculiar circuuwtaiMX-s may require 
a female of that description, who is not looked oi>on as a stranger, 
but becomes one of the family, and passes the remainder of her 
life in the midst of llie children she has suckled, by whom she is 
honoured and cherished like a second mother. 

Tliese elderly matrons make no objection to visit a man of 
cliaracter, wItelUcr European or native, t^pecially when they can 
befriend their unhappy mistress or her children- Such wore they 
who brought the agate mirror and jewels to tlie English gentle¬ 
men during my vbil at AJimedabml, wlio lamented (he misfortunes 
and dignified sorrow of their ladies with tilllc variaLloii from these 
palltetic strains of sacred writ: ** The daughters of Zion sit n|>on 
lire ground, and keep silence j they have cast dust mKin tlicir heads, 
and covcretl themselves with sackcloth; lire virgins of .Tcrusalcm 
bang down their heads to the giouiiiL What thing shall I take to 
witness for thee? unto what siiall 1 liken liiec, 0 daughter of 
jerusatemr Who ctin heal thee, and with wiml sludl 1 ccmifort 
dice* O virgin daughter of Zioo? *I1ie children and the sucklings 
swoon in tlie streets of the city; ihey say iiiito their mothers, where 
is coni and wine?’^ 


155 


At Sen^ze, n saatd place* (ire miles from Alimedebad, U a 
Tcry gTBud mnsjed, whicU is said to be an exact imitation of the 
tempte ai Mecca, so highly revered by ererj pious mussulraan. li 
also contains a complete model of the kaaba, a s(|uajre building 
at Mecca, which the ancient Arabians used to adorn with the best 
compositions of tiieir poets, written in golden diameters on silk 
hangings. This building was highly venerated bv the Arabians, 
who supposed it to have been the first place consecrated to the 
womhlp of die TnuK Gor>. Mahomed availed himself of this tra¬ 
dition cherished by his counirynicn, to establish iHe hedge, or an¬ 
nual pilgrimage to the Iroly spot; Uuther all his devout followers 
were enjoined, at one period of their lives, to perform the moat 
solemn acts of rdigion. The artful prophet had also political and 
commercial designs to accomplish,'which* until the late revolutions 
and new seciari^in Arabia, were very successful: thither resorted 
large cararaDs of camels, laden with valuable productions from 
every part of the east ; and the annual fair at Mecca was perhaps 
the greatest mart in the world. The woollens, cloths* and useful 
metals of Europe: spices* gems, silks* niusllns* and a!] tlie coarser 
cottons of India; ivory, slaves* and gold-dust frotn Africa; togetlier 
witli all the luxuries and comforts from other places* were sold or 
bartered at Mecca, and returned by the caravans to every part of 
Asia. The number of hodgees* or pilgrims* who annually assem- 
bled there* frecjuently e.xcecded two hundred thousand,; During 
my residence in India* the nabob of Arcoi and other ma^omedau 
princes* sent ships annually to the Retl Sea* to acconunodate the 
pilgrims of both sexes proceeding to the sacred shrina at Mecca 
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Had Medina, mib a passage to Judda, the port where they gene¬ 
rally landed. 

Atuung other excurdoDs^m Alimedabad, we «penI a delightful 
dajr at Shah'-Bnvhgt or tlie rotfal gardettf a i»ummer palace two miles 
Itoiu the cilyt pltiasantly situated on the banks of the Sabemaatty. 

AUliougU built near two hundred j-cari before, by the emperor Shah 
JeUani wh< 3 i sultan Cuirun, rioeroy of Guacrat, it was still in. excel- 
lent repair. The saloon, spacious and lofty as the building, was 
a fine room; Ute wail corcred wiUl shell chunam, a white stoeca, i 

ixdislied like the finest marble, and tlie cHding painted in small 
comparitnenls with much taste. 'I'iie angular recesses lead to eight 
small octagon rooms, four below and as many aboye, with sepa¬ 
rate stairs to eacii ^ they are finished In the same style as the saloon, 
the walb like alabastt^, aud the cidiugs neatly embossed. The 
flat roof comiaands an extcasi%‘e prospect, the suhstruclions fonn 
a cool retreat under the saloon and a sunoimdmg platfomi, oraa- 
mCiiicd with small canals and fountains. Tliese substructions arc 
an a lerel with the flower-garden, which reached to ilic river; every 
thing appears to have been elegant and splciulid. It was during 
the reigu of Shah Jeiinu that architectural taste in the tnahomedan 
structures of India attained its acme. 

The park and pleasure-grumuls of Sliah-Eaulig eatemled from 
the palace to the city gates; they were enclosed by a hagh wall, 
which b now in ruins: little of the gardens remains except broken 
fbuolains, aqueducts, and a lew trees; soiae of foreign appearance, 

‘fhe acnana, or sultana's palace, was shunted at a little distauee 
from the royal mansion, on U>c bmik of the Habertsatty, with sepa- 
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rute ^rdaiB) baitis, and Ibunlaitis. TUe aparUnetits for lUe officers 
and attendanu of llie court were sUJI iuriher detached. Every 
things indicates the taste and judgment of 8hab Jcljuii> in plunntng 
ihb luvdyjreircai from the cares of royalty. It now exhibits a 
scene of solitude and min, except the palace itself. The zenana 
seems to have been intended to accommodate a great number 
of femaltst whether Shalt Jehan cnieriained the same political 
sentiments on this subject us his grandfather Akber, is fureign 
to the purpose; but it nmy not be irrclerant to give Abut 
Fa2ei‘a =accoiiiit of Afcber's seraglio, both for its novelty and gixwl 
sense. 

That intelligent svritcr allows “ that there is in general a great 
inconvenience arising from a number of women; but his majestv, 
out ol‘ tile abundance of liis wtsdutn ontl prudence, has made it 
subservienl to public advantage; for by contracting marriages 
with the daughters of the princes of HiiidmUiii and other coun* 
tries, he secures liiniself against insuiTec lions* nl home, and forms 
|K>werful alliauces abroad." He tlien describes ihe haram as an 
enclosure of such an immetise extent, as to contain a separate 
room for every one of the women, wJiose number excecfled five 
thousand; who wore divided into companies, and a proper em^ 
plojment assignetl to each individual. Over each of these com¬ 
panies a woman was appointed (darogha); and one was selected 
for the command of the whole, in order that the affairs of the 
liaiam might be conducted with the same regularity and good 
government as the other departments of the state. Every one re¬ 
ceived a salaTy according to her merit: the pen cannot measure 
the extent of Okc euijKror'a largesses, but live ladies of liie lirai 

vox. JII. T 
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qualiiy iticeivcd from one tlioiisand to sixteea hundred rupees 
per mouthy and the servanls* according to tbeir rank, from two 
rupees io fifty-one, monllily. And wlienever any of tlm mnililude 
of women wanted any thing, they applied to ihc ireasurer of the 
haram, who according to their monlldy stipend took care their 
wants should be supplied. The inside of the harani was guarded 
by women, and the most coufidenilal were placed about the royal 
apartiuenu. The eunuclis watched itumcduUeJy on the outside 
gate, and at proper d’lslances were placed the mjepoou, aud 
]>ortcrs of die gates; and on the outside of the enclosure, the om- 
rahs, die alideeans, and other iroops mounted guard, according 
to their rank.” 


[^)c gardens of the zenana at Shali-bhaug, on die banks of the 
Sab^matty, must have been peculiarly delightful, f am a pas¬ 
sionate admirer of water, sliatic, and verdure, especially in a sultry 
dbnate; but those pleasure-ground^ and all the Asiatic gardens [ 
ever saw, writ: deficient in the verdant lawns, artless shrubberies, 
and varied scenery, I which wlicn alieuipted lo be introduced in 
France, Italy, atl^ljermany, 1 ulways found dignified by dm 
appclktiou uf‘-Jardins i I'Angbise." In Hindostaii the royal 
gardens are often callul the Garden of God ; perhaps Paradise is 
the tenn intended: alihougii it must be allowed tliat the Maho. 
medans in every thing afiect to ascribe ihcir blessings to the bene- 
volcime of the Deity. 

^^Thp-fwineciy gardens at Shah^bhaug still boast of some noble 
cypresses, cedars, paloietos, sandal, and cassia trees, iv ilh mango, 
tamarind, and other spreading fruit trees. The large and small 


aqncilucis, admirably contrived for conveying water to every tree 


and fjed in dio garden, wiUi ail the surrounding oricnlai acenerj J 
mtnateJ/ resciiiblcd a picture drawn by tlje sou of’ Sirach; “ 1 was 
exalted like a cedar in Libanus, and aa a cj’press tree upon the 
uiuunlain of Hcmion; 1 was likcji tal] palm-tree iu Eitgadtli, and 
a rose iu Jerkho; as u falroUve iu a pleasaut 6dd,and.as a plane- 
tree by the water. I gave a sweet smell like ciunaiuou and aspa- 
laUius; ’I yidded a pleasant odour as uiyrrltf galbanum, and fran k¬ 
incense. 1 came.out as a bwuk from a rirev, arid as a conduit 
into a garden: to water my best garden, and abundantly to water 
my garden bed.'^ 

How these onentai portraits may suit in u cold dlinatc 1 can¬ 
not determine. 1 doubly felt their truth and beauty in the sultry 
spot wiierel wrote tliem; although for the first time during my resi¬ 
dence in Hindostan I was then on the borders of llm tcniiieraiemie. 

Such as above described by an aucieul writer, is still the per¬ 
fection of jiu eastern garden. The same trees shade tlieir retreats, 
the same dowers adorn their borders; but especially the rose of 
Sharon, or the J.)aniti.sca$ rose, which from the age^ Solomon to 
the present day 1ms been an miivennii favourUe; land fo rmerly, a 
considerable quunlliy of ottar of roses, the most delicate of nil 
pcri'umes, was made from the rosaries nenr Ahruetl-abad. The 
usual method of making this is to gather tlie roses with (lieir 
calyxes, and put them into a still, with nearly double ibeir weight 
of water; wliich, when sufficiently distilled, will be highly scented 
w*il)j roses: It is theo poured iuto ahallaw cart lien vessels, and ex¬ 
posed to the nocturnal air; the next morning the oitur or essential 
oil, extracted from the dowers. Is found in small congealed [larll- 
clcs, swimmlag on tlie surface; it is carefully collected and pre- 
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sensed in Bmall glass bottles. One htnidred pounds of roses sel¬ 
dom yield more than from two to three ounces of this precious 
essence, which it is difficult to procure unadulterated: as the d»- 
lillcrs fretluenily put sandal-wood, scebted-gross, and other oily 
plants into the still, which depreciate the yalue and debase the 
fragrance of the rose. 'Hie genuine oltar is of diffiircnt colours, 
soinelinics green, I’rctjucntly of a biighl yellow like amlwr, and 
often of a reddish liue: the rose water which remains is geneTally 
very good. There may be other ntelliods of extracting this first of j 

all (>erfumes, in dllfcrcnt countries- 

Aboul a mile from Shah-bhaug, is a large well, or rather a 
noble resen'oir, coJtstntcled by a nurse to one of the kings of G u- 
zcral, and still called the Nurse's well," A grand flight of steps 
leads to the water, Uinough double rows of pillars and pilasters, 
elegantly linisbed, fur below the surface of the earth. This reser¬ 
voir is all of liewn stone, surrounded by galleries, ascended by 
circular steps and a dome supported by light colnmtis over each: 
dlesc galleries communicate with the principal stairs, and add to the 
general raagiiificencc. U pwards of thirty thousand pounds were 
expended on this munificent work; which some attribute to tlie 
nurse, and otheis to a rich dancing-girl, who erected it with the pro¬ 
duce of one of her ancle-jewels; the other she is reported to have 
thrown into the water, to reward the scarcii of the diver; from 
that deep abyss it has never been recoTCred. This ridiculous 
anecdote appears very inconsistent witli the good sense and bene- 
volericf of the female, who not only dug this beauiiftd reservoir, 
but also founded a handsome mosque near it, where her bo<ly is 
deposited unde*' a costly tomb. 
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In umli^ of Hiodcntan are masques nnd Tnausoleuiust 

buiil by the Mahomedan princes, near the sepulchres of tlieir 
nurses* lltey are excited bj a grateful afTecliou to erect tiicse 
airucturcsv in memory of those, who with raateruai anxiety watched 
over their lielphiss infancy; Urns it lias been from time mimemo- 
rial. How intcresliug b the inverview wiiich Homer has described 
between Ulysses and Euricleal When llcljccai toolch her parents, 
on l>eing betrothed to Isaac, we rcatl ihat slie m-is accompanied 
by her nurse, wlio never left licr until the day of her death; ivhich 
event is not deemed unw orthy of being net'ornled in the palnarclml 
annals. “ Here Deborah, Rebecca's nurse, died, and was buried 
under an oak; and the name of it was called Allon-bachuth, or 
the ** Gak of iveeping." 

Ahinedabad was not always the capital of Guaerat, which 
was Once u kingdom under llie Hindoo rajahs, who kept tlielf 
court at Narwalta, a city renowned in tlie ancient history ol Hin- 
dostan for wealth, population, and extent, Guxemt, as already 
mentionefl, w;« always esleemetl amoug the most fertile and beau¬ 
tiful countries in tndia; it was one of the early conquests of the 
Afghans, a hardy race from the niounlains wluch separate Persia 
from Hitulostan; lliey are often called Pitiaus. ITieae invaders 
establbhcd the empire of Glibni in the S6lst year of the Mahonic- 
dan hejini, corresjioiiding with the 975tli year of Uie Christian asra: 
this empire, in its most flourisliing period, comprchendctl nearly 
half the kingdoms of Asia. 

The Hindoos, naturally indolent, aud, under the influence of 
their benevolent instilulioas, Fond of peace, were unable to with¬ 
stand the iucursions of those nonliem enthusiasts; who, impelled 
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hy bigoiry and rapaciiy, ruslied like a lorrciii upon lUeir fruitful 
plains. Although the diflercni rajahs sometimes united iii the 
common cause> and raised iiniueiise arnues, the fierce moun¬ 
taineers found India an easy conquest. Its largest elites and 
fiironsest fortresses were aiiernaidy subdued^ the Hindoo images 
destroyed, llieir temples piipfied, and dedicated to the unity of 
Alla. 

Tliese norliiem invaders continued their depredations for many 
years against the rajahs of Delhi, Ajmeie, and the iieighbonring 
kingdoms, and always overpowered ihe Hindoo armies by their 
superior skill and matchless courage. When the Afghans poured 
down with such irresistible fury, the Hindoo princes promised obe¬ 
dience, and subinitteU to pay a tribute; but becoming impatietil 
of the yoke, they again assisted each other, and united in a gene- 
ml rcvoil. 'litis causeil their implacable enetnies to renew their 
cruelties; and, to use the emphalical language of the eastern histo¬ 
rians, " to drown iliemsrdves, iind their devoted victims, in Qie 
crimson lorrcin of revenge." 

Tlie gold, jewels, and wetdlh of eveiy kind, found at Nogra- 
cote, Somcnaut, and other celebrated temples, is Imyond catcu- 
lation. Sultan Muhmoml made Ihirleen cnicl and successful ex* 
fieditions from Chisiii, against ihc Hindoo rajahs. From one of 
which he carried to his capital a spoil of filly thousand captives, 
three hiiudred and fifty elephants, with gold, diamonds, pearls, 
and precious cfFccis, to ati incredible amomil. These riches were 
generally secreted in the temples ; hollow irnagea were filled with 
leweis: gold and silver, whicliliad been accumulating forages, were 
buried under the pavement. At the dcslruction of the temple of 
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Somenaut, ihe brahmms offered the SuUan a large widi to spare 
the principal idol, which he refused: saying he preferred ihe title 
of “ the rfes/royer of idols," to the “ *e//ee of idols," and brandish¬ 
ing hia mace, infiicied so violent a blow on the image, that it 
broke in pieces, and there issued from it an amazing collection of 
the most precious jewels* The SuUan was immediately coiigralu- 
laied by his Mahofuedan courtiers, on tlie purity and effect of hi* 
zeal: and from thence asstrttied tlie additional title, a glorious 
one in their estimation, of Bhooi Skikun, the ** Destroyer of 
Idols/' 

Such were the effects of the Mahomedan invasions on the 
wretched Hindoos, in the tenth century; and such are now the 
fatal consequences of modem conquests and depredations by Hin¬ 
doos, over the descendants of those very invaders, in all the 
splendid cities in the northern kingdoms of Hindostan. Delhi, 
Labor, and i\gra, are, like j\Iiiiiedabad, a picture of desolation and 
despair; realizing those pathetic stanzas in the tears ol Khorassan* 

m 

« Tht mosque u* mm tbe pecam rl'c | 

Tf Conitraio'<ii iJsey yield to besstt ih^ iwiy pbee, 

A nawp ivhiM dmw nor pAcb ii fiMnd: 

Nof can Uir smige fbc prvcbliQ liii 
** Far all ons sLniti* 

** And Jill IwT cniGsreU ktidl'd witfi ibe 

Fitjp dih piiy^ thcao, who oi^ in vmi 
^ Seek druopii^ euhuxc to 

Ar Ksnlj portion ol ibe cocffietl cofo j 
" Ahii? how vpoe wMe icueiiaI 

** And paflrtpcf'd ptider tbey luithM iho <ireetes£ farek 
And cnm'd &om conly dehcaiei with loani. 
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Fiiyj aU |My> wtimni dead lo • 

Ko WKHhing ihfwijtE* cngn^. *iw caiis^ epiplojj 
** Birt nigln jumI tlay tUeir hapli^a (ate to mmHn: 

*■ Pity, wlw fore'll by mllen fwtniie'* frown. 

'* cbang d for bod of draw ibeir «>ach of durtti* 

'* O «nd liawlllnii, antt eatale f«lom t" 

Siicit are ihe sad couscquciiccs of war* directed by a fatal 
tliiret for hoiiour, wealLli, and power. Fcariul of sucli cotiviil- 
frions, and influenced by an avariciows di!t|}osition, the Hindoos 
frequently deposited their weallli in die bowels of tlie eartli E a 
practice still coiiiinued by their pottieiity. The Afgluui and 
Mogul princes, ou the contrary, appropriated their nches to much 
better purposes, in the encouragemeni of iilerature, art, and 
science. 'I'hcy adorned the imperial cities, and other large toivns, 
with splendid palaces and mosques, triumphal arches, extensive 
itqueducU, and commodious caravansaries; which although in 
elegant propoi'tion and taste Inferior to the public works of 
Greece and Rome, might vie with them m magnitude and dura- 

biliiy- 

Tlie juinuia musjed, or grand mosque, built by sultan Mali- 
mood, deserves a particulat dcBcription. The ivalb, cohunus, 
floors, and minareis, were of the choicest marble, granite, and por- 
piiyry, inlaid with agates and precious stones; the omamciils 
williiii were of gold and bilver, wifli hangings and carpels of the 
lichcsl iiuuiufacture, and large cliandclieni of massive gold; this 
qilcmUd temple was called the Celestial Bride. Kear It the sultan 
founded a large college, and an extemivc librar>% with a museum 
contuitmig « variety of curiosities from aU parts of the world; he 
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also eudowed lands for ibc maintenaJice of ihc siudeais, pUilaso- 
plicn, uiifl learned luen, vrboia his mtimficetice attracted to the 
c^ipitfd; and «iev'enil of his successors ciimlaUrd his examine. 

Such were the effects of the Afghan victories over ihe Hindoos; 
these invaders maintained llieir cuuque:)ls unti) the end of Uie 
diirtecntli cciilnry^ when the Alos^lSf or IMogul Tartars, com- 
meiiced thetr ravages, ;uid entered some of the northern districts 
of the Afghan cjnpirc; aud in 1397i the celebrated Timurdnng, 
Tiinwr the lame, or Tanterfntie, crossed the Indus, anil laid waste 
the adjaceni [>rovjnce». We must not judge of this contpieror 
from Rowe's tragedy of Tamerlane;whatever may be the stage 
cffecU it is not founded upon trutli: history represents him with 
an ulitiost unexampled ferocity, depopulating kiugdoitis, liumitig 
cities, and murdering their inhabiianis, to gratify his Ixnindless 
ambition, intolerant zeal, and srnigulnary ilispositioii; Mogul 
annals paint him gras|)mg the empire of liindosian through seas 
of blood. 1 will relnlp onfy niir instance of Timur'S- cruelly froiii 
(he many which blast his Jaitrcb. When Itc wns attacked by the 
Alghans bcfoTc the citadel of Delhi, there were upwards of an 
hujidred thousand prisoners in Ms camp, b^cu after lie crossed 
the 1mlus. On heuring tiiat some of them had expresst:d salis- 
I'nction on this occasion, the inhnmnn tyrnni issued an ordcs- to 
put all above the age of fLflccn to deatii ; on that day of horror 
the greater part of lho«s [nisembfe captives were destroyed. Alier 
the conquest of Delhi, he ordered a massacre no less cruel, on the 
wrotchcci inhabitants of tJiat devoted city, in wiitch he spareit 
neither age, nor sex, nor condition, buch conduct procured him 
the title of Millak Kimu, the ** destroying prince;"' yet this U 
vox, m, * p 
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the man represenletl on the EnglisS stage with everj princeiy 
virtue i 

" Tio Kfflsrge of pritJct dke jmWtIcfft. 

'* Tbu greaE iTtugw of i gnJiB'fflf wwW f 
f» 'Well did be ■««« (he taend. oniaP of jiaiice 
*■ UjWft b« Ajtfu'jvingherfcw 

f aUU ooMm'ii ihc n^litefflis vsrSw wiih. himm** 

•* Ai if 5 i fi" fwth, «nd he charrtjHort, 

- Tlirti mt-^t Re me. of ill my w<«kt beiOwV agwt i TA«t<L 4 «E, 

AlLbougJi TUnur-lung ana other tyrants made such liornU a^ 
vastaUon in llliidoaian. the Mogul ftiniiih do not diite its fiiiai 
conquest until 1525 ; when sultan Baber, a desfcendauL of Timur, 
sealed himself on the mvisnud at Dcllii, and assmiied the command 
of die empire. Hia son Humatoon, a iniht prince, succeeded him 
Ju the impermi dignities, and extended bis conquests, as there 
were still some of die smaller Afghim governments unsubdued; 
-,ma the kingdom of Gmscmt, u-ilh its capital Abmedabad, pre¬ 
served its iude pen deuce for (ifiy juars longer; when, during the 
yeign of sultan Mahmaod, tlic last of dm Ptvthan dynasty, it 
j-ielded to Akher, sop of llumaimm, and became a part of the 
Mogul empii^* ^roin lUul period il formed one of the twelve 
grard soubahs, and was generally governed by a son of the em¬ 
peror, as 50ubuh-dar or viceroy; sometimes tliat honour was con¬ 
ferred upon a favourite omtai>, under the title of nawab, or 

naliob. 

Ill the beginning of the cightccntli century, when many of 
the disumt provinces shotik otf iheit allcgluncc to the Mogul em¬ 
peror, and these nabobs csuiblished themselves as independenl 


princes, ihe governor of Alimediibad and Cambay followed tin? 
example, and assumed llm sovcneigaly of ihai part of Guzemt: 
ivliicU ootiiiinied iu succession to Moh[xian Elian, who was llic 
lost Mogul prince in Abinedabad; for during lib reign, ihe Mali- 
rattas tinder Ragonauih Row contiuered ii about the middle of 
the eighteen til century. The nabob fled lo Cambay, and submitted 
to the limits of a small lerritojy, subject to the Ittiuiiliadtig condi- 
ttoa of paying an animal clionle, or tribute, to the Mahrtittas. 
Moliitiaii KUau vraa the nabob of Cambay during mv several 
visits to that capital. 

Ahmedabud coiUmued imder lUe Mahraiia governmem unlit 
i77y, when an English array, commanded by general Goddard, 
took it by storm f and, Ibr jwJitrcid reasons, the city wiib iu 
diate territory, was ceded to Futiy Singh, a Hindoo chieftain of 
Guaerat. leaving an English garrison in the citadel, which tliey 
were ill ixjssession of on my arrival; at the termination of the war 
ill 17^ it waa restored to tin; Mahrattas, 

I toiUd not describe this celebrated city, viihcui aderrtine 
to its former splendour, and ibe cause of its decay, which im- 
perceptibly ted roe to an outline of the generaJ history ofHtn- 
doaan, under its aucient rajahs, and the subsequent goverunieuis 
of the Pailuui and Mogul princes, during tiie tall^ dynasty, when 

the empire enjoyed traequillity. arls,scienee.agricultiin.. a..,l '- 

faetures, were encouraged, aud the blessings of peace amply dif¬ 
fused. eseu tinder a despotic goTernmem. Few migns can be 
perused with more delight ihau that of Atber, who is more en¬ 
titled to the character of Great, than many on whom it lias been 
bestowed i his name, like Allred's, litis the raiud with delight • he 


Ibi'ms a striking contrast to loosi Asiatic sorereigns. During a reign 
of more than fnriy-n'tnt* years this great prince nmile lhe wcifiirc 
und happiness of his c^Jlensivc empire the supreme ohjecl of hif! 
concern : aur!, assisted by his exccllcnl visjier, Abu! I'nael, and 
hb ritndoo minister, Blu er Bhui, he estabJished suclt wise instilu- 
iiionsras have seldom bi^n sui'passcd in tlie civil or military rlepart- 
iiicnts of the most eniigiitened sovereigns* Whoeiicr peruses tiie 
Ajecn Akbery, OP ” the lustuules of the emperor Ahbcr,'^ must 
be pleased with the wisdom and Imiiianily which regulated the 
conduct bolli of i.hc monarch and Im luiuistcri and |>ervaflcd the 
whoh* system of jurisprudence. M'he termer died ai Agra, at lUc 
age of sixiy-Uucc, in ihf year 1G05; the latter was murdered on 
returning trom the Dcccan, Uiice years before, by some banditti, 
to the iiiexpresAiblo sorrow of his royal muster t of Bheer Bhuls 
fate 1 am ignorant. 

Tim piety and humility of Alnil Faisel shine conspicuously 
in Ids preface lo the Ayw^u Akhery, winch thus comimmccsT 

It Jy T[I6 ‘SAM6 O'F ‘Plia MOST S(EndFm. OOD1 

« O Loan! all thy mysteries me impenetrable. 

« Unknown are thy beginning, and thy end. 

« In THEE ImiU begimung aud end are loslt 
** The name of Imth arc lost iti the mansions of thy cieroUy t 
« It is suflicieutthai I offer up my ihanksgiviiig, and mtalttatc 
w in astonishnjeiil. 

My oesta^V is sufficicjil knowledge of Thee f’ 

Abul FazeVs character of Akber, with whicli his sublime preface 
concludes, h graicfuh just and UeautituL 
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Praitiebt; unlo Goo! Akber« tlie exalted iuoiiarch uf our own 
times^ ts eiido\rcd with such laudable depositions, ihat it is no 
exa^erailon lu say he sui'passcs all the sages of uiiii()uUy, From 
the light oP wisiloni he iltscovers all oinks of men; and by the 
recdlude of hts eonduet, he adds splendour to his understanding, 
by the perfonnance oP laudable actions. Who is it dial is able to 
measure dm extent of bis vuliiesi They are not only beyond 
expression, but even exceed conceptiou. It it lieUrr that I make 
not the attempt, but point out a tew iittclligible wonders, by setting 
Jrbnh hb rcgulaiiojis for the houseliold, for the ordering of die 
army, and tor tlie prosperity of the kingdom; upon which three 
diiiigs defKHub the glory oP a monarch; hereby prepiirhig a rich 
gill for the intelligent, who seek after knowledge^*'' 

So highly respected was Akber among tlic Hindoos, who wbli 
to appropriate every thing to themselves, tiiai in Willord’s Essiiysi 
wc 5ijd they insist that Akber was a Hindoo, in a former goiie- 
^raitou. Tlie proxitiiiiy of the time in which this famuns emperor 
lived, has forced them, however, to ac^tint for this in the foHow- 
ing manner. There ivas n lioly biiilunin, who w ished very much 
to become cm|ieror of India* and the only pmeucable way for 
him was to die first, and be born again. For dits pur|M>se he made 
a di'Sjiemie tapasya, wishing to remember then every thing he 
knew in his present generetiou. This could not be fully grained, 
but. he w*as imlulgcd with writing on a brass plate a few things 
which he wisiied more ixirticuhirly (o reiiienilicr; then he was 
directed to bury the plate, and promised that lie would recdllect 
the place in the next genenitiou. Mucinuhi, for that was his 
name, went to JUuhabtidt Iniried the plate, and itien burned hiin> 
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stUi': uinc uiomiis auei* iit; was liora in tlie cliaracter of Aisber; 
Avlio^ its st>ou as bo ascended the throne, went to AUahitbad, and 
easily found the spot where the brass plate was buried. Thus the 
Mindoos ehilm Mahomed and Akber as iheirown* exactly like 
the Persians of old, who insisted tliat Alexander the Great was the 
son of one of their kings; so that, after all, they were forced to sub¬ 
mit to iheii'' coimirymeti oidy, 

Akber was succeeded by Selim bis son, wlio then took the 
name of jehaug^ire; this emperor appointed hb son sultan Curmm 
to be viceroy of Guscrat, and conterred on him the tide of Shab- 
Jehan, king of iltc world/' which ho reUiinetl after ho became 
emperor, ia 1628. Jl was during the reign of Jehungire, iu I6l5, 
that Sir Thomas Rije was sent ou an embassy to the Mogul court, 
by James the First, king of England. About that dtuo the soubah 
of Giizcrul was In a very Iloufishing condition; if wc arc to lie- 
lieve the Mogul writers, Ahmedabad then coivlained near three 
niillious of inhabitants; 1 should tniaglne one third of the uumber 
to be nearer the truth. ^Vhell I was there they were reduced to 
three hundred thousand, of whom two [lurts were Mabomedans, 
and the rest Hindoos. 

During the reign of Shah Jehan, bis sons, Morad and Auning- 
siebe* successively enjoyed the soubahship of Gueeiut, and kept 
a splendid court at Ahmcdabad, which they greatly improveii, 
and there fostered all the arts of peace. The Mogul emperors 
from Akber to AitrungKebc, who died in i707i although fuud of 
fbrcigu couc)uesls, and of humbling other princes, in their own 
donijjitODS encouraged agricukurc and commerce, patrouiaed the 
arts and sciences, and distributed impartial justice, to the best of 
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their abiliiies* in ihe remotest disiricts of dicir extensive cmpiie. 
Tn llieir days arose those magniticent structures which now adorn 
iJie northern cities of llindoslanj Uie paJaces, nrjuediicts, and 
matisoJeums kicly described, were all erected by those emperors; 
and Shah Jehan, who built the summer-palace on die baaks of 
Ute Sabermalty, erected the I’ajc Mahal at Agra, in ntemory of a 
tavouritc Sultauai which is still the wonder of the eastern world. 

Ilie most splendid ixilaces at Ahmedabad were in loo ruinous 
a slate during my visit to furnish a stiflicient description; but to 
give some idea of tlicse structures in the time of die imperial 
jirinces, 1 shall mentionl^ dewaii6 kliass, one of the halls in the 
palace of Shah Alhini, descrilicd by IVancklin; which, although 
repeatedly stripped and plundered by successive invaders, still re¬ 
tains ^at beauty. “ This building is a hundred and fifty feet in 
length, by forty itt breadth. The roof is flat, supported by nume¬ 
rous cohim ns of line white marble, which have been richly oma- 
nienicd with inlaid flowered work of diflerem coloured stones. ^Hic 
cornices and liordcrs have been decorated with a frize and scuip- 
lured work. The deling was fonncrly tncrusied with a rich foliage 
of stiver, iJirougliout ii» whole extent: and foe delicacy of die 
inlaying in the compartments of the vralls is much to be admired. 
Around the exterior of the dewan khass, in tJie cornice, are the 
following lines, wrilten iu letters of gold, upon a ground of white 
marble: Jf there be a paraduc itjmt earth thii is ii; it h thu; 

it is ihisf** The terrace of this buildhig is composed of laige slalis 
of marble, and the whole i# crowned at lop with four cupulas of 
the same material. The royal baifis built by Shall Jclititt near for 
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kliass.coiisislins oflhi^ large rooms, surmounted by domes 
of while marble, are lined with the same» and ornameuied with 
beautiful bordci^ of Howers. worked with corueliaas. and other 

stones/' 

During the splendid relsns of die imperial house of Tiniur» 
wc behold despolism in rather an eiigaging form? in cultivating 
the uris of peace, she assumes her mildtsi aspect; yet absolute 
jKiweiv in its best csialc, must be atlenUc<l with many iinhapp? 
consitriucnccs. A prince, «ho wTsiies to rule with cknieney» rarely 
has il in Ids power. Shorlly afler the royal diadem adorns his 
brow, some oonfederaev is formed^ against hi in, by sons, broil icis, 
or licur relations, and he lUinks bimT«>lf under die necessity of 
potiing them U> dcalii, or depriving them of sight, to prevenl hw 
own destruction ftoin a successoi* who is too soon to Ibel the 
thorns so thickly inlcrnitiigled with the raises of royalty. 

^rhesc horrid crimes cast a gloom over oriental annals ; history 
paints the way to llic miisiuid ilu-ough a sea of blood; yet, after 
being firmly establisbed, the Mogul princes in general govcnicd 
well. No uioimich ever ascended a more sangumary throne than 
Aurung7^be; wc stavt wilU horror at the ireuttneiH of his aged 
father, and the cruel fate of his wretched hrotheoi; hut when 
these obstacles were removed, few sovereigns have displayed (ei- 
ccpl in his bigotted pcr&eeutiou of the Hindoos) more justice and 
clemency than Auvutigzclw- iluriiig a long rcign fifty years; 
many parts ofhis chamcler form a pattern tbr soverei^s in milder 
governments. Hut since the usnrpalions in (he empire, Uic inva- 
eioii of Nadir Shah, and the couquesls of the AtaUraitus, which 
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comnjenced under Scvajce, during ihc reign of Aunmgzebe* very 
few traces of hb excellent regulations exist; we can only lament 
over Uieir ruins. 

I shall not attempt a detail of the cruel oppressions and tncau 
\ advantages of lUe Malirattu pundits and governors, tiow dispersed < 
^throughout Guacrat, aud occupying tliese magiiiticebt rcmaiits of 
Mogul splendour. Their severe exactions have alreadv rendered the 
district of ^Viimcdabad, once so flouristiing rmd delightful, al¬ 
most a desert; and ihousaudsormdusirious subjects are annually 
leaving it, to seek proteciiou under milder goveniuienb. 

I wish to WTite impartially, and not to paint despotism in 
a favourable lightt lo be haled by an EtigUsluiiau, ii needs but to 
be seen. Its frightful picture, drawn by the peDetrating Mon¬ 
tesquieu, must be confirmed by n slight oliscrvcr of Asiatic 
tyranny. That admirable wriler asserts, that Fi^An is llie prin¬ 
ciple of all despotic governments; we are not to look for mag- 
iiaakniiy among a timid spiritless jH’ople, where the prince 
cannot impart a greatness which he does uot hiuisdf possess; 
for with him there is no sucli thing as glory, it is In nio- 
narohies we behold the subjects ciicircting the throne, and cheered 
by the trradiancy of the sovereign; there it is, that each person 
frlling as it were a larger space, is capable of exercising those 
virtues which adorn the sou), not with independence, but with true 
dignity and greatness.*' 

This is one of the distiuclions in due Spirit of Laws between 
a limited monarchical, and a despotic government. Yet, in the 
present constitution of things, it must reluciandy be admitted 
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u>al the latter appears to be beat adapted to the slaviah toiad. 
of Asiatics; who are strangers totlie noWc seotiincnls which anr- 
mate free-born souk, which impelled the ancient heroes of Greece 
and noiiie to their magnaniinous eaerlions: and which, in sob- 
sequent times, in our own country, have inspired a Hampden, 
and a Ro33el„and trill still continue to inspire every teal patriot 
in his struggle for the ptservation of British freedom I 

AimI mvf 

febohl T wbito Knind the bfllcM itmm 

BchiM om dthte 

Tht fcfidt-bflthe bftjarMif Ulfr> 

'* [£ jteacf iiill Twi, m beauty miSk 1 
A Hui lutei ia fldinetij and nam, hurl'dt 
" Bot EuBlMid yet tcnrlve tii* vorid» 

« r™ tundy ijjum.fwinffiisdy 
'■ proniTnidi’*iiurelaiabtljMJTOi^»tww'^i 

From etjuai olik* ibat fule* 

" The people’* will, the Moiarcli’* pow'rj 
*’ From Prtiy* whose ami uuccm 
M FcjTt Gqdj md kUDW* twi few ?, 

*' Pnam Iriyalty* high ilWaiii 

Tunu bom ll» fjwnlng* 6iithlo« train i 
** From dMiltj tb® HiitoiuBJ reowtl* shew, 

'* ViUtor't renown, mi Fuecioni'* bIow } 

*' Ti* Uence, lhat tprinfif ib* nireonqiwi'd fim. 

*• Tliat bid* to Glo»y‘t bniehl* 

« IB Brit^i *tni tbc Sige’i nan, 

« Tho JcholiPi toy, the rtatoano’b 
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** 31 ]e fluEui^ tvQT^r ^ itsijljr 
ft the Fiitseiise arotoid 1 

*■ HOTj in tlari^ hwt r«rtal inft vm 
• * Tht paBsefiil lb& daiiic nnnt?» 
f* And b^’roty Wisdctn lisw bur ligUt feesnej 
HtfT btJy detfa itM ddfbjg!” 
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Ahl vlwt iriiS tfaj cciamatt4 

■“ -Tf. 

U17 cjmul md thf (wimjr wood* t» 

Wh« ihtmgb ibe caMu bre»ilu» akfUg iby •hfhray 
AXid irickUog Jid^ ha cwoc'd ^ 
Xbougb guoH holiiuAik ia thy raOeyt grow^ 
f pW* Ijiy bcrdeiA glow 
TtM cbnw»t Uwix^ a *uwJg bikdCft find 
III tmid «Hie that xtw «thy hind: 

For Qmu^itox ilty pbliii 

Ccr iby Imd a 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 


We ieil Ahmed abaci ac day-break, on the 3th of May ; some re¬ 
freshing showera Lad fallen Uie preceding evening which laid ihe 
dust, and arrayed every object with a bi-cfy wdwre. Tliis may 
appear a trifling circumstance in Euwpe, but it affords an un¬ 
speakable pleasure la a traveller in the torrid acme, and at lids 
sea^n of the year is very unusual. 

The costly mosques and mausoleums at Peefana, a sacred spot, 
seven miles from Alimedahad, detaiaed us a considerable lime. 
These tombs are of white rnarbla» adorned with ostriches' eggs, 
rows of false pearl, and wreaths of flowers. The walls, pillars, 
and domes of the mouldering edifices which contain ilicm, arc lu- 
liiid with small looking-glasses, 11 gates, and coraelians, more gaudv 
tlian elegant, and very inferior to the shrines at Bettwah; alt Lough 
these, from Laving been erected 10 the inenrory of rnahomeiian 
saints, are held in higher veneration. The tracery of the windows 
is cxtreiiHdy neat, and filled xvitli stained glass from Europe, Lu iLe 
manner of our cathedrals. 

From Peerana ive rode five miles tiirougli a jdi^isani couni ly to 
the banks of the Sabermatty, forded its shallow stmam, and conii- 



nueU our Journey to Dolcah, a large town eigliieen miles from 
Ahraedabad, where liie offer of a summer-palace, surrounded bv a 
channing garden, fountains, and groves of fruit-trees, lempied us 
to lemain till the next morning. 

Polcah, a cusbah or lovm, inhabited by landholders on mllitaiy 
tenure, is four miles in circuit, not fortified, but surrounded by a 
mud wallj the gales are strong, and the town famishes twenty 
Uiousand Cusbaltees, who fbmi a sort of equestrian militia; many 
of them are warlike, of good family, and men of propertj. Dol¬ 
cah b celebrated for several spacious tanks hned with stone: one 
of tlicm is adoTued with an island and bridge like dial at Kokarea. 
Near these lakes arc several mined' palaces, mosqncs, and tombs, 
once splendid and beautiful. The surrounding country was cutii- 
vated in large euctosures, planted with mango, tamarind, and kir-> 
ney trees. In times of tranquillity the Dolcali purguntia yields a 
revenue of eight lacs of rupees, but the Coolies and Cottles already 
mentioned were then so very troublesome, that cultivatiun only 
flourished near the towns; the distant jdaiiis were assuming the 
appearance of a forest overrun witli a variety of game. The iolia- 
bitauts of Dolcah assured us that their farmers and ploughmen 
were attended by warriors to keep off the banditti; and near every 
village sve found cenitticls stationed on tlie highest trees to give 
notice of their approach. As soon as a watchman disco vers a 
troop of Celtics he blows a horn, or makes a loud cry, which b 
perfectly understootl both by die peasants and cattle; this b re> 
pea ted by other cenlincls, and in a fow minutes the whole country 
is alarmed ; swains, Bocks, and herds hastily retreat to the vil¬ 
lages, always surrounded by mud walls or strong milkfbush hedges^. 
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ami someliuies both. Tliejr are accasionalJy surprised, and these 
marauders have been known ip drive off two or three thousand 
cattle at a time* TJic villagers, armed with bows and arrows, at¬ 
tack the Coities when thdr numbers are not too formidable ; but 
the latter being always on horseback have greatly the advantage. 
On account of iliese predatoi^ incursionsit our little ^ort of ca¬ 
valry and rain, with the necessary attendants, generally occa¬ 
sioned an atann as we travelled through the country. 

Early the next morning we left Dolcah, recroased the Saber- 
matty at Angolah, and reached the village of Bursora, fifteen miles 
from JDolcali, before the heat of the day. Here we pitched our 
lento, and remained dnringtite sultry hours. In iheevening a ride 
of twelve miles, over an open cultivated plain, brougiil tis to the 
gaics of Cambay; the distance from tlienec loAhmedabad.either by 
Kairah as we went, or by Dulculi our retunniig route, disliugnished 
by the upper or lower road, is only fifty miles. 

On both roads 1 had an opporHinily of revisiting the site of onr 
encampments on the plains of Naranseer, and the garden-house.s 
where we resided at hcad~i|uarter$ during the campaign in Ouite- 
rat: some of those snmnier palaces were very beautiful, bolli in 
situation and architecture. The n&l)ub did not occupy any ur 
them: he spent bis retired hours entirely at Dtl Guaha, or Heart- 
Bspanding, a more favourilc retreat. Most of lliose sunmier^ 
houses are of a slight construction, and, like those in the ciders 
garden at Baroche, are divided into tlirec pavilions, at a consider¬ 
able distance from each other, with canals, fountains, and fiower- 
gardens in the intermediate space. Tliey am gcaemlly sarrounded 
by sloping verandas and puidoes, or wet hangings of gunnies, a 
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sOfl of coUoti sackclolli* to keep ibeni cool » while tlie paloces h> 
cities are built of strong masonry^ and oniamenleii at great expense; 
and palaces, villas, and mosques, are often named al'ter dicir prin¬ 
cipal cmbellisbmentsj thus at Baroche and Ahmcdabad are Uic 
Ivory and Silver Mosques; tlicPountain of Pleasure, the Garden of 
Delight, and many similar appellations distinguish Ute villas of the 
moguh. In the destruction of Samaria, we read in Uic propliet 
Amos: “ I will smile the winter-house with the summer-house, and 
the houses of ivoi 7 shall perish* and the great houses shall have an 

end/' 

In the Ayecn Akbcry wc read of a house in the dty of Cultek 
which consisted of nine stories; the first for the elephants, camels, 
and horses; the second for the artillery and military stores, on 
which were also quarter* for dte guards and other atiendanta; 
the third story was occupied by the |>orters and watchmen; the 
fourth was appropriated for the several artificers; the kilciiens 
made the fifth nmge; the sisUi contained the rajah's public apart- 
incnls; the seventh was for the transaction of private business ; in 
ihe eighth die women resided; and the ninth was the rajah's sleep¬ 
ing apartments. Tlus palace was built by rajah Mucund Deo. 

^QQti^vious to it stood a very ancient Hindoo temple. 

At Surat I iiieolioncd one of the nabob's gardens, which he 
called Ath JJaw%, or the ” Garden of Goi>;" but his subjects, who 
had been grievously oppreasetl to procure bis highness this beaute- 
fuJ retreat, named \l Zuiam Bauhg, ** tlic Garden of Oppression," 
t fear that uppellallon would be applicable to most of the palaces 
belonfiing lo the Cambay nabob, who niled his (>eopte with a rod 
of iron, and was guilty of the most cruel exactions. 
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“ Mild fqaal thti £)^eniiDe±lt of 

And ili^iroiKtiQ^ FoccdoiDi^ wbicli olocie 
** Sustaini Uie nuw #nd dkgnitr of nun, 

" Thw are ewr tbeiri!" THoa kht. 

After Ic&viag Cam bay 1 Imcl occasion to correspond with oar 
kind host the vj 2 icr Mirza Zummautii when in disgrace* and barba> 
roufliy treated by the nabob his ungriiteful rnasier: his letters wwe 
inleresiitig and paiheiic: 1 insert one as a specimen. It was iu 
answer lo a letter of mingled condolence and congrauilaiion which 
1 had wriUen lo him at the French-gardens in Surat* whither he 
liad escaped from the nabob's tyranny* under the protection of . 
Sir Charles Malct, then the English resident at tlie nabob's court* 
who made the most generous exertions in behalf of the unfortunate 
Persian, at the moment when the mute and bow-string, or some 
species of murder equally priTale and expeditious* awaited him in 
the nabob's durbar. With the letter J had sent him a drawing 
which he had requested of the Temple of Fountains* at Dilgusha* 
which is the picture the vizier alludes to in the following letter* 


Tranahticn e/ a Per^uan LatUr/rom Mirza Ztiotmaunt late Vkter ai 
Coiitbaiff to Jamti Porter* ^atcdJVoNt thz Ftench Gardens 
at Sarott 17M JfarcA* 1782. 

[Aficr Ibe tiAUii) Orieut^J 

” Too keep an eye of pity and of favour on your friend lilirza 
Zummaunj for this may Alla protect you* bless you wilh health* 
4 rtd shower down upon you the dew-drop of fcitciiy. May all 


my wishes for vour happiness in this lift l>e fulfilled, until you ar¬ 
rive at ihc celestial paradise! 

“Your hind teller reached me iu good lime, and afforded a 
gleam of pleasure to my sorrowful hcarU I rejoice at your hcaliU, 
and most sincerely thank you for condoling wUU me in my inbfor- 
tunes; it convinces me that Lbcre are still men in the world who do 
nol forget a friend in advcrsil 3 '. 1 cannol tell you what i hare 
suffered fjopa the nabob of Cambay, who in Jiis Iieai't is not a 
friend to the English, notwithstanding his outward appeamnee. J 
always regarded them ; and the m(jre I knew of them, day by day, 
the more my friendship increased: this his liighness did not ap- 
prove; it was one cause among many others fbr my disgrace, and 
al Icnt^lh lor his determined resolution to take away my life: but 
life and death are in ihe bauds of Gou! without his pei raission my 
deatli was not to happen. Our excellent fricml the English resi- 
dem, on receiving intelligence of my misfortune, instantly flew lo 
the durbar and rescued me from the power of the wicked, 

" llje vessel that has a good pilot fears no storm; in iLc raging 
{jcmpesl what can happen to her,^ Sucli a safeguard, such a pro¬ 
tector is our exalted friend! he came to save my life in Ute most 
critical moment of my existence: bad his exertions been delayed a. 
few minutes all would have been loo laie. Thanks be to God wlto 
pointed out his path, and causeit hiui to bring safety to my soul. 

*' I have reeei ved the picture ; t licTejuple of Uie Fou ntains, as you 
observe, will fill my mind witti mingled sensations. When I look 
al lliat beautiful drawing it will remind me of the happy hours I 
spent tlierc willi my friends: it will ulso recal to my remembraiice 
an ungrateful and perfidious prince, who loaded me with favours 


167 


and ovei'VFhelmed tn€ with disgrace. I am made happy by this 
act of your kind ness, I pray lo AJIa to keep you m health atid 
wisdom J what can I say more?*' 

Among tlie atletulants of the Cambay nabob* as also at Sumt 
and other places* are several Abyssinian and CaiVree slaves* called 
by way of courtesy Seddees, or Master. Tliey are often promoted 
to. great honours* nchly apparelled* and fumished wkit horses* 
arms* and servants. This is customary among the Moguls* Turks, 
Persians* and Arabians, and especially the Mamelukes in Kgypt* 
most of whom have ascended to their eminence from such an 
origin, as the name*aigTurymg “purchased**' or *' property*" implies* 
The slaves who conduct themselves well find their chains light, arc 
treated like near rchuives* and are admitted to great confidence; 
tliey often obtain their freedom, and marry their masters' daughters. 
The mahome^lans in general troatttheir slaves with humanity* and 
by kind attentions render their servitude easy and comrortahlc; 
nor liave those purchased by the Euglish In India much reason 
to complain of their lot; they experience very drficrcnt treatment 
from tliat of their African brethren in the West ladies. No cruel 
taskmasters and overseers increase the hardships of bondage; they 
sa-e all household servants* often confideDtial domestic friends* and 
never employed in agriculture or laborious work* Witli the Dutch 
m India indeed their condition is not so pleasant; but the most 
unfOFLunatc of all arc those who fall into the iuimU of the native 
Portugueze* generally a worthless race, treating ihdr helpless cap¬ 
tives with excessive cruelty. 

After all, we must say with Sterne, “ disguise thyself as thou 
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wUu siill. Slavery, ihou art a biller draught !" WUeilier ilie titled 
sJave is a favourite of royalty, clothed iritU purple and fine Itiien, 
and fariug sumptuously every day, or ^vhether like tny little Au- 
jengu captives, ihoir varjrobe and monthly sustenance amount 
only to a few rupees, still the lender ties of parental, filial, aud 
fraternal afieclion are dissolved; all the domestic pleasures of youth 
destroyed, and many other painful ilcpHvations accompany the 
galling chain : such must be the case of slavery eveu in its iiesl 
estate, 1 have witnessed the cruel ireatmeiit of the Portuguese 
slaves in the plantations of SouUt America, and conversed with 
slaves who filled a high station in India: the latter, no doubt, have 
must reason to be satisfied; but an Knglish cottager is a liappier 
juan. Liberty is his birthright, it sweetens the moat homely meal, 
and gives a zest to every eiijoymenl, l>eyond nil llie favours whicli 
an imperial despot can lavish on his fettered mtiiion. 

J know not where to fmil a more just portrait of an Asiatic 
sovereign tlmn that presented by a young man to DaHus, king of 
Persia, as it was delivered to the monarch himself when surrounded 
by all the piinces, governors, and chief officers of Persia and Me¬ 
dia. It certainly was not iutcuded to dtsplaj^ despotism tn its worst 
llglit, but rather to represent the great king in the fairest point of 
view. J introduce it as a true picture of ati Asiatic prince at this 
day, and of one far mure amiable lluin the iiabub of Cambay. 

O ye men, do not men excel in strength, that bear rule over 
sea and land, and all ihings in Ihetnf But yet llie king is more 
iuighiy, for he is lord of all thc«c things, and hath dominiuii over 
them; and wluttsoevcr he comma ndeih them lliey do. If lie bid 
tliem make war one against anulher they do it; if he send them 
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oul against the eDeniies, thcj go and break doivn mouDtains^ waJls^ 
and toweia: they slay and are slain, and tmasgresfi not the king's 
cotamanduients; if diey get the Victory they bring all to the king; 
as wdl the 9 |>oil as uil diitigs else* Likewise for t hose that are no 
soldiers, and have not to do with wars, but use liusbandry, wheJi 
they have reaped that which they had sown, they bring it to the 
king. If he command to kill, they kdl' if he command to spare, 
they sparcj: tf he command to smite, they smite; If he command 
to make desolate, they inake desolate; if he command to hutUI, 
they build: if lie command lo cut down, they cut down; if he 
command to p1uj)t, they plant. So all his people and his armies 
obey him, and yet lie h hut one man t rurlherinore he ealeth and 
drinkethand luketh his rest!" Lshras. 

If such is the portrait of despotism in its best estate, what must 
it be in the hands ofa wicked and emd tyrant.^ It is painful to 
remark, but I Itclicve it will be allowed by those who have been in 
similar silualious with myself as collectors of the revenues, that the 
mildness and equity of the English laws, the forbearance and !ni- 
mtiriity of our mitionu! cliamcler, <lo not always, u«r indeed gene¬ 
rally, produce the desired ciTecls in Mindosian. J found it so in 
the revenue deparimcni at Dlmboy. ^'he severe and oppressive 
nieasuies which tlie people had been accusiotned to uUfler their 
former governors were more efficacious. Pear is the operative 
principle; coercion seems necessary in all ranks, fioni the zemindar 
to the lowest landar or pmell In the purgnnna; the lenity and 
kindness shown to those immediately connected with the durbur, 
never to my knowictige proiluccd a return of benevolence in the 

conduct of the zemindars towards their inferiors. The chain of 
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upprcssion ctiniinucd unliroketi from the top to the bottoni. It » 
I bcliere a true obscrralloii^ that no tnaslers are more tyrannical 
than those who have been slaves themselves; few servants in a free 
country prefer living with a master or mistress who had themselves 
been in a stale of servitude. i\inong the oppressions complained 
of by Nehemiah, under the government of Artaserxes, he says 
that not only iLe goveniore but even iheir servants bare rule over 
tlje people, ami u»ade cruel exacuons. Thus it is at this day 
throughout India; it ex lends from the savage punislunent which 
1 ineniiooed to have been indicted on. a man of high, rank by the 
prince of Scindy, down to the village patell, who does not ac¬ 
quiesce in the payment of llie sum extorted from Mm by the op¬ 
pressive zemindars. 

As to slavery literally so called^ in Asia it is of various kinds, 
'rhe female slaves brought to die Lidian courts from Georgia and 
Circassia^ are in very high estimation. 1 have seen some of Uiese 
reputed beauties, and others from Armenia or the northern parts 
of Persia: they were generally lair, with dark eyes and clear com¬ 
plexions ; in youth possessing that rich style of beauty so much 
admired in Persian and Arabian tales. The male slaves generally 
preferred by the Persians and Moguls in India are brought from 
Abyssinia and the eastern coast of Africa. 

In the northern provinces it is not so common to have slaves in 
Hindoo families as in the hlysore and Malabar dominions; there 
they are very much employed, especially in cnllivalioD* i believe 
most of llic tribes of Pooleahs and Pariara in Maiabar are consi¬ 
dered as slaves. Dr. Buchanan observes, that in Malayala, in the 
south of Malabar, the usual pi ice of a young man and his wife « 
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from six to seven pounds, if they have two young childrcji it iit> 
creases their yalnc to nine or ten pounds; and with four or hrc 
children, two of whom are beginning to work, llic family will pro> 
ducc altogether from fourteen to fifteen pounds; tins was tit Pula« 
Ghat: at Manapuram, In its vidnity, children sell from eight to 
tweiity-ouc shillings adiead, according to their growth. This ap- 
pears a small sum for liic purchase of a slave, but they are as cheap 
in many other parts of the world, Chardin sajs the Tartars sold 
tlicir Polish prisoners ibra crown a-licad : and the prophet Joel, in 
describing llie ntiscrable captivity of the Jews, says, llic children of 
Jerusalem have ye sold to die Grecians; they gave a boy for an 
harlot, and sold a girl for a drink of wine. 

Tlie number of poor |)eopte who come down to AiijcDgo and 
tile other sea-ports from the inland countries, during a lamTiic, 
either to sell themselves, or to disjx^sc of their children as slaves, is 
astonishing. During my lesideucc at Anjengo there was no fa¬ 
mine, nor any unusual scarcity of grain, but during the rainy 
season many were weekly brotiglil doivn from die mountains to be 
sold on the coast. They did not ap|>car to Uiiuk it so great a hard¬ 
ship as we imagine; what may be their usual degrees of filial and 
parental affection 1 pretend not to delcnnine, neilher can I ascer¬ 
tain the Malabar ideas annexed to dulce-tlomuui, and tire charities 
of domestic life; but, witliout the smallest intention of conutenan* 
cing West India slavery, I must and do think the feelings of a ^la- 
labar peasant and those of a cottage family in England arc very 
diffcrcnl: the former certainly part with their children appsircntly 
with i^ry lilUe compiinciion, the latter arc united by every tender 
sympalhcUc tic. Wc know that it is no unusual thing for people to 
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sett themselvc» for brctul to eastern countries; itbasbeeii pmctlsed 
from llie lime of Joseph until the present pcricKl. The Egyptians 
sold thein$e1?es and ttiotr possessions to Pliamoh, lo save their lives 
during a gi'ies'ous famine; and Ui the code of Hindoo taws is h 
pmvtsiou for the poor h fetches wfio from dte same cause might be 
reduced to the same dreadful neceasily. “ Whoever having re- 
** ccived his vicluaU fmm a person during tlic lime i^a famine^ and 
" hath becouie lits stave, upon giving to bis provider whatever 
“ he received fixjui hiiu during the lime of the famine, and 
“ two head of caiileT may become free fiotn his servitude,” Re* 
8[>ecUng this kiml of slavery among the Jews, Uie Mosaical law, 
with the sweetest lireathings of Ij«iiianf1.y,tiiua enjoins the Israelites: 

** If thy IvrotLcr that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold 
** unto thee, he shall serve dice unlo the year orjnbilee; and then ' 
** shall he depart from thee, bodi he and hb children with him, and 
** shall return unto his familyj and nuio tl^e j>ossessioii of Ids fa- 
“ ibers sitall be return: for they are my servants which 1 brought 
** forth out of the land of Egj'pl; they shall not be sold as bond- 
men/' 

During our suy at Cambay the nabob inviteil us to pass an 
evening at a summer palace, called DibGuslia, which means the 
Heart's Delight, lilcrally the cxhilaralEon or expansion of the heart; 
a name in the Persian jaiigiiage somewlmi synonimous to Sans. 
A’owrj, the favourite retreat of Ercilerrck, king of Prussia; although 
in ail respects on a more Itmiied scale thnn lliat royal t^ideiice, 
which 1 have since visited* Dil-Gusha is crontiguous to (he city, 
and l>eing the spot in whidi the nabob then most delighted, the 
I>aviUons and gardens were Ncpi in good order, while his other 
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villas were entirely negleclcU. Tl>e, priueipal huililing at Dil- 
Gusha consists of two octagon halls, on the n Of them tefrace of an 
upper gafcicii; from ibencc a Sight of steps^leads to the lower gsf- 
den near a lake, eonliiiinitg the aenana and private apartiueiitst 
where bo strangers intnnled; at the souUi.cnd of the upper garden 
is anoilicr pavilion witii a flat roof, eontitmnding an extensive view 
over the gulpli of Cambay, on which the nabob generally eutcr- 
lained liis eveuing visitors. 

The siise of tliesc gardens docs not admit much variety in the 
walks nod shrubberies; choice trees uiul shrubs border a narrow 
canal bcLwceii the pavilions, sidorncd with a uuinl>er of small fouir* 
tains; the centre of the canal expands round an nclngou marble 
temple of a singular cousiruclion; each perforated coltimti con¬ 
tains a leaden pipe, which conveys water to ihc roof of the temple, 
where from eight fountains round. Ihe dome it falls over the project- 
in*' architrave on screens ot sa'ecl-sceiiled khusa''gra£s, audgeniiy 
trickling tlirongh the mailed verdure renders ihc internal atmo¬ 
sphere ddightful hnagiiiation can hardly form a more loxurious 
regale in the torrid stone dmu to repose in a temple of fountains, 
lulled by the notes of hulbub in llic surrounding groves. 

rt'liX'at affords a charming altevialion U> the heat ol a tro¬ 
pical day. The evening, as already meniioned, hns its peculiar 
delights. The rays of Cynthia give a softened beauty lo the gar¬ 
dens; the slirubs and flowers emit a double pcrfiJtne,aiid the lordly 
champuch fills the air vviib fragrance. Then, or rather at early 
dawn, is TcaUaed the address of the dmusel in a vernal morning to 
the love-sick Rhada, elegantly translated by Sir William Jones: 
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The ^aic that has ^Tantoned round Uie beautifu] clove-plants, 
bucathes now from Ihc hills i>f Malaya; ibe circling arbora resound 
with Uie notes of the cocil. and the murmurs of boney-mahing 
swarms. Now the hearts of duinsets whose lovers travel at a diii- 
tance are pierced ivith angubh, while tlie talossonwof^ffCM/are con¬ 
spicuous among the dowers coverwl with bees. The imitala, with 
leavesdarfc and odorous, claims a tribute from tlte musk which it van¬ 
quishes; and the clustering tiowers of theresemble the nails 
of Cam A, with which he rends the hearLs of the young. The full 
blown chara gleams like the aceptre of tlic world's monarch, Lovei 
and the pointed ihjTse of tJie cetaea resembles die darts by which 
lovers are wouiuicd. See liie bunches of pataH flowers filled with- 
bees, like the quiver of Sstaba full of shafts; wlule the lender 
blossom of the uiriina smiles to see Hic wh<dc world laying shame 
•aside. The far-sceiilud madAavt heuiilifies the trees round which it 
twines; and the fresh nuttlica seduces, with rich peifiimc, even tlic 
hearts of hermits; while the Ufftra-inee with bJoornitig tres^rs is em¬ 
braced by the gay creeper ttiiimucid, and the Iduc sireams of 
Yamuna wind raititd dm groves of Vrhietamn. In Ibis charming 
season, which gh e« pain to separated tovere, young Hcri sports 
and dances wiili a eonipjmy of damsels. A breeze like the breath 
of love, from the fragrant fiowere of the cStaca kindies every heart, ^ 

whilst it perfumes tire woods wiLb the dust wlrich it shakes from 
the ma/fic/t with half ojicned buds; and the cociVn bursts into song 
when he sees lire blossoms glistening on the lovely ro.trfM,'* 

Most of the royal gardens in India have an appropriate name, 
and frequciilly an iiiscrrprion over the portal in Pcrimn poetry^ 
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hjperbolicatlj descriptive of their attiKcUons. The tbllowing spe¬ 
cimen is taken from the entrance of a garden^ made by the empe- 
jQf A 11 fafigzebe at Noorabadj on the banks of the river Zank> 

wu pUnted bj lliii king Alon^ef* 

** Wiiw mureTKi) bomiif nvak dull of tb& In aU bii iplitiidor: 

** Wbfln bt fkns^nd:^ A simtefioe lo Jb diite 

** An TDiias crplkdi thioa bitd »eii lbs QAUbW ow BfcAOTt .*" 

1057^ 

Something siiniiar to Uie temple of fountains at Dil-Gusha is 
thus fabled in the gardens of Xiidra> introduced in the Curse of 
Ketiama. 

WUluA ibe vO bii ^okku ihrojae 
E^In'dli BeLomii Ie», 

Wiltdilng wilb Atevij 
He |>cr^iinM ligbt^ ibit btimbig briebt 
SJcDra fut the p^pg btmx% 

On dther ude bU cntuidiA Mndi 
Ffobesing with fen of pesoodu’ pLume» thtf Air j 
Which* rtsfeletii of Alt riefa guim And ^owcrii 
Sratu ovcrciiHiE'd wiib fw«u thm. 

After a recreation in the garden, the nabob accompanied us to 
tlie Toof oftlie pavilion, where music and dancing-girls awaited us, 
Pire-works on llw canal iUuminated its fragraiH borders, and exhi¬ 
bited a curious scene of alternate fountains, playing lire and water, 
falling among shrubs and dowem. The supper, similar to that at 
the Tiaicr's, consisted of various rich dishes', the dificreht sherbets 
were improved by spices and rose-water- The nabob was aftable 
and p*»liie, helped us himself from the best dishes, and kept up a 
sprightly coDversaiion. On our taking leave lie sprinkled us wUli 
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oitar of roses; aad^ agreeably to ibe eustom of Asiatic princes, 
prcseuti-d lo each betel, sbaarls, and kincobs. 

It is not easy to give a literal trauslalion of the danciiig-girls' 
songs, bin a$ they were superior lo any 1 bad heard before, I at- 
templed an imitation from die communication of a friend, who 
undets timd Llie langiinge, and had been accost on led lo t hese enicr- 
tainments. M'cre I fai-oiired by the rouse of IlaBa, 1 would not 
introduce them in humble prose* 

A 50XG OF HOSOASr, Oil liOXANA: 

A FKHaLE APPR Ll.ATEONI SIOK'IFT INO SPX.EKD011. 

AVbcn, oh iny beloved! will itiou retunip delight of tnv heart, 
and treasure of my soul, olil wliai will lliou appear to bless ihy 
Rojiauap In vain do I wait thy approach; ihoii cotnest not to 
tliy love: mine eyelids are weary in watching iby fooisleps. The 
jofa of my beloved is decked with gHrkmds of iiiogrccs, oversha- 
dowed by a canopy of jessamin, J have strewed it with the sweet 
dust of Keiirah, and perfumed it with ottar of roses; 1 am scented 
with the oils of iuhore, and tinged with the blossoms of Uitma; 
haste then, my licloved, io thine handmaid,glaildcn her heart by 
thy presence! 


A SOKC OF SELIUA. 

Abdallaltl lamp of my life and possessor of my heart; my firet, 
my only love! Ju vain do I call upon thee, thou art aJUroff; thou 
hearcst not the voice of ihy Seiima, once the most favoured of thy 
slaves! 

Abdallah! my king! my bvc! thou hast decked roc with dta- 
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moptls of (roJconda, and oovf^red me wiih jtiairja oi‘ Ormusr;_ 

wliat aj-e diamomls and jjearJs to her llial b tbr^kenf tlie jewel 
most jjrii^ed bjr tiiy fteliniu is no longer her own—me iJ»j 
henrt, mj beloved^ restore tt to its first pi>ssessor! 

rUe sliawis of Casaimer and the siifcs of Iran presented by m/ 
Jordf iuivc no longej" nny chartas for thy SoUmPi tliy patace, diy 
ImdiSt' diy gtirdeus tlclight tne no more: t aki* them again; wlmt 
are they alh cottipared ivith liie heart oi my Abdalla? O give rhe 
‘ thy heart, my fjefoved, resion* il to its first possessorf 

The gardens anil groves, ontic the fond retreat of thy Sclijna, 
afford me no pleasure; the inangiD and pomegranate ii/mpi me 
in vaiu! The fragrance of chanipahs and odour of spices T no 
longer enjoy;—J«y damsels delight me im more, tmd music 
ceases to chann. Retum, oh my lord, to tliine handmaid, restore 
her ihy hcan, and every jiteasore will accompany it; O, give thy 
heart to thy Selinia, restore il to its first possessor! 

The Persians and Moguls wlsom we met at these parties seemed 
fond o( poetry, and one of lliem wna favourerl by a plaintive 
miise, 'The orientals allow the Europeans lo excel in hiaioiy, 
philosophyr and ethics, but suppose wc liave very link taste for • 
poetry, especially odes, in the »tyk of Sappho, Anacreon, and 
Hafk, of whicli they arc extremely fond. On a person of runk 
making this remark to Sir Charles Malct, w'ho uecompaiued tu 
on this visit, he assmed him to the egntmry- Being master of 
the Persian language, he made (Jm following stao^ exlcmjjore, 
and itufuediateiy Lrenslated them into Persian poetry^ to the adtni- 

VOL. ili, 1 4 


178 


ration of out* orienial friends. They were addressed to the myrtle, 
a tree equally esteemed by Europeans and Asiatics. 

POSH LtKSS OK THE UYBTEB* 

" FsT^TDiiffi Ie«c of be&ui^ 
fiuffUDi* orer fiieen, 

Wiih thf ^jlkgE fEBm a j^woj 
** SdflEll to Itm maril 1 Im^. 

i 

Thflitii \tt Imm- mrm^ 

** 9iwt itoni dl l»it brcTi 

vcvdj CojTp pfafp 

** Abd fotuUj bro my Uh s^vriefj‘ 

The fruit, flowers, spices, and perftinies, ialroduced at these 
cutertain[Rents, exercised the talents of the Mogul and Persiau 
youth. We had several pleasant specimens of their genius during 
the evening in little odes, distichs, and other eflusions of poetry. 
The splendor of the moon, the fraginmee from the garden, the ele¬ 
gance of the dancers, and the beauty of tlictr sougs, afTorded flie 
subjects. I have preserved several which were written at the mo¬ 
ment, by a young Shahr^dah, w)to cominilbed them to paper as 
they were composed, in a most elegant style of penmanship; wluch, 
on fine Indian paper, flowered in silver and spoiled with gold, 
contrasted by the strong Persian letters, produces a beautiful effect 
Distichs and poetical effusions are sometimes written upon the 
learcs of plants and flowers; this was not practiged on the present 
occasion, lyilerbelot mentions it, bui leaves us at a loss to guess 
what kind ol‘ myrtle aflotded a leaf sufiicienlly larger iu liis curious 
anecdote of Kessai and AJ Mamon, the son of the femoua Khaliif 
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Haroua al Hasclieedf a conapicuous charact^ in tlia Arabian 
Nights^ EritertainnienU “ Kesaai one tlejr presented Itknseif at ilte 
door of the apartment of Al MamonT to read one of lih lectum; 
tlie prince, who was then at table with Ida companions, wrote him 
a ilbticli upon a leal'of nijrtle; the sense of which was, Tliere is a 
time for study, and a time for diversion: this b an hour I have 
destined for the enjoymeni of friends, wine, roses, and myrtle. 
Eessni living read Ltib distich, answered it u[)On Uie hack of the 
same myrtle leaf in four lines ; ttie meaning of them as follaii's: 
If you had undeistood the esceilencc of knowledge, yuii would 
liavc preferred the pleasure that giv^, to what you at poTsent en¬ 
joy in company; and if you knew who it b that is at your door, 
you would immediately rise, and come and prostrate yoursdf on 
the ground, p raisin g and thanking Cod for the favour be had be¬ 
stowed upon you, Al Mamon had no sooner heard these verses 
than he quilted lib company, and canie to his preceptor/' 

flow happily does Uiis anecdote illustrate that passage in the 
Wisdom of Solomon," where the folly of inconsiderate youth is 
Uius represented: ** Come on therefore, let us enjoy the good things 
that are present; let ns fill ourselves wjth cosdy and oiiu- 

ments; anil let no dower of ihc spring pass by us; let us crown 
ourselves with rose-buds before they be withered." 

Similar scnlimcnta prevuil in most oiiental writings, dincieut and 
modern: the Greek poets were equally fond of them. I shall not 
introduce the productions of this evening, composed from present 
objects, not so generally mlerestiug as the following lines, which I 
have selected froTM two celebrateil Persian poets, as a more com¬ 
plete specimen of the elegant recreation 1 allude to. 
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stakzas of a sonnet^ by $AI>|. 

StrikD, icrBce 4)c lyre I ^ raiuie (til 

llie bloiiti^^jll^ OiiiU iciiDer round: 

Fjogtancc aluill flmt od Bvay £>tev 

Asd opening Bov'rott penne ihe gromiii. 

1 lim pan ifjKilaiiig|d»isi%h(, 

Cofidcnnj’^ to moum i 

n. *■ 

Bm 4iic Hppon—^ftd nitow fliei,. 

Ami nokilckon bcrrTvtmD, 

m. V 

TLe follow'ing distJehs nne of a more serious aaiure, buL die 
mahomedans m gcoeraJ uiTeci pieij anti mofalitj, and the aMufion 
of the pearls Ibroicd fxvra tears, in Uic ]^t iiiie, is takeo from an 
idea common among the Asiatics, dial the pcarb found in certain 
sliclUfish arc produced &o]n drops ot ram-water whirh imbibe, 

" Wbo jnadc mnallw iht tital Mod ittijdL^uikLpovm > 

Wli» OQfifiimedi tbc KiitindiilliMi f 

file £»inStilts Immam bmJiKd Im ijmii ? 

VVbo bc^wed and liupir^d the } 

^Vho piunifd With livdy otAcim ibcciH»k uf tbi- 

Ajkd tif ihfl tio^-drap an gn almim l foy the fD^bod I 

M 

Wlw oowDcii Uw of iJre bomu irith ■ of cmwcllatlnii,. 

And tiog'd tti« bull bunRii ot iha ruibj wEdi a ttvld glow f 

Will) enbindlad U» firt of tbc moon as bhooissb! lamp; 

pafian'il^tbe fioww-g^ itiiJi the <h^ce ef bamiog ln»n»^ f 

■ 

Who ffmcl out the entb M ihe of the vwer, 

And fbem'd precunii, peerb from ihs icon of iheelimit f" 

Such were the entertainments we received frutn die nabob of 
Cambay and Ids vkier, in the true style of Persian elegance and 
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liOftpUalilj, As a furtlier illusiradon of aa oriental feast, Dr. 
Fryer has added some other particulars, curious aod entertawuag, 
*‘On ali^iting at the hosfsj ilie comjiany are introduced into the 
guest-chaiabcri all licsirewed with tio^venf aud street herbs, fx^sidcs 
licrfumed will) odoriferous gums, or llie aloc^s wood alone, or otl)er 
resiuous maltcrs made into candles, and in massy silrer fuming 
pots, very cosily and. delicate, leaving ibeir slippers where tliC}' 
begiM to tread on carpets* they lake their seats on susaoccs, a rich 
tapestry of needle-work that borders the cariJCts, bduud wiucli tire 
placed huge velvet holsiters. 'Hiey welcome you by a tlood of 
rose-water, poured on your bead and beard ; tlicn tbey bring itij in 
neat voiders, china plates of jiistachios, walnuts, almonds, grapes, 
pniuellas, dried apricots, and other sweetmeats, amidst whereoi' 
they pour out coffee, icu, and hot rose-water j and dimi the com¬ 
pany with mi Qiicfi, St age-players, and dancersj between wltose in¬ 
terludes is mixed die custom, as ancient aa Nebuchadnezzar, of 
certain wise men repealing verses in their praise, or resiling monu- 
uieute of auiiquilT,which continues till victuals are brought in, and 
liie cloth spread on llie carpets. ^Vater is first brought and covers 
to wash; the courses are ushered in with, music, and the servitors 
are placed so as to ftirnbli every one wlUi plates of the several 
varieties, which they place before each, and give ihem bug wheaten 
cakes, both for napkin, trencher, and brca<l; also plenty of boiled 
rice; their most admired dainty is pillaw, wherewith lliey will fill 
themselves and receive no hurt, it lieing so well prepared for die 
stomach. After they have eaten well, and the cloth is removod, 
they wash again. The usual drink is sherbet, made of water, juice 
of iemo)is, and ambergris; most of them will freely take off lireir 




l)owls of wine, whU^li are comoioiilj of silver, and some of gold* 

beu ihcy have lired themselves iviiJi fcasliiig, as they depart they 
rcluni (liaiiks, bj mviling every one in course lo aji entertaitinieut 
of the like nature, where lliey stri\'C to outdo each other," 

At the culerutiiiiuenl given us by the nabob, he was attended 
by die viaier and alt his gieat officers; and from u latticed ckam^ 
ber die ladles of iJie baram (invisible ui us) liml a %'lew of the Eu¬ 
ropean strangers. A part of Ids dointstic establisUnienC consists of 
professed story-lellcj^, called kissa kawn, u class of people well 
known to tlie ailmlrcrs of Peraian and Arabian talcs: they have 
always been entertained by the oriental princes. Pichiirdson, in 
his valuable dissertatiuns on eastern manners, says, ** professed 
story-tellers are there of ancient date; even at tins day men of rank 
have Ksuaily one or more, male or female, among their attendants, 
who amuse diem and their women, when melanchuly, vexed, or 
mdLvposedi and they art.‘ generally employed to Inti ihcm u> sleep. 
Many of their tales are Jiighly amuang, especially those of Persian 
origin, or such m have been written on their model. They were 
ihoiight so dangerous by Mohanitned. that he expressly prohibited 
ilieni in the Koran/'’ 

One of my friends, a former resident at Cambay, and a favour¬ 
ite of the nabob, being ill with a fever, which banisheil sleep and 
buffied the power of medicine, Ute nabob sent him two female 
story-tellers, of re^t^)ectab^e Mogul families, but neither young nor 
handsome. Placing themselves on each side of Ids pillow, one of 
them in a mcmoionona tone commenced a tale, which in dne time 
had a soporiferous effect: the patient enjoyed a slumber to wldch 
he had long Ijeen unaccustomed; ivheu lie ntvoke the story was 
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renewed cxacily where it had iel'i olT. Tlius llje^ venerable JauieM 
relieved each otlier d^y and night, until bj a chnnn more ehjca<- 
cious than the jaicc luf poppR-s, they wrought a cure. 

.At these Cambay suppers 1 observed wsatiy striking resein* 
blances to the manners and customs recorded by Iloraorand other 
ancient writers. The (easts oK the Grecian bard are often counter¬ 
parts of modem orientalism, and Uic cnterttiinment and presimts 
given by the governor of Egypt lo the strangers from Canaan, is.an 
exact picture of wtiat constantly occurs in an Asiatic tlurbar; quo' 
tations would be endless; but there are many passages in scripture 
wliicb might be illustrated by an attentive observer of modem 
manners, particularly in that beautiful and pathetic narrative of 
our blessed Redeemer, when a guest at the house of a rieb Phari- 

M' 

see. There the penitent Mary comes with an alabaster box of pre¬ 
cious 0)11 tinent, to anoint the feel of her Saviour, and to wijie them 

witli the hairs of her head. Tlie (iroud liost was a-slonisiied this 

» 

auetition being perniitied from a sinner; and although Ite did not 
express his sentiments iipcntlie occasion, he internally passed sen¬ 
tence upon the humble female, little imaguiiitg that his thoughts 
were well known to a guest, who, though vdlod in mortality, was 
the great Searcher of hii* heart, and knew- all its motions. In for¬ 
merly pcroslng this afiecting relation 1 have been surprised at the 
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admbsion of such a woman into the mansion of tlie Pharisee; but 
when 1 noticed the open lialls and gardens in which the orienlal 
feasts are given, the variety of strangers admitted, and the faniilia- 
ritiea which I have seen them take, and have myself experienced, I 
cease to wonder, and am coDvioced tliat by a minute aiteution to 
scenes daily transacting before us, not only the {iiescut seeming 


iiM^onsUtPHCVt but iiiiiiiy ol'I'ai'. hiuitl' i£ilporlam:i;:j which faii^’c esor- 
cisimI thu maligna lit wit ufVultaire his disciiiles, migia be 
pleaaiti^lj auU ttffecluaily duddatetl. tt Li nuUjnou^ liiftl iidicuJc 
IS the jyriiieipa) instnmicnt nsliicb ihc fretich |ibiIusopher tnaki>s 
use of to depreciate the gosjHd; ivlili bis success by iiieaiis ui'this 
eitj^iiie in hU writings, couversatiuu, anti e:£ampte, all Curo))e Is 
unliappily but loo neU acfjuamiicU. 1 liai) aii iulcttssliug vonver- 
salion on this subject with ilie late l^ishop Porteus afier my return 
Iruui captivity in PruucCt when that excellent prelate wished to be 
particularly inibriiieci wbelbcr true reJigioti, under whatever oul-^ 
ward profession, had sprung up from the prostmlc altars of ihc 
Gallican eburch to counteract tbe fata] eifects of Voltaire’s pbilo-<- 
sophy, concluJiDg in luuguage similar to that which he had more 
publicly deliveretl, VuUaire's writings hail uurjuestioaabiy' 

produced more iuftdels asiiong I lie higher classes, and sprearl more 
general corrupiioti over ihe world, than the voluminous productiuns 
of all Uic oiber pUilosophLsts of Europe put together.*' 

When the servants of Xaauian made use of tliat lienuufiil cx- 
clumatlou, ** ^ly fulberj if the prophet had. bid thee do some great 
thing, woiildesi thou nor have done it? how much railier ihen 
when he shilh unio ihec. Wash and he clean? If their master had 
then continued under the fatal influence of pride and anger, how 
wretched ivuuld hai®TJ been he* condition? how would he have con* 
linued to sufleruuder a sliockmg disease, which aD the physicians 
of L7umu!teus could not heal, nor the weal lit and power of h)& situ¬ 
ation alleviate. Sudi b the pride of miiiil To Voltaire's deluded 
followers, of what avail are those endearing words of trulli and 
love, " Conic unto me, all ye diai labour, and are I wavy laden, ami 
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1 will give jfou (fst?" The invitatiun is loti simple ror^sclt'coD5- 
dence; Diitil the spirit is humbled the heavenly tnaeua js rejectetl 
by moflem philostipbcrs, as was the prescription of ** Wash anil be 
clean," by the Syrian general f 

Tiie fatal tendency of inbdelily among the Kijro[>eans in ludia, 
especially the younger part of the conimmiity, has been mentioned. 
BercR of parents and friends, we had none to adcJress^us in tlie 
language of the protts Gellert, the amialjle professor of Leljjsic: 
” O! if the tcallmony of a friend, of a tutor, can Itaee any veight 
** with you; if mine, my dear young friends, can have any iiifiucnce 
“ over you, whenever any presumptuous reasoiicr would set you 
** against the doctriucs of tlie holy scriptures; or when the infidel, 
not knowing how to iranquilliiic lih own mind, tmderiakes to 
** extinguish in yours a lielief. the Imlincss of which confinintls him, 
** O Christian youth, let him never find one amongst you, who may 
“ dare to despise lUe most excellent of all books, and make tl a 
** subject of raillery! Let the scriptures lx* at all limes the object 
“ of your veneration; it constitutes your happiness on earth, and 
■“ secures it in licai'cn!'* 

How does the invaluable advice of this excellent professor out¬ 
weigh the sophistical reasoning of the royal jihilosopher of ^Saas 
Souci, in hts memordblc lines to Mmahal Keith. 

Do -Timiri diet Keidi, jmt k | 7 ^: 

"" CmoK aranl que jo luse il nWoIt pomt pcoKi 
** De mhsiDf uut quaihl ioutet iim fnutln 

I’jd' U «KTajnk3n pmxit 

im tDcme dniin tl plm ! 

** Noflf rkn il'est jilm ccrLiulv* HfW ea 

f B 
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1 shall aL preseat coocluclc tlic subject with the sentiments of 
the late earl of Charlcmoat: this ilitistrious nobletuaa preserved a 
lasting friendship vihh Hume, without the slightest deviatimi frutu 
those religious principles which he had the happiness earljr to 
imbibe. 

“ The celebrated David Hume, whose dtaraciev is so deserr- 
ediy high in the literary world, was secretary to the British plenh 
potentiary to hts SartUntan majesty, when I was at the academy at 
Turin in 1749* He Iiad then lately published those philosopliical 
essays winch liave done so much mUchier to maakind, by contri^ 
buiing to loosen tlie sacred bonds by which alone toan con be 
rcstmined from rushing to his own flestnicttou; and which are so 
inlinaalety necessary to our nature, that a propensity to be bound 
by them was ap]iurent}y instilled into the human mind by tlie all> 
wise Creator, as a balance against those passions, which, though 
perhaps necessary as incitements to activity, must, without such 
control, inevitably hare liurrlcd us to our ruin. The world, hoiv* 
ever, unconscious of its danger, greedily swaJbwcd the bait. The 
essays were received with applause, read with delight, and their 
admired author was already, by public opitiion, placed at the hetul 
of tiic dangerous school of sceptic philosophy/' 

From this digression 1 return to the oriental cntertainiuents, 
which, if properly nttended to, Illustrate many passages in the sa¬ 
cred volume, not generally understood in Eurojie. The profusion 
at these feasts is very great. In the patrtiirchal age, IJenjnniiu, as 
a. murk of supcrioi* favour and distinction, had five diitcs the quan¬ 
tity of food set before him that was allotLed to his brethren, and 
more changes of mimcul; so it is at this day, in the quality as well 
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m the qujinlity of Ibod and raimcuL disiribuled to Lhe as 1 

have often esjjerienceil, botli among Hindoos and 51ahomedans, 
especially in itie marked distincLloDf in number and fineness of 
texture, in the shawls, tiiusitn, and kecmcobs, preaciikid on pub¬ 
lic vbils at a durbar. This distinction points out the difTei'cnt 
degrees of honour and respect due to the visitors. Id Ote arlicte 
of dress it seems to have more meaning than in that of food; at 
least so far as respects quantity; altljough even tliere, we must 
not form too hasty a conclusion. In richness and ex|>enfie, the 
dishes placed before a great man may be far aujicrior, and more 
acceptable to hb palate ; but in quantity, from various causes, he 
would perhajH consume less tliau a poor one. If wc attend to Uic 
gencitd economy of an Asiatic entertainment, we shall find tliut 
all is well done ; no fragments remain ; nothing b lost. 

Our Saviour, illustrating a spiritual subject, says, a certain 
man made a great supper, and invited many suitable guests: on 
neglecting the invitation, the hoiit sent his scnunt to tell them Lhnt: 
hb oxen and fallings were kiUed, and every thing ready tor their 
entertainment. When, after a second call, they all sent an ex¬ 
cuse, the master of the house oulered his servants lo go out 
quickly into die streets and lanes of the city, and to bring in liie 
poor and the inaimcd, the hall and the blind; ami lo go into the 
high-ways and hedges, and compel Uicm to come in, that his 
house might l>e filled. This b certainly very unlike the manners 
attd customs of modern Enru|>e: when we examine ihose of Asia 
in ancient and modem times, we shall find it lUcrally fulfilled ; 
the hoapitaliiy of Uie present day exactly resembles dial of lite 
remotest antiquity. 
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r A police^ ibves I laie 

ApJt «ll tik^i vxakx% Ihc gn^L be c^rd tile s 
My gite, on cnibkm ^ my open wtd^ 

Ecubivc’d Ibe poor* and ^ bornileom dofar.^ 

—For, timgbt by my heart hu ksm'djd gjow 
F<>f rtlicfi and mdL 11 fHhm ! 

^ WliB kiia»^ the ion of soarow to relieve 
Cheezi ihe «ad bean> tw iMkd^ 

■ it never wm oar goiie 

To di^t iht poWj Of ffught homoac de^ibe; 

Pot jOTOtmibldi our hoipkiUe door, 

’Tla Jow thil fcndi the itnuigBr md the poor ^ 

Od ili tjifiir weary, wa^'i vail Cm end E^i 
And fine arid Pemirj. i me^rc ttiiD. 

Be ibcQ artfiEUire % wLat we wder hoed j 
Tlik§ Zupicss fliraai^ to the ci^ kad ; 

Bj puhik bomkty kt luiD there be 

And tdw Uie heud that f Imtcbcs fortli ibe bread. 

To wipe ihe rci» firotn oil adbcted 

llte wiU mij eoretj whel the power dettiei* 

Such was Jhe hospitaliiy of ancient Greece ; my own experi¬ 
ence, and that of many other travellers, confinnti the same customs 
among Uie modem Asiatics. Chardin writing on this subject saysy 
among the Turks and Persians, at itielr meals “ they do not in 
common make use of a table, or chairs; the doors of the houses 
are covered with uiats, pieces of felt, or carpets. Among those 
who are at ail opulent, there are, besides, embroidered or stitched 
coverings, four feet broad; and cushions placed against llie vraiL 
to lean upon. All tliese things are embroidered with gold, among 
people of quality. Wlicn tlic provisions arc sened up, Ihev 
spread a clulli^ wltose breadth and lenglli is proportioned to the 
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Iiallt when it is full of people^ and snialter wtica there a^e fewer 
]>ersons; at the sanie lime they serve up ibc provisions, teginning 
witli the bread. In Turkey aU cal together, and many ottt of ouc 
dish; and 1 apprehend the Turks do not consider it as forbidden 
and unlawful to eat with people of a different reli^on. It is 
otlierwise in Persia^ Arabia, and India; itte people of these couti* 
trie» would tiuiik themselves dehled, and made impure, by being 
touched by people of a different faith, or by eating out of the 
same dish: it is for this reason I am of opinion; that they are 
w’out to serve up every one's food by itself. A carver ^rarts each 
dish into as many portions, puVinto different plates, as there are 
people to eat; which are plactal before llicin. 'I’liere are some 
houses where Uiey place several plates in large salvers, either 
round, long, or square; and tliey set one of lliese before eacli 
person; or before two or three persons, according to ihe magni¬ 
ficence of the house. The great men of the state are always by 
themselves, atid are served with greater profusion; liicir part of 
each kind of provision being always double, treble, or a larger 
proportion of each kind of meat, in the feasts that are made for 
them." 

A passage in Dr. Pococke's Travels exactly illusiraics ihc con- 
dudjDg circumstance in our Saviour’s parable of the great ntaifs 
supper; whicli was doubtless very familiar trj the company assem¬ 
bled at llie house of the cliief Pharisee, whose guest he then was, 
and to whom he was making the application for a very different 
purpose. In Dr. Pococke's account of an cnterUiinment made 
by the governor ol* an £gyplian village for the cusUif, or chief of 
the district, with whom he LtuvcHed, be says, the cnsioio was for 
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every oey ^^hsn lie had done eating, to get up, tvash bis handi, 
!uid take ^ draught of water; and so in continual succession, until 
the poor cainc In, aiid ate up alt; for the Arabs never set by 
any thing Uiat b brought lo table; when they kill a sheep, they 
dress it all; call in their neighbours, and the poor, and finiah every 
tluEig. An Arab prince will often dine in the street before his 
iloor, and call to all that pass, even to beggars, in the usual ex> 
pression of Bimiilah; tiiat in the nanie of God : these poor 
people llicn sit down, partake of the diuEurr, and when they have 
done, retire with the usual form of retunung thanks. 

The familiarity to which I alluded in BQotlicr eiiteTtaiiuneni 
at a pharisee's house, when; Mary ums the boa of ollEnent, is not 
on)y common, but is far from being deemed either disrcspecifol or 
displeasiug. During niy visit at Cambay I usually wore a corne¬ 
lian ring contamtng my name cut in Persian diameters; which 
1 used as a seal to official papers at Dliuboy, Tins being ob- 
fien'ed by the sciddecs and nabob's attendants when we supped 
at his gardcn-bousc, they approached me with that sort of fjce- 
dom I have just mentioned, not only lo admire the ring, but to 
take it off my finger, and hand it round among each other, and fo 
the servants of the vizier and noblemen present, exclaiming Vacoob 
I'QrUs: this was drcolaxed, and fay that appellation 1 found my¬ 
self afterwards generally known anti greeted througliout the dty 
of Cambay. 

Exclusive of the religious pleasure pcsulling from a perusal of 
the sacred scriptures, there is a peculiar aatisfacUon in comparing 
these ancient records with modern nmnnera and customs in Hiii- 

dnslan. Unli)'my journey to'Cambay and Ahmedabad, f knew 
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bul ftuk of itie Itfglier classes in oriental society; frliose mode of 
life conslanlly reminded me of simitar representattons in tbo(SC an- 
dienlic annals. 

The Asiatic females, especially among the wealthy Moguls 
and Persians, are now exactly in the same situation as they were 
placed by a Persian monarch some thousand years ago; the story 
of Aliasuertuj and Vasbti is completely dcscripiive of modem 
ortcntalisni. fJere we behold an eastern monarch, m the aeiiitli 
of power, reigning over an hundred and twenty-seven provinces* 
extending from India to Ethiopia; ** making a feast unto alt Ids 
princes and servants; the power of Persia and hfedia, the nobles 
and piinccs of the provinces being before him; when he shewed 
the riches of his glorious kingdom, and the honour of his excel¬ 
lent majesty, many days, even an hundred ami tburscore days. 
Wlten these days were expired the king made a feast unto all 
the people lliai were present in Shushan the palace, both unto 
great and small, seven days in the court of the gardea of ilie 
king's palace; where were wldte, green, and blue hangings, 
fastened with cords of fine linen aud purple to silver rings, attd 
pillars of marble; ihe beds were of gold and silver, ufjoa a pave¬ 
ment of red, and blue, and white, and black marble."* This is 
exactly descriptive of a sliahtnyHuah, or large canopy, spread 
upon lofty pillars, in the gardens and courts of the Mogul palaces, 
and attached by similar cords of various colours. Some of these 
awnings, belonging to the Indian emiwrois, were very costly and 
distinguished by various names; the most so was tluit called the 
bnrgah, mentioned in the Ayccn-Akbcry, belonging to the empe¬ 
ror ikkber; which was of such magnitude, as to contain ten thou- 
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9dtid persons; nnd lliO erecting of ii employed one ihottsnnd fnen 
J«ir a weeti, willi ilie lielp of macliines; ouc of ( hese tihaliuiy* 
anahst williout any ortmmenu, cost ten thotisaud rupees. 

I cannot illusirale wliat the bcds'of silver and gold were, 
from modern .Asiatic funiTturc. 'ITie divaiif or hall of audience, 
as also the room for receiving guests iu private houses. Is genc-> 
rall^' covered with a Persian carpet; round wliicli aie placed 
cushions ol difFcrciit shape and siae* in cases of gold and silver 
kincob, or of scarlet doth embroidered: these are occasiojmUy 
moved imo the courts and gardens, and placed under the shah- 
tnyanah, for the accommodation of contpany. Respecting auo- 
tlicr kind of bed mentioned in scripture, 1 liiiok there can be 
hule doubt, that it means the palant^uin of Ilimlostan, or somc- 
ihitig very similar; in wliich the prince not only reclines, or 
sits III state in paying visits of ceremony, bnl the traveller also 
reposes during a journey, as if he were in hb own bed* 1 have 
been in a situation nearly nine months together in whieh I not 
only travelled in my palanquin during the day, but slept in it 
every night,willt the purdoe or ciiitnin dropped round it* cither 
in or out of a lent, under a sliamyanali, or a buniau-tree, as the 
weatlicr pcrmilted. 

Tlie words in Solomon's Song to which I allude, exactly de¬ 
scribe the procession of aa Indiuii prince in hb palanquin, sur¬ 
rounded by hisgunids; Who is llib Ihuicomcth out of the wil¬ 
derness, like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankin¬ 
cense, with all iMJwders of ihe mercluuu? Behold the ied, which h 
SoluruonV; three score valiant lucii are about it, of the valiant of 
Israel; tlmy all hold swords, being expert in war; every man 
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hadi hii sword upon Ids iLigli. King 8oloaioft mady hiniscir a 

^ iW 

cboriot of die wootl oriiebnnciii i iie made ihe pillantheneof tff sitver, 
the bottom thereof of gold, the covering of ji. of purple;, the tuhlifl 
thenjof being paved wiih tovc» for ^ rfaugijtersof JeniSiilem/' 
The ialtcr seems lo correa(»ouij more wiUi tiic huekuree, or 
Induiii chariot, drawn by tixmi, ituui the pdatiquht: the former 
having a canopy, or dome, coverurl with oloUi or velvel. richly 
einhroiilered and rringe<l, supported T>y pillara, OrtmmenlL'd with 
sflvef and gold. ol\eti inlaid vviLli snndid-wood and ivon^: so is 
ihe bottom of tlie veliictc. or fmnitsuork, raised above the ^¥heels, 
which IS Irtc said to be paved wiih love. 

Tlte sacred historian procemlt to observe, that ” the of 

Ahusuerus Lad their drink if( vessels of gold, mid royal iviuo jn 
nhundance, ucconliiig lo llie slate of tile king: ihe drinking was 
accoiding to law, none dM eumpeh for. so the king Lad ^appointed 
to nil tLc officers <d his house, that they should do acording to 
wvTj man’s pleasure. Also Vashti the queen made a feast for 
the women in llic royal lnju$e, wliidi Isolongt-d to king Aliosu- 
erus. On the ^veiith day, when the heart of like king was 
merry with wine, he commanded the seven cliambfirluius ihui 
served in his presence, to bring Voshli Uic <|ueen before the kit»g 
with the, crown royal, to shew the people uud the pnnccsi.LeT 
licumy, for she was fair to look upon, But the queen Vashti 
refused to come at the king's coummudnicnf by bis clnmiber- 
lains; therefut'e was Uie king very wroth, and hi; anger hurntul 
ill lum.” 

Here iwo circumstaueea, arc introduced rery foreign to the 
inariiiers of Lid in, uJ though one b pt^rhajis not iiucoDimon in 
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modem T*ersia; Oie drinking of wine in public, ami tkc sending 
for ibc quet-ii en swch an occasion: her ctinducL in refusing to 
die • L'Oniniand implies how indecorous and indelicate she 
considerrtl it. For this mark of disohedieiice, the king said uiilo 
the wise men which knew the limes, wbat shall we do iinlo the 
iptecn, according to law, becansc she hath not performed Ihc 
conimandniciit of the king b.v the ctmiiibi:*rl dm? Mcmucari, one 
of the seven princes of Persia, who saw the king^s face, and sat 
the first ill the kingdom, answcicd before the king and Uie princes, 
V;ushli the queen hath not done wrong lo the king only, but also 
to all the piinces, and to all the pcopje that are in all llie pro¬ 
vinces of the king Ahasucrus: for this, deed of the queen shall 
come abroad unto all women: so shall the ladies of Persia and 
Media despise tlicir linstaaiub in llieir eyes, when it shall be 
reported the king Ahasuerus commanded his queen to Ijc brought 
l)eforc him, but she came non thus shall there arise too uiiicli 
contempt and wrath. If it please the king, let there go forth 
a royal decree, and let it be wrilien among the laws of the Per¬ 
sians ami Medes, ihat it be not altered, that Vaslili come no 
morv before king Ahasuerus, and let the king give her royal estiUe 
unto another that is belter than she. Ami when the king’s decree 
shall be published throughout all his great empire, all the mves 
shall give to their husbands honour, both togrrat and suiatl. And 
the saying pleased the king and llie princes: and llic king did 
according to the word of Memucan: for he sent letters iiitp nil 
the king's provinces, lo every people after their language, that 
every man should bear rule m lib own house; and ihai .it should 
be pnbibhed according to the language of every people." 
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Such is die condition of the Asiatic women In general at this 
daj: Uieir influence in society, ilieir occupations and amuse¬ 
ments 1 hare already described. ^Vlien a [Jindoo, a hlo^ul,ora 
Parsee, manies, he knows exactly tiow the girt has been educated, 
what are the habits and customs of women in luer siiuadun of 
life, and can generally calculate with tolerable accuracy upon lier 
future conduct. How opposite is this to JifannonteJ's character 
of a young Parisian ; which, allhoTtgh pcrha|>s too just a dcsci ip- 
rion, we readily allow is nut witliuut many niiiiablc exceptions. 
“ A Paris, cominc la p»V‘tenlion de fornier & son te chunic- 
** t&te d*U(ie Jeune femme est la chiinere de tons !es miiris, i'alten- 
** lion de toutes h s inures cst d'^^lcver teurs filles dans un ^tat de 
reserve Cl de dtssitnuiatiou qui ne fais^ rieii voir de d6ci(h‘ en 
** dies. Une fille 4 marier est duns le nionde une es|)^e de chry- 
“ saltdc jusqu'aii niomcnl qn'en d4pIoymil ses ailes, elle &e change 
en papilton." 

The sequel of the history of Ahasuems affords a most re¬ 
markable iusiauce of the venality, corruption, and cruelty, of an 
oriental tyraiiL This sovciicign of Media and Persia, encircled by 
wealth, splendor, and power, accepts of ten tlitnisaiul talents of 
silver, (oftered by a nohJeiiiari whofsc pride was offended at lire 
neglect of a foreigner), to issue a decree, by which some hundred 
thousand iinforiunalc captives dispersed diroughmit his extensive 
empire were commanded to be put to death. Tliis picture f>f 
eastern cruelty and injustice, can be related in no language so 
simple and pathetic as tliat of the sacred historian. 

After the repudiation of Vashti, and liic m a mage of Aliasu- 
crus with list her tlie niece of Mordccai the .few, the kiiitj pro* 
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' iiioU'd llainniit and set litm above all tlit pniii!e& lltnl were with 
him; mul all the kings servants that were in ihe king's gate> 
Ixjii ed. and revenpiicw! Haman, for Lbc king had s<> commaiuled 
concerning liim: but Miiidecai Ixwed nut^ nor did hiin reve^ 
rence; and whai Hanian saw ihal Manlccai bowed nnt, uurdid 
him rcvciicncL', I hen wiis flitmuii full of wmlh. And ai\cr he had been 
feasted at ihc Toyal bantjuet given hy Eatliof ihr queen, lie caiiH- 
home, and sent and adkd ltl» friii^ids, and Zereah bt» wife. And 
ilaman told them of the glory of liis riches, and the multitude of 
his children, and all lite things whereiu Uie king had promoted 
him, and how he had advanced him alKive the princes and ser¬ 
vants of the king, Haruiiii said moreover, yea, Esdier ibe queen 
did let no nniii conic in with the ktn ^ unto die bimf|uct Unit she 
had prepared, but myself: yet all tins availcth me nothmsr, so 
long as I sec ^fordecai the Jew fitlms M the king's gale, VV'hcrc- 
foic llanmu sought lo destroy all the Jews that were Ihrotighout 
the whole kingdutii of Ahasuerus, even the pioplc .of ^foni^ccai, 
And Miiman said imto Aluisiicnis, then? is a certnhi people scau 
tered abroad, and dispeiNcd among ihe people iii all the province 
of thy kingdom, and llieir laws are diverse from all people, 
neitlier kt'ep they the king’s laws, therefore it is not tor the king’s 
profit to snflcr them i if it please the king, let it he written, tlml 
they may be destroyed; and 1 will pay ten thousand talents of silver 
to the hands of tlnwe who have the charge of die business, to 
bring it into the king's treasury. And the king look Jus ring from 
hiS band, and gave k to Mtuiian; and Jeiters were geitt into all 
die lung’s provinces, to destroy, to kid, and to cauae to perish oil 
Jews, both young and old, Ikde children and women, in one dav. 
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and to lake ibc spoil of ibem for a. prey. 'Hie copy of tlie writiiig 
was pubUshcd in every province, linto all people, Lhai diey icigbi 
be ready against foal day; ilie jxtsb trenl oat, l^emg liasieiictl 
by the king's coiiiiiiandijienl; and foe decree was given in Slin- 
foan tJic palace, in the name of Ahasuems was it wrlitea, and 
sealed witii die king's ring: and the king and Uatnnn sal down 
to drink, bat tbe city of Shu&hau was |>erplexed. And in every 
province, wbifoersoever the kliig's commandment and his decree 
came, there was great inouniing among Uic Jews, aud fasting, 
and weeping, and ivailtng: and many lay in sackclofo and aslies." 

'riic prolongation of Lins story is forei^ to my purpose, Un¬ 
der the controlling power of Providence, I lama n passed the 
favonrablc decTCc on Mordecal, wideli In: tinmglit could be only 
intended for liimficlf, as the tiian \vhom the king deliglUed to 
honour ; **Icl foe royal apparel bo brought which foe king luetU 
10 wear, and tire 1101*50 dial the king ridclh upon; and foe crown 
royal ndiich is act npru his hcadr and lot ibis apparel and horiw* 
be delivered to the hanil ol one ol the king's most nolde piincea, 
th at foey may array Uie uiuu ivitljut wJioui ihe'kin^dcllghtefo to 
honour, and bring liiiii on borsH-back lliruugh foe street of foe 
city» and pmehiun befoie lum, Tbufk slttdl it he done unto Llie mati 
wiiOLu foe king deligbletb to honour. *rhch the king said lo lla- 
nianT iiuiko baste, and take the uppand, aiid the hdi'se, us thou 
hast foid, and do even m to Mordecai live Jew, that sUteth at 
foe kings gate. 1^*1 noihing foil of oil that ihou lni.sl sfioken. 
When Kstlicf the- c|ueeft informed Ahasucrus ot riaman's wicked¬ 
ness, while he was siding at the ficcood royal banquet., the king 
arose tn wmtli, and went uito the pnlace-gnrdeii; and Hamart 
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siooU up to make request roc hts Urc, lo Esther the queeo, for 
lie saw itiai there was e<fU tlettnuiucil n^iiist him by tJhc king. 
Then ilie king returned out of Uic fralucc-garden, into the place 
of the banqaet of wine; and tie man was fallen upon the bed 
whereon h^iiier was; then said the king, will he force the f|ueen 
also before me in the house t As the word went out of the king's 
mouth, they covered Haman's face. And flarbonnh. one of the 
chaml^rrlaiiis, said before the king, behold also llic grillows hfljr 
cubits litgii, which Hamaii had made for Mordccai; then the 
king said, liang him liicreoti: so thc^ hanged Hainan on the gallows 
that he hud prepared for Aiordccat: then was the king's wnil'h 
pacified." 

What a scent of tyranny, caprice, and iiijusttcc does tins story 
prescftl! it is too true a picture of what still passes iii an Asiatic 
palace. Here also we see an exact dt»iicripiioii of the mode of 
coiifcrriug honour uii llie favourite of a soreneign; a princelv 
dress, u horse, and a ring; these arc now the usual presents to 
foreign amhassailors; such as I have seen exchanged between the 
Mahratta peshwii, uud the nabob of Cambay: and [weseiitcd to 
an EngUsli chief, or the commaniler of a British armv. The 
taking off the signet fixim the royal finger, and affixing it to llie 
decree r dispatching the halcarras, or posts, lo the provinces, anti 
several other preceding circumstances, arc still coostanUy practised 
in an oriental durbar^ 

These frequent quotations from scripture, to illuslrate the 
manners and customs of Jlindosian, will I trust be excused. Gib¬ 
bon tiMS lustorian, although no friend to ChrisUanity^ has candidly 
acknowledged, that “ if the sacred writings be considered hut an 
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hutnau prodlucuotisi lUej deserve* lo be studied, as one ol‘ must 
curious and origiiial iiiununtctits of the East." And Granville 
Penn, a writer of a very difietent spirit from Gibbon, aajs, “ tbai 
it is impossible for ibe utmost power of Imnjaii industry and 
circumspedioii to gatlief in llie liarvest oi sacred orltictsm so 
completely, lemain he* 

bind for tlie gleaner who cornea ailefi and it is w'illi iIk^sg, iind 
no loftier pitjtefisions, tlinl such are now ofiert'd to Uie reader " 

I Imd formerly the pleasure of being acquainted with a mims- 
ler, well known in die Ulemry world, now removed from works to 
rewaida; a man of leamUig, talents, and eloquence; iu conver¬ 
sation elegaiit, inslrMctlve, and delighUuU Sonic ortns.friends 
Ihoiiglii his pulpit eloquence by no means corresponded w ith his 
private conversation, and were a little iuinoyed by the plainness 
and familkrily of liis languugc. One of them re mo ti si rating with 
him on tills subject, the worthy initiister, miwilling lo pursue the 
argument, pulled the bell, aod desired Ills sen'nnt to take down 
one. ftx>m a numlier of boxes, ranged in order, ujwu the upper 
shelf in die library i he did so iiidiseriininaiely. Like all ihe 
others, it coniaiued the correspondeoa: of a year: the minister 
requested the gemlenisiii lo peruse a few oi‘ the lelieni, while lie 
finished; some business in which he was engaged: after reading 
half a dosteii. he exclaimed. “ jierecvcrc, my valuable friend, in 
your present methiHl of preaching; change not: and may your 
GaasT M asteu cotitimie, as he bus hUUertodone, to bless your 
endcavouni.'’ I need hardly say, these were Idler* from imrsoos 
under coirtriiion, « sorrow, need, tuckritiss, or some other adver- 


lt> irho«i his discaiirscs. uudcr the Divine benedicUoOt h»d 
brought peace, comfort, nnd Joy! 

1 have been rerjijcsted ity valuable fnends not to suj^;iress 
those ipiolaticms of sa ipiurc, firei written m foreign lauds and 
tlistaul shores: and wlirdi ttut^y are pleased to Ihiuk may iio^v be 
:i w'ord ill season : 

Simnl Cl jHcundo ct idcluea diicne i-Uk. Haiue^ 

And jfltn bbtli ijmtii end Tn dm » 

1 slmli take leave of Camliaj, and ihe various entertainments 
J met M'iih on my journey to Ahmcdabad, \vilh an extract tnrni 
a Persian story, by Fcridd'etldin Altar, iiiH'ried in tim oricnuit 
eolleciions, describing a inaguifietmt banquet, wiiich must cer- 
laiiily include every thing ibai can enter ii,t> warmest imagi. 
nation. 

«Tbe painteil fcpresemalion of Persian feasts, wLicli are to 
lie Found in some, of tbdr mannscripts, agrees witli this {loeiicaf 
descriplioti. Jljc princt:, sealed on a raised sofa or cushion, ra- 
edves cither from die tiand ofliis princess, or of tiie young cup* 
Iicarer, n goldel of trine: llic guests in uim arc serveil round, ilie 
musicians art sealed in a corner, and dancing women are repre¬ 
sented ill various aiumdcs. These tVasb are sometimes I:elebraleii 
during die boms of nocturnal coolness, on the tlowcTy liaiik of a 
refreshing stream; when* a lliousand nightingales in the lw>nler- 
ing rose-trees, joio dicir voices to the melody of the cheiik and 
barbuu Peifumes are iacalicred all around; and lovely tiymphs, 
with faces bright as the moon, uud ringlete black and fragrant 
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as njusk, appear on Aii^ concludes lUc description 

of tliis princcl>’ banquet with il>e fuibwin^ appeal to hti reader. 
** AU that can chann the car, the pleasures of wine^j tlje season of 
joutb, fuH-b)o\m roses, and the ininairela* songs,—wine and a 
purling sirearii,—soft moou-beaurrs—llto.roclod^ ,of Uie nightingale, 
and tlie clear light of torciifs, the laces of nymphs lovely* as liou* 
.ries, and llic iragrant breath of early mprii,Tpwhen all these are 
combined, wh^ more cansl ihoii ^eSEre?" 

I inenUoned tJiCi.taslc of the Moguls and Pensions at Cambay 
for poetry..and the belles-lettres during an cvE^iung euteriainmeat. 
The day following I was tniroduced to a btidnnin* with whom 1 
was agreeubiy smpriW. veiy much , delighted. lie w^ inti¬ 
mate with Sir Charles J^Ialet, and Jmd prolSted by his acquaint* 
ance: he understood English, and having access to his friend's 
libraiy^ he read our books with great facility, ajid purticubrly 
studied a vojiiiniuou^ dictionary of arts and sciences, from Evhence 
ho had acquired a fund of useful knowledge and u Itbcmlity of 
sentinienl uncommon in his caste. He was fond of drawing, and 
had acquired a skill and Judgment in that amusement beyond any 
native 1 ever met with; he presented me, on a further acquaint¬ 
ance,, witlk fitly portraits of persons well known at Ciunbay and the 
adjaceni conn tty* high .and low, of different tril)es and religions, in 
their various coistume and distincL duiracicr of countenance, toge> 
ther with dniwings lakcu front ilte life of the most celebrated- 
yogets, sennssees, and other religious pilgrims, who frequcoicd tlie 
Hindoo leiriples at Cambay. 

J never met with a smiilar instance among the natives of India, 
nor with any one apprp;mlung iu lifr. Hunter, in a journey from 
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Agra to Oiijein, relates a iileasing interview of this kind wiUi ihe 
soubabdar of BarKvi^Sagar.—On our arrival we were agreeflbir 
surprised to receive from the soubahdar a present of cabbages, 
lettuce, celety, and other productions of an European gtirtleo. In 
the evening die soubaheSar paid ns a visit t he appeared to be about 
sixty yeare of age, iratlter below the middle stature; his counte¬ 
nance bespoke inteliigence and tiis manners were pleasing. Hav¬ 
ing had occasion, on account of some bodily infirmity, to repair to 
die Engibb station at Knnlipoor for medical assistance, he had 
contractcil a relbb lot' Europenn manners and customs. He had 
discernment enough to perceive our supcrioTity in arts and science 
over bb countrymen, and possessing a spirit of liberal inquiry and 
an exemption frem national prejudices, which is very uncommon 
among the natives of Hindostan, be was desireus of gaining a 
knowledge of our improvements. Next morning when wo returned 
his visit, be received us in an upper room of the caslie, wliich, 
instead of the Wndwitatmif was furnished with chairs and 

tables in the European manner. He shewed us several Engibb 
hooks, among which was the second edition of the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. Of this be bad got all the plates neatly copied by 
artists of his omi. To gel at ilie stores of science which these 
volumes contain, he had even at that advanced period of life 
formed the project of studying the English language. He ex- 
" pressed great anxiety to procure a teacher, or any book tbul could 
facilitate his pursuit, and was higldy gratified by Lieutenant Mac- 
pherson presenting him a copy of Gilchrist's dictionary. He en¬ 
tertained us with several tunes on a hand-organ which lie had got 
at Kanhpoor, and exhibiteti an electrical nmehtne constructed by 
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a mail iii bis own service. TLc cylinder was a common tablc- 
sliadi', iviUi Uiis be eharged a pltia], and preUy smart shocks, 
lo tbc uo small astonishment of tiiose who were die subjects of hb 
experiments, and of ibc spectators. As the weather was vcr 3 ' dry, 
the opemtion succeeded remarkably well. lie e^■e» proposed sen¬ 
sible queries on tbe nature Qt‘ the electric fluid, and llie parts of 
tbe pUiul in wbidi the accumulation look place; «s. whetlier in 
the glass ortho coating, &c. wbicb shewed that lie diil not look on 
the experimetits wiih an eye of met'C childish curiosity, which is 
amused with novelty, but hud a desire to invesirgute tlic cause of 
the phenomena. 1 am sorry to add that this man, being about 
two j'ears ago setifcd with sonie coaiphunt which lie considered as 
incurable, repaired u> Benares, and there drowned bintself in the 
Ganges.'* 

On leaving Cambay wc crossed tlic Myhi, and returned to 
Jamboseer by a difTerent route, but not sufficiently interesting to 
discriminate. X renjained a few days ivith Mr. Calfander, con¬ 
versing with the Hindoos and principal people in Jamboseer, 
whose manners and customs varied but little from those in the 
Dhuboy distiicts. From thence 1 performed a solitary jotimey 
to Ahmood, Baioche, and my own purgunnas; during which, de¬ 
prived of my interesting companion, 1 had leisure to redcct on all 
we bad lately seen, and to form nn estimate of the happiness en¬ 
joyed by the iuliabitunts of Guzerat under the native princes, com¬ 
pared with ihc blessings of security and protection exieuded lo 
those in the Hnglish districts, or rather in the empire of Brilisli 
India; no longer under the government of only a commercial 
company, but subjects of a sovereign who sways Ins sceptre over 
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Ibose aisliint realms, wliciie at least siJtij millions of civilized, 
induslribus, and peaceable people, look up to Bril lilt energy and 
public virme for a proserv’ation of tranquillity and happiness. 
Mucli lius bet'h dune both at home and abroad to effect ttjls glori¬ 
ous purpose 1' much yet fiimiiiiiiS for iniprol''eiueiit in ihs Civil anti 
religions establishment of ihnl vast empire. The causes and ef¬ 
fects of lie Jaie unfortunate mbunderetanding at Madnis wlli no 
doubt place the military in India, whether bearing llic king^s or 
compaiiy^s comuibsion, on a proper fbotrog, and it is lo Ihj liopwl 
vrill effectually prevent the repetition of conduct fraught with In- 
calculabte mischief. Peculiarly situated as wc are io that distant 
couotry. It behoves every subject of BriUiin cordially to unite ifi 
the support of our happy cunsiltution, as far as local circuinstahctti 
adnut of If the fabie of die fatlicr and his childi-en makes a due 
Impression, and the bundle remains iiidiSMluiblc, ive must, by our 
national diaracicr for justice, clemency, and generosity, gradually 
secure the grutltnde atui affecllon of the natives. Great will be 
the ascendancy of British administmiion, patriotic virtue, arts, arid 
science, over Aslalic despotism, venality, and comipijon i where 
the prophetical language may he tUcraUy applied, that “ Uiey 
himl every man his hroUicir with n nets that they may do evil 
wiih both hands euriieslty, the prince acccpleth and the judge asketh 
a reward ; the great man uLtcreth his mischievous desire, and so they 
wrap it up i for live best of them is as a brier, the most upright is 
sharper than a thorU hedge. Tljcy have gathered the summer 
fi-uiis, and ihe gleanings of the vintage, and have left no ilu&ter tb 
cair 

Allowing the virtues recorded of the ancient Hindoo rajahs to 
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hare exbted b iheirgotden age^ iLat age b long past; like atlier 
eras of the sante tlcscripllun it CJtbts only in jK>e(bal llciioiis and 
fabulous legends: or* if there is tmlh in those ancient Ifiadoo 
annuls, tlic eruelties of mahumedan invaders liave olditeruted it 
in seas of btoml, lowing in a greater or h'ss degree tiirongfi many 
centunes. Since the dcjitU of Aurnngzebc and Uie dismember^ 
raent of the Mogul empire, the peaceful Hindoos have been little 
benefited by the usurpations of Hydcf Ally, or any of the |ieiiy 
despots euileid nabobs; nor arc they rendered happier by the con¬ 
quests of the Maiirattoft, u’ho, at hast, equal the niahoiiiedans ju 
rapacity and cruelty. Under ali, die system of O|ipre$sioii has 
been invariably adopted. Let BrilUh India boast of a mild, free, 
uniform, aind stal>le government; let its delegated ruteis atiewr by 
their teligitnis, moral, and fiolilical conduct, that they are tliem- 
selvcs actuated by Ute religion, muraUty, and policy which they 
wish to cnlbrce-^ reiigiou of love and mercy, of inward purity 
and lieatlfell delight; a religion, which having little to do with 
types and sluuJows, dwells in the heart, and iiiBucsccs the con¬ 
duct. With such examples and such an influence, under the bless- 
jug of Hi SI by whoin kings reign and pri nces decree justice, pos¬ 
terity will bcliold a wonderful change. Tiiey will see that the 
Hindoos are not so rivetted, to the prejudices of caste anti sujier- 
stitious cereinotties as to refuse the proffered blta*ings of liberty, 
proicclion, and peace. Let a wise atlminjstrnlion remove igno- 
Fouce and vice, and ImlividuiU example exhibit llie fjerfccUcii of 
British virtue and ChriaUau piety, and they will **sec the wUilcrnesK 
and the solitary place be glad, and the desert rejoice tUKl blossom 
as the rose: the glotr Lebanon sfiall be given unto llu^; the 
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exceJJcocy of CurmeJ and Sharon: they shall see the gkirj of tlte 
X^AD, nnd ihe excelleflcy «f our God ! They sbi)l obtaui joy 
and gladness, untl sorron* and sighing blwll 6jce away !- 

i^ilhoEigh ihe description of Persian and Mogul cnterlalnroenta 
al Cambay may convey some idea of njodeni oheniat sptmior m 
waicj*-temples, waving chowncs, scented punkas, perfumed slicr- 
beis, and slontar accout^iunirnenls, they ^ere in my estiii}atTOti 
generally counterlHLlonced by^as niajiy inconveniences. Al ihe 
moment of enjoyment 1 should Itave preferred u ditnate not in 
need of those extraneous luxuries; a country vrhere hired sing- 
ing'inen, snging-wonjeu, and danctug'^irls, arc not deemed 
ccssiiry to domcslu; amusement; where the young and happy of 
both, sexes enjoy themselves, and corntminieate to others, tl»c de¬ 
light inspired hy harmony, dance, and song, under tlie auspices of 
parental hosts, who encourage Ijie inuoceul cheerfulness appropri¬ 
ate to the season of yonlli, and preshleom their festivities with 
that laste and dignity which clcgntit and cullivafed nnnds so pro- 
eminenlly display, 'Ilie revolving season of Chrisuna*, anniversary 
birth-days, ami other family convivialities, alTord an ampler scojte 
for hospitalily and bencliccncc—^when fiiends, tenants, and depeii' 
dants of various descriptions partake of their bounty and munifi¬ 
cence. Such was no uncommon cliaracier among the* KugUsh 
noliilily iiml gentry some years ago, and U still to be met with tu 
many con airy tnansiuns Ujfonghimt this favuttred island. 

If the traveller itt various couii tries niikos a comparative slate- 
ment uf hnmnn happiness, Ike wilt fiml, with few exceptions, that 
the Great Autlior uf Nature has liisitribuled it more equally than 
jjc first imagined, lie writes of men and manners as le finds them 
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in their toiious gradatinnSf from imperial Akbef, dispensing hap¬ 
piness to rail I ions, to tlie wandering fiikccr with his sialT and lark; 
fiom the splendid rajah and proud bralimtiir to Ute wretched Poo^ 
leah and outcast Chandalahf Altliotigh he cherishes a hope that 
ere long^ trader Brilrsli jurlsdictioUt the condjlion of the latter 
will be raeltoraled, he "‘also enjerys aotne degree of pleasure in ob-^ 
serving, that man, in a state of ignorance, is generally reconciled 
to his situation, and that consequentlj there is less indiridnal hap¬ 
piness or misery than is at first appareoL In this position 1 am 
as far from defending the tyranny of despots, the oppression of 
wmindara, and the degrading distinctions uf caste, as 1 slioutd be 
in supporting the horrors of the Inquisition, or the miseries of the 
Bastille: but in contcmplEiting the civilized part of the globe, whe¬ 
ther in Europe or Asia, we shall find iltc concluding lines of Gold- 
smith^s Traveller to contain a. true portrait; whether drawn by llie 
pen of Johnson (to whom they are attributed,) or flowing from the 
same source as many other striking passages in that beautiful 
poem, is of little consequence; the truth is evident to all who in¬ 
vestigate human nature, and examine wiUi an unpr^udiced mind 
the allotment of Providence to lib fadoual creatures. 

" Vti«. initoi iny wemy ^ar ch^ to iad 
Th*t bBia, whkh tvsfy omim lo ibe mlad z 
*■ Wliy bflK I &om pTeum^ and japoK, 

** Ta wek 1 fwd each pjycnmxni be^awtl 
** till though tsrran nugn^ 

** Tho^^ tytant klop or lynoi tiwi rmnio, 

** How nrfpiiff of flli thii liDinA texrtfl eadirrie^ 

** 'ThAt part which liwt ^ kinp can cum or cmti T 


tocniiiolvcs la umj fhtXL 
Midst- ucfifidi 

** ynxhwm t6im wtildi ttfl bitiA nifHTttft aitwrt -, 

GGji^i tb^ csntesti; sifdoiDAiu^ Jajt: 

k« Ufi^ ilie dgofiutlof vtiwl,, 

** ^ J^lea'* bd ^ 

T<} tsAfi nanfitB ftcMn power but bsmiT kjuDiim, 

I -If - • • - ^ =-fl 

** li^rv TBWfi^ tfnd comciemtr, lA wr owd." 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 


fiXPKDlTlOi; AOAtSfST THR OBAClAS: 
CAPTt'AB OF MA5fI>WA, AMO BfiSTOBATIOM OF FFACK I 
WITH AM ACCOUNT Op TIIK UllA^TTS, 

AMD SIU1LAB CUAMACTERS 
IM OUFERAT. 

1782. 


'rMoomtHSEiiviir, smidM tlu tplcods of it)7alt7f «iuglit tfiet liie viadmii mt4 

lent i plillutofitier in iliiguii;, tii' make naesicJu!* inio tbe stotts knowlec^ in HimtMtati. 
Muikind ane ofnn w tul^ corponal ictnn, llial rh^ wilt not aUmrinip thing In exM 

which lJ}^ diHiiwtm hw wti fetti ariijafn » g^tmtncfl pi^ndloii, thactb^ wil) pot hn- 
lirtfe thing hne^ that tM nth their own jndgniau ■ imhikucc inchioe* them i<> fintsfo 
the palii* aQqvired in aeaichiitff ImnwtmlgG, and the/ iiH uho a hahti cf imitBiion^ wiihM;( 
■fkiiig nrfay gr wherefoie: hence a rarJetj' of eril* aie derrmti and (ruth het htiHed mder a Tmf 
ci error. Tbitnk* be unto God, who hath no equal, I tuitbet coudemu (he i|i p<ftraitr ^ twr ^ J 
ayme to pniise ifaoie who h»w better.'* A tun Auttf. 
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. CHAPTER XXXII. 


Tue emigrations from tlic Brodera purgunna, occasioned by 
Futly Siiings oppressive government, added so mucb lo the pros¬ 
perity of die Dim boy districts, that at the commencement 
of die fair season, after die most seasonable rains in 17B2, 
I found tbeir populaiion, and consequendy the cultivation 
and revenue much increased. They would have been aiill 
more flourishing, had not the cruel depredations of the Blicels 
and Gracias prevented the distant villages from sharing the imn- 
qiiillity enjoyt-d by those situated nearer the pioteclion of the 
capital. I have occasionnlly menlioued both ilicsc baudiltit the 
Jbmier were wild monnlaiiieers* under no regular govcrnmenli 
and almost in a savage stale; liie lalter, in considerable numbers, 
were arranged according to their religion and caste, under a variety 
of pellv sovereigns, Hindoos and Mahoinedans, who were dig* 
nified by the lilies of mj»h, ranah, and other royal appellatiniis; 
and had their viziers, officers of state, and usual appointments in 
an oriental durbar, blended with a meanness and rapacity, difficult 
10 conceive. In iMs instance 1 allude lo the rajalis and raiialis of 
Mamlwa, Valeria, and Vclorta, contiguous to iheBlmboy pur- 
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gimoas. There fl'creGracia chieftains at Ahmooti and oilier [jlacc* 
in Guacrat of a more respeclablo characier. 

These Graebs &tjle ihcmselves ihe aborigines of ibc counlrj: 
alleging that many ages ago the luicestors of the niodetii Ilintloos 
posscsswl ihenmivcs of Hick t>ropcriy, ami drove them lo lbe 
eastern hills; under this plea, they rush down, armed, in large 
bodies of horse and fiX>t, upon die defenceless villages, and make 
heavy demands upon the inhabitants; which, if not complied 
with, subjects ihem lo the most atrocious cruelty and depreda' 
The maranders icaiie a wriUen menace, or deliver a tbreai 
to the palcli of ihe village, nnd probably on llie JblloH'ing night 
come down wKb considerable force to bum ihe houses, drive off 
the cattle, and destroy l)ic harvest. 'They sonbclimes murder men 
women, and ebadnen, witlioul tlic least provocaiian. I>f, Francis 
Buchanan* describing llie biinditti in Cnnars, justly observes, dial 
pcsiilencc, or beasts of prey, are gentle in comparison with rjindoo 
robbers; who, in order io discover concealed property, put to the 
torture all lliose who fall intn thdr laimls. 

Duriug llic Hindoo and Mogul govemmenta at Dbuboy, de- 
taeiimenU of armed cavalry patrolled the country, and pmtcctcd 
the inhabiianis; if die cruel Dbeels and mcreilcfti Gracias did not 
redre on their approach, they cut them down, or destroyed ihcm 
BS so mnny wild beasts. On my appointment to Dhubtiy, wiJh'wg 
to give llie Gracias a better opinion of British adminiKUadon, and 
to impress their minds with a sense of otir justice and niiHleration, 
1 wrote letters to the differenl chieftains, desiring ilicni to send 
proper persons to state tlieir claims, in the cuicheree (or revemio- 


court) ai Dhubojr; assuring them, that at tlic time of settling the 
ju[tiiba''liiiiit]eet or lutrvcst ftgrectnents, and uppropriariag ibe 
rerenuc to the respectire elutmants, ilidr rcasormbic demands 
sliould l>c saiisFicd: provided they ncmaincd ivitlib their own dis¬ 
tricts, and did not molest the Company's suhjects. 1 ihreateiied 
them at the same time with the puniahmcJil due to such atrocity^ 
if they continued titeir depredulioiis. 

The Gradas, from the fust, made light of tliese proceedingg, 
and aftenvarda treated llicni with contempt. My small detach¬ 
ment of cavalry, patrolling the dislricifl, could effect but little 
against much larger bodies of Giaclas well accoutred. The ver* 
luunces, or armed-men, kept for tire defence of each village, wett 
generally driven within their mud walls. They sometimes sent 
me lire head of a Ebcel, as already meutiouef), but met with no 
encouragement fur so doing, Yerir after year of rom on si ranees, 
and mistaken clemency on ray part, only added insolence to their 
cruelty and treachery. Anonymous IcUcrs, filled with ahualve 
menaces to tlie iuhahitanta of Dbuboy, and threatening destruc¬ 
tion to the villages, were ticti up by night to the oulwitrd gates of 
the city. When apprclrensivc of any effective measures being 
liiken against ihetn, lire Gracia chteftalns thought proper to dis¬ 
avow any knowledge of these papers, wliich were somclimes ad- 
4iresM.-d to myself; but uiways without a siguatun?. These leiiets 
wen? son retimes more openly delivered, accompanied by the most 
wanton cruel lies. 

lire Giiiii of Diamonds, or eastern portal at Olmhoy, has been 
purlicidarty dcscrilred; as ulso the custom of the iiihubitants, to 
repair thitlicr to enjoy the fresh air, and ^'ertlniU shades withoui 
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the walla, Thfre ibey mt-l ibcir fricntls every monimg, atul miked 
over the news of the day, a subject ilie Iitdians of all denoinma- 
lions arc loud of; tW saute remark* by Pocockc atid Uussell, illu»' 
irates thh passage in E/x^kie! ■* the children of iby p^ple arc 
talking concerning thee by the walls, niiil at tlic doors " A lew 
I>eaceful lIindi>os were one momitig^asserabled on a verdant slope 
without the Gale of Diutiioads, when two anned Gnietas on horae- 
’ back rode up, au<i asked ihcm if 1 was at the durbar; being an¬ 
swered in ilie alErnialive, one of these cniel wnelches threw a letter 
lo u brahmin, saying, “ deliver this to your sirdar; but that you 
may not forget ii, take this also, by way of remembnmcc;" at the 
same linsiani thrusting a spear into.Ids side. TluJ other ilelivered 
a letter inicnderl for die to a banian; and* by way of enforcing a 
similar message, cut him across (he breast with a scitnitar, 'I'IjC 
woumla did not prove inorial. but they were bolli a cousitlerable 

time under the care of a surgeon. 

A frctjueni repciilirm of these ouimgcs compcllc<l me lo urge 
the governments of Ihrroche anti Bornlray lo send a udlitary force 
ngainst these bamlitti. Many villages werc entirely dc[Joputaled. 
and the inhahilants, on endgrating into oiLcr coimlries, declared 
that iiotwlLhsiauding the justice and clemcucy of tl>e English laws, 
ami ilie enviable blessings they enjoyed under I heir l>enlgn irt- 
duence. ihey wonhl rather Iwcome the sultfects of an Asinllc des¬ 
pot who w'ould praieci them from the Gl'acias* In couM’^pience 
of these representations, the garrisoa of Dlmboy was reinforced 
by a sUxing detadunent ofitit'aniry and artillery from ilarochc; 
which cnnl^ied me to send a suificienl force against Matidw n. the 
capital of Gomany Sihng, .the chief Gracia rajah. 'Fliis fortress. 


917 


tbe Strongest b thdr 1^35 ileeinecJ impregnable^ from its 

siUtatlon' and had aivrays bade ileBanee to the Indian annies sent 
against iu My mstructions to the cunimanding ofBccr on this 
occasion, (consistent whh roles ihea established in the Company's 
service) will evince iLe moderation and clemency, constantly en¬ 
joined, and practised by the British armies in India, on eampuigns 
of more importance. 

SlE, 

Oir your detachment bong joined by the troops from 
Barioche, you will march with the united force nnder your com¬ 
mand to Mandwa, the capital of ilie Gracias, and there en¬ 
deavour to secure the person of Comanny Sihug, the Gracia chiet- 
tain, together wilft his vi/ier, and principal officers; as bis sub¬ 
jects have lately committed the moat insolent outrage and cruelly 
in the Honourable Company's disiricls intrusted to my care. 

If you sueccerJ in securing the Gracia rajali, or any of his 
family, you will please to send thlem under an escort to Dhuboy; 
there to give security for their future gootl behaviour, and to 
settle such other terms as jnay be necessary, to establish a i>erma- 
nent peace, previous to their enlargement. You will, in the mean 
time, continue at Maiidwa, with your detachment, until you re¬ 
ceive further directiotis from me, or from the chief and council at 
troche. 

Should you not be able to secure the person of Gomanny 
Sihog, you are to make yoursdf master of the town, and remain 
there until furliier orders. Noiwiibatanding tlie cruelty, insolence 
and treachery of the Gracias towards our subjects, you wiD please 

VOC. Ill, a p 
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,0 ■.»«<= ll» arfe«. thal ll.a inl.ahiiam. o.' Maadwa and 

Us dapcndcacies, are nol. under any l>reU:ncc alialever. lo 
plundered or ilUiSned; on tlie contrary, yon are. on llieirsob- 
'miLion, to assure there in the most iinenulvocal nrauner of the 

Tioglisb pioleclion. 

Wishing you health and siiccess» 


1 remain, &c. 


Dhulttif, 

j>iA 17®^ 


(signed) Jaw ks Foeb es. 

Cuttufor !>/ DAwAify, if<‘ 


I’liis expedition was kept a pToiound seeaH from Uie nalivea 
of Dhubov, nor did the least svispidon of our intention teach lla* 
Gracia chief. The detuchmeiil iimw;hed out of the garrison at 
mtdnigiilp and reached Msmdwa by bicak of duy. So complete 
was the surprise, thuUwhcn the guard opened the gates of the 
fortress to turn the cattle to pasture, and for the %yomeii to go 
out for water, the Brilislt troops rushed iu, seued the guards, and 
obtained po«sessioa of the place with very little blomlslietl. Co- 
maniiy'silmg, tlic Grama chief, allhoneh a very old man, escaped 
by ihevigilwicc and fidelity of hb attendants, who ou the timt alarm 
carried him on hb bed across llic river, and conducted him lo a 
strong hold, among the hills at some dblancc. Several ladies 
were taken prisoners in the acnana, with hb wife and ;dilugl»lcr, 
and sent to me aa hcatttges. These princesses were at first very ob¬ 
streperous, and ocmisioned much trouble before J could bring 
them to reason, or ut all reconcile them U» their silualion. ’I’hey 
menaced immediate seU-dcstruciion, if brought into my presence, 


or at alt exposed lo public view: a threat which I was well assurea 
ibey wou)<t put iuib ej£ecuiitjn,’^from the high idea generally enter- 
lalned of such suiciilcs> J. ihcTefore onderetl a sepoy “guards . selected 
from such castes as I knew would be most agreeable: nor did I 
ever see iJiem, or enier into that court Of tiie durbar appropriated 
lo their accommodatiocu And, as they did not eai uniinal food, 
a daily supply of rice, ghee, flower, spices, iwit* and vegetables 
were sent in for the ladies " and ihdr attendants, who had been 
brought from Mandwa to Dhuboy in covered Imckarecs and pa- 
tanquius. 

l^uritig the tinic these Gracia princesses were detained aa 
hostages at Dhuboy, I wrote letters to the surrounding chiefs; one of 
them j will be a suflicieui apedtnen of that kind of correspondence, 
and illustrate my peculiar situation aidong those extraordinary 
people. 


To Kttioor Khmm^ Chief of the Vazerin GracUis, 

[jV/ut the oriental oomptuaenb] 

During three years residence iu a public r-haracter 
at Dhuboy, 1 have frequently remonstrated with you on the in' 
suits, cruelties, - aud depredations, committed by your subjects in 
the Ett^isU districts. They have liecn lutherto without eflecU 
Some mood]s ago yotif ' viaier cainefbefore me, witJi an apology 
for your conduct, and a promise of amendiiient: expressing at the 
same lime your sincere wish to live on friendly tenns with this 
durbar: all was insiiicere. The Gracias of Va;seria Imvc since re> 
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lie wed ibeir depredations, plundered the villages, and ci>niniilted 
murder. 

You have thought proper, among many other metaphorical 
expressions, to wnle to tiie, that “ a mosclicto can tomieni an ele¬ 
phant:” ill one sense 1 admit its truth; hut reraember. tliai although 
that noble animal bears much, when once roused to revenge no¬ 
thing can withstand his fury; tlie beasts of the forest tremble 
al his presence, and flee before Imn. 1 he British lion, when ex¬ 
asperated, b still more formidable; be \s noble, generous, and for- 
bcarihsc, but there b a season, when the time of forbearaiico is past, 
and the hour of revenge b arrived! My whole conduct must 
have convinced you of the lenity of the Brilbh nation, and of 
my desire to Ibe in amity with the different govemmeiits around 
me; but the Gracias are continually iiifriugiiig on the good order 
of society, and the peace which ought to subsbt Iwtwecn civUiacd 
states. Too long did 1 suffer your cruel depredations, from a re¬ 
luctance to draw tlie sword of revenge. But the Mandwa Gracias 
having lately exceeded ihdr former atrocities, by darling a spear 
into the side of a brahmin, and ireuclierously murdering some of 
the Company’s subjects, 1 was compelled to send an army against 
their chief, and take a capital which had for so many centuries 
been deemed impregnable. You are not ignorant of that capture, 
nor tliat the aged chieftaiii was with difikuUy conreyed for safety 
to one of the dbiani hill-forts, while his wife and daughter, with 
several females from the aenano, were sent prisoiicni to Dhuboy, 
where they must remain as hostage until a general {reace is con¬ 
cluded with the Gracias. They have a separate apanmeni m the 


durbar, wbcr^ tliey sliaU be honourably ireatcd; nor need ibey 
have formed the desperate resolution of destroying tiiemselves, if 
brought into my presence. The Grada ebiefUins may be a&snred 
that I feel too much Ibr their ser, their rank, unci reverse of for¬ 
tune, to add thereto any thing incompatible witli their caste or re¬ 
ligion. I neither desire to see them, nor to intrude any of my at¬ 
tendants into their apartments; their guards have been selected 
from the higher castes, and every proper attention paid them. 
They are detained as hostages, tlte more edeclually to biing 
the Gracia government to projier terras; Gomanny Siting has 
been informed, as you now are, that I am ready to receive your 
viziers and duaiis, and to accede to a Uherai peace, on your pro¬ 
ducing respectable bbants as guarantees for its being fulfilled; 
sO treaclicnausly Ims every former slipuiation been evaded, itiat J 
will accept of no otticr security lor your fiilure good lieliaviour 
than Ryjee Sihng, ihe’pniidpal bliaut of Senilah, and any others 
with whom ho may be willing to associate. 

To vou, I once more ofter peace and friendsiup, before the same 
force that lias conquered Mandwa, proceeds against Valeria and 
Veloria. Send your vizier, or some other coulidenttal minister to 
treat with me. Be assured his person shall lie safe; and whatever 
may lie the result of the negocialion, be shall come in, and go out 
of this district under my protection; tlte English never act with 
duplicity, tlteir word is sacred! Judge not of ns by yourselves. 
Tou are a Mahamedan prince, and doubtless, conversant with the 
religion and morality of the Koraji: consequently from berog 
more enli^lencd than the pagan Gracias, 1 have written to you, 
as to a man of understanding. Rcllect on the contents of this 


letter; consider tlwl peace and war aR' before you^ and make a 
wise eboieef I conclude lu the words of your own epiaUe ** wbai 
can I say more ?** 

L. S. 

Dkahii^^ ^ Saoki&iktdt 
^ thr mimth 1 194 * 

J. a im l7SSs. 

During ilic campaign in Guzerat I particularly nientioaed the 
Bliauts at Neriad» and the value of a security executed by one 
of that extraordinary tribe; the fnlliire of an agreetneuL which 
they giiaraulee can only be expiated by the shedding of human 
bloody. This was my reawn for b;sisting upon this sacred cere¬ 
mony* in all my engagements and treaties wllti the Gradas. A 
note on these lines in Pojic'h Homer is very illustrative of tlais 
custom among the Bhauis. 

Ye* Iilm, njjr ipiesE^ lyrtk 

Hijr haxA ilntll py llic fbv^nt of chj 

“ rrom two remarkable expressions In liomer and Sophocles* 
it appears Unit the blood w'hich was fbund upon tlic sword* was 
wi{H;d uimn the iieatl of the slain; an mlimaUon tltat his own blood 
was fallcu upon the liead of the <)eceasod» and ilic liTjog were 
free from It. His blood shall be upon hishcadj is a common ex' 
pression in scripture, ns also m oliier ancient writers. It was cus¬ 
tomary among the Itonmns to wash Uieir hands, in token of inuo. 
cencct and purity from blood, Pilate, the Kotnan governor, at the 
condemnation of our Saviour, washed his hands, and said, “ I am 
inn^ent of the blood of ibis just person ; see ye to iir A sjieech 
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which occasioped die incin^ralde imprecaduu from die arfaiuiiied 
Jews« “ his blood be ufKxi and upon our dluldreul" jVo im- 
prccaiioQ which has beep awfully acconipibbed; exhibiting, for 
near two liiousaud years, a siaudmg miracle tn proof of the 
Christhm religion^ in its dreadful coriseqiteDces oo this mbtaken 
people" 

It was customary among tlic ancients, to confinti ihcir agreo 
men Is, by diiuklttg human blood, m u'hich they sometimes iiiiii- 
gled wine. Jiyjee Siluig, llie Bbaut whom I generally^selecled on 
these occasions, was of a respectable family in tlie Zinore pur- 
gtinna, particularly cclehrated as an liistoric bard, or imiislrcl. 
Ill that part of his professional cliaracier, the Gracia cltrels took 
very little concern, it being to liiem a matter of indifference, whe¬ 
ther be chanted their praises, or published ilielr crimes, so as he 
did not rigidly exact tiie perform mice of a deed where money wna 
the obieCL With them, as with many su|>crior [loteniaies in JIui- 
dosian, avarice superseded iionour. I’he charactees of pritiees 
and iiisiorical iradi lions are committed to the Bhauta, in the same 
manner as was pnictiscd among the baids and oral historians of 
Greece. Homer was of this tribes and Uu: same cuslom [ire^ 
vailed in diidea. In the chronicles of the kings of .Indah, long 
nfler the death of JosLah, it is said lliat all the singing-nien and 
singing-women spake of that excellent monarch, in ilieir latneu- 
talions, imto that day*. 

1 wishcil to be giiidcil by justice, moderation, and clemency, in 
mv dealings with the Gracias; bur those virtues were of Jiltlc uvsiil 
with that unprindpleil race. The best, and most cflicacious mode 
of negocifllitig with the generality of JndJuu princes, was by a 




siiDilur message lo Uiat rr(>iii Bcul>adad king af ?5jTb, to the 
Ismeliliiih niDUafciht then }>esieged bj Ivim in Samana. He wnt 
mesaengers to Ahali, sajfing, “ thy ^ixUcT und thj goid b mine; 
ihy wives also and ihv childK*n, even the goodliest of lhem» are 
mine: and thou alialt deliver them into nij hands. I wilUend 
ni> servants imto thee tomorrow about this tinie* they shall search 
Thine house, and iite houses of tlij servants; and il shall be, that 
wlmlsoever is pleasant in tUiuc eyes, they shall pul il into their 
hands and lake it awavT 

Kqually insolent were Uie messages of the Gracia chiefs to 
me, both vcrbuiJy and in writing. Their insolence in prosperity 
wsu only equalled by their meanness to adversity. Very siinilnr 
to the pusillanimous conduct of the tyraniiiaing Benhadad, wlieu 
defeated by the monarch of Israel, to whom he had so lately sent 
liis insolent demands. On This reverse of fortune he sent his ser¬ 
vants with sackcloth upon their loins, and ropes on dieir necks, 
with a supplicaltou to spare hb life; a request with which the 
king of Israel imprudeatlj complied. This hardly exceeds the 
insolence of the Gracias before the conquest of Mandwa, nor Uieir 
abject behiiviour atlerwards. Many of the letters and messages 
from tlieir princes, delivered at Uie gales of Dhnboy, were not in 
spirit, but in words, replete wntb expressions of impregnable rocks, 
swelling livers, birds of omen soaring aloft, and a variety of hgura- 
live language so exactly resembling that on ancient record, timt 1 
cannot omit it. Gomaony Sihiig, especially, gave me to undeisiaud 
that “ he dwell in the defts of the rock, on the height of the hill; 
Uiat be had made bis nest high as the eagle, It was the habitation 
of the strong- Although we should come up as a lion from iht 
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ffwellmga of Jordao^ we should Hec to the plaim m which we 
glorified; cvca to Uie ?alleya and tUe plainst which were the right 
of their inhcritaace." 

A/ler the conquest of Mondwa, and tedious ncgociulions witli 
the Grucia chieftains of Yazeria and V’^clorio, thej reluctanlty 
catered into tlie Biiaut security, hadiug tio otiicr tenns ivoutd he 
admitted, and hnally acceded to 013 * demands, Tliey' engaged 
Ryjee Sihng, the head Bhuut of Serutah, and several others of the 
most respectable families, to become goamnlces for tficir perform- 
ancu of the treaties entered into with their icspcciive cldctK The 
articles of peace and friendship between tltem and the Bast India 
Company, were duly ratified in the Dhuboy durl^ar. and ihLrc 
guaranteed by the Bhauts, who signed iheir names, aud insa-ad of 
affijdag a seal, dmw the figmie of a vatJ/tra^ or dagger, iheir jjisim* 
meat of death, opposite 10 each name. The female Jiustages 
were then dismissed, tranquillity was jwrtecily rcstorcfl* and not 
a Gracia was to l>e seen within the company's districts. So that 
at the coocluston of my third year, 1 had the saiisfacEiou of 
holding all the purgunnas itvLrusted to my manageniicnt, well cuh' 
tivated, piipulous, and happy. Colonel M'ilks's History ofMysooT 
conlatus an excellent note on the Bhauts, with which I sliall coh' 
elude my account of tliese extraordinaiy people;. 

** Bart, baut, bait, as it is differently pronounced, is a curious 
approximation to the name of the western imrd; and their offices 
are nearly similar. No Hindoo rajolt is without Ills bards. 
Hyder, aliliougli not a Hindoo, delighted to be cons tan llj pre¬ 
ceded by them; and lljcy are an apfiendage to lire stale of many 
otlter Mussulman cluefs. They have a wonderful facility in speak* 

vox. til. 1 o 


safi 


irtg impronsataf®, on anj suhjecl proposed to tl>em; a d^anm- 
tiim m mcasnres, which may be considered a sort of medium 
between blank verse, and ratxhihited prose : but ibeir proper pro- 
ft.-ssion is lhal of chanting the exploits of former days m the 
front of the troops, while maisholUng for batlle, and indmmg 
ihom to emoUle the glory of their ancestors, hla.iy instances 
are known of bards who have given the example, as wdl aa the 
precept, of devoting themselves lor their king, by leading into the 

thickest of the baillc. 

At the nuptials {says the legend) of Siva (the destructive 
member of the Indian triad) with Parvaii, the deity discovered 
that the pleasures of the festival were imcoiwplcte, and instantly 
created [joets, for the purpose of singing \m exploits Ui die as¬ 
sembly of the gods: lllcy continued afterwards^ lo niwide at his 
court or paretlisc of Kyiasum; and being one day desired by Fur- 
rdi* to sing her praises, submissively excused ihemsclvca, by re¬ 
minding her of the exclusive object of their creation, nameiy, 
«to chml the pmise of heroes." Panati, enraged at Uicir nn- 
courtcons refusal, pronounced on ti.em the curs*, of peri>e.tual 
poverty; and the bards remoustniling with Ska against lids nit- 
mcriled fiite, were Informed that nothing human could evmle llie 
wrath of Tan<iti That although he could not cancel, he would 
alleviate the curse: that they should accordingly t>e permitted to 
visit the terrestrial world; wlien% although sometimes i-idies and 
plenty, and always approbation, would lie showered <ivcr them 
by the sovereigns of the earth, the former of these gifts should 
never remain with them; and that poets, according to tlie decnw 
of Panvii;, should be ever poor. The alleged prediction comri- 
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bules to its ow'ii fultitmcnt, itiul ts live apology of the Indian bartls 
* 

for not beino tnucli addicted to abstlocoee of any kind." 

** ’JTiie legend adverts to a Aiundmtet Mpft&adoo^ who in live 
beginning of the Culy-yoog, iiiiroduccd cerlain ordinances, lunong 
nhlcb was the prohibition of aiiimal food: a reform whjch the 
bmlitiiins consented, but the bards refused, to adopt. Major 
Mackenaie conjectures that the name Misroodoo may possibly 
designate the country of the reformer—il/tsr, Egypt; and that 
litis well known reform may have been introduced into India by 
the Egyptian prieslhooff. Shenker Aefmre^ is mentioned in the 
legend ^'reviving, at a period long mbseqnent, some of tlie doc¬ 
trines of 3/iirondoo: and Sftcuk^r ArJtaree probably lived about live 
commencement of ihc chrisliaii mra." 

Although Parvaii, according to the preceding legend, inflicied. 
a severe punishment on the bards for not singing licr praises, live 
ladies in the casthave adopted other modes of obtaiurngtliat salisfac- 
lion, 'riielr eulogy may perhaps be Iciis public, and more iiiiiiled 
in llindostan than some other parts of Asia. Many passages of 
scripture and ancient history mention singiitg-tnen and singings 
wumeti sounding the prsdses of heroes in public; but do not en- 
lirelv confine those panegyrics to the male sex. And d'An'ieuj, 
who was present at the visit of an Arabbn princess to the wife of 
ait emirj or great chieAam, at her tents, says, “ she was mounted 
on a camel, covered with a carj^vel, and decked witli Sowers; a 
dozen women marched in a row before her, holding the camels 
halter with one hand; they sung die praises of ilieir imsircas, and 
songs wiiich expressed joy, and the happiness of being in the senice 
of such a tieautiful and amiable lady. I’hose which went first, 


and were more distant from her person, came in their turn to Uic 
head of the camel* and took hold of the halier ; which place, as 
being the post of hotiouT. they lo olhera when the princess 

liad gone a few paces. The eriin s wife sent her women to meet her, 
to whom the halier was entirely quilted out of respect, her own 
women putting tliemselves behind the camel. In tins order they 
marched to the Lent vrhere she alighted. They then sung all toge¬ 
ther the beauty, birth, and good ttualiues of tldfi princess." Vot* 
DAifS IlA PALasTINE, p. 249- 

The Aycen Akbery mentious bolli the Bhauts and Clianius. 
The Hindoos say that Charon or Churmn, was created from the 
will of Maliadeo, and that Bhaui issued from his spine; tliat these 
were the foundcre of two distinct tribes : Cluirun composed verses, 
sang the praises of, and revealed to niaiikind past and fulure 
Gventa. The uibe who bear his name are his descendants; the 
greatest iJart of I hem employ themselves in singing hynms of 
celebration, and in reciting genealogies. In battle they rej>eai 
warlike fables, to animate the troops; aud they are also famous 
for discovering secret lliings. Bhaut was the progenitor of the 
tribe so called; wlio tu least equal the Charon* in animating the 
troops by martial songs, and in clirouobgy excel tlicm; but the 
charuns are belter soldiers, Tliere is hardly a great man ihrongh- 
out HimlosUin wlm hath not some of ihese tribes in hia service. 

The transactions with the Gracias brought me more imme¬ 
diately acquainted with the Hindoo seers, astrologers, and pro¬ 
phets, of Guzerat, During my residence at Dhubr^y 1 had fre¬ 
quent occasions of slight intercourse with these extraordinary 
people; who bad pretended to foretel my periods of Imppiness, 


and warn me of impending dangers. But, like the prophecies ot 
MichaiaU, and other false seers, 1 found their predictions were 
not infallible. These astrology were consulted bj the Gracia 
chieftains on the first roinonr of the expedition against Mandwa, 
Oriental sovereigns of far more importance attend to their dIvina' 
lions on the events of war, or the terms of peace. The^ are sent 
for, as was the seer of Aram bj the king of Aloab, when the armies 
of Israel approached his terrltorieSi to curse a people that were 
too mighty lor him. On the prophet's arrival tlie king took him 
to Zophini, and the high-places of Baal; from whence they be¬ 
held tlie ^mlly tents of Jacob, and the tabernacles of Israel, 
spread forth in the vallies, as gardens by the river's side, as cedar 
trees beside tlic waters; ** from hence " said the desponding mo¬ 
narch, " come curse me Jacob, and defy me Israel." I shall pro¬ 
ceed no further with lliis sublime and beautiful episode, than to 
remark that Balaam was not a prophet of Israel, but one'of 
the oriental sects who were then consulted on important occa¬ 
sions, and were sumetimes permitted to utter solemu truths, and 
extend their prophecies to distant periods. We are espresaty 
told the source of Bulaain's iiisjnration oh this occasion. I!is 
parables not only foretold the success of tlte .Jewish army, but, in 
die sublimcsl strains, predicted the coniiug of the I^lcssiah 1 
. I have inlfodneed the seer of Anaii and hb interview with 
Batak on mount Zophiiii, from a cuiuchlcnce of clnmntstances, 
when the Graciiis hmt believed the reality of an ex|tedition against 
lliem. Goujunny Sihiig and his coufedcnitcs then sent for tlic 
principal brahnuaical astrologers and souilisaym; who, as usual. 
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received the reward of divination^^aarf flaHered ihc vanitj of dte 
Idatidwa cliieflajDj by assuring him that his fortress was iiupreg- 
aablr., dial dte Eugiisli ams would uot prevail^ and that the 
Gracias ciigiiL our threat at defiance. These predictions en> 
ccumged them to continue their depredations, and increased their 
Insolence and crueJty. 

Tlie aeera and diviners in Bindostan are not confined to the 
brahmin tribe: they are to be fi^und of various descriptions, and 
of botii sexes; from Itjc prince, who, like Joseph, divinclh by his 
cup, to the humble lbriuu<Mdler, who, like tlie wandering gipsy, 
reedres a small donnitou for his prediction. Plutarch mentions 
similar occurrences; and from other classical writers wo find ilie 
Greeks and Romans believed some men were endowed with power 
by the gods, to devote not only individuals, but whole^anuies to 
death, Homer frequently introduces the seers and augurs in the 
Grecian and 'rrojan armies. 

Tet«iRU9j EmjmuUv forttoHj 
" Tbt motgky 4trr^ liwse hillfe giev <tld> 

SIcLH'd ibc diirk; nT mattili dcdurr* 

** Afi^ in *D wing 4 armuit of ibc jk,“ 

The'astrologers anti magicians at Rome at length tell into such 
disrepute, that, according to Tacitus, the whole tribe was banished 
fromltaly , by a decree ofihe Senate. Two of t hero were put to death; 
one was thrown from the Tarpeian rock, and the oilier executed, at 
the sound of a trumpet, on the outside of the Esquiline gate. The 
magicians of Chaldea, and the professors of judicial astrology, 




vrishiBg to be deemed men of real science, called ihcuteeh'osJ 
malhemadciaus. a name wliicli frequcutly occons m the Annals 
of Tacitus. 

Maav augurs and soothsayers in India, though not oi any 
particular caaic or iri^ arc I believe set apart and educated for 
the purpose in the seminaries of the Brahmins. We frequcntljr 
read of the schexjis of die propbeU among the Jews; few of the 
pupils, probably-, were afterwards diguified with that sacred title, 
or endowed with any supernatural gift. Ou the contraty, Amos, 
when invested with that high honour, says “I was no prophet, 
neither was I a prophet's son ; but I was an Uerdstnan, and a 
gatherer of sycamore fruit. And ihe Lord took me as 1 followed 
the flock, and said uulo me. Go, prophesy unto my people Israel" 
I am led to imagine that in many Hindoo st-minarics, instead of 
cucouragiiig mental and moral improvement, if) those lilteral and 
solid acquimmenb. which expand the ideas, and dignify human 
nature, the pupils arc instructed in asliologj', geomunev. cabalis- 
lical knowleilge, and similar attainments, wlucli teiul to weaken 
and degrade the rational character. Unlike llm great and wise 
Akbcr, who instituted public schools tlireuglmut his extensive 
empire, where, after the boj-s i)ad l>een tfiughl the letters of the 
Persian alphabet, and dm first rudiments of science, they were 
dien instructed hi moRilily, ariibrnetic, astronomy, geometry, agrU 
culture, oscoiiomics, physic, logic, natural pliilosophy, abstract 
mathematics, divinity, history, and liie art of governmenl. In the 
Hindoo schools every one was educated according to hh circum* 
stances, or particular views in life. A plan which might l>e wisely 
adopted in niany civiliised countries of Europe- From those regn- 
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laiions mentioned in the Ayeen Akbery, the schools oY Hindostaj) 
obiaiaed a new form; and itte colleges became the lights and 
ornaments of the empire. 

I hare otnilted geoniancy among the sciences laii^lit La die 
schools of Akbeff as undeserving a place in hU libeial plan of 
education; buh distinct fmni the diviacra mtd soothsayers lately 
mentioned, there are’ in Aiimedabad, Baroche, Dhuboy, and 
most cities iti India, a class of females, skilled in astrology, 
geofuancy, and fortune-telling; these women were well krrown 
among the Creeks and Romans; and in our traiiblations ftom 
Uic Hebrew tliey ate called inst-iroatea, which exactly answers 
to their appellation amongst the modem Indians, It was to 
one of these that Joab thus addressed himself, aAer David had 
banished Absalom. " I pray thee feign Riysclf to be a mourocr; 
put on mourning apparel, and anoint not thyself with oil: but be 
as a woman that had a long liiuc mourned for the dead; and 
come unto the king, and speak in Uiis manner unto him. So Joab 
put his story into her uiouth.^ From the kind respectful manner 
tn whidi the king treated her, after hearing the melancholy ute, 
we may judge of the high estimalion of these wlse-wotnen in those 
days. They are ftenueiilly iniroduced by the ancient poets under 
the denomination of enchanters, diviners, and channels. I'heir 
power was supposed to he very great; and they used various 
devices to accomplish their purpose. Ovid introduces one wlio 
Jtad power over all the elements; and another meiitroned by 
Theocritus, as consulted by a love-sick swain, exactly corre¬ 
sponds with a circumstance which came immediately within my 
own knowledge. 
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** All (Ml 1 dldi wbtift ] deii^'d to 
“ WlMiLbcf £ jJlHfiild 1» id mjr 

** To itm, I mMt* nme dfuwidj 
A nsinti raj^-w rtrtiJTi fhe^ J oqa&'J |igf fii |f hr| **' 

Wbe ladies of ihU description arc now consnUed bj joung peo¬ 
ple in IndLa^ ou Ure same subject; es|}ecia]]j‘on tlie jcalousj^, re¬ 
venge^ and other passions prefalenl in an Asiatic zenana. I 
could leciie manjr modem anecdotes similar U> those in Persian 
and Aiabiim tales, but will coniine myseif to that above al- 
laded to, 

A young gentleman, when collector in one of (he CbntponyS 
districts ill Guzerat, separated from all EurojWau society, formed 
a temporary connection widi an amiahle Hindoo girt; for Utia 
step no justification k ofiered, though the most rigidly virtuous 
would, perhaps, make some allowance for influetiec of climate 
and custom, a total seclusion from EuropcHn refineineni and 
eJegant society; and the impossibility, thus situated, of forming 
an honourable union widi one of his fair eoiui try women. In a 
Christian country, where every man, from Uie sovereiga to the 
cottager, may wed the ol^ect of his affecuous, and where indivi¬ 
dual example influences the circle in wliich he moves, a deviation 
from moral rectitude admits not of this extenuation; but wijcn 
seduction or adultery aggravate the crime, the evil strikes deep at 
moral add religious principle^ and destroys domtstic comforl. 

The example of this young Englishnuin could have little ef¬ 
fect among a people wlio nc!lhcr,professed Uie religion, nor prac¬ 
tised.U»e maunejs of Europe. Ills attaclimeitt to ZciiUi was coa- 

siatii, delicate, and sincere; be never saw her at her own house, 
vox. nx. 2 u 
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aiul aiic enlcrc<l llic durbar by a privaic door b the garden. 
Three years had passed in this muimer, rvUen one evening the 
bvely girl, her eyes suffused in tears, informed lier protector that 
knowing lie would shortly rciurn to Europe, a cavalry officer of 
a good family iii her own caste, had offered to marry her; a pro¬ 
posal she never would have listened to, had he reiiiaiued in India; 
but under the idea of losing him, she requested his coudscI on a 
sdiemc so iiufiortant to Iter happmess. Her friend,delighted with 
this honourable establishment, readily consented, and the marriage 
took place. Zeula lived with her husband in a remote part of 
the city; from pnidcniial reasons all foiiner iaiercourse ceased; 
and from the different modes of life between £uroi>eans and 
Asiatics, nothing was heard of Zeida for many months. 

Ill the warm nights preceding the rainy season, the youth 
generally slept upon a sofa, placed under a rausquitO' 

curtain, on the Hal roof of the durbar; lo which there was one 
ascent from the interior, and nnother by an outer flight of steps 
from llie garden. While reposing llierc on one of those delightful 
moon-light nights known only between the tropics,* and apparently 
in a dream, he thought something gently pressed his heart, and 
caused a peculiar glow, accompanied by a spicy odour, which 
impregnated the atmosphere; under this sensation he awoke, and ' 
beheld a female Tcclining over him in a graceful attitude. Her 
personal charms, cosily jewels, and elegant attire were disceraable 
tjirougii a transparent veil, a double fold artfully falling over the 
upper part concealed her features. Her fell hand contained a 
boa of perfumed ointment, wjlli which her right was softly anoint 
iiig his bosom, nearest the region of the heart. Doubtful whether 
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the scene was real, or tliccffeclof a warm imagination* he re¬ 
mained for some uiomenls lc»t in astunblimetit: when ilie lovely 
stranger* throwiug asttle her veili discovered ^^cida, deiced with 
every charm that youlli and beauty coultl assume on such an 
iuteresting vistL 

When his surprise subsided* Zeitla iufonited him tlic iiiarriagc 
had turned out uufuriunate; in hopes of happier days she hail 
hitherto forbore to trouble iiiia with complaints; but sceiDg no 
atnendnteiit she seissed the opportunity of lier UusbauU $ absence 
to repair lo tlie durbar, ia hopes of regaining that afieclion wiiiclt 
had fonnerly consliluled Her happiness, fearful of a cool RrcqK 
tion* she had previously consniled the most celebrated cuuning- 
womau in the city; who prejwiretl a box of oiiilmenl* which she 
was lo apply by stealth, as near as possible to the heart of the 
object beloved; and* if so far succcasfuh she might be assured of 
accomplislung her wishes, ileidii knew not the characicr of her 
fi'ieudi he rcsisied the tear of beauty, and the eloquence of love ^ 
and having convinced her of the diUcrence between llieir former 
attnchraeni, an<l the crime of adultery, persuaded her lo retum 
home before the approaching dawn discovered the impropriety 

of her visit. 

Oriental poels paint the tender passion with all the glow of 
fancy aad power of language: as Sir \\ illiain Ousley obscni'e^, 
“ in their dt‘scripltiHis, of beauty, they indulge the most extrava¬ 
gant licciwe; tlw carlli idfords few objects sufSckntly amiable or 
Lauliful, to IJC adniilled into llieir simiUes; the hluahing rose 
withers at the superior glow of a mislrcas’s cheek;, and the lofly 
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cypress is conlauntiecl ai the grace and majesty of her stature. 
Tlic Persian poet ascends into ilie clouds of ficlion*: and seeks 
among tlie aerial race of PerUn, some resemblance to his beloved; 
but seldom coiilenled in this intermediaie state, he exalts himself 
among the stars, ibe moon and the sun; and hw aspiring imagi* 
nation would soaj-, no doubt, even above these. Seeking objects 
of comparison, could i magi nation conceive any more beautiful^ 
more brilliant, more sublime T' 

Zeida was not a dull pupil in this school; she felt that life 
without love is of little value, as poignantly as Kbosroo, or 

any of the Persian poets* The seritiuieiits, so much extolled in 
the YuseJ' ZfiUk/ta of Jaini, only express those, which, in unstudi^ 
language, flowetl from tl»c lips of Zeida at this afiectlog interview* 

** Eujspt ZfikkJ:i;ii| lU liff mni m 

** Fliiw troni Itfr heme^ rawJnpUib her dour j 

11« ravui night mw ikrw^ wing* iU 
** Tbe bplid of monui^g h&lis tB« nc^ -bom dsj i 

f* Tt' wisHitm ting hi fitJiI pride^ 

^ bloofmiig roK-tmd* tlimw thsit diido E 

TIm* irh^ iatiniii hathf* tier Gtmhk 
*f The K^ti hx^t bek* of ti’aat 

H ^ Zclehlia knewm no 

*' WltLto juid laa fcBaw htr uukitis Ittiaut t 

** n«T pomiSs of deapan* diBin™ 

^ to sdoittcf *11 her fi3te*lr dimni ; 

** 8fnl1bg. 0? sll diC wsn ilte &£€ ni 
" A ihoQMitid inisci hsi bumixig hrea^ dfiatiy* 



** HlglU* inMitioii ilifr ikdifnf Imrm luul, 

" ^ot (biL wtllidrfl:m^ IrtJt tliu b^tEw Ui^ vdl. 

■r* CofU^eol'^d bj flui Ikt gd^iiiD Upw^ 

And leefci in soikiwe rdki woe- 

" In g]^ fSJ'dco* lilKs fl fbweif die 

■ # 

Pttre and iinniMid^ w ^'s wsEcr dnwi: 

** Giv'n iQlht wiiiida^ lu!t pssK^ Id Jtown; 

** Upon W b*d iiimuTTtWd ihnna uTEcucr^/* 

d ^ 

Respecting (lie virtues of the ointment ^ireparcd by | lie ex¬ 
perienced matron, such charms are generally cri^ditcd iu India: 
many allusions to them are found in oriental stories; the “ oint- 
nient poured forth,'" and similar expire^ssions in Solomon’s Song, 
have probably the same tendency. Tiie ancieut poets abound 
with philtres, charms, and oiedicamenis, to excite the Urnder pas¬ 
sion. Unguents, !>ones of snakes, blood of doves, and a variety 
of potions are mentioned by the Greek and Romaa writers; espe* 
chilly the J’VrcRdhm plant called hippmuint's. Many appropriate 
pua^ages might he quotetl from Homer, Virgil, and FropertiUs. 
Oiu: from Horace, wliere Canid ia seems to liave been be placed in 
a siuiiJur siLuadoti with 2k:ida, will suffice. 

AiqS cet U^srta id 

frlicUir ma lock- 

Ifldpndil tuicty ocnikiuni cubiUbud 
OblitFW pellffdCdEiai 

All, Ab« tsdliilEL'i smbul^t 

ScKunoTk cjEmiTpr. 
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ThM what sen 1 I sfi tlotl* 

Nor tj^if but 1 ibw Ymm knowj, 

AM can ilw ; 

Yet Vana aTighli ray dJero ray |icrtff"rp 

Ami stee^ on ns^ b«ia secure; -* 

All ! raudi I text icn« HrolV ^Ul 

HcfcDih bira irom my veaJwir spdi. * 

It would be encileas to repeat the variety of instances rclalitig 
lo these spells and incantations which were cdulinuallj' brouglu 
before ilie cotf(*s aclawlel in Baroche and Dluihoy, where they 
could nellher !» refuted nor counteracted. Tliose brought tq 
light in the public court were generally more imciuled for de¬ 
struction by poison* tliim for the creation or n- viv<il of the lender 
pasaioo. To effect the latter roany virtues are altributcd to the 
mendey* or al'liiiiDa, a fragrant and elegant shrub in the oriental 
gnTdens, already menlioned. IViLh the leaves of this plant the In¬ 
dian womep tinge their nails and fingers of a crinisum dye; from 

V 

whence llml passage in a ITiadoo song, *♦ Like me, O Liiatia! 
tliy heart has long 1 »c«h full of blond f wh<«ie lV*ol art tlinu desirous 
of kissingf" The oilier spells were composed of less iDiuiccnt 
niaterinls* ami appropriated to more iniquitous purposes. With 
the csCTplion of Iminati. iugrcdienls, they boro a very near resem¬ 
blance; to the singular anccdoLc recorded by Tacitus* and edn- 
finnnl by Dio (.'assius, Tcspecting the death of Geminuicus; who 
was sup]HiScd to Imvc been poisoned at iVniloeli, by the secret 
orders of Piso* by means of Arartinu, » cekbraied fcnialc prac¬ 
titioner ill these arts. “ XJnder ihc door, and in the cuviiies 
of the walls, a coUccUod of human houcs a as found, witii cbtruis* 
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and magic verses, ami incaBiations. The name of Germ aniens 
was graved on plates of lead; fragments of human bodies^ not 
quite consumed to ashes, were discovered in a putrid condition; 
with a variety of those magic spells, which, according to the vul¬ 
gar opinion, are of jjoteney to devote the souls of the living to 
the infernal gods.” 
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CHAPTER XXXllL 


AN EtCt^ESION INTO THE BHOIIE Jt A II PUBGBNNA, 
AND OTIIEB UI^TEICTS IN Tll£ 
PROVINCE (tFCrU»ERAT. 

1783. 


^ laiioftSrAVV«4 Pfiov«««. 

Aj nany coumW/ w nmay ciatou:ii 


‘ I And o£bm dEd-be {vy ihns^h Ntnw'n ^ 

WiiAte V idtfe m tb" ctbcreil rc/nad cnntuni, ' 

Wbjttv'er vise fttdfla bcuealb b«T vcnLoni: 

The vt^igri^bte ind ihc rntDCfal rdgm ^ 

Ot ete he (KsiiD'd du) gbbe» ttuwe wuR dociwk 
mdeH CDCiftali Aiadh m t iirmatl kfep^ 

[li Auodti ^ rrinritiTairHi t&d Ul {ildiiiiv 

flue mgm vwcb'ii ibe mimL •□d imn ilnp 
llBife TTtiird wfaflice Ufa btruk actunt TBan lair. 
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CONTEOTS. 


Bfrfjriiiort irith tfte »(fir littroche^ ftnd a pdtt^t ikt^ut^h ik(< 

f'fH.ttlisk pur^ttinius iw (j/Hztfut — tht t:rthl ^tison dcfishtj't*^ 
tTOCttUiig — CHbbcr.r^,fitirr ~^ttH of taoramu* ike—str^cut ^— 
ciii'€ of tkiir viJiQtfiOiis bite 4y LtulUtbh^ — ^xlraordiu^t^ tweedoit 
on ikiU mhjcct—chnvocitr tif ‘Lutlabh^'—^ed(^ngs m kh JfttuUif 
—hthoviour on thv dcai,h q/ /its ffuughter^dacnption ofVoraU — 
fbatighur — Bafibtdforcsis; mt-d W of killing ibe antelopti 
'mannvr of traveltbig—Vanjarralut tk^ir nwM/nerew/ jottrnt^'s and 
comforts—life (f the p^danquiu-bcaren^itmedote of a jfoting Hin¬ 
doo mother—eountrtf near Zinore — paa$ of Ba^m-pert^^epTeda- 
thn of the Mhatuita arwho — tirntitif and fertUitif of Onzcmt 
rcehit Chandode^IlindiM iafiersitlion—tineithns respreting the 
recluse brnhotiua—anstrered frow C'rnnfitt d ^ SkrtcheA urrivid at 
Dhulioy—iinprovetM ut of that iiurginuto-:-‘mmrUn of tear—tetter 
from tfteBrincm CharMte of Mecklatburgh Streliti to the King 
of Bruma—susgested iutproi^tinenis in agrknltnre and revenue — 
landed properlp in India—moantam qf Pozcaghur^Brodera’— 
the racial af the Gaiewars dtserlbcd—htlerUtr of the dui'har — 
i/ir/wiwc/ifi/ chardeter of tuduin prlncex — harain — tnuhmnedan 
t^men—mosques and srpulchres—'ftmcral ceremoMes—grand fsell* 
— inscripthm—Rebekah and Plieter—great men travel mih fvoter 
in jars—stone bridge—pnnisionsat Rrodern—cheapness and absm- 
danct bi other (Ustricts^few scants h fndia—suptthr beauty if 


the Brodtra pifiguma — htoi — biofha^—vainabie praducc of the 
iU^triCt — Villages—oppressions of govermitent—'character tf jFoify 
Sihng—his — horn of victory—invitation to his daughtei^s 

wedding — pre^ents—anecdofe at Sindia’s durbar respecting Khi- 
IntS'—magnijiceni wedding of f^azeer Allp — character of Asnf- 
ttd-Bowlah—anecdote of Hyder Ally^ and letter from that prhict 
to Colonel IVood —letter fram the Mharatta Peihu'O to George 
the Third—presenU on that occqfiion hmgni/tcant compared with 
the munificence of ancient sovereigns—-^/stem of oppression — 
Akiter—happy eoriseyuenees to be espeeted ft>om the putter and 
ittjluence of the British goi>erntnent in, India — music of the Hin-^ 
doos^ceremimies at a Hindoo wedding—cremation of widows -— 
fat tery tf Futty Sihn^s heralds-—chatnher of min'ors-—Tippoo 
Suttaujfs sleeping apart maxi—nubU traiU in Ktber^s character 
—compared with Alfred—waghing &/' the royal person —cw/m 
and seals tfAkber—zodiac rupees—delightful tneampment near 
Brodera—cold i« India—wretched Udte of the Chamlaiahs — 
compared with the brahmins—mjusticc of the system and general 
diaractcr of the HinttoQs^Mvtdi Gaum Rajah—‘his amiable cha¬ 
racter—death and character of iiiroa Tsaml—sacrifire of His 
widow—her superior cndownicnis—compared with celebrated Bng- 
ti$h fcTTiales—mahomedan women — tsfraat'dinary character of 
Avyar, o Miiidoo fenmle phlloscgfher and edehrated author — ear- 
tracts from her writings — serpents—serpcni-eniers — locusts — dis- 
tiHers—poti€r<»—Hindoo deities—floods—average of annual rain. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 


The present chapter formed the couieatsof a letter lo a member 
of couBcil at B4>ml>ay,,who had never been in Cnzeral, and wiiihed 
to obUiin some iiifonualion rcsptM:liiig the English porgimuas in 
that province. A few rt'petiltoas of circumslances mentioned in 
former chapiera, extracted from a corrcapondence witli irteuds in 
Engbndt may have escaped notice i 1 have endeavoured to avoid 
tautoh^v and to suppress redundancy^ except where it would have 
dbturbed the sense or broken the connexion. 

In the monlli of January* 1783» 1 accompanied lire chief of 
Barbcbc, then lately arrived from Bombay,'on a tour through aU 
the puTgunnas under his lurtsdicUon, as collector-general. We 
formed a social party of five English gentlemen, wilii proper offi¬ 
cers and utlendanls; it being ueccssair for those who fill high sta¬ 
tions in India to preserve a respectable appearance m the eyes ot 
the natives. We spent three weeks in tills delightful tour, although 
llie distance did not exceed two hundred miles. December, Ja¬ 
nuary, and February, are the best mondis for travelling in Gu^crat; 
the moniings and eveniiigs are cold, and the whole day temperate 




ihmJ pleasanL llie ihL-rmometcr at 5Uii“rise is frequealfy uuder 
60". soroelimef wasiderahly loweiv aod at noon, t.nlil tlu^ warwest 
lime of tlie Jay, aeUlom exceeas 70“ : il»iriug 
Aucceeilioi^ moatlift, alLlioueh tbe nioniiag luay Iw iglerubly cool, 
ihc ihennoiaeicr gradijaHy rises from 70 to 100^ and ou the ptams 
of Naira[ig?jecr, near Cambjiy, 1 have sceu it 116 in tije soldiers 

lenU. 

On leaving llafoclie and its extensive siiburiw. w'c Uavejlcd 
t.v-elve miles near the Ijanks of tlie Ncj-bndda, to our first cneomp- 
menu utider Cnbbeer-Jiurr, (ficus Indiea) one of tbe most tnagnU 
ficenl banioii-lrees in India, (hrrning a caiwipy uf verdant foliage 
Impi-nelmble to a tropic nun. exiending over a drcuiilferenoe of 
iwo tlmusand feeu A dn^adful slomi and sudden swell of ilie river 
had, a few mouths before, dimitmhed its beauty and reduced the 
number of its trunks, which formerly exceeded lliirleen hundred 
and fU\y, all traced to one imreiit stein. 

The birds, moukeys, and serpeuis nboundlng in Cubbecr-Buj-r 
are well known. 'Ilie enoruious bats which darken ib bnmehes 
frequciitly exceed six feel in lengUi from the dp of each wing, and 
from Iheir (cseinblance to that animat, am not improperly ended 
ftytng-ioxea. Bats of thw: magniludi: arc a kind of luonsier, ex¬ 
tremely disagreeable both in smeli and appearance. Tlsey must 
have been the liarpifs menlioned by Virgil. 

Wb™ I'mcB the (prirtnaiD- top witli likkotw ajr 
" f'bu iwmg wiu^ till: liiuvjjy li*rpi» Cf i 
If iiidUi:h ib^ (neat. defUing- >11 thi^ Siul t 
II Aih) planing, a ImuIiiww ticnch bcMoiL'' 

l^hese large buls, tike the rest of iheir species, suspend them- 


m;1v« 5 hy i!ic cIliw, or hook on ihe w'ings with I heir heads down- 
wanls, when lliuy rejKwe or in which posture ihey Lang by 
ihuiisauds tu tlie shades of Cubbeer-Bunv Arciiilcacoii Palev re* 
iiiarkfe, that " the hook in (he iritigof a bal is striciJy a mechani¬ 
cal, and also a coiilriviiiiia*. At the angle of its wing 

there is a IjciU claw, exactly iit ihc f»nn of a hook, by wliich the 
bat allaches itself lo the sides of rocks, caves, uiiJ buildings, laying 
hold of crevices, joinings, chinks, and roughnesses. It hooks ilsdf 
by this claw, renmios sus[)Ouded bi'' this holt], takes its ttight iVoiii 
this po^ilioIl, vvliicit (►pinutitius coiujKJiisalc for the ilecicpitude of 
its togs ami feet. Without her hook, the bat would In; the most 
Itelphras of all anluials. She can iieiliter run upon her feet, nor 
raise herself from the gnmtul; these iiiabiliites are mmic up to her 
bv the conlrivanoe in lier wing; and in placing a claw in that |tart 
iW Creator lias deviated from liie iouibgy obserml on winged 
animals. A sittgular defect ictiuircd a singular substitute.'" 

As some of the monkey tribe seem to unite Ihc bnire to the 
human sjicdcs, in the gn^al chain of cresttioii, so the bal forms Uic 
link between birds uud brasis, Naturalists have disputed lo which 
daw# they belong. Pliny and the aiicicnis place them among die 
feathered race: the moderns, with gix-atcr propriety, 'arrange them 
with <|uailrupetls. f*lkc a bird they have wings, and the power of 
Hying; unlike llie oviparoilfi tribes, tliey bring forth their young 
alive, and suckle them; the moiilh is furnished with very sliarp 
teeth, and shapetl like that of a fox. 

Tlie most disag^n^hlc itihabtiants of tliia verdant caravansary 
are sitakcH, which in great variety dwell nuioitg tlte brandies: some 
malignam, others imiocuous. The monkeys destroy a number of 
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tlicse ttjpliles; sufficient stiU renutin to cause ansU ty ut a sojotmter 
before hb slumbering siesta, or nigtiily repose; yet it is cjitraordl* 
nary how tew accidents happen friim venomous creatures In hidia, 
where lUc natives in travel ling are accustomed oiiiy lo spread a 
mul, or cotton carjict, on the earth when Lliey sleep. I have occa¬ 
sionally mentioned dreumstatices iirewiu-ilealilc lo Europeans, 
consumtly ocenn'ing among the Hindoos. ] insert another atico 
dole respecting the bite of a scrpeni, and the consequence wbich 
look place at Baroche the year betbre I made this cjtcursion ; 1 
shall only affirm that uty rctaiion is an uiiembcllished mailer of 
fact, ftora wlricli I do not pretend to draw any conclusion. 

At Barociie J was iuiiniale willi a Banian named laiUabliy, the 
ricbt!SL man in ihe city* aud of great influence iii tlie purgunnm 
He was uuivcrsally believed to jjos.sess the power of curing ihe bite 
of venomous serpcnls, by a knowledge peculiar to himself, which 
he nex*er imparted to another. By this art he certainly recovered 
many natives from a despemte stale, after being wounded by the 
cobra-di-capello, and llie scarlel snake of Cubbeer-Burr, witliout 
luuching the patient or prescribing any thing inwardly. The 
takut of Lullabhy seemed lo have no affinity with lliat of the 
ancient Psylli, or the modem suako-channers, but probably was 
rtoi unlike the science professed by Mesiuer or Dr. de Muiiiodue; 
be that as it may, his fame for effecting tlicse cures was. every 
where establislied. Mr. Perron, thou second in council, and some 
olhci of tlie civil servants at Baroclie, were satisfied with a cure of 
whiclt they had been frequent wUneawes. 

or all the Etirepeans i was acquainted with in India, Mr, 
Uoben Gambler, at I hat time chief of Baruche, was perhap the 
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moat incredulous respecting talismans, charms^ <livinutioiis, and 
preteniaiuml pretensions of tlie brahmins. His opinion of Lnila* 
bhy*s talent publicly known ; a circumataDce in Lis own gar^ 
lien now alTorded a lair opporluuiljr of detecting its fallacy. One 
of iLe under-gardeners working lieiween llie pavilions was bit by 
a cobra-dt-c:ipelioj and pronounced to be in danger. Mr. tiambier 
was tLoii holding a counciJ tu au upper pavilion, and, at lire desire 
of Air. PerrotL, immcdiatcljr sent for LiiJIabliy, without informiug 
him of the accident, of whicli he rematned ignorant until ushered 
into the chiefs presence. The gardener was lying on a slight bed 
of coir-rope, in a veranda adjoining the couucil-room. Being 
asked if lie could eflccl a cure, Lulinbliy modestly replied, tliat by 
God's blessing he trusteil he should succeed. 'I'lje poor wretch 
was at tills time in great agony, and deliriom ; be afterwards be* 
came torpid and speechless; still I.ullubhy was not permitted to 
commence hts operation. The members of council anxiously waited 
the ciders permission, C3[>ccially when Lullabhy asserted that any 
furlherloss of lime would render it too late. Air. Gambler c.xniulncdi 
the man's pulse by a stop-watch, nud when convinced (lis dissolu¬ 
tion was inevitably approaching, lie allowcfl Lullabhy to exert his 
influence. After a short silent prayer, Lullabhy, iu prcscjice of 
all ibe company, waved his catarru, or short dagger, over the Ijed 
of the expiring man, wiiliaui touching Litn. Tiie patJent conilimed 
for some time motionless; in half an hour his heart appeared io 
beat, circulation quickened: within tite iuiur he Tuoved his limtps 
aud recovered his scDse.s. At the cxjilratinii of the third hour Lul- 
lubhy hud efTected the cure. The ntau w;& seat home to his fumily, 
ap fl iu a few days recovered from the weakness occasioned by coit- 
VOU 111. 
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i-itlstvp paroxysms, which probably wouU neither ha\e been so 
severe or of such long conUiiuanec, liad the couniefacling power 
been sooner applied, 

Xullubhy was not only the prindpal aemiiularof Baroelie, but 
one of the most opulent men in Guzerat. Jl b unnecessary on 
tliis occasion to investigate his character as a zcioimlar. among the 
Patels and Ryots, or to inquire how he accumulated his wcttllh. 
I have stated the conduct of zemindacs in my omi purguimas; 
and as the Asiatics view the nefarious irausactioiis iii the revenue 
defmrtmenl differently from a conscientious Eugliahmaii, I shall be 
silent on that subject. As a charitable man, ihb wealthy Banian 
appeared very conspicuous; he daily appropriated a considerable 
sum of tiiooey to alins-giving and relieving jiersons in distress; no 
mendicant was dismissed from his gate witlwut a lucasuie of rice, 
or a mess of vegetable pottage mingled with meal. In time of 
dearth he distributed grain throughout the vilbges in the Bartiche 
district: nor was his bounty cotiftned to tliose of Ute Hindoo reli¬ 
gion. He repaired public tanks and choultries for travelIvrs, dug 
several common wells, and constructed a bowree, or large well, in 
the Ban>che suburlis, with steps leading down to the water, all of 
hewn stone, in a very handsome style of architecture. A marble 
tablet placed over the fountain of this noble resen oir, contains a 
short in&criptioii moic expressive and beautiful in the Persian lan¬ 
guage than can be given in an English translation. 

" The boiDt^«ridillil)h7 are orer 

About this time Luttabhy celebrated a splendidrwedding for 
his son, a boy under five years of age, and soon aAcr married hb 
only daughter, a year younger than her brother, to a child of a 


iiiitable age, in a respectable family of Uic same caste. Ttic feasts 
anti entertainments to liis friends and acquaititance of all tlescrip- 
lions continued, many days, paradnig everv night by torch-light, 
through iJie principal sweets of the city, triUi state horses, palan¬ 
quins, musicians, daiicing-girls, aiid every display of eastern inag- 
nihcence, in which the infant brides and bridegrooms, covered with 
jewels and wreaths of Howeis, made a splendid apj>earance; llic 
tbrmer in pa]au<|uinsj the latter on leil Itor^s, The^ nocturnal 
processions-, illuininuiefl by many hundred mnssants, or torches, 
illustrate the parable of the icu virging, as each torch-bearer carries 
a lighted daiuhcau iu one hand and a brass vessel containing oil to 
fieed Uie flame in the other. Ltillabhy's presents on this oecosion 
were extensive and valuable, considerably exceeding a lac of ru¬ 
pees, upwards of twelve thousand pounds sterling. 

Not long after Lultubhy's daughter died ; being a man of such 
high respectability, all ihoiifi who had pailuken of his festivity now 
sent messages of condolence. 1 paid tiim that mark of atlention, 
not merely as a ceremony, but because i leli sincerely for Ms loss. 
The religious riles ant! fmtiily customs on the death of relations are 
piously and strictly atU'nded to by all castes of Hindoos. ^Vheit 
the days of moumlng w'cre nccomptishcd, 1 was surprised by a 
much earlier visit from Lnllabhy than I expected. On alighting 
from his hackaree 1 received him as a pemou under affliction, and 
cautiously avoided saying any thing to awaken his parental feel¬ 
ings. lie led to tlie subject himself, and, with a smile of resigua- 
tion if uoL of cLeerfuiness, told me as it was the will of Goo to de¬ 
prive him of lus child, he had the greatest consolation wliich a 
father could enjoy on such an event, that of seeing Ivor previously 
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i]iarri<»l; liad Llie nitpiinl rite noL taken plnce^ her death tiouM 
Indeed have plunged him Hilo deep affliction. 

Natural aSbetioa miiat be nearly’ die same in all cLitnatcs and 
countrit^s, but ihe iiuiuertms and prubiiged ceiemotiies re(iuired on 
the death of a Hiiidou seem m some measure to supersede and 
alleviate the Borroa'^ ivhicii iniglit uLtionvise take deeper root in 
Oic filiu) or {Mtrenlal breast. Mourners are hired at the obsequiea 
of Hindoos and Mahomedaus^ as they ivere in andetii days, ft.^ 
appears from a passage in tlie prophet Amos, that tills sort of 
^ouruiiig and lamenlaiion ^ros a kind of art utiumg itie Jeirs: 
*' wailing shall be in lUe slrceLs, and they sltall call such its are 
skilful of lamentation to wailing/^ 

From Cubbeer-Burr we continued our route for leo miles along 
the banks of the Nerbodda to Comll, a small town, whicli gives its 
name to an inconsiderable thsirici, then lielonging to the company, 
producing a revenue of forty thousanrl rupees. The little capital, 
slluiated on die l>ank of the river, contains some tolerable houses, a 
lew Hindoo temples, and a gurry, or fortre^, of no great streiigUj, 
Some of the villages are large and populous, the country genemny 
well ctdliwaled, producing Dbuodant crojw, similar to those de^ 
scribed in the Dhuboy ilisiricis. 

Our next stage was only nine miles from Goiall, lo Banghur, a 
small compact fortress on tt lofty bank of the Nerbudda, in a com- 
mundiug situation, where I had a delightful summer apartment 
overlooking the rural plains and woody lulls on the south srdc of 
the liver, Wc passed a tew villages bchmgiug to the Bruderoh 
purgunna, and on approaching Raiighur entered an extensive plalu 
covered with baubnl trees, a Itenutirui species of mimosa, pruduc- 
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iiig gmn>arahici 3nd alforvting cover to kniiiciisc licrd^ of aiitclo^e^. 
Tills ^poi tbriiiing a fiart of my ili^trict under Dhuboy^ I was 
iteil su|j|j!iC(i with TOnison and other game. A litlle powder and 
bull piocorcd liie^.an aulelppet and for a ru|ieifi I could al any time 
purchase a deer, wUh two or three pea-fowL For the tiiom ceTlnm 
desLruciion of antelopes and deer in lliut comitiy, tltc sportsman 
©pvers Idnisrlf with ii moveuhle urboar of green boughs; which 
dfecluully cuncculiug liim from the uususpirtiag atumals, they 
become an easy prey. The peacocks, doves, and green pigeons 
found near ibe Gu^rat villages, arc nearly as tuuiiC as poultry in a 
farm yard. 

Jt is ummees^td'y U> parlicnlui'isc dhferent stages and on cam p- 
jnenis on this tour: we trnrelled with two sets of tents and ser- 
vaiils; by which means, without u deprivation of comfort at one 
stmion, ive found every necessary prciiaied for ns ou arriving at 
the ncx L 'Jliroughoul this eicnrslon we generally luei with iltaiigo, 
tatTinriud, or baniun-trees, on tlie banks of rivets, the margju of 
a lake, or near a public wdt; water being the first considerallon 
for the cattle ami uitnidaots necessary in a mmlry ivhere fund- 
lure, beds, and every useful arlitle must be carricil with us. Hay, 
firc-wnml, milk, hiuter, and lamp-oil, are stippliijil gratis Ui most 
travelli’R, accortliiig U> the Cuslojii of Guacrat; and in that respect 
we tbund very little Lliflerciice whether iruveltiug iu Uie English 
jiurguiums, or the dominions of 3 foreign prince. 

lie (losing under coottguoua trees, wc ^neratly saw yogf^es, 
gosantidfs, Mnliotnodan dervises, onel other adigtoua meodiEiiutB, 
who tnn'El .over Hmdostani and often met with large caravans of 
ixuijat’fccs, or vanjarralis, a set of merchants, who do not belong 


to any imrUcular country t but Vive in lenls, and imite tmgcihcr For 
mutual comfort and safely, in the transpanation of tlicir luercbaii- 
dise. Each corps is governed by Sis own Jaws and regnlatiotiK. 
These people travel from interior towns to the sea coast, witlt 
caravans of oxen, sometime consisting of several thousand, laden 
with com, oii, and muTiufacLured goorls of cotion and siik^ They 
return with raw cotton, spices, woollen cloths, iron, copiier, and 
odicr articles imported from Eurojie, and distant parts of Ata: the 
greatest number are laden with salt, wlitcJb fiads a ready sale iu 
every habitable spot, from tlie sea to the summit of tlie Gliaut- 
momilaiiut. 

^Ilie vanjarrahs from distant countries seldom make more than 
one annnat journey to commute their merchaiidbe at the sea¬ 
lants; uravelling with their wives and children m tJic patriarchal 
' style, Ujcy seem a happy set of people, particularly at their meals. 
A hundred fires are often blazing together in their camp, where 
die women prepare curry, pilaw, or some savoury disii, to eai 
with the rice and dhofl, which constitutes their prinnpal food. 
Some of these merchants travel fifteen hundred or two diousand 
miles during the fair season; and, us they make only one journey, 
Uiey contrive to ^ve it every possible aihantagc. For this pur- 
pose each bullock carries n double load, which they cl^ct in this 
manner: moving on one stage with their loaded ozen, wives and 
childrea, they fix upon a shady ajK)!, to unload the cattle; leav¬ 
ing die feraily and merchandize under the care of a guard, they 
drive back die empty oxen for a second loud: which is brought 
forwards, and deposited in their teals. The callle having rested, 
move on to the next station, with the first packages; retuniiDg 
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empty, they pruceetl Again with U>e second load, and dius contitine 
a trading journey, tlirnugbout ihe whole fair season, 'f'he van- 
jarrabs are prulectcd by alt gorerouicuts, pay llie staled duties at 
llie fWnitier passes, and are never molested. For furiber sccnnly, 
a bimu I generally a eoo in pan ies the caravan; the bhauis or eluir*- 
rolls, arc a caste feared and respected h_v all tlic Hindoo iriliea; 
on old worn an of tlial rlescription is a suiilcieiit pixHection for a 
wFiolu caraviin. If pltindcred, or ill treated, ivitbont repamtion, 
either the protecting hliaui, or one of die tribe, sheds hb blood in 
presence of the aggressorsj a dreadful deed, supposed to be al¬ 
ways followed by divine vengeaitce, 'Hie vsinjaiTttlis are likewise 
followed by eonjurors, astrologers, jugglers, innsicians, dancing- 
bears, dancing-snakes, monkeys, and various enteitajntnents; they 
gain a livelihood by what itiey receive in the camp, or pick up in 
the towns and villages througit which they pass. 

I'he pulant|uiu-bearer5 in iiuUa, are also a imppy people. I 
had the same set in Giizemt for many years. During a long 
journey, which they gencnrilly contrive to pass very cheerfuily, on 
rcuching i heir station in the evening, whether under a tree, a choul- 
rrifTt *^1* ^ shed, one immidiately ligluii a fire, and cleans the cook¬ 
ing Dlcnsils: another prepares tfie supper; the rtst chain[joc cuch 
other, or lie down to repose. A travelling set of bearers never 
consistJ^ of fewer lliaii eight; someliraes more; and in onr party, 
where each gunlleman had his own set of bearers, they made a 
considenible number. To prevent their falling asleep before the 
rice aud curry is ready, the wittiest man in Uie company com¬ 
mences a story, similar to ttiosc in tiie Arabian .Nights Enlcrtairt- 
ments, which ulwiiys gains attention and alfuids aiuiisemcnE. 
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IW in a Bujnble degretj Tt:semble ilic professed story-tellers 
who form pari of the establialiiDeut \a an oriciiUil court. 

Between Ranghur and Zinore, 1 slopped willi one of our party 
under a friendly baptan-iree. near a tank, tonelrcsh the bearera: 
a young and graceful Hindoo woman passed us in her way to a 
temple on the oppoa'ue side of the lake- Concluding she had gone 
^ thither on some religious visit, we took uu further notice; but in 
less titan half an hour she returned, carrying a bundle on her arm 
with such aiisious care as arrested our altealioit. Having tioihing 
of the kind when she first passed us, we iutiulred after the contents: 
smiling at the question, and removing tlie drapery, she shewed ns 
a fine infiinl, of wbicli she had just delivered heniciral tiic wnler- 
side, it# birth having unexpectedly hu pinned while walking to her 
own village at no great distance, whillier she theu proceeded. 
^rUe whole Ininsuctiop was begun; and finished wilhin tUe space of 

half an hour. 

The book of Exodus impUes something of this kind in a com¬ 
parison between tlie Hebrew and the Egyptian wotneii. Lady 
Wortley Montague makei similar observations on the Turkish, and 
Brydonc on Uic Sicilian females. But I should not have ventured 
to relate ihc Guzeral anecdote, had not Dr. Eryer, a professional 
man, made a similar remark. The Grnfoji women, at llteir 
labonis, seldom call mid wives: it is n profession only in esteem 
« among the rich and lazy ; the poorer, while they are labouring or 
** planliDg» go aside, deliver themselves, wash Uie child, lay it in 

o a clout, and return to work again/' 

Had this woman belonged to any of the ruinatural triiies of 
Guzerat, who practise female infanUcide; or had she been a 
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young ffidoiT dcvolctl Co oelibucj, whom jhe birth of her child 
, trouJd have doomed to infamy and loss of caste, she nn^t Ijcre 
have disposed of h as sijc thought proper, wiiiiout any Luraan 
wiluesa of the Iransaciion, anti subject to no ])unishmeiii but the 
remorse of her own coOBcience: forliifiately she was the wife of a 
peasant, and became the happy mother of a hue infauL 

The dtsiuDce from Ranghur to Zinorc is about eleven miles, 
through a [uijiuluus, w'dl-cultivaled country, nt that time under 
my care- Fjvnii the lo;v’d you descend the steep bank of the Ner- 
buiifla by more than a Imndrcd broad steps of he^vn slone» many 
yarils in c<jcleiU- 1'lns river is tlicrc a narrow sUTeain, me-iniJering 
a lovely scene of wogrovesi villages, and eulUvaled 
piaovs- IkhiikIciI by picturesque tiiifs anrl lofty mnunUuus. Ptir* 
chas^^ I'jturiins, two huoJreil yeitrs ago, tleseriiws Ouiseral as a 
gHr.ltn, where the traveller saw at once the grtodbest spring and 
harvest t.c h^d ever seen* Fields joining togethcri wdicreof one 
was green as ill meadow, ilic other yellow as gold, ready to he cut, 
of wheal lUtd rice. And all alpug goodly villugci^ full of trees, 
y^ding ufuiuhincc of frnits," 

Soon after leaving Ennghnr we came to the celebrated pass 
at Bowa-(XH:r, where the Maliraita armies ford the Nerbudda, 
when rushing (Itfrom the Deccan mountains, on these lovely 
phiins like a people of old, fierce and strong, with fire tlevour'' 
ing Ix'forc [hrnt, and behind thefri a flume burning; the land 
was Ukc tlie garden uf Ftlen before them, behind them a desolate 
wiUlei'ni^sand frmn them nothing should escape. Such a coun¬ 
try tu be so IrequciitJy subject to the cruel depredations i twice 
witnessed within six years, is truly painfiih Guzemt, cither in 
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Fei'tilitj or beauty, cannot eaiiily be exceedfJ* Tiic tract rauud 
(be imperial city of Abmedabad, and all that extensive ehani'^ 
paign vvatered by the Mihi and ^bennatty, id a perfect gaid^; 
its flat surface forming a variety from the inecjualitiea of landscape 
round Ziiiore- Hindosian^ though not destitute of pi>cts and 
bBlortans, cannot be styled classiic ground; but bad Homer, 
Virgil, or Horace visited tliis Paradise ui Nalinns," U»ejr would 
have caused it to vie willi Greece and I tidy. An orienitil Baia 
and Umbria would have courted their muse; ami the vale of 
Tempe would not have remained unnvallfiL The gardens of 
Alcinous, and the sireams of Til>er and Ciituuiiius bear avray the 
palm of antiquity; in every other respect the royal retreats at 
Alunedabad, and the noble rivers ofGuaeral, lar surpass them, 
Homer has exactly described the province of Guacrat, 

SiCT Winter miSm cn \hai sstpkimH diiWp 
" Thu fkJdiJ w wiUi im£idii>g pricoe i 

Frooi ike \A^ pule ikp wwh mdernefu hlawt 

** Mwiki the r^mai hailj or iskatlis 

Fcitr tbau iJI produ^ und nH pknti sb«wd^ 

** irum the fnzilJitl gcnS'is of \ht gnontid j 

** higli with liAHtj 

Aotl itm thui: 4(mrish in ctetinid gmn: 

** Eefrifiihmg AicCEf rhr imfrmnnf 

** gnrmteim imiinkg down thu fhiiftTii pliift. On VMib 

from Zinore we proceeded ten miles to Chandotle, which is 
esteemed by the Hindoos one of the most sacred spots Tn Gune-^ 
raCrwiuated in a romantic part of the province, among deep 
ravines and overhanging woods, oo the banks of the Nerbudda; 
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a jarouritc jnetlrcuiijini for that-class of brahmms who spend llieir 
lives in indolenceT apadiy, and. a re|>etiLicm of supersUlioas tiles 
and cereiDonies, wiLh whicii ihe generality of the Hindoos have 
lorEimatdy little connexion; althoug^i thie number of days appco- 
pnatccf to f^tivaJs and sacrifices for tbc>r respectiv'e detUes^ to 
which Uie people allowed to worship at Uid temples are enjoined 
observance^ amount to nearly one third of Uie y^r. I'he Hindoo 
religion has occupied so much of tliesc volumes, Utat further dis< 
Ciission W'ouirl be superfluous- Some queries were put to me by a 
aeasiblc friend, desirous of infornmLion regarding the recluse 
brahmins in the sacred seminaries of Ou^rat, ;vhich' 1 shall not 
withhold fnim those more capable of resolving them: a full decU 
si VC answer would explain many difficulties which now occur in 
tiie hmUminical etJiii's and religion. 

Co die brahnitiis consider the universal Deity, and the 
tient. or const h«U!», pt iiicipte tu human Daiurc, to be one and the 
same ileiug?^ 

If tlivy dO| under what nanie, or as what allribute of the 
Deity, or result of sense, do they respect and consider liim as 
forming itihercntly a part of huinan nature F For instance, 
whetlier as Bmhma, Yisnoo^ or Siva? or as love, power, or intel¬ 
ligence ? 

Do the brahmins consider the essence, of which sentitu^t or 
eonsciousness forms an inherent part, as it may constitute a part 
or the whole of the Deity, and a part of human nature, as an 
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essence pervading the creation m all its parts and forms ? For 
tostance, do they conjecture that stones or trees, or the cleinenu. 
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in any of their forms an<3 modifieationSi can hare any portion^ 
however ragtic, of scnsaiioa and cotusciousiriess? 

C:<n a Iitimun being, according to Ihe braluninical ideas, ac¬ 
cumulate witliin htmseif, or cause to liave iuduenee oa his uatum 
the essence of Lliu Deity surroutiding him, by auy operaLioa of 
ihoiight, seir-govemmeiUt amelioration of cbiuluct? and, can 
he lose, by a contrary condiicit or by any encourugemeiit of vi¬ 
cious passion willjiii him n portion of the Deity he iimy be in pos¬ 
session of* and lie thus indueuced I lie leas by its proximity r'* 

Fnim my o^vn knowledge 1 camiut explfeilly answer lltcse 
questions y many passages in Cruufurd's skelciics of ihc Hindoos, 
ctucidale them in a certain degree, “ Pytliagoms, returning from 
his eastern travels to Greece, taught the docifine of the tiietem|)sy^ 
cfiosb, and the existence of a Supreme Iteing, by whom the uni¬ 
verse vras cretilcd, umt by wliuae providence it is preserved* That 
die souls of muiJcind are einanaliona of that Being, Socmlea, 
the wisest of the ancient philosophers, seems to have iielieveiJ that 
the soul exiatiHl lieforc the body: and ihrtl death relieves It from 
those scenuMg contrarieties to which it is subject, by its union 
with our matei'iaV pari. Pluto (in conlormily to the opiniotis of 
the learned Hindoos) u^rled, that God infused into matter a 
pnvlipn of his divine spirit, which ariiniateii and moves it: that 
mankind have tan souis. of separate and different naturw*: the dne 
corruptible, the other humorial; thfil the latter is a portion of 
the divine ; that die moilal soul ceases to exist widi the life 
Oif the bo<ly; but the divine soul, no longer dogged by its union 
with matter, coulinues its existence, cither in a state of Imppmcss 
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or piLQisbmeat; dial llie souls of ibe virtuous reltirn, oRer dead), 
into die sou)^ from wlience ihey floweth while die soub of the 
wicked, after being for 3 ceriam lime confined to a place destined 
for dieir reception, are sent back to earth to animate other bodies, 
Aristotle supposed the soiib of niunkind to be portions, or cmunia- 
tions, of the Divine Spirits which, at .death, Lquit the bodv, and- 
like a drop of water falling into ihc ocean, are alworbcd into 
ihe divinity. Zeno, the founder of the stoic sect, taught that 
throughout nature tliere are two eternal qualities; the one active, 
Uie other passive; that the fomier is a pure ami subtle a:tl)cr, 
the Divine Spirit; and that tlie latter is lu itself eniirely inert 
until iinitcil with tlie active principle. Xlmt ttie Divine Spirit, 
acting ujion mutter, produced fire, air, watci', aud earth; tliat the 
Divine Spirit is the evident principle, and that all nature is moved 
and conducted by 'it. He believed also dial die soul of man, be¬ 
ing a portion of the Unktrsai Soul, returns, after death, to iu first 
source, ''Die opinion of the soul being an emanation of the 
Divinity, n ftkh ti tmiieved the Uindoor, and was professed by 
the Greeks, seems likewbe to have iiecn ndoplcd by the early 
Christians. Macrobius observes, Aniiiiarum originem mutiarc de 
cqbIo, inter recl^ phitosophitntes indubitatm constant eissc fidci. 
Saint Justin says, the soul is iiicorrupliblo, becauseiL emanates from 
God ; and his disciple, 'ratianus Uie Assytian, observes, that man 
having received a port ion of the Divinity ts imniortal as God hi' 
Sudi was the system of ihe ancient philosophers, Pyihagm- 
reans^ hrachtuans, and some sccU of Chrisliitns. Iti the aacierl 
volumes of the Iliodons hre these ussertiuns; ** Know that every 
lliirtg wliich is produced in nature, results from the union of 
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Kc^htru miiJ Keshlragrtn., matter and spiriL Jls the ali-moving 
Akmh {aether) &oni the mliiutcDcss of Its parts, pasdetb. eve^ 
where unufTectedj even so the omnipotent spirit remaloeth in tlie 
body onafTected. 'llie soul is not a thing of which n num timj 
say, it hatii been, or is about to be, or b to be hereafter; for it Is 
a tiling williout birth, constant and etenial, and is not to be dc- 
stroyeil. It b even a portioo of myself, that in this world ii 
the C/niveraal Spirit of all things, 1 am the Creator of all tbingis, 
and all things proceed from me. I am the soul, which is in the 
bodies of all things/ 

The last trait seems to convey an answer to the cjuestioiis of 
my ingenious friend, more clear and satisfactory^ than it is in my 
power to Oder, either from ratperinnee, or ojiy other authority. 

On leaving Chandode, wereluctanUy quitted the beauties of the 
Kerbtidda, on w hose banks we had hltlierto chlefty travelled. A 
stage of ten miles from the sacred groves aud seminaries of Chan- 
dodc, brought us to Dliuboy, wlicre I had the pleasure of enter¬ 
taining iiiy friends a few days bi die durbar; from whence we 
made excursions to Bhaderpoor, and other places within my 
jurisdiction, before we proceeded northwards to Brodera or Ba- 
roda, the capital of FuUy Sibng. It was gratifying to ohserve 
how much die population, indasiry, and commerce of the com¬ 
pany's districts were improved by the security, protection, aud 
encouragement of die English goveni men I; the sUindarcl of liberty 
had then been dying three years on the Gate of Diamonds at 
Dhuboy; when that noble dag was first dbplayed, the surround- 
ing country exhibited a scene of poverty, wretcheiltiess, and de¬ 
spair; in villages destroyed aud burnt by couteudiug armies; 
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cattte kiUed or <lrireii away; peasants emigrated, or compelled lo 
join the pluodenng liosts like beasU of burden. Tills dreadful 
system had been so frequently repeated, lljai when J took charge 
of the Dim boy purguiinas, no langue^ can describe thcli' deplo¬ 
rable state; and a few montlis aftenvardSf wbcti siurrouiidecl by 
the Muliratlu army, I have from lUc ramparts Ijebefd upwards 
of twenty villages in dames at tlie same time. Tlte first female in 
Eurtipe, when piiricess Charlotte of Meeklenburgh Strclilz, pathe¬ 
tically described a similar scene, in a letter lo Frederick the Great, 
king of Prussia, written when tljat atniable princess was not sir- 
teen years of age. I t ought to Ire mnscribed in letlefs of gold, 
and with a set of Cal lot's miseries of war, occupy a conspicnomi 
place in the cabiuci of eveiy sorei^ign and prime minister in die 
civilized world I 

jku at a loss whetlter I shall congratulate or condole 
wiUi your majesty, on yoiir late vicloiy, since the same success that 
bas co^'ered you with laurels, Las overspread the country of jVfeck- 
lenburgh with desolation, I know, Sire, that it seems unlwjcom- 
iug my sex, in this age of vicious rcfinenieot, to leel for one's 
country, to lament the horrors of war, or wish for the return of 
peace. I know you may dunk it more properly my province to 
study the arts of pleasing, or to turn my tlioughls to subjects of a 
more domestic nature: but, however unbecoming it may be in 
me, I cannot resist the desire of inierceding for this unhappy 
people. It was but a very few years ago that tliis territory wore 
the moat pleasing appearance; the country was cultivated, tlic 
peasant looked cheerful, and the towns abounded wiJi riches and 
festivity* "ffhai an allemiion at prwcnL from sucb a charming 


^ne I I iuit uui expert at (iescrlpiion, nor cm my limey add any 
lioiTdia to the picture. But aureiy even oontiueiora ihcmseh'es 
would weep at the hideous prospect now before me. The whole 
Country, iiiy dear coiuilry, lies one fnglii fuJ waste» pFeseiiling only 
objects to excite terror, pity, ami despair. The btishiess. of the 
husbandman and llie shepherd are quite discontinued; the hti^ 
band I nail and llic shepherd arc become Boldicrs themselves, at| d 
help to ravage the soil they formerly occupied. The towns am 
only inhabited by old men, wcaueu, and children ; pcrha|>5 here 
and there a warrior, by wounds or loss of limbs, rendered unlit ibr 
service,left at his door; his bitlc cliiUh-en hang roitiid him, ask 
an history of every wound, and grow ihemaclvcs sohlicw lieibre 
Ihfy find strength for die field. But this were nothing, did we 
not feel the altcmulc insolence of ctllier army, as It hap|ieus to 
advance or retreal. It is impossible to express the confusion 
even those who call themselves friends create; even those from 
whom we might expect redress, oppress^us with new calamities. 
From your justice, therefore,, k h that we hope for relief; to you. 
Sire, even children and women may complain, whose huuiatiky 
stoops to the tneauesi pelilion, and whose power is capable of re¬ 
pressing the greatest injustice.” 

Considering die incursions of the Gracias iuto my puigtmnas, 
and how much they had lately sufTeretl by war, they were then 
in a fiourishiug condition. Several occurrences in tlus journ^, 
noticed by the collcclor-gciieral, and the other collectora, tended 
to improve the statement we had before transmitted to the Bom¬ 
bay government,, resjiecting tlie landed-property, cullIvaLioD,aud 
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rcrenue of lUc Ea^UsU dialricta in Gu^crat, They were com* 
millmf to writing for that purpose^ tlie unexpected c^ion of 
Baroclie and all its dependencies to Mtiadajee Sciiidia, and llie 
I^lulirsttas, frustrated our phm. But as cite Bamclie purgunna, 
and other constderable districts in Guzera.li tmce more happilj 
ibnn a part of the British empire, I shall insert a brief recapilti* 
Jation of ilie prescut state of landed property tn India, from an 
excellent work lately published, which states iliat ** the country 
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is divided into large estates: some of them equal in extent to the 
county of York. All landed property belongs to the govern¬ 
ment, which lets the district u> a great renter, or zetuindar. Tins 
tenant dirides his estate into shares, which aguiii arc let lo inferiar 
lenters, llirough sereml gradations under dilferent names; so that 
before tlie land is ^ven to the peasant It goes through se% ciral 
hands: some smalls pots are possessed in perpctuiiy by persons Loid- 
iug a tenure something analogous to our perpetual fl'tsfirrin rcjili 
in Europe. Thus tve see that in Asia there is no class of men 
which answers to our landed interest The zemindars, as tliey 
first hold one district untl then another, may be rather considered as 
(raders in produce, and usurers to the cullivaior, and thus may be 
more pro|)erly deemed a part of the monied ioterest; of coum 
they hare no local atlachnicnt, nor any regard for tlie peasuntty. 
This system may well Kfccord with die despotic goVcrniiients of 
A»a, but cannot be at all ncccssafy to die support of an Europcau 
power established iu a comury whose genius dictates milder iiw 
sliUidons. 

If these iminense tracts were divided into smaller estates, 
fonuing a gradation down lo the peasant, who possesses a few 
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acres of land, the result would be a greulcr security of proi>erty» 
and siipctior cncouiagenicwi to imlnairv 5 an increase of people* 
aiul lLc clearing iinraense tmets of waste laud, wliicli now cover 

llie Imlf-desolalcd conulry of Bengal. 

“ As tiiir European systetn of landed tenure is unknown iu 
Asia* and inasnuieh as it is highly favoumble to the prosperity of 
the people, so It would bo opposite to die principle of public re¬ 
venue in India, where the revenue is.the rent of land. When 
once mankind had felt the good eflecls of this (Mjlicy, it would be 
to their interest that it should be durable; hence would arise a 
dread of again bcins under the doinin'ion of a native power. To 
say that it would make Llicm indcjicndent enough to enable them 
to raise the hand of rebellion against us, would testify ignorance 
of the temper and genius of the people. It would also iiiipTy 
tliat the servants of the Company would not know how to govern 
the whole coiuitiuiiily by balancing the diirercnt ordfcrs of society 
ugaihsl each other. The increase of confidence towards tile govern¬ 
ment which such a measure would* cause, must render the nccumu- 
lalion of w^llb and the establishment of a funded property more 
easy, and create a fresli tie on die HdeUty of the subject. It must 
animate him by every motive of interest, in the defence of « 
govemmciit on which his prosperity and ljap[Hoess depended. 
To this system it is dial Grisil Britain owes its stability in the 
midst of llie rcvolulions wiiich have convulsed all Europe. Man 
is^ in many respects the same under every climate, and the ino- 
ilvfi of personal interest is certainly the surest pledge of his 

fidelity. 

** In a country where the great body of the people are. poor 


husbandmen aiul artificers, and where the rich Lave no fixed or 
lajidt^d interest, little siippoit cau be expected from tlicro: parli- 
culaH^^ wlifia thej are uErder the dominion of strangers, in wbru^ 
presei'vatiou they cau have no personal inleresl, Tluis we see 
that it is in our power to, prolong the duration of our Indian em¬ 
pire lo a very distant periotl, if we have hut wisdom ami tintme^ 
to see things as they reallj arc, and acquire dear and distinct Ideas 
on ilieiu; and at last when our existence as a great and [>owerful 
|>eop]e sha11.be traced only In die page of histor}', {mlerity will 
attribute to us the glory of liaving wrought a change higltly im¬ 
portant to the prosperity of mankin<l|, and to llie foundation of 
civil government* in a region where degrading despotism had 
oppressed Uie natives, and arrested all improvement in society," 
LacKiE, 

From Dhuboy we proceeded to Brodcra, a city twenty miles 
to the Dorth-west. About mid-way we crossed tite river Dahder, 
then almost dry; but in the rainy season it is deep and rapid, 
The country was fertile and well cultivated, but prescnte<l neither 
hills nor uplands, to form the variety had been accostoiiied 
to near the Nerbudda, Tliere is indeed one exception on tlie 
right of this extensive plain where the mountain of Fuwaghur 
rears Its majestic Lead, and gives an unusual grandeur to itic land¬ 
scape; it stands Giitirely uncounecled, with a steep, bold, and 
rocky ascent on all sides. This extraordinary moiniUtin appears 
considerably higher than the Table-land at the Cape of Good 
Hope: but nesembles it in otlier respeeb. On the summit Is a 
strong For tress, belonging lo Mhadujee Scindiu, a Alaliratia chief- 
toxu, dl^ult of access* and (icemed unpregoable. 
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Brudenit the captlal of ihe Guicavrnr doinain in Guzcmt, 
aUuated in liie latitude of 15' 30" oortU, and Iff U' east iongt- 
lude. It then belonged to Fully Silmg» head of the G idea wars, 
bnt htid been fonnerly in the possession of the Moguls, to whom 
it IS intlebted for all its grandeur; ihe MaliraUas liaving neither 
taste nor desire of improvement* The fonificalious, like most 
others in this part of India, consist of slight walls, with lowets at 
irregwlar distances, and several double gates* Tlie town is inlcr- 
secled by two spacious streets, dividing it into four etjual parts; 
meellng in the centre at n inarkul place, couiaioiag a square 
pavilion, with three bold arches on each side, aud a flat roof, 
adorned, with seals aud Ibunlains. This is a Mogul building, as 
is every thing else that has the smallest clahn to grandeur or ele* 
gance* The Alahratta structures are mean and shabby, none 
more so than the durbar, then lately finished by FuUy Sihng; 
which resembles most modem Hindoo palaces, in ihe want of 
tasle and proponiou in architecture, and elegance in the interior 
decomlion. Many Indhm princes, Hindoos and Maliomedans, 
as also the wcaJlhy nobles liave a favourttc upper cliamber, with 
walls and deling covered witli mirrors of cyeiy size and shape; in 
the centre is a sofa, or a swinging bed, suspended from the roof, 
adorned with wrealhcs of mogrees, and cooled with rose-water* 
llcre^ the voluptuous Indian retires to smoke hb hookah, or waste 
hb time with a favourite from live haram. I'hb apartment b 
sometimes decorated with indcltcate painlings, in a wretched style, 
suited to tlieir depraved appetites; the oricnUib in higlj life are 
generally men of debaucliL*d morals and vitiated taste, wIhj have 
no idea of the pure and lender passion of love: 
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Nflo^Utib Usflf liiowof 
^ ThMft tbomamd dmficie*, ttmt dtilf flaw 
** Fmm fcmilr wodU ctwi tbciioiii j Exiiit «itb kir^M 
** Anil juwt 

Ill easicni liarams Uic heart Las hide share ia tlie tender passion. 
Asiatic love, devoid of semiment, means only sensnajity; its 
elegant reliiieraeDts and chaste endearments are unknown. Prom 
tlie confined education and retired liabits of female life in India, 
tlie women have no idea of intellectual enjoyment^ their ordinary 
puTSuits are trifling, their amusements childish. To have childTen, 
fine clothes, and abundance of ornaments, seem to be the grand 
objects of their wishes. 

The Hindoo women are fond of fretiuenllng their temples, 
aiid performing the enjoined sacrifices; the Mahomedan females 
seldom attend public worship; ihk by no means implies Uiat 
ihev do not pray at home: nor does die Koran* as many imagine, 
inculcate the doctrine'that women have no souls; neither does it, 
as alles^d* deem Uiem incapable of enjoying a sUualion in the 
voluptuous paradise of .the Arabian prophet. On the conlraiy, 
there arc many passages in the Koran, which give ihcm an equal 
title to that bappiness, as ilic otiier sc^: these arc ex]>licll. 
» ’VV'hosoevcr doeth good* wliethcr he be male or female, and Is 
« a tnie bdiever, shall be admiLted into Paradise. On a certain 
d-iy, thou shall see the true believera, of both sexes; llieir light 
« sJiall run before them, and on their tight hands: and it shall 
« be said unto them, gwal tidings unto you Uiis day; gardens 
tlirough which rivera flow* ye shall remain iJierciD for ever." 

The remains of Mahomedan mosques and splendid tombs,. 



270 


in ihc Brodcra groves, add a sombre beauty to ihe 
scenery near tlie capita], Tbcy coniain many superb mauso¬ 
leums to Ute memory of wcaltliy Moguls, and humbler tombs, 
or graves of turf, tor the inferior classes. In these cemeteries 
arc displayed the amiable propcnsiucs of the female character: 
to tlicse cousecrated spots the Maliomedan matrons repair, at 
stated anniversaries with fairest flowers to sweeten the sad grave.** 
Tbc gntnd tombs are oflen splendidly illuminated; but the 
meanest heap of turf has its visitors to chant a requimn, light a 
little lamp, susjiend a garland, or strew a rose, as aa aflectionate 
tribute to departed love, or separated friendship. 

The funeral cereniomes of the Mahomedans in Gu^tat, and 
other parts of India, resemble tJjosc in TurkeVf Puisisi, and ^\rabja. 
"W'idowa and miiiroits", like the apeient Pr^e/ic^r, are hired to 
w]ecp and wail, and beat upon their breast with loud lanicii- 
tatloDs. 

If Hon. Onrt- 

** Smmog upon bw bresm^ be begno fo ^fbideliii hewt.* 

This was pracibed, * not only amongst liie Greeks, but adoj>ied 
bj the Jews and many other nations. Tiie howling and lariien- 
tat^n, on such occasions, by the vociferous females in the suburlw 
of Baroche, frequently reached to Vezelpoor, and disturbed tlie 
Lranquillily of our retreat It is to these noisy exclamations, railier 
tlian to Um dignified and aflecting effusions of silent sorrow, to 
which Lucan alludes. " With hair dishevelled, and smllten breast, 
*twas thus she spoke her grief.'* 

" EdiiiB* UtilatB cnaus, coticqasqua pccltH 
” Verbrtasw oibrii.-tic ouJcit* pnifiUtir." 


Many Mahomedaiis reside in ilie stuaifer towns and villages 
of Guzcrai: tLey engage but little in agriculture or luaouractures, 
leaving tiie operaltonsi of the loom, and the toil of bnsbandry to 
die more patient and laborious ilimloos i commerce and. war 
ibi'ni the pnncipt\l pursuits of the Mussulmans. 

In the environs of Brodera arc some very expensive l>own^, 
or wells, with grand flights of sicpa descending to the water, 
. through rows of atone pQIars aud pilaslers; these noble resenrolrs 
' are generally charitable donations from the rich and great, both 
Hindoos and Muhomedans. The largest of the Brodera wells is 
a magnificent work, witli the following inscription over the portal, 
in the Persian character; of which I insect die iranshniou, as a 
spednicn of such dedications^ 

IS THE XAME OF ALLA 1 
THE OOD OF UFllCV BEJfEFlC EIiC£ f 

GOD IS OXEI 

.iXD THE GOD WIlO SENT MAUOUET INTO TltE WOULO, 

Jaffier Kban Ben Vazalmoot, viceroy of Guaerat, was grent, 
successful, atu) mighty in battle. Brodera was under Ills com- 
‘ntatulhe was an ofiicor high in rank aboi c all ofiiccrs, and iHg- 
nlficrl, by the king his master, with the most lioitouruble tides. 
By his favour, Soliman his elite/ minisier was appointed governor 
of Broderaj wlit're, by the blessing of Alla, lie accuniuhited 
great ridics, and employed ihetn iu works of charity and beac~ 
fiance. By him, this work of beauty, strength, and adiniratiph, 
was, by the Divine permiusion, eotnpIottMl on the first day of the 
ttianih Raacb, in the 807(h year of the llcjira. 
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Tbc st^ps to Solimaa's well at Brodera^ were truly grand; 
In the incethig between Eltcaer and Rebecca, at tbe well lo 
Mesopotamia, k U particularly mentioned that Rebecca went 
down to the well to draw water; frotu whence, after hjiTlng filled 
her pilcheft she came up, possibly by one of these llights of steps. 
Ferbaps also the ear-ring was the same as that which is now worn 
on the nose by Uie Hindoo aromeu; for ti is espressly said in 
mentioning the omamculs and jewels, provided for the occasion, 
that Eliczer put the ear-riog (singular) u|ion the damsel's 
face. 

The water of Soliman's well is reckoned extremely pure, and 
is much sought after. When llie oriental princes and great men 
travel, tliey generally have the water whicli they are aceuslomed 
to drink carried M'ith them, cither in cardieit jars, or leather 
vessels, called pacauleys. This is a wholesome custom, as the 
variety of water on a journey is the cause of many disorders, 
especially lo those who neither mingle it with wine, nor drink 
any other liquor. Aumngzebe carried It with him from Hellii to 
Caclietnire. The opulent Hindoo travels with the water of the 
Ganges; the ancient kings of E^irtliia were .iceompanied by the 
water of the Choaspes. David, when surrounded by the Philis¬ 
tine army, longed to taste of the water from the well ai Bethlehem, 
his native place; three mighty men of valour bmke through the 
Philistine host, and brought him the water. 

Near Brodcra is a stone bridge over ihe river Biswamintree, 
consisting of two ranges of arches, over each other. I do not 
inlntion this construction as l>eing curious, or elegant in its archi- 
teclnre, but as the only bridge I ever saw in India, Jn Gnmat 


Uie rivers arc generally chisseil in ferry-iioais, <>r llie iniveller ewn- 
tinues his joumoy aiQng; The banks Lo lire nearesl ford. During 
tlie raiiij season^ when llie rivera swell suddenly, aud irm vvilU 
ainazthg velocity^ 1 have been obliged to cross tlieni on a tiglit 
plalforiii, fixed on empty earthen pots, tlraggetl over by ropcfl, 
Tliis is sometimes a dHngcroiis exjicnineiit, especially when any of 
l)ie pots break, 

Brodera b ulntndanily and dieaply supplicti with excdlent 
provisions; witli mutton:, beef, and kid, at a peiuiy per pound.; or 
a u'liole lat Jamb or kill Jbr llllcen pence; poultry is not bred 
much, except near Uie English settlements in CnifcrEt; but deer, 
hares, partridges, quitils, and water-fowl, are extremely cheap and 
plentjfuL Ckanpared with the jincc of provisions at Ikimbay, 
these were imcornnionly low, ami yet they were extravagant to 
the co(SL of similar arlides iii the nortbeni parts of Uie Bengal pro¬ 
vinces, and some distiicU through which General GodtLard's army 
marched in llidr route to SuraL I'lie officers commanding the 
Bengal t>attalluns of sepoy's, iheti stallonod at Brudera, informed 
me they had in those countries purchased a fine ox for three ru¬ 
pees; six slieep, or as many fat lambs, IW one rupee; and five 
doxen of fowls at the same price; wild hogs, deer, and hares were 
extremely abundant; fiamingos, wild ducks, and feathered game 
still inoro so. la plentiful seasons* every kind of Indian ^in was 
procurable by tlie poorest peasants; they c*ould buy upwards of 
three hundred pounds weight of rice for a rupee; juartee, bahjeree, 
and inferior grain propoiUonably cheaper. 

In such a country none can complain of poverty; and thmfigh- 
ouL the province of Guxeral the general wants arc few, compared 
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with those of the natives in colder ctiuiatcSt particularly in houses, 
i'uel, anti raimetil. GJsTe a poor Hindoo his cocoa-put hubbte- 
babblfit or sraoking machine; a shady tree, near a tanh Jbr his 
beverage and ablutions; and a ^ lUagc bazar to purchase a little 
rice and tobacco, and he peribnns a long journej i)erfecity t^oit- 
tented. Poor indeed must be the spot vrUich cannot supply him 
with those necessaries; T never luct witli any so desolate in the 
course of my travdi. Foe in Kindostan a«* no ruthless deserts or 
pathless plains, common in Persia and Ambsa; ihose arid tracts 
wluch Buffon so arbnimbly describes in a few wonls; Qii'on se 
figure un pays sans rerdiirc, etsaus cau; uii sotcit brulaui, tin del 
toujours des pldnes sablancusc, des inuntugiies encore plus 
ancles, sur les quelles Tieil se tent, el Ic n^rd sc perd, saus pou' 
Toir s'anetcr sur aucuu objet vivant,'* 

ir I vrere to point out Uie most beauiifetl part of India I ever 
saw, I should fbc upon tlie province of Gu;Eerat. If 1 were to de¬ 
cide upon the most delightful part of that province, I shonld with¬ 
out hesitaliou preler ihe purgunnas of Brodcra and Neriad, The 
crops in the Oliver districts may be equal in variely and abun¬ 
dance, but ibe miraber of trees which adorn the roads, the rich¬ 
ness of the mango topes Toutid the riliages, ihe size and ver- 
dtire of the tamariud trees, clothe the country with uncommon 
beauty, such indeed as 1 never saw to so^great an extent in any 
other part of the globe. 1'here is, besides, a voluptuous sdiincas, 
if’] mnv uie tfie expression, in an Indiau landscape, a serenity iu 
the atmosphere, and a quietness in the road during a tuoming 
or eveamg ride In the coot season, not generally known in 
£tiro{Ve. 1 am almost tempted to say, that tlie lotoscoTered takes, 


ftnd tlicif ovcrsbtwlo'Sfuig liave a wore chccrtul and 

briliiaot 5 f>pi’iiTaricc lhati tii the surtoimdittg dlstriclsi llie sweet 
variety of llie redt wiiite, mid blue lotosi {jentlv agitated J>y tlic 
breeze, or moved by die «poUed halcyou alightitvs oo the stalks, 
with the rails and water-hen^ lightly running over ibc foiia^-, are 
altogether lovely. Our tents were pitched in one ot these delight¬ 
ful situations on the margin oi' a lake, al^oul a injle from the walls 
of Brodcra. 

I do not know whether tliC seed of tlwJ lotos is eaten, or put lo 
any other use in India, nor can 1 ascertain the variety of these 
plants in dlfTerctit parts. Kusmihius sayp iheve arc many kinds 
of lotos: he thinks Huinei si>eaks of it ns an herb, for he calls it 
and adds, tliat there is an Egyptian lotos, «lueb Herodo¬ 
tus affirms grows abundaully in the Kile, rcscmiiliiig a lily; tlie 
Egyptians take out the pulp or seed, dry it in the sun, and bake 
U as bread; this I think cannot be any of tlie class in IJindostan. 
Aihcnffius, in his Deipnoaopldst, quotes a deseriptioii of llie Ly- 
bian lotos, from Polybius, which was used as food by the natives; 
but timt also differs very much from the lily of the Nile, or the 
nvmpheaof Hindostan. Did any of the harmless Hindoos eat 
the seed or fruit of this plant, as they convert its leaves into 
dishes and plates at their own vegetable meals, they would exactly 
answer Homer's description of the innocent loiophagL 

Al ynph TPT toiidb'd# bf tnJ t0«j 

** Tbe IvibI of ud Uw flowery com | 

** Wu dim&'d tia* boBcfae Hid ipnagt dt w^er foiiiid, 
r* Tbcti iprad cmr migiil i»itqiu:t oil tlir - 
if |iiMpio iliCi'c 1}^ kind lo iiorr^n gu^i 
** Tliey eat. they dnnt. and iiATWC gt^a ^ 5 
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" Tjie itvn aimuiJ the* all ibetr food jwoduM, 

*' l4to« tlic ri B Tiir ; ditine. imiincoiB jidcE! 

{^'hfuiQB CjtU‘4 lotojilmgQ which wbosu Ijoif), 

Imxtiate riot* b) the iwert repMK." Odtukt, 

Tliree valualik articles might l>e cultivated in Gu^scmi to ,i 
much greater extent, whicli ivould jfield an ample prtjht, if the 
speculation did not intericre with the West India trade to Eng¬ 
land; these arc the sugar-cane, tobacco, and indigo; the fusiiii- 
atioe of these productions, wheti planted in a congeiiluJ soil, indi¬ 
cates die source of wealth that would accrue to ihc cultivator on a 
larger scale, without encroaching on the rpiota of land set apart 
for the necessary auppljf ot' com, oil, and pulse of various Itidds. 
Mulljctries of three different sorts flourish in the Cu^ral sardciis; 
the small red, the white, and a long curling kind, flanging in ap- 
pearance like so many caterpillars. Each of these kinds grow from 
cuttings without the smallest trouble; they only require to be 
stuck in the ground in the rainy season, and lake llieir chance 
nft^wards. I'lius silk in any quantity might i>e produced in vari. 
ous pUTgunnas, Opium perhaps would not l>e so productive in all 
places where the poppies would grow ; nor is it desirable, from 
the fatal purpose to which it is converted in most parts of Jntlin 
and China. Hemp and flax would flourish in the northern dis- 
tricU, aifd cotton is a staple commodity of Giizcrat. 

The vUlages in the Brodera patgunna, like lljose of the adjacent 
di«ricls, arc seldom more Uian two miles from each other. I'lie 
natives all live either in towns or villages; a single farm-house, or 
even a separate cottage, is not often seen: incursions of wild 
beasts, and in many Iracis of wilder men, is a sufficient reason for 
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iheir it welling near eacli ollierx mUiin ibe village fence of mud 
walk and niilk-busli hedges* Bamboos, jdauied for lhal piir|K>!se, 
lurm a very strong l>oiindary. Cattle are never laft out at nlglit 
in the vilhtgc pnsturGS. 

It was dojadful to iiiiuk lluit the inhabitants of ilm earthly 
paradise groaned under the most oppressive despotism. Compared 
with the governmcni of the Brodcra chieftain, n Mogul prince 
appears a noble character; but even llic taller loses much when 
coiiirasicvl with the ancient ffindop rajalm. Surrounded m they 
were by wealth and sjdendor, there was something pati turchal in 
their style of adrainistcaiion, which, by delegated authority, per- 
Taded the most distant provincKs. A retrospective view of oricii- 
lal history carries us to a time of great simplicity—to ‘something 
like llte golden age of the poets, when virtuous princes on the 
throne, and a religkm unadulterated by modern brahminism, pre¬ 
vailed throughout Uie empire. Of such a dimaie, such a country, 
aiid such a sovereign, it may be truly said, that blessed of the 
Lord was the land, for the precious things of heaven, the precious 
things of the earth, and for the precious fniib brought forth by the 
sun: for the chief things of the mountains, and ilm precious thinj^ 
of the UilU; for blessings which distil as the dew, and ns showers 
upon thegrassl thuL he might cat the Increase of his fields: butter 
of kine, milk of sheep, and kidneys of the wheat; that he might 
suck houcy out of the rock, and oil out bf Oic thnty rockT 

Futty Sihng completely re versed this benevolent portrait of the 
ancient Hindoo rajahs. He thought kimself under a necessity of 
paying attentioo to the Eugiisii chief of Ikrocim, with several 
members of hb council, and suitable attendants, iravelliitg ilirougfa 
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bi* disiricls. No sooner were our tents pitched near tbc waiis of 
Biwiera than lie sent his cUopdais, or tieralds, with a friendly mes¬ 
sage, aceotn panted with a present of fhiH and sweetmeats, and re- 
*iuealing the honour of a visit at the durbar. We accepted his 
nittUitioti the same evening, and were amusedlis usual with danc- 
music, betel, and sherbet, and received the customary 
presenlfi, but all in a very iinprincely style compared with the Per¬ 
sian and Mogul eDtertainmeub at Cambay. The generality of 
Hindoo princes, when contrasted with the highest class of Mussul- 
mans, am m«m and sordid : avarice and ambition mute in both ; 
Imt Ute courteous behaviour and dignified iwliieucss of the Mogul 
arc far more engaging than the unpolished manners, mingled with 
the disagreeable pride of the Mahraita sirdar. 

Fully Silmg was a remarkable iosiance of tlie blended charac* 
tcristics of pride, avarice, and a sordid diajw«iUon, As a prince 
he had many names and titles; the principal were Fiitly Silmg 
Row, Guicavrar, Sham sheer Bahadur. As liead of the GrnVflovrr 
family, that of tvns most preeminent: the last appel¬ 

lation alludes to the prowess of a military chiefuiia. Fully, or 
FuUeU Sihng, implies the ** Har„ of FVctnry." 'Ihe horn haJ ab 
sfays been a figurative ejprcasion iii Asia for power and dignity. 
David aaya to his eoemics, » Lift not up your horn on higlf'^pf 
himself, My honi shall tlum exalt like the hom of an uniconi;" 
or raUierihe rtiinoceros, it being a most ofjeasive weapon in that 
ammal. In J^byssinia the Imm, according to Bruce, is worn as an 
ornament by the nobles and great men, and bound upon the fore^ 
head in the days of victory, preferment, and rgoicing; on which 
occasions they are anointed with new, or sweet oil; a circum. 
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Stance which. David expressly unites with that of Hfting up, or 
erecting the horn* I low far this visible boro might liavc added 

m 

to the princely appearance of Tulty Siting I cannot determine; 
without it, hecertaidy had no dignity, l>eing -sUort of stature, of a 
dark complexion, aii3 mean appearance- He was ilieii forty years 
of age, had Ijceii tnarried loscvera! wives, but had only one child, 
betrothed » little time before to a young inau of family in tlie 
'Dcccan. fully Sibng stMit a chopdar to me at Dhuboy, willi a 
letter of invitation to the wedding, then cdebiating at Btodera at 
a gnrat expense, and of long coiitinuaivce. Tiie Ictier, as usual 
from oriental princes, w'as written on silver paper, dowered with 
gold, with an additional sprinkling of snfifrtm, enclosed under a 
coverof gold brocade. The letter was aocomjianicd t>y abagof 
crimson and gold keetn-canb, filltxl w'ilb 9weci-scq;iti.'d seeds, as a 
mark of favour and good omen, Tor on these occasions brah- 
minical astrologers and sooUisayers arc always {uirtictilarly con¬ 
sulted. 

For several reasons I declined acccpilogFultyS(ling's invitation 
to Uls daughter’s wedding, especially on atx^ount of tiic presents to 
be given and received on the occasion; for gifts at tlieac oriental 
Tidts are farfroin being always disinterested, or outward tokens of 
friendship, especially at a Mahmila durbar; a return of equal, if 
not superior value, is generally expected. In a late British embassy 
to Malii RAjuh Doulut Rao Scindia, one of the great MahralU 
princes, after a polite rccc|Hion and the etiquette usual at a first 
public visit, the khiiutSy or presents, were brought in, consistuig of 
eight trays for the ambassador, filled with sliawls, muslins, tur¬ 
bans, and brocades: and one for each of the gentlemen who ao 
a 


I 




280 


roinpapied him, in which were a pair of sbawis, a piece of bmra<te, 
a piece of muslin, a lurban, &c. *]’he Mali Rajah ihcit 
wtili his own hands b. sirpech, orornameni of erriemlds upon the 
ambassador's hat; one of llie sirdars did tlic same by ihe other 
gentlemen, after having first offered the Jewel to betotidied by iJtc 
sovereign's band. Oltar of roses, spices and beiej were then dis- 
tnbiiled in the same mannia-by his highness to the ambassador, and 
by one of ins chiefs to tljc rest of the party. V\ hen they took leave, 
a horse and mt elephant, oeilhcrorihemoftntich value. Were waiting 
without for tbo ambassador's acceptance. The visit was not re- 
turned until ten days afterwards, in consequence of some disputes 
having arisen respecting the number of prtsents to be given to the 
Mai. Rajali and his suite. One hundred undJiflff were”ai first d^ 
iiiaiided, whic^ were afterwards reduced to str/y-seirw. This 
species of aritliinetjc was so well understood at the mean and mer¬ 
cenary court of the Brodera^ chieftain, Umt I pretended business, 
and absented myself from the nupiiab, where L Hii(tersiood every' 
thing was conducted with an ostentatious parsimony peculiar to 
a Mahraua durbar; for the Mogul princes, as tar as ihuir declin- 
iiig fortunes admit, still preserve a degree of splendor, taste, and 
generosity, unknown among modem Hindoo sovereigns, of whom 
rutty Sibng was j^rhaps one of the meanest. 

The wedding:of Va^eer Ally, eldest son of Asuf-ud-Dowlal. 
nabob of Oude. celebrated at Lucknow in 1795, was one of ihj 
most magnificent In ms^ern times. 1 ts description by an eyc-vaU 
ness, forms a splendid contrast to ihe shabby proceedings at liro- 
dera, and far eAcoctfe any tiling I had an opporluiiitv of seeing 
mnongst the prina^ ofGuaerat. or during my residence in IndiJ 
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** All ihc omralia 4uid great men of the enyrury were mvited tathis 
festivitj, and a parly of LitgUah ladies and genileincn weiii lo llie 
celebmlibn on cleptiwil^ CJvjjarisoiied. The imboh Und lits leiitii 
pitched on the plains,-iieiir the city ol Lueknow: among the timn-^ 
her were iwo remarkably target made of si mug col ton doth* lined 
willi the finest KngJish hroad-cbili, tot in stripes «f diUdent 
Goloiii:s, with cords of silk anti cotton, 'i’heae two rents cost five 
lacs of rupct^» or above fifiy LliousanU pouiuU sta ling: they were 
eadi an* Inmdrcd and twenty feet long, sixiy hivjad, and the fmlcs 
ahciul staily feel high: llie walls of the iciila wert’'ton I'cei high: 
pan of them were cut into la trice-work for ihc womeiM>f lire na¬ 
bob’s seraglio, and those of the principal nobihly, to m:i‘ ihmndn 
In front of rite tent pivparetl for our reception waso hitgesbu- 
mccana, or awning, of fine English hrojid-clolh, supported on sixty 
poles covered with stiver : ihis awoiug was uhotil an hintdn d fi'ct 
long and as many hxjad. W't werojrectnvcd willi grcyi jmfiu-iicss 
by the nabob, who conducted its to one of the lui'gt »t Icnb jivs> 
lined for the iiicn, where wc sal for about im hour. Mt4 highncaa 
was covered with jewds, to the uiiiouni at Icatfl of two tnillioni 
sterling. E'roiu tlmncc we removed to the sUmnceniia, which was 
illuniinaled By tw'O lurridrcd degant ginmtlulcs fnnn Etiro^ie, as 
many glass shades with wa.x candles, and several hundred liaiU' 
hi!aux ; the glare and reflection was thtitiiiiag, and ofi'citMive to the 
sight. When seated under this ei lens! re ritnopy, uhovc a ImtidiVd 
daaciug*glrls, richly dressed, went throttgh llidr elrgaiii. hiit lu- 
ihcr lascivious dances and motions, and sun^some sufi airs of die 
country, eliieily Persic and Miudno* Persic, ^ Atiout seven rAdock, 
the bridegroom Vazeer Ally, the young imbub^ made his apjtcut' 
vot. 111. ^ o 
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aricCf so absurdly loaded with jewels Ltiat be could scatceljr slaggcr 
utulcr iht ptvetous weiglit. TJie bridegroom was about thirteen 
years of age, Uie bride ten; they were U>tli of a durk complexion, 
and not handsome. 

“ from die sbuniecana we proceetied on deptiants to ou cxicii'- 
sivc and Ijcaaliful garden, aljottl a mite disiaiii. 'I'lie iwocession 
was grand beyond conception : it consisted of above twelve hun¬ 
dred deplumes, rlddy capiirisoncd, drawn up in a regular line like 
a regiiiicitl of soldiers. Aljout a liuudrcd dephauts iii. the centre 
had lioudas, or castles, covered with silver; in the midst of ihesc 
appeared the nabob, inoujite<l on an uaeomnionly large dcplianl, 
witliin a boudah covered with gold, ricidy set ivitb precious stones. 
Tlie elephant was caparison(;:il with clotli of gold. On his right 
hand was Mr. Gcorgc JoIinsLoiic, tlic Bnrisb resident at llic cotirt 
of Lucknow i on Iifs lefl the young bridogioom*; ilie Englj.sli gen- 
tlcmcn und iudjcs and the native tiobdity were tnlerititiEcd on the 
ri^il and left. On twitb sides of the road, froiy the lents to the 
garricn, were raised arlifrciat scenery of bamboo-ivork, very lni»li, 
repre^nling Imsiions, arches, minarcLs, and Imvcrs, covered with 
Hehts in glass lainjis, wbidi mailc ii grand display. On each side 
of the procession, iu front of the line of elephants, were dancing 
girls superbly dressed, (on plutforiiis supported mu! oarried by 
bearers) who danced as wc went along. TJicse platibrms consisted 
of a bttndred on each skle of the procesaioji, alt covered with gold 
and silver cloths, witli two girls and two iiiusicians a.t each plat¬ 
form- ^ 

« The ground from the tents to the garden, forming the road 
on which we moved, was witli lirc-works; al evei'V step of 
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the elephants il^ earth burst befi>re ug, am! threw up artificial 
stare ill ihfcheiiTens, to emulate those crttitcKl bj the ham! of Pro¬ 
vidence (ieaides itiuuiiierahle rockets, and many liundfed wooden 
shells Llml li.nrsl in the and shot forth a ilujusand fiery serpents; 
these, wiivdiu? through the aiimwplicre, iUuminaietl the sky, aud, 
aided by tlie ligljt of the l^ainljoo scenery, turned a dark night into 
a bright day. Tlie procesaioii moved on very slowly, to give time 
for the fia-works inlaid in the ground lo go t>fl‘ The whole of 
this grand scene was further tiglued by above lluec ihoiisaiui flam* 
beaux, carried by men hin^d for the occasion. In lliis nnmndr 
we moved ou in stately pomp to the gariU-u. which, ihougli only 
a mile off, wc look two hours Ui reach. When wc amvetl at the 
garden gale we descended from the dephnnts and entered^ die 
garden, Illuminated by iuimmemble tmtispareut paj>er lamjjs, or^ 
lanieriis, of various colours, su»i)emlcd to the brandies of the trees. 
Ill the centre of the ganien was a large edifice, lo which we as¬ 
cended, and were ini rod need into a gmnii saloon, adorned with 
girandoles and jiendanl lustres of English raannracture, lighted 
with wax candles. !lere we had an elegant and sumptuous cob 
Itttiou of Eunn>ean and Indian dishes, with wines, fruits, and 
sweetmeats: at the same lime above a hundred daiidiig-girU sung 
their sprightly airs, ami i>cTffmncd tJidr native dances. 

« Tlius pusswl the time until dawn, when we all Tcturncd lo 
our respective Jiomes. delighted and woiulerHstriick with this en¬ 
chaining «cene. 'vhich surpassed in splendor every eiik-rlaintncnt 
of the k^nd beheld in this country. The affable nabob rightly ob¬ 
served, with a little Astatic vanity, that such a spectacle was never 
before seen in India, and never would be seen agam. The whole 
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«po«E« of this marriage feusU ivhidiwas repei^ted fur thn-e sue* 
cessWe n'lf^hts in the satne manner* cost upwardit of lIir.'O liundred 
tlioiisand pounds sterling/' 

“ AsuAud-DowIaltf since deceased, was the mm of the famous* 
or rather infamous Shujali-iul^Dowhihp nabob of 0tide, who was 
compiered by the arms of tiie Urilisli East IikIju compmiy, rUrceL- 
ed by the iiivim ilde Clive, lie died in 1775, leaving ditr ubaraeier 
of a Ixild, cntcrprizHig, and rajmcioiis prince. Jlis son, ^^tsuf-ud* 
Bowlah, succeeded lo ihe goreniirienl by the assbUmce of the Ihist 
India compjinj. Mild in manners, polite and Affabic in bi^ ctm- 
durt, he pos^scssctl no great mental powers; Uis hharl was gO(^), 
considering hia edncalioB.^wtncli instillerl tlie moat (irspr>tic ideasL 
He was ^nil of lavishing Ins Ireasuran on gardens, palaces, horses, 
elcphnnb, Enrojiejin giins, lustres, and Jiiirroci. ITc expended 
every year about two himdred thtiusand |)Ounds in Eugliah ma¬ 
im factures. 'lljis nabob had more than an hnndred gatdeos, 
twenty palaces, twelve liuiidred elephants, three tliousmid fine 
saddle hiir^s, fifteen InmilrcdHlimide-barrel gima, seventeen hnn- 

dfud superb lustres, thirty lUousand slmdes of various form a^d 
colour: several hundred large mirn)r^, gimndolee, and clocks : 
some of Umj latter were very curious, richly set « iLh jewels, having 
figures in continual moveoieiil, aud playing Imies every hour; two 
of Uic^ clocks cost him ihiity liioufland pcjunds. WiihoUL lusie 
or judgment, Im was cxtreinety solicitous to possess all ilmt was 
elegant amHrare; he hud instranients ami njachities o^ even art 
and science, but he knew none: mid his nmseutu was so ridicn* 
loualy displayed, that a wooden cnckoo clock was placetl dose to 
» superb time-piece which cost the price of a diadem ; anri a vahi- 
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able Itindsenpe of, Claude Lorraine suspended near a board puitiied 
wall ducks atttl dmkes. He sodieiimcs gave a dinner to ie« or 
twelve persons siH^ng at tlieir oase in a cari’inge drawn bj ele- 
pliains, Hb iiarum contained above five bundix-d of the ^atesl 
beiiutres of I ndia, 'tmiiuired in bigb waJb whicL iliey were never 
to leavc^ except on their biers. He tmd an imitiense number of 
domestic servaiilsj and a very large anny* besides being fully pro* 
tccteci from hostile invasion by (he coiiipiiny^s subsidiary forces^ 
for which he |miU five hundred thousand pounds |>cr annum. His 
jpweli aihoutiteil abrmi eight rnidiond sterling. 1 saw him iit 
the tnidsl of this ptieciotis trejisure, handling them as a child does 
his toyL. r. .SjuiTn. 

1 do mu insert Putty Sil^g^t nuptial inviiaiiorip nor any of his 
IcLleri to me during niy residence at Hhuboy : t lie eon tenb were seU. 
dom interesting, and the slyto tar from elegant. A Idler from 
MTixa Zutnmuin, vbicr at Ctunbay. has afToided one s[)ef'tnimi of 
Pcrsiiiii writing i llic tw'o following, from a l^lahoiiiedau and Hin¬ 
doo sovereign, of v^ry dffti'ri;ut diamcfers, will be a siitlicieni 
illustration of modern oriental cpislk-s. For the first, from the 
celebrated IJyder Ally Khuiin, and the tineotJole iiccotiipaiiying 
it, 1 am indebted to Sir James SibbalJ, rornierly ambassador rtl 
the court of that nabob ^ Ibr ihc lttttcr,,‘to Sir Charles Maid, who 
fillet! the same eJiaractcr at the Mahmtta diirbar, 

III die rainy smsoii of!#lid, during the war which the East 
India Goipjnmy were then carrying oir agaiuat flyder Ally, Sir 
James Sibbnld proeedled fcoin Tdlicherry to Cohubatoor, wheix: 
Colonel ^Vood commanihul a daiacUtJteiit from the Mailras uriny, 
in order to obtain in formation of the state of the waf in that part ' 
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counifTt ^ cO'Operation {nigUi liesitloptcd 

will) the ikiiiihity preiidencv, fur the re.ncMVJil oritmiiUlicd uguin&l 
hb pt>s!ics5k>»$ on the Mtilnbar coast, ftt itie o]>cmng of tlie fuir 
season.' Ou airi^iug at Cotuitwiifjor, he found Colout'l Wood'^s 
fletucluiieiU liad taken posst'ssion of the grentesL part of lliul 
province: the iiabf>b hintHdf, ^vitti a force, t^chii; i^tnploj^etr 

in obstructing tiie opcralions of Colonel Smith, in coinniHiicI ofthc 
main uriny ihcii at Cukh, an<l pfepanng for the sic^c of Ikngar 
loro. The tlifficiiUy of bringing Hyder u> a pitched battle threat¬ 
ened destruction to our adhirs; for hb Tnr:>{)e of Carrying an the 
war by avoiding any decisive eiigagemeni, and by eoittug off our 
supplies of provisionSf obliged us to abandon the atlvuntngca 
almost ns soon as by coni|Hfitlnir .a )tii>Ly retreat for 

want of provisions. In this situation the government of Madras 
determined to etjuip Criloncl ^Vootl's army ^villt a light train of 
art]lh'r3' and a picked 1)04ly of seppy^a ; in jd)c ho|)c, that 11^ the 
velocily of their ino^eincnb they might bring Hytkr to action, 
and thereby leave ColoncJ SeiiiiIi with the luaht army to j}rocecd 
unintcmiplcd to lijingalorc. But luiwever sanguine were the ex¬ 
pectations of the Miuinis govertmient, Coionel Wood found it a 
vain aitcinpl to bring the nabob to an action, although he had 
been following him in diirerein directions for many weeks, accord¬ 
ing to the best ititelligeiice lie cuuld ubLaln of moveiiieuts. 

At length Colonel Wooil, «xnupletcty Immssed and weary of 
Uie pursuit, adopted a very singular exjjedieut to effect his pur¬ 
pose : he wrote a letter to Uyiler Ally, slating dial it was dbgrsice- 
ful tor a great prince, at the head of a large army, to fly before a 
detachment of inlantry and a few pieces of cannon, unsupporterl 
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b? cavalry. The .nabc^’t anawer lo lUIa extraordinarv Idler irana* 
mils a very iuipresaive inait of lhal great man's diameter. 

” I tiAVK received yqur kiier, m wliiek you iuviio roe 
“ to an aclion wilii your army. Give me Uie same stirt of ir<#ops 
** tlial yon command, anil your wblics siml) he aecoruplisheii. You 
** will tn ltiiie understand tny mode of warfare. Slndl I ri^k my 
cai'airy, wliivli cost a ihousaiul rupees cadi liorse* agaiiisi your 
“ cannon balls which cost two picef* No.—I will umrdi your 
” troops until iLcir legs shall bwome the size of iheir bodicai,— 

** You shall ihU Tinve a blade of gi-ass, nor a drop of ivater. J wiJJ 
“ hear of mnt evciy lime your drum heals, but you shall not know ■ 
*• w Iierc 1 am once a uitnuh.—1 ipi// givq your artiiy bultlc, but it 
“ it must lie when I ptcuse, and not when you choose.'' 

Every word in ihis letter proved true, I'lic ijicesiiaiil Jaliguc 
which Colonel Wtwd's detaduueiil underwent, brought on such 
obni|iliiints among tlie Lroopss that he was obliged to leave n great 
number ib different garrisons of Cuhlibaioor. By kwping a piquet 
of liorsi^to watch Colonel Wtiori's muiiuns, and estaldibhing tdis- 
graphk on signal posts in different parts of the country, Flyder 
esacllv knew every movetncnl Ins army made; and, by laying 
waste die country, nnd ties troy ing the tanks and wells as Colonel 
M'ood advanceil, the laller was rretpieidly obliged lo relrPiU *br 
want of forage and ^valcr. 'J’o conjfdete his promise, and fuifiJ hb 
threat of giving Ixillle to the British army when he ihoughi proper, 
Ilyder surprized Coloitd Wood at Manimgvd. .ind brattghl biin to 
an engagement, in which he lost all his ortillery, and nothing saved 
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tm Ullle artnj b»i the advance of Colonel SniUli; w1iOtU|>un bear¬ 
ing n licavj cannunade^al day-break lhal tiiprning, tnua'hed itn- 
mediiilely frotu Coluli, aud racked tiic sjKit tti lime to compel 
Ilyder to fait Imck, al flic motnetU wlten Cot<HieI Wuods troujjM 
«cre upon the jioint of larlng etilircly dcfcatej, 

^ The other specimen of an orientnt eptsllr: is from ihc pcsliwa 
of ilid IVlahratia empire lu ihe king nl'Cix-ai jJrilain, accompany¬ 
ing some I'aluaUle pn^ents, ittlrusled lo the care of Sir Cliarlea 
Malrt, ialc ainlMissador uL that dgrlinr, uu his dcjXtrLurc ibr Jilng- 

litnd'in This was accompanied by am>ft»cL’ letter, expressive 

1 

of ttic peshwa's Iritnidship to the EnghMi I udia Company ; 
dial to his maiestj* was the tir4>! instance of llm Mahtatla durbar 
making a deelaratioft of aUachtnenL toa Jinlish sovereign. 

7'ranaiathu of’a iftUrfrom S^itde Bnd/Vrcc Rugo/;aifit jjeitAtr« of fAf 
Malu-atta rmjpre. io his Alajtsfjf George the Thirds Ki/ig Kof 
Great Rrhaint 

** May ihe august asscmhly of spirit ual and temporal 
majesty, may llie congregation of glory and royalty, long derive 
splendor from the princely virlu&H of your majesty, jire-eminent 
among the rnhgritnrs of grandeur and ntaguificctice. su [iporter of the 
mighty and iUusirious, dioscn of the tribunal gf t lie Almighty, 
elect of Uiejudgment-sciit of infinity I 

** Some pfiime a^i the exalted Sir diaries Warre jMalci was 
appointed by the riiighty chiefs of Calcutta to reside ai ihc eouri 
of your well*wisher, in ttic ehiiracicr of ilietr minister: which re- 
spectable geiilleimm, being endowed with foresight and ejtpe- 
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fience in husmtsis, was always employed rii, and devoted to 
strenglitcnmg (lie mutual friendship* and mcreasing the coniiaiity 
of the two states; but havLig, at ihk season, sulopicd the reso¬ 
lution ofrclurning to England, he has taken leave, and proceeded 
towards that quarter: whieli opjwrtunily has been embraced to 
transmit, under iiis care, for your majest/s gradous acceptance, 
sundry pieces of clotii and articles of jewenerv. agreeable to tlic 
accompanying catalogue, which he will have the Jiouuur of pre¬ 
senting to your majesty; and we have a firm hope they will be 
honouieti with your inajesty’s approval, 

“ Yom* majesty, looking on your well-trisher (the pestiwa) as 
one of those sincerely studious of yonrgood-ivill, will pleased 

to honour him with yonrevalied letters, which will dee,ned a 
gracious proof of your majesi/s kindness and attention. May 
your empire ami prosperity be everlasting 1” 

'Hie presents from the Mahratta peshwa lo hi* Britannic ma¬ 
jesty, mentioned in ibe preceding letter, cousbled of two hundred 
and ihirLy-twodiamondv rubies, and emepddB, set in various oma- 
menis: two strings containing an hundred and twenty beautiful 
pearls; and a large pearl, petidani to an ornament of diamonds and 
emeralds, caUed a>ega, Tlicse were accompanied hy a complete 
Indian dress of costly materials, and twenty valuable almwis. 

These may be esteemed a magnificent present from a Hindoo 
prince at this period. More njustdei>cud upon the value than the 
number of jewels sent by the durbar at Poonah to the British, 
sovercigu^f Oiai I can give no estimate, but the Mahraiia khi- 
luls, and all die presents I h^e heard of in modem times, dwindle 
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into ijwgnificanco wlien cotiijiiircd svitb tUos* Tccoitlcdof llieMo- 
ffol cinperoj's sintl sullaims of Deccan. i\ i>cace-oifering f’min 
Dcwal Ro^ to Snilmni Firozc Shab, comisiud oi' ten lacs uf r*ago- 
tiaSf a sum amoutiling lb near four Imiulrv'd ihousaud ■pounds 
sterling r fiftj eU'pliauis, most probably Ticidj caiKiriSoucil; two 
thousand slaves of IxiUi best's, accomplislicd in singing, daucJiig, 
and musie» 'I'o llicsc acre added pearls, diamonds, rubies, and 
emeralds, to an incsltmuhle valnc, This magmlicciil pu’scnl, so 
greatly exceeding those usiuiUy scut from one oycnial sovereign Ui 
anoiher, was locflcct a rccoivcilmtion,*md procure ihesultiiiiu slavour 
after ^ rel)eiUon; but tlicre are nmny iusiaut-cs of drt^es richly 
»ci wiUi jewels, Arabian horses shod with gold, in cajiarisims em¬ 
bossed T^ith rubies Jinel eniemltls, and other siilicvti presents from 
eastern sovereigns to ilicir favourites, which realise hall the rmiious 
I>erfon»ed by liie obodicut genii of Alnddin's wondeiftiJ lamp. 

Such was the magitUlccnce of former ages': all is uow reversed; 
and il appears as if the cournge, magnanimity mid generosity wliich 
oucc adorned the clmrueLci of ik* fliudoo ami Maliometiln priucci, 
had vanished with limir ioriuncs: 'J'lie more I saw of the i>eUy 
Asitttie sovereigns ami ’ their system of government, the less I 
ihouglil them deserving of esrmuUion, Virtue finds no asylum in 
aii Indian durbar: sensual pUatsuru mid oppressive tydirmy ex¬ 
tend through all the higher ranks. I'o gratby the nvarlcc of men 
ill power and ailminwter lo iheir pleasures, the iiiferlor classes of 
sociciv Milmiil: the Dunns, PuiuUl»i »»d peity tyrants of every 
dtscriplioM, arc ta their him fleeced by the despot: if his 

iniquitous demands are gratified, lie never im|uirc3 by what lueaus 
the uronev was occutiHilalcdi 1 luis 1 have ilescribcd It m tlic 
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Concan aiul Maltihnrf thus I fuiind itatpi'cr? court I visiiwl in 
Guzerat, tt-LtUier Mulaiilia or Muhoiiietlnii. Oja tlie extent uf 
jiuman misei'y under Msicli h drt'adtul sjr.'tL'tn govcvuttieiitj it Is 
puinful and needles# to eitlarce—it is u[iivui:dat tUmusboui Jiin- 
dostan i dquc alteuipt to slcrii the torreui ol' veiuility aud t’orni| 3 - 
tion. Titeconiluet ol'great atui sumll is injitiencctl by fear» for 
wlttcli jUoutesquicti assign# sidEcieiu n^asons. The inoro ;vc dc* 
velope orieiitui courts* the more ire aa* conviuced ihai the beauti<> 
ful aninaating priiicijdc of (jamotie vitTue is eatiruly tiiikiamn. 

I must oa all occ^tons exempt Itie great AkfK-r, aiul Ids virtu¬ 
ous luinisfcr Abu! Ftiael, from general fensore. In a IbrEiier clia})- 
ler r mentioned tia o Hindoos of tilaeiiil scntinients and consider* 
able acfjuLremems in liieruiure, art. and science, 'flicse, and a 
few similar cliaraclers whicli oeehsionnjly occur, form a piensing 
contrast to the general picture of the higher orders in India; and 
indicate, that, among the Iliutlooa especially, there are ndnifs oih'ii 
to literary and plidosopldca! pursuits, and 1 iruAl also to the re¬ 
ception of truth; to the balmy comforts of that religion uhldi 
alone produces true happiness m this life, stod bliss eternal to that 
which is to coiue. ?fotwlih#landmg llic prejudice of caste iuid 
other causes, which it Is acknowledged ojjerate powerfully againsi 
the general iiitrodiiction of Chrrstiauity, and melioratiun among 
the lower classes of Hindoos i there arc instances in every rank, 
fj-om Ute haughty brahmin to the |xJor Chand<-dah, wlitch prove 
tlmt a cluinge may be effected,'and conversion take (dace. The 
attempt lias been made and succeeded, and will, I have no doubt, 
indue time be wisely dirocicd throughout the whole cm pi ro of 
British India. 


i* BirtiiKii thy nt{» on biul dw ligbi 
Oft ttoe alono, ths tjH uf Aii^ bend t 
High Aebints* I ift il3« ber fwfB* mt giifcnf 
Sok pl^« of blWr ^ dvleg^ of :: 

Tn ihy draod mantle nil ber fiit« rejK*, 

Or blight T»lth Wiaaisp, w o'etetf. viih -nwaj 
faysv BgOi tliall thy rnwhita keciij 
Smiltdt thy touch p or at taiibling "woep* 

Oh S lo ihy g^lie deMiny «i*f! 

Ai^e, nod meet tho purpo* of4p ittk*1 
u thy kl Tndg Icam 

What rirtuot roond the (luiiift of liuxiue btnu^ 

Somo Dobirt -flight ]« thy bold geftb* Krwift-* * 
Nor fioop to tTt)g» low* of 6 u^ or poww t 
Such piKwtr a* jluti the imnt’i, piiqtlfi prtdt. 

Bitch fjDie « leeks anjuod tho Iwialdcbn- 
•VTitb j*(orhd iTrjihk* dock ihy lh™, mi Uurr 
Hy caMiUrtUig «wl, t»l' Jtuike titA tlw war : 
Jmtkw ilMv® cart tdjaMscTi^ leuowiij * 

Hci"4 SITS the Wgbtert tup ia emwn \ 

All not daqUKice oor lodg ^ublirat' 

Caa sawn frnni ciiii»B. or sanctify frap firime » 

* 

« y 

Let getUlBr Jnt* twake •( tl^ beboftt 
And Ktence fpotli the HUidiKri.%iotiniM htewi 
Jfirain hn Natin* abed lun-giA ■n>uiid« 

' F«r«y« or cb^. wft hlooin or wuwfiil smnnl 3 
liiUu of an tuw 00 erey g^wc dapWyMj * 

• pw‘d ptnlu* iW taiftMind'i gnrg^ 

'Wind joy to Jibii cAUijoflg oir f^le nflord, 

Ootcoii« •bjcctj by hhandfiWHHt'd I 

'While dstift’dlh doat,l«lf atnig^Ngt h“'f «aiSft'tb 

Sitika Hri Im- fliii! the henea-detcMided nuod, 

Oinofa'd ^ all her liiwamiftiii tifllbw, 

* The dadiig hope u'htsc glauce DuimiHHitr'd timcy 
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\Vmnpsiwtfi* tfltbeffiicf ofiapllOTi^^ ^ 

And nstifdcim thougbCt ^ wliaiice ^pfrubg. 

At &ralim*s itm dcfow, 3i ngci rsUp ^ 

N«w iAa^ of CU 7 awail ih* ttnniw^scKiIj 
• Cteldlng € rniAfftt^ 

Aud iwcll the mdxQctoir midmgiit hciwli 

tie ibUie ibfl ta8k« hit Cf^ 10 dy»r, ' 

Ajt6 clettUo (ill hijpet beyvod tiiit tphiSfep * ^ 

To bngiitar hwirent ih^n prond SunwTi owofer , ^ 

Thpc^h prt with Tt>dr#«Kl hk bumicg throfifii. 

Thttt be mogtiize the beams 

Abd dbig it oubfl ibo dmn awajp'i 

Thtmi^ VTOT Iffldi yWihIm life ■ball ttJU. 

And soJiiei] Bpdug otoimd Iu3 hwi ; 

Then nil ibe d«jadcii*d cner^^ dioB ii», " ^ 

, ^ And TitidkiW llijkr litle 10 ibt tkici. ^ 

Be iliete th 7 urpliieft Oiwen of mio^ ulfi« f 
Qii Lhme hi^K He*r«i siiiill dted iiiihi^:rii «mU*. » 

Rnd hi tb]r gumiuJi toke tA India led. 

Shall TroiL iCvkie hi^ ^eatkM iktotki tymd; % 

^ WtJe ond more wide ibe fKaren^bmi tkudi ttrcanij 
Tti&liia Innii tb« tZiall talcb Uiti^d 
Unwonuid w^mOh ihe infix'd tLVifgi (edj ^ 

Strang cliic^ odmrttj nad tmiBiq'd wmkg hneel j 

Thcprostiaje EMtaiibortihBfitfw - ^ 

And twartiil kli^ adom tbe CauctrftD f** C. Ghaut, 

BcautifuJ as is the whole poem, from wheiice*tJie preceding 
lirtcs «ire taken, wc may indulge the hope that it contains some¬ 
thing far Iwyoiitl the pleasing fictions of poetry. It is impossible 
to calculate llic effects which may ullimalely be produced by 
Asiatic rcaearclics, and the noble establishment of the college at 
Calcutta. From the rem-nl of science, JeacningT and tmephiio- 
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soplij on liie biLuUs of the OnngeSi we majr cx^iect lo sec Omj 
temples of \'i»!i[ioo conseentLed [a ibo worship of Jetiovali, and 
brabmiDical grovieai» now senuiiarles for astrology, geomancy, ond 
frivolous [lursiiils, become ihe seats of, classical Iramiwg anil 
liberal seutimcnt. I’he climate of India does not milttate against 
patriotic virtue atid inauly aitaimuenls, altliougli it muy in some 
degree dcprijsa their etiefgy, Gn*ce, now the abixlc of the Igno¬ 
rant, indolent, and illiberal Turk, was once the theatne of wistlofu, 
virtue, ami glory! An ami science, tiunared in Asia, will, under 
tlic auspices of peace aiui liberty, resume their iufluence over tlie 
fertile regions of fiindoslan. Philosophy, religion, and virtue, 
altendod by liberality, taste, and elegance, wifi revisTl a favoupjlo 
eJUae; poetry, music, ijainting, ami scul|ftitre, encoaraged by ibe 
genius of Jb-itaiu, may there strew the path of virtue, with many a 
fragrant flower. 

These when patroniml by Akbcr, and a few other princes, 
flourished suflBciently to shew wlail may |je again eKpccled, The 
arts arc now at the lowest ebb in India, How fjtr music. Is en> 
couraged iu modem durlmrs 1 tsannol ssay. In the splendour of 
the Mogul empire, music and iliumiitittioas seem to have formed 
a principal evening amusement. Akbcr, every afternoon, some 
lilllc liiUE before sun-set, if asleep, was awaketl; and when the 
5UU act the atiendauLv lighted itvidvc camphor candles in twelve 
massive eandlcslicks of gold and silver, of various form and 
beauty; when a singer of sweet melody, taking up one of the 
candlesticks, sang a variety of delightful airs, and concluded 
with iiuploring blessings Ott his majesty. 

i Imve not touched either Hindoo or Molioinedau musics 
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iViMu ,ioy vwn knowledge, iis T can say liiLfc on (he subjeci, 
having i>ecii . sehlotu plea^cil with (licir vocal or in^lmiiieiital 
luelotly : nor, fVom those who hntl belter op|ii>Vmntlies* of bein^ 
HCqualoteil wjlii it, diii I over hear much hi its tavoiir. Vet 
it has l>eei» diftcreiiily treated by Sir WiDiaiii Jones, and other 
wiilecB, t submit lo their superior jutlgiiK'iil. The former ihm 
writes eo a friend j'fesjjeciiiig it, ** Voii touched an important 
stiifit: when yiiu menttuhed the Subject of Indian music, uf wUipli 
I am pariicubrly fond. T havejnst read a very old Ixmk on that 
urt in Sanscrit, nnd hope to present the world with llio sub- 
slShCc of it as soon as llte transactions of our society can be 
prmred.” 

Sir William Ou&c!y% on ilie buhjecl of ^oriental iiiusic, says 
“ the buoksriivbich treat of it are nuincrous aiul curious. Sir 
Williatu Jones meitlions the works of «\ijiin, a tnuskiaR; the Duma- 
dara^ the the Ru^ariiavu, and (not lo^ild any more 

liidhiu natnes) the sea of passions, flic delight of assemblies, tiie 
ilocirme of musical modes, anri maiijr oilier Sanscrit and 11 in* 
doostnni tTralises. To ihesc innst l>e atkled an essay on tlie 

4 * 

science of music: the object of which ht to teach the tmdenitand- 
j(vg of ihc mugs and rauginces, and the playrng upon musical iustru- 
menls. From this work it Is briedy statetl, tliat lire Hindoos have 
a gaumt, consisting of seven notes, like our own; which being 
rejH'alcd in three several ast'hans^ or octaves, form in all a scale of 
t»tfliy-<me natural notes. ' ^Ilie seven notes whidi fomi the gamut 
a:c expressf d Jtff* ra, ga, ma, jta, du, tm; or jo, rf, go* «w, po, dA«, 
t,) ntuU wluttL written at lengtii, stand thus; kau,ired£e: rekhiik^ 
l^nn.lluiuri mudidlittm; ptmehum; dhati>vffi; netkhuudh* Of these 


words (the Crsl excepted) ihe mitiet letters are used in wriu 
iiig niusio tu represent the notes* Instead of the initial of the first 
or toa'cst, kantredgt, that of llic word mr is used: which signifies 
emphalicaily the nole, being as It were the foundation . of the 
others; and named jsaparu, or the soundf firom the important office 
which it tiears In the scalp. 

“ On Uie subject of iliose anclfeni and ex^onlitiary melodie^^ 
wliich the Hindoos call ratfgs aiul rntiguHf^f the popular traditions 
arc as miinerous and romantic, as llie powets ascribed to them 
are miraculous. Of the six raugs^ the five first owe iheir origin to 
tiie god Maltadew, who produced them from Iiis five heads. P;ir- 
biiUcc, fits wife* constructed the sixth; and the thirty rauginees 
were* composed by Brimba. Thus, of ceiestial inveultoii, these 
melodies are of a peculiar genus; and of the three afident genera 
of the Greeks resemble most the ettharmomci die more modem 
compositions are of that species termed diatonie" 

considerable difficulty Is fbund in setting to music the 
raug» and rau^nces; as our system doca/tiot supply notes, or 
signs, sufficienlty cxprc&srvc of Ujc almost imperceptible eieva* 
tkms and depressions of the voice in these melodies; of which the 
time is broken and irregular, tire modulations rrecjucnVBnd rery 
wild* Whatever magic was in the touch when Orpheus swept his 
Ivrc, or Timolheus filled his sofUy-breathing fiute, the cfiects said 
to have Ireen produced by two of the six rangs, are even more 
extraordinary than any of Uiose ascribed to the modes of the ao- 
cienls. IVlia Tousiite, a wonderful musician iii the time of the 
emperor Akber, sung one of the vight ruugs at mid-day: the 
powers of his music were such dial it instantly became night; and 


ibe dnrkiiess exitindfd in a cin'ie rouHil llie palace* ns far os the 
60und of iiis voice coulil be lieai d. 

“I 5ball say tittle tm the tradition of ICaik Gopaul* another 
celebrated miraician in (he reign of Akber, who was commanded 
by the emperor to s*jng the mug dhtcpuck- which whocrer at¬ 
tempted to sing sliould be destroyed by bpi?=-the story is long; Naifc 
Gopaul' dew to Ute Hvcr Jumna, and plunged himself up to ttie 
neck in ivater; where, Akber, determined to prove the power of 
this rang, compelled the nnfortnuaic inifsician to sing it; when, 
notwiihsuinding his sitaation in the river, flames burst violently 
from his botly anti consumed him to ashes. 

“ 'Ehe^e aud otiicr anecdotes of the same nature, arc related 
by many of the fliitdoos, and implicitly believed by some. Tlie 
eftect produced by the wujg muUaar rang was immediate nuft, 
Aud ii b told, lliat a singing girt once, by csei-ting the powers of 
her voice in this ratig, drew down from the cloud? timely and re- 
fnshing showera on the parched rtce-crops of Bengal, and iherdby 
averted the honors of lanime from the paradi^ of rt^hra. An 
Buroi^ean, in ttiat country, iiiQuiriiig after those u’hose musical 
pertbrnmnee might produce simiJaf effects, is gravely told *Uhflt 
llie art i# now almost lost, but that there are still musicians pos¬ 
sessed of I hose .wonderful powers in Lite West of India.^* If one 
im)uires in the W&t, they say, * that if miy such performers re¬ 
main, they Ui be found only iu Bengul.' • 

** Of li*e present music, and the seoealbns it excites, one can 
speak with greater accuracy. Many of the Hindoo melodies 
possess the plaintive simplicity of llie Scotch and Jrisbi and 
tuiters a wild origitiaJily, pleasing beyond description. Couqut- 
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point seems nol to have eniercd, lit any time, into the system of 
Indian titusic. It is nol alluded to in the manuscript Irealbcs 
which I have liitlierlo perused; nor have I discovered that any 
of our ingenious Oricnlnlibts s[)cak of if as being known tn 
Hiiidostan 

Many of ibc brahmins and principal Hindoos of Dliuboy who 
attended llic royal mipiinlw at Brodcra, gave me an account of 
the entcrlaiiimenia, which lasted many days. I have already 
mentioned the nocturnal processions and espensive pageantry on 
ilMise occasions, bm have not parttcuiaitaed the inaniage ccre- 
inonice, which are given 'at large by Mr. Cotebrook: from lib iic^ 
count I snhjoin a few of tlie most ^king features, which vary 
but little,throughout Hindo&Lan, 

** Tlic marriage ceremony opens with the solemn reception of 
the bridcgnioro by the father of the bride. Having previously 
performed the obsequies of ancestors, as b usual upon any acces¬ 
sion of good fortune, the father of the bride sits down to await the 
bridcgl'poniS arrival, in the apartment prepttred for the purjiosc, 
and at the time chosen for it, aecoidiiig to die rules of astrology. 
The jewels, and other presents iniendeil lor him, arc placed there: 
a cow is tied on tlie norihcni side of the apartment, and a stool 
nr cushion, and other funiilure for the rcccpiiop of tlie guest, arc 
arranged in order. On Ins approach the bride’s father rises to 
welcsnie him, and recites a short prayer, while the bridegroom 
slhiuls before liim. After die mention of mftuy previous cere^ 
monies, presents suitable to the rank of the parties are then pre< 
senteil lo Utc guest- At the marriage ceremony, too, the bride is 
formally given by her father to the bridegroom in thb stage of 




ihe Bolemnitv uccortimg to some ritual*, hai later according w 
oUiew, The hospilahle riles are Uiea conclyded by lettU>g loose 
Urn cow, at tlie imereession of the guest, who says '*kUl not the 
iunocenl biiniiless cow, who js mother of Rrnn.AS, Jaughter. of 
\ascs, aisier of A'dvtas, mid the source of ambrosia. May 
the expiate my sins! release her tliut she may giaw." It h 
evident that the bridegroom's intercessions imply a practice, now 
become obsolete, of slaying a cow for the iJiirposea of hr^pi^ 
tality. 

Marty pages of ceremonies then follow, which lead to one of 
moTp consequence: when the bridegroom puts hb left hand under 
the bride’s hands, which are joined together in a hollow form, and 
then taking her right hand in Ms, he recites the sis following texts. 
“ I’iist, r take thee for the sake of good fortune, that llioa may^t 
become old with me, thy husband. May the generous, urighty, 
and prolific sun rendet thee a mairon, that I may be a house¬ 
holder. Secojul. Be gentle In Uiy aspect, and loyal to thy hus¬ 
band: be jbrtuuate in ^ttle: amiable in lliy mind, and beauiiiul 
in thy person? lie mother of surviving sons; be assiduous at the 
fire sacraiiienls; be cheerful, and bring prosperity to our bipeds 
and quadrupeds. Third, May the lord of creatures grant us pro¬ 
geny, even unto old age? may die sun render that progeny con¬ 
spicuous. Aiisprdfous deities have given thee to me. Eutcr^ thy 
husM^iid’s abode; and bring health to our’bipeds and quadrupeds, 
Totirtb, O [xnaa, who pourcsl forth rain! render this woman 
fortuiiate and the mother of children; grant her ten sons, give her 
eleven protcctois. FU’th, Be submissive to thy hushanil'i fellier, 
to his mother, to his sister, and to his brrilhen. Sixth, Oive thy 
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liCiirt lo m.v religious duties i may thy mtud follow mine; be 
thou conaeniiem to my speech. May Vhihaspati unite thee 
unto me*" 

,This 15 succeeded by a variety of other ccTemonies* mentiofied 
ut large by Mr. Colcbrook. During the three sulwetiuent days 
the married couple must abstaiu from faciilioits snllf live chastely 
and austerely» anil sleep on the ground. On the following <lay* 
Umt 13 , oil die tbiirth exclusively, the bridegroom conducts the 
bride to his own house on a carriage* or odier suitable convey¬ 
ance. lie recites the ftiUowing text when she ascends die car- 
riaac. ‘*0 wife of the iuni ascend this vehicle* resembling the 
Ixamtiful blossoms of the cotton-tree, and butea, tinged with 
various lints* and coloured like gold i well constructed * furnished 
with good wheels, aiul the source of ambrosia (that is, of bless* 
lugs), bring happiness to thy husband T Proceeding with his 
bride, he, or some other person for bim, recites thft following text 
on their coming to a cross road' May robbers, who infest die 
road, remain ignorant of this journey; may the married couple 
reach n place of security and difficult of access by easy to^s, 
and may foes keep aloof!" 

Alighting from the carriage, the bridegroom leads the bride 
into the house* chanting the hymn called I'^adhn/^. Matrons 
welcome the bride, and make her sit down on a bull's hide; the 
bridcgrofim then recites* the following prayer: « May kine here 
pr«>duce nmuemus young; way horses and human btings do sO; 
and may ilic deity sil here, by wltose favour sacrifices are 
plisbed with gifts a liwusand fold " 

[ shall not detail the furlhei' ceremonies and sacrificial tires in 
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the bridegroom's house; those of the wliote miplial soletniuiy 
tfiay be thus lecitpititlatcd. The bridcgrooiii gioes in processitin 
to the hnuise wlien; llw bride's father resides, and is there welcomed 
as It guest. The bride b given to liiin by her faLlicr, in Uie fonii 
usual at et'ery solatnn donation, and Uudr hands are bound toge^ 
Uicr with cum grass; he clothes the bride nritli nii upper and 
lower garment, and the ahirU of her mantle and his are tied toge¬ 
ther. ^lie hridegrixmi makes oblalioiis to fire, and the bride drops 
rice on it as an oblation. The bridegroom sotemitly takes Iter 
hand in marriage. She treads oii a atone unci mulJar. They' walk 
round tlic fire: tlie^ bride steps seven limes, coudueted by Lite 
bridegroom, and he tlmn: si>eciaior% ilte inartiagic 

being noiv complete and trruvocable. lu the evCnihg of the sumo 
day the bride rits down ou a bull's hide, and the bridegroom 
points out to her the polar star, as an emblem of stability. Tlicy 
then partake of a meal. The bridegroom remains lliree days at 
the house of the bride's father. On the tburlh day he conducts 
her to hts own iiouse in solemn procession. She Is tlicrc wel¬ 
comed by his kindred; and the solemnity ends wiUi oblations'’ 
to fire. 

Iti my letter, appropriated to the Flituloofi. l mentioned the 
custom Crf marrying their children in a state of infimey. It is 
as much practised in Guzerai, as in otlwr pans of llmdcjstan; 
although great putt of tl^e pretoding cercuioiiie^ arc itikrnded fi>r 
persons mure advaitced in life. On liib part of llte snbjeci Mr, 
Colebrook remarks, that ** among die Uindoos a girt h married 
l^efore the ajge of puberty: the law even eenaiires tlic delay of die 
marriage beyond ihe tenth year. Pot Ihb reason, and because- 
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the biitlcgTOoni too may bo an infantt il is rare that a marriage 
abouUl be consummated until tong aAer it solemimation. The 
recital of prayers on tliis occasion constitutes it a religious cerC’ 
inoiiy, and it is the first of those that are peribrmed for the pur^ 
pose of expiating the sinful taint which a cliUd is supposed to 
have contracted in the womb of liis mother/’ 

** On the praettee of immature iiuptiaK a subject suggested in 
the preceding paragraph, it may be remarked, that it arises brom 
a laudable motive; from a seuse of dul? Jucuuibeiil on a father, 
who considers as a riebt tl»e obligation of providing a suitable 
match for his daughter. This notion, which is strongly inculcated 
by Hindoo legislators, is torcibly impressed on the minds of 
parents. But in their £cal to dispose of a ihiugliLcr in Tuaniage, 
they do not perhaps sufficiently consult her domestic felicity. By 
the death of an infant hueband, she is condemned to virgin widow¬ 
hood for die periotl of her life. If both survive, the habitual 
bickerings of their infancy are prolonged in i>erpeiual discord. 

Numerous n^trJetions in the assortment of ■iiatcbes impose 
on parents this necessity of etnbraciug the earliest opportunity of 
affiancing their children to (it companions. The iutertnarriages 
of different classes, formerly pennitled, with certain limimtiom, 
are now wholly forbidden. The prohibited degress eatend to the 
sixth of affinity; and even the bearing of the same family name is 
a sufficient cause of inipcdiment/’ 

Another writer on the Hindoo nsarriages, after reciting the 
previous ceremonies, saya the which « a ribbon with a 
golden head hanging to It, is held ready; and, being shewn to the 
company, some prayers iiud blessings are pronounced: allcr which 
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tbe iiriUegrooin takes tU awd hangs it about the brkte's neck^ This 
knot Is iritai parlicplarij secures lus possession of her;' for, be¬ 
fore liO'^liad put tlie t^li on, all the rest of lire coreinontes nroght 
have been made to no purpose. But when ouce ilic tali is put 
on, the nianiagc is indissoluble^ aud, whenever the husband diea, 
the tali is burnt along ntih him, to slie^v that Lite marriuge bands 
are . broken.'' It is ibis part of the ceremony* to wiiidt Southej 
allndira in the “ Curse of Kehamn" where Asia and Ncallinv. ihc 
two wives of Arvalao, are sncriiiced ou his iunerat pile; the oiie 
rolumanljr, the other by compulsion. These stanzas contain an 
animated description of the ceremony, from which I shall ouIt 
■ elect that in which the tali, or marriage knot, is pariiciilarfy 
mentioned. 

^oc. t t fo AzIa lakfii prat 

UpDtl tt&f fimefzl pUn I 

CilmJr took her fctit, 

Ctitmlj ibc whok tctDik [Kini{kfi)n«7'if : 

At on iflP the whik 

jV-Ta 

The Tifoleps head of Amkc wv 1 ie J j 
Woel iroef 
Tli£ yoi^g Kcalin^ j 

m 

ftn|i litr QiiismcatA 

Brar^ Ami AfiUAt» tod cfa4l% aad toot ^ 

Amnnd lltf iwk they legw 

Tk* Komagt hmi tf/m; 

11h( oumisgE handy tt^hich 
^ ,| , Ym t™«ic mm ™ JWJff. 

Aroond W ttfgin ncct 
briJtl jof buof. 

TliS with TphUc ihvm, the eoicotiAl of ikmb, 

rrr^ 

H^r iDckj ib^ crewny 
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About the lime of liw datigliict^s weddiiigt rtttty SiHng l>aid 
3 vbU to tliu officer of live Bengal detflclnncot, Uicn oncaropeU 
near Brotlera. lie mshed U) consull them uptJp sm niiendeil 
al^rauon iu his arlUlery. and to be present at the experiment. 

The chiefiaui left llie durbar on a slate elephant, and -Uie custoin- 
aty cavaicade : arriving at the botlom of lUc eaimeuce where the 
ileld-picccs were moniitetb it the elephant could not 

ascendT and Uvere being no palaiitiiiin ut batuU the prince ol the 
Gtdeaware wjw coiripcUed to alighl, and walh a few yards to the 
summit, to the aslonishmenL of the utleudanis, who thought k 
derogatory lo his dignity, Oaadvmicmg, the chopdarSi or heralds, 
proclaimed the tides of this princely cow-keeper in «iie usual 
jiypcrbolica! style. One of the nu)&l insigoi(leant looking men X 
ever saw then became the destroyer ol nations, lire levellet' of 
mouniains, the eilmuslCF of tlic ocenn, M\er commandiitg every 
inferior murml u> rivake way for diis exalted prince, the heralds 
CiUled aloud to the atiimal creation, nulire, yf sc'rpsnts; Hy, ye 
locusts; upproach nut,guanas, lisrards,and rcpdles, wiiile your lord 
and master coudescoutls to set his loot on the earth. 

Arrogant as Ibis language may appear, it is less so than that 
of oriental pageantry in geucral. In a iransJaUon from the Sanscrit, ^ 

Mr. Wilkins mentions an eastern monarch “ '^host'- itmuiiierable 
army, y hen U moved, so tilled the heavens with tlic dust of Uicir feet* 
that the birds of tlie air could rcst upou it. His elcplmuts moved 
like wflTkiiig nmunlains; itatl iJie cailL, oppre^ed by llicif weight, 
mouldered into dust.” Tite sacred writings nfti>rd tnaiiy instances ol* 
sucii hyficrbole; none more so tlian Huahars speech to Abaalcun. 

*»Thou kuuwest that king David, thy fetiier, ami his men, tlini 
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thev be miglity men: aad they be chafetl in their mtods^ as a bear 
robbed of lier ivhelps. Therefore I counsel ihee Uiat all Israel Ijc 
gaiheretl unto thee, from Dan efen uttto Beensheba, as the sand 
that IE! by the sea for Tunltitude; and we will light upon hint its 
the dew fiillelh.M|>on U>e ground. Moreover, if he be gotten. ioLO 
a city, dim shall*all Israel bring ropes into that city; and we 
will draw it Into the river, until there be not one stone found 
there,'' 

Such adulation has always been > practi^d in Asia: and was 
carried to the most arrogant height by the Koman emperors of 
die JCast, evep after their conversion to Christianity. Gibbon 
says, ** the hioat lofty titles, and the most humble postured which 
devotion has applied to the Supreme Being, have been pmsUluted 
by flatEery and .ear to creatures of dte same oatiire with ourselves. 
The mode of adontdon/of falling prostrate on the ground, and 
kissing the.feet of the emperor, was bomowetl from Persian servi¬ 
tude: but it was contimiecl amt aggravated Ltll tltc last age of the 
Greek moiinrcliy* This humiliatiiig revpnence was exacted from 
alhwho entered the royal presence, from the pnnees invested with 
the diaderu and purple, itnil from llie ambassadors who repre¬ 
sented dteir indcpeiulent sovereigns, the caliphs of Asia, Egypt, 
or Spain, die kings of France and Italy, and the Latin emperors 
of ancient Rome. Uulprantl, ambassiulor from Otho, thus de¬ 
scribes hts oirii introduction. ** When he appro^clted liie throne, 
die birds of the golden tree began to warble their notes, which 
were ucconipanied by ttie roarings of two lions of gold: wiih his 
two companknis, Liiitpraiid was compelled to bow and to fall 
prostrate; and thrice he touched the ground with his forehead, 

rot. Ill, 3 n 
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lie mse^bul in tUc ^Uori Inienal, tlie thwnc bad been bnisted by 
an engine from llie iktor to lUe ckliiip, tlic imperbl figtirc appeared 
in new and more gorgeous apparel, and the interview was con¬ 
cluded in liaoglity and majestic ailenee ” On the evo of a pro¬ 
cession, llie gracious or devout intention of ibe emperor was pro¬ 
claimed by tbe heralds: the streets were cleared and purified; the 
pavement was strewed willi flowers; the most iirecious roriulure, 
the gold and silver plate, and silken hangings, were displayed from 
the TrindowB and balconies, .and a severe discipline restrained and 
silenced the tumult of the populace. Tlie march was opened by 
the military officers at the head of their troops; Uiey were fol¬ 
lowed in long order by ilie magistrates and ministere of the eWU 
government. The iiereon of the. emperor was guarded by his 
eunuchs and domestics, and at tlie church-door Im was solemnly re¬ 
ceived by the patriarch and his clergy,. The task of applause 
was not abandoned to the rude «nd spontaneouB voices of tlie 
crowd. Convcntenl stations were occupied by dioscn bands, who 
in respousive melody echoed the praises of Uw emperor. Tlteir 
junHs ami iniisicinnB directed the choir, and long life and victory 
were the burden of every song/* 

Such was the style of ancient adulation; tlie ostenbitious and 
expensive entertainments of Asuph ul Dowlali have afibrded an 
ample display of modern pageantry; perhaps none like it will be 
any more exhibited, for such tliiiigf must be nearly ai an end with 
ihe Indian princes; tlieir weallh, Uicir power, their palaces, their 
maudoteiUDs, wells, and serais, arc all decaying, without a pros¬ 
pect of revival, I’ew places of less im|M>rtance than the royal 
citi« evince tliis melancholy change more dian Brodem, 
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The aoveTcign, die capiiai^ army* pea^uiry, every thing that de- 
peiidA on Fully Siting’s ndministnilioii, difipluyi his oppresstnn, 
weakness, anil bad taste. 

AluioBt iIm.' uulj cpinuieudable trail lit Fully Sibag s character 
seeined to be his tvisdom and policy in so Jong preserving; liw 
attacLiuenl auU fattbtul services of his virtuous vfener, or duaii, 
iliroo Najid, then lately deceased, as hereafter meiitioneil. His 
immediate frliuids and conipatiious were meJi of dclmnched priu^ 
ciples and inllimons conduci. Tlie Ayeen Akbcry would have 
taught the Brodeta chief a better Jeason; from anollicf virtuotts 
vkler, the wise Abiil Faisel, lie would there have leamedi that ** the 
companions, of a prince, whose advice be iblJo^vs in aiTairs of 
moment, resemble water. iJiej ure of a mild tempera* 

mentp they wash off llie dust of nffitciion from the hearts of Uie 
dlslrefisetl, and diffuse freshness and delighb But if they depart 
from luoderalioiip they imiiidaie liie world with a deluge of cala¬ 
mities; 30 tliat numbers lire overwhdmed by tlic billowy ivavea 
of raibforiuiie. Speaking of his owa sovereign, tfic limnortal Ak- 
l^r, he says, it is his coiistuut endeavour U> gain and secure the 
hearts of all men* Amidst a thousand cares and perplejiing avo- 
caitonsp he suffers uot his temper to be in any degree disturbed, 
but is always cheerful. He b ever striving to do that which may 
be moat uceeptable lo the Deity, and empbys his mind on pro¬ 
found apd abslntcl speculations. From hb ihinu after wisdom, 
he b coutiumtlly Libuiiruig to lieitefit by the knowledge of ottieis, 
while he makes no account of Im own sagacious admlnislration. 
lie listens to what every cue Iiath to say, Ix.-caii5e it may Ijappcn 
that tib lu^rt may be euIighieacU by the cummuiiicauou of a just 
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seniimenl, or bj the relation of a laudaWe action. But altboogit 
a long period hai eliipsetl in this practice^ he lias never jel met 
with a pctMMt whose Judgment he could prefer lo lus own.* nay» 
the most experienced atalcsnien^ on beholding ibis onuuneuL of 
ihe throne, blush at iheir own insufficiency, an<l sindy anew the 
arts of govern men i; nevertheless, out of the abimdauce of his 
sagacity* he will not suffer lutnself to=quit tlic [»alhs of inquiry. 
Although he be surrounded with power and splendour^ yet he 
never suffers himself to be led away by anger or wrath. Others 
employ story-teUers to lull them to sl«:p, but his majesty, ou the 
contrary, listens to them to keep lihii awake. From tire excess 
of his righteousness he exercises upon hhnself both inward and 
ourtvard austerities; and pays some regard to external forms, in 
order that those who are alUicHed to established customs, may not 
have any cause for reproach. 

“ lie never laughs at* nor ridicules any religion or secL He 
never wastes his Lime, nor tKnits the pi^ormonce of any duly; so 
that through the blessing of liis upright intentions, every action of 
his life may be considered a*' an adoration of the Deity, He is 
continually reuiming thanks onto Providence, and scraliniziug his 
own conduct, Bui he most espedully so employs himself at the 
Pdlowing stated umes; at day-break, when the sun begtiis to 
diffuse lus rays; at noou. wiien that grand illuminator of llie uni* 
verse sbiiies in fuU resplendence; in the evening, when he disap- 
from tlte inlmbiianis of the earth; and again at midnight, 
wlwm he recommences bis ascent. His life is an unmlcrrupted 
series of virtues and svund moraUty. Goo is witness that the 
wise of ull ranks are unanimous in tins declararion.” 
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We must allow sometbing for the partiahtr of a gruteful itiiuis- 
ter» during a long period high in the favour of a aovereign wfio 
truly appffi^elcd his servim: but il will be generally granted 
that Aklicr one of the hnest diaracten recorded iu liisiorj; 
approaching, perhapst the nearest to our own 

^ Inhffhoiaihii ti^enidottr of heroic irtir, 

At^ oMire himk when gorsti'J vi?U| 

*■ iLilluw^d oumcii 

'* Aiulhitown ^i£BCi Itm I il^ hcsi of Tubitio^ft 

Akber had not the trials of Alfred ; he had not Ijcen taught iti 
lltc school of adversity. Few tcigns have been so long, fewer so 
prosperous as Akbefs; jet he alwaja preserved a cunsisLcpcy of 
character. Tlie annual cciemopy of weighing Ihc imj*erial sove- 
with its c<Jtisc<pM!nt largesses# as also his mode of alms¬ 
giving, ought not U> pass imnolicjd. To the'" poor and needy 
Akber bestowal money and ntwsadfies of every kiiuk gtaddeniog 
the hearts,of idl'in publfe'or private. Many were allowwi daily# 
roouthly# or annual pensions, whieh they rocctv«i n^tilarly, with¬ 
out any delaj'^or deductiou., itesidcs those estabUahmenls, the 
sums’ (l«tt were daily bestowed upon parikutar ptrfs^ons, iu cons*^ 
quence of reprcscolalions m&dc in their favour# as Avell as Lite fiM)d 
and necessaries eotistanlly distributed amongst the imligent, were 
bcYond difscription. A treastircr always waited in hts jircsenfc 
for that purpose: and every needy person who prescnled lyniself 
bcl'oro Ilia nuijcsty, had hk nccessiliea insbiiiiily relieved. 

As a means of ^ bestowing a Intgcss itpon the indigent, ihe 
emperor was weighed twice a year, various arutles being put into 
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tbeopposit£ sc»te, 'Fhe fint time of performing the ceremony, 
vir-as al the comniencement of ihc Perslun month A bun, the solar 
anniversary of bis omjesty^s bVrtb*daj. Ue Utcu weighed 

twelve times again«t ihc following articles t gold, quick-silveT, 
mW'Silk, arliftciul |)erfuiiies, mask, rooioolea, intoxicating drugs, 
ghee, iron, ricc-milk, eight kinds of grain, and salL At tlie same 
lime, nccordiug to the y^rs he had lived, diere were given 
away a Ukc number ol' aheep,* goats, and fowls, to people who 
kepi those animals for ilm purpose of breeding. A great numlier 
of wild birds were also set at liberty on that occasion. The 
second time of pertbiming the ceremony was on the flfUi of tlie 
Arabian monlii Rejib, when be was weighed eiglit limes against the 
following things: stiver, tin, linen cloth, lead, dried fruits, sesame- 
oil, and ^loi-hertw. At the same time the festival of Salgcerali 
was celebrated, and donations hcstoived upon people of all ranks, 
Tlie king's aotm and grandsons were weigfjt?d once a year, on the 
solar anniversary of iheir respective nmivities, against seven or 
eight things, and some as far as twelve, which number they never 
exceeded, and according to ihejr respective ages, a certain number 
of lieasts and fowls were given away, and set at liberty. 'ITierc 
were appointed for tins cfremony <i sepiiratc treasurer, and 
inushreff. 

The coins and seals of the empire also rllustmte the character 
of Akbcr: previot^ to bis reign gold, silver, and copper, were 
roineil in various parts of the Mogul empire: he restricted the 
rolfrage of gold to four plai’cs, Agra, Ilengul, Ahraedat?od, and 
Cabal. Silver Coin was allowed to be struck in fourteen cities, 
including the preceding four: minis tbi- copper coin were appoinied 
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in iventjr-eighL cities. Gitiat ttltentiou was paitl to swaying and 
refining the \*tiriob9 tuelals, und to cveiy depart men I of liif mint 
antf treasury^ The gold and silver intended for iLc current coin 
of the realm, when brought l6 the great^ degree of purity, was 
committed to the most celeHrated artists, to give caeh. specimen 
die perfection of beamy. It is well known the coiDsf-Tnedab. and 
si^els of the Mahoincdan princes have no portrait or armorial 
beariri;^ cut on tlifi die frojii wliich thfi cohi h to Ite stamped, as 
is generally practised in Europe: it b usually iinprcssi d with 
the ciume of the reigning monarch, the dale of the year in the 
Hegira, and pcduips some appropriate or flattering title. lu the 
reign of Akber were struck lltosc luuncnsn gold mimes, disUn- 
guiaUed as the hrmorial corns; lite largest, called sehemch^ weiglieif 
upwards of one hundred lolahs, in value one liundred (ant Jiiaii/ 
WnWnot much short of two hundred pounds slcrliitg; csiimut* 
ingthe gold inohur at fifteen ^ver rupees of half a crown each; 
otJiers were of half that value; from which they diminished to the 
•tmall round mohur, valued at nine silver rupees; some of these 
were marked willr flowers, especially lliO tulip and the rose, but 
never with the reprcsen1atii>n of any uniuiaicd form. In the 
place of such emblems, Akber had amral scnlcnci:^, ictrastichs 
from tlie Persian poets, llw; pniiaes of die Almighty, or hb own 
uilts, engraved on the die >11 a most iM^autiful luannerK On tlio 
seUeoseh were these words on one side: 

Thd^sublime. mODurciil the must exullcd khalifi May Goo 
perpetuate liis kingtlom and lib retgftl and increase hm justice 
and righteonsoess^—” 

Oil the reverse of line Bchcjiseh: 
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** The best coin is thal which is employed in suppijuig men 
witli liic ncces&a(iesp}‘tire» and ibat beneOts the companions in the 
road to Don." 

On aitolhef coiti of the satnc value is dm tetrasiidi, which is 
more condensed in the Persian character than in an En^isli Irans*^ 
laiioiL? 

** The siiD, from whom the seven seas obtain ficarb. 

** The black stone from his rays obtains a jewel. 

** Theiniiie from the correcting iuduence of liia beams obtains gold. 

Tliat gold is entiolded by the impression of Shah Akber. 

** God is the greatest; mighiy is his gloiy 

On the reverse the date of the month and year* with the fol- 
Ifiwing tetrastich: 

** This eoin, which b the garmeni of hope* carries an everlast- 
“ ing impression and immurtul name.*' 

Cn some of the smaller coins were the following inscriptions in 
Persian olmractcrs, mine of diem ornamented with a tulip and 
wild-rose; 

“'God is greoicstr*—on the reverae, “ O Dcsiender!” ** God is 
“ greatest! migUly is his‘glory 1**—reverse, the dale. 

“ This current coin nccompaiites the star of good fortune i the 
SU 1 I nourishes it for this cause* that to eternity it may be ennobled 
by tlie impression of Aklier Shah." 

Tlic^ arc su fhcicii t sped m ens pf Ak ber's coi us; the seals d f Ui is 
iilustrious pf^iuce were equally characteristic of hb piety aud justice. 

On the sea! for petilionanrere these words, 

“ Hectitude is the uteans of pleasing God! 

I never saw any'one lost in a straight road.” 
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There is one exception in Ilmdostan, if not more, lo llic gems- 
ral rule of the Waliomeilan emperors not pemutUng any effigy^ or 
tlie rcpreseiitatiun of men and anitiiats on l)te iinjieriul coins; this 
is wclJ known to those who ,hare seen the iodine rupees in 1 ndia ; 
which Jn coQipIeie sets^ are now Only to be met with in ihet'abiuets 
of the curious^ or occastorffllty found singly in differeut . provinrt's. 1 
once saw an entire coireclion of these rupees in silver, and a lew 
others procured by chance of the same idcIhI: those of gohl and 
cupper never came within niy oiiscrvalloii. There arc two legends 
current in India ^peeling lh(^' singular coins. Cue relates, that 
in the reign of the emperor Jehuugheer, sun of the celebrated Jtk* 
her, and fatlicr of Shah Jehan, his favonrile Sultana Noor Jchaiif 
or Ught the. H’orld^ a woiuhii of true seen deni beauty and geiiius. 
having pnivailcd upon lire ciujjeror to grant lief puwdr for one day 
ov^ his empire, she ordered a new coinage in the diftl'rctil metals, 
Lo be impressed under twelve vaHed dies, vvtllt the signs of the 
aodiac, from whence they have been always dvsu’nguished by that 
apfLellalion. This was eertainly the most edcctnal, and perhajia 
the most ingenious method of giving uiiiyersaJity and perpetuity 
to the cxlsteuce of her itiHucnec over an ttupcrial husband. 

Auoilter story rtjects the inierlereiice of the sultana Noor 
Jehan, In the coinage of die zodiac rupees, wHch it rather altri^ 
butes to a Ttbim of the <tni»eror himself; as Jeliangeer was a 
prince of great eccentricity, and tiiough a Mussulman was a bon< 
vivani, and possibly issued the order w hen in a mirthful mood, la 
refutation of that part of the legend wliich limits ike whole coinage 
to one day, it is asserted dial the zodiac nji>ees are of difiercnt 
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dates« and it is supposed ihnl llie Mo^ul Uiifil-inasier Imd some 
ctever EmtJpcan in his aerviect ffoin of the liguies bo* 

ing executed in a mastcely maimer, in ilie European style, Tiie 
dies are unequal,, anti some of ihc inipreswons are TCiy dif^ 
fere 11 L 

Our eacatnptncnt «uhofit the ivalls of Brodem was so plen- 
sanl, tiiat we seliloni entered the city: which, Jike must oilier In* 
dian towns, was hoi, dustj, and disagrecabli^ ailbrding no attrac¬ 
tions to vie with llic nuttuni beauties of the country- No grom 
are more ihmdy, no plains tnore detightTuI, no lotus-covered lakes 
more briiliaot, than in the Brodera purgaiina. Eor here they 
liave the addition of Uiai lovely species of the menianilies some* 
times seen on the margin of the lakes on Sabette; it is one of the 
most elegant aquatic plants in llindoatan, smaller ihan ihe lotos, 
with beautiful fringed petals of tlie purest while, floating on the 
surtace of the water, surrounded by a dark folrage. When not 
too cold to sit under summeanas wilboiit our tents, the moon¬ 
light evenings niforded a tmuquil ptcasurc, more easily conceived 
than described. The air was perfumed from the raogrees and 
cUampachs near the Mnhoiiicdaii mansoteums, whose white domes 
•mve a melancholy interest to the surrouudiug groves; which 
after the monkeys, peacocks, and sqtiirrcb hud retired to rest, 
were still enlivened by the prolonged notes of the bulbul, con- 
tinned sometimes an hour after sun-set; this favourite songster 
was succeeded by the pepecheli, which frequently serenaded the 
midnight hour. The pepccheh is said, by Abal Faeel, to sing 
most enchantingly during the night, at the commencement of the 
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rains; xvlicji lis bjs cause ihe del '*'Ouncb of Jovera lo bleed ufnMji. 
Tliis bird is also culled peeyoo, wbicli in die SanscrU language big- 
ni&^b bci&vt^d. 

The cold CTenings in January oficu com|jdIetI us u> leave the 
sununeaiia, and reiire for i^armUl wilhiti our tents. This vms the 
euldesL season 1 ever fdL iu Gnteraii; fur more so than is genenilly 
expcrtencod in tlie l^vcatj-tliird degree of iiorili LitUade; U vas 
most intcjise about an haur bcfoiv suu-nsc; and aklinugh iticre 
was 00 ice, Uie cold was ccrLaiuly tuore sharp and penetrating 
than tlie autumnal frosts ttt Englujid. 1 never met with ice in 
India, but I liave been told some old people at Surat remembered 
to have seen it. In an iiitcresting journey in 17.98, from Mlrza- 
poor to Nagiioor, wc find tlmt for eev'enU days together, in the 
mouth of January, in the liventj-fiiurth degree of north latitude 
llie u-avellers met with sharp frosts, and Ice on the ponds and ia 
their vessels, for more tliau two hours after sun-rise; a ihermo- 
meter, which had been exposed all night, was coverod with Icicles 
in the moniing, and stood after isun-risc at 31^ This appears to have 
been die coldest uigltt exhibited by Fahrenhcil's thermometer on 
that journey; irhicli genemlly slootl at 23* or 24® at sun-risi», rose 
St noon to and by ten at night fell lo 3l^ 

’IIic grandest feature, from ail our uortliern cncanipmcnls on 
tbiA excursion, was the stupendous moutitaiu of Pow a-ghurr; which 
at that distance appeared a sitigle einintmce; but on a nearer ap¬ 
proach Wits observed to be connected with a range of hills, and 
much plctnresque scenery, an account of wliich is intooduoed lu a 
future diaplcr. Tlte water at Povra-^hur, and many mountainous 


traci 3 in Hbdosum^ is ailcnded iriiti Odci{?noutf elfectsj trequeiUly 
causing incurnbte sickticds, and llte premature deal!i of strangers. 

Our tentSf on this joumev, were more Uion bnee pitched nenr 
the spot set apart for tlic Chandaiahs; who, as alreadj mentioned, 
are seldom pertmtied to rtsside wUbiu the city walb, nor to have 
llteir liabitaiioiis near tlie dtlter inhabitants in the open towns. 
The sight of these poor outcasts, witli the tedeclions tiattitaily 
occurring, iiom their abject condition, proved an alloy to the 
notes of the bulbul and the perfume of the champaeh. Jt b im* 
possible to .behold them without pity, and, while subject to brah> 

tninical influence, without hope of amendment. Under my own 

* 

adntinbtration I rndeavourcil to tneliorate ihclr condition; but so 
rooted were llie prf|udices of the liighcr castes, that all attempts 
were fruitless. The liberal-minded Aul Fuact,, dberiminating all 
the other Hindoo castes by some appropriate characteristic, with 
ii frigid brevity, unlike hb usual iicncvolencc, suys ” llic chan- 
dalahs are tdle wretches, who eat carrion,'' And when inention- 
ing polluicd (lungs anioiig llie Hindoos, he adds, ** water that has 
I wen deflied by the ifA/rdaiP of a chiindalab, is to be pitrifled by 
sun-shine, moon-sbinc, or wind, and that wooden iresk'is, if toucl^ 
by a chiindalahj cannot be purified by any ineans- 

It is curious to obsorre (although in some measure accounted 
for ill olher parts of Uiese volumes) ttiai in fliie$ and punishmeuts 
for murder, among other castes of Hiiuloos, no mention is made 
of kilting the poor pariar or outcast clKUidalali. Amongst the 
lialahars 1 have particularly iioliced, that if the pooltsdis, (similar 
to ilie pariars and liiiiudalalis,) appear on the iiiglwoad while a 
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bralitnlii or ntiir passes by, or even while tlieir provision is carrieii 
along, diey are desiruyed. like a wild beast, tor daring lo breathe 
ihc same atmosphere with those hilhucd tribes. Hius says the 
Hindoo law on murder; ” If tin inferior kills hb superior, lie 
sludi^sutTer death. If a bnihmiu kills a brahmiir, lus estate shall 
be confiscated, and the hair of hts Iteud cut ofi*; he shall be 
branded in the lorehead and liauislied. If a brahiniu kills a kch> 
terce, lie shall be fined one Utousand cows, and a bull. If a brah'^ 
mill kills a b^se, he shall lie one hundred cows, and a bull. 
If a brahmin kilb a sood^, be shall be fined ten Cowa^nd n bull" 
Here seems to be a regular scale of degradation in human uature t 
from a tliousnnd cows lo ten, according to the elevation or de* 
pression of caste: in which the dtmidalab is uoi deemed worthy . 
of notice. 

The eificieui govern men t of a nalton whose own laws and 
privile^ (us fiir »s human iiistitutigns can) deservedly boast the 
perteclioii of jurisprudence, whose monarch extends his sceptre 
over sixty millious of Asiatic subjects, will surely now be exerted 
in giving full cfTccl to that wise and benevolent remihiUon of the 
House of Comruoiism 1793; « dial it is tlie peculiar aud bounden 
duty of the legislature to promote, by all just and pruden t means, 
the interests and happiness of ihe Lubabitants of the British domt* 
niojis lu India; and thdt for these ends, such measures ought lo 
be adopted, as may gradually tend to their advancement in use^ 
ful knowledge, and to their religious and inoral improvement." 
Trom so long a residence amongst the e:xaUed bnihmins and 
degraded ehaudulahs, and w'i incasing many other evils occa-^ 
sioually luenlioucd among tlie natives of India, I catmot reimm 
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from adding my evEdecce, ItowcYcr buinblc, lo ibe mais of kooiir^ 
IcdgCf and brilliant ligliisi lately thrown on this iateresling siil^cct, 
from abler pens. The more wc reflect on itic degraded silua- 
lioii of the lower tribes of lihidooe, the more unpleasant ore U*c 
iseasarions bi n mind of scusibilUy. 'Hits h prol>ably Uic last tintc 
I shall touch upon the theme. I thotefore briefly give die senti- 
menls of a mild, unprejudiced obsen'cr of the Mindooa; a man 
of leaniing and piety, who made his jo^earches amongst tlie people 
be describes,* 

Tlte Hindoo superstition makes no proi'ision for the instruct 
lion of the great body of tlw people. The redas, purartas, and 
other sacred liooks coolain, il is said, a copious system.of the most 
unexceptionable loomlity; and fiojn the specimens already tniiis- 
laled, this must in part be admitted. But the cauonical books 
of the Hindoos have always been rc^rded as a ljer|um too 
sacred to be commtUed to vulgar hauEis; to the f;if greater part 
of society they are strictly forbidden, and are doomed to reinaiu, 
in the most etnphalic sense, a dead letter. Nothing otui <e^^ual 
the ignorance of liie great body of the people, ou every subject 
relating to rdigion, morals, or literature. Few of them can ex¬ 
plain the genealogy- or uJUributes ascribed to ihcir deities. Tliey 
do not uiidcriitand the meaning of the cerefnoiiic*£ lltey attend; and 
llie nuUire and obli^tions of thdi duly iJiey may obscurely feel, 
but are vrlioby incapable to describe. . TJie inconrenlencc of 
Igoorunce, so gross and univcirol, is too obvious to re<|utre eluci¬ 
dation: it rtauiers lire mass of tlve people not only dufics to the arti¬ 
fices of priestcraft, but subjects them to the imposition of evayr 

• lyf-Ttfuniinl. 
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cbaplfliaii ffhopratenrU to skUf in any art or science wlmterer. 
nie charms, incantations, and esoreisitia, that here make a pan 
oi the nicdicul art, clearly atidvr, ibat the grossest impositions, in 
Ollier mattera a$ well as refigion* may be inmed to account among 
an umnfoiinccl mutUiwIc. 

** The ignomuce of ilie'great body of the naUves of India, has 
aliadwl their chameler wiUi a difiSdence and timidity, which has 
not only rendcrcti titem the slaves of their own monardis, or 
foreigners, in every age, but has dtgraded them, ia some measure, 
to an inferior rank among human beings. From this eondition, 
which has bo often called forth the contempt of the Iirave, and 
the compassion of the wise, you in vain endeavour to raise them 
while tlieir ijitellccts are chained down by the multiplied feiiers of 
ilieir degrading superstiUon. Tlie higher orders of the brahmins, 
wimse duty it h to undertake this work, and who arc perhapl 
alone able to effect it, arc the least likely to make any such ac^ 
tempt- While their own minds comjwraUvely enlightened by 
a pure system of natural religion, and all those precepts of duty, 
which cultivated reason teaches; ttiey ‘Metain the truth in unrighte¬ 
ousness," and commit the people to be guided by the grosser sys¬ 
tems of supersuiion and error, ^ 

'fhose polemical disputes iu religion and politics, which in 
Jiurojie sometimes disturb society, hux which always awaken 
curiosity, and iuvigoratt the powei^ of lutdlcct, are unheard of 
in India. TJie Hindoo shelters himself ftom such turmoils iu a 
total apathy, or lisUcfisness of thought, more resembling die siill- 
tiess of the grave, or unnilulaUou iiscli^ than die common efforts of 
A raUoual being- 
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**The descriplum Dr. IloWtson has given of ihc carlj pro¬ 
gress made by ihc Hitidbos is cjtiremely accurate ami g^arJed In 
ils asscvtioDS: if applied lo the higher orders of liie brahmins, or 
Uie princes.of Ilhidostan, il U-itricily just; but nothing can be 
more erroneous thiiii its application lo the bulk of the people, 
whom the ibregoing strictures are me-ant lo deiwrilHJ. The sciences 
of India, and all the more liberal arts, are at presenU and always 
have been, confined to the great and learned alone. 'J'he moral and 
theological knowledge jjossessed by a few in die Itigher ranks, for 
many ages, is as completely beyond the reach of the comiitoit 
people as if it did not exist. Of consequence it roust prove of 
little servicu in promoltug their iuteresia. The same thing may 
be aflSrmefl of every branch of knowledge. Die portion pos¬ 
sessed by njneleen ,in twenty of the whole communily, is com¬ 
paratively nothing. To the power of habit, and the mtiuence 
of custom aloiKj, they are consigned for the direciion of them¬ 
selves, Ileason, inert and feeble as in tlrcin it must prove, has little 
share in what we justly regard as its peculiar province. In such 
circumstances cerlaiidy no f*eopIc can he more entitled to indid- 
gcuce- towards theri* weakness and cnors; and there is certainly 
none who have stjonger claims upon oursympatlij and tenderness, 
Britons now occupy tlie places of their aaiivc princes; and the 
ble^ogs of prutccLidn, instruction, and eDCOuragenient in virtue, 
which there are loo frequently witldield, Pinavideiice bos bestowed 
upon us as a sacred duty to bestow." 

These appear strong and conclujuve arguments; they oppose 
a weighty that assertioii* iJiat ” on Uie enlarged,-prin¬ 

ciples of moral reasoning, the Hindoo code little needs the melio- 
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rating hand of Christian disi^nsatiuhs." Can the conversion of 
llie Hindtjos, on a tnild, liberaJ, and benevotcat plan, ijc called 
tnisguidc<[ zeal: a zeal svlthoiit prudenca and wiihnui kiiovi'ledgcf 
Bj a real dirisiian ii sureljr cuiinai he decnietl a thing ittdlJferetii, 
fvhether tfiey ate to. ho taught; the Iniths of Ute gosf>d; irhcthcr 
.they shall be transferred fixim darkness to figlii; and Irani the 
worship of idols to the adoration ot' live living Coni Noiwith'- 
standing all that lias 1>ecn allf^cd in the coittroven^y n^specting 
the conrcTKidn of our Indian subjects, this is an hypothesis that 
will not lie generally admitted. It must be obvious that m the 
code of Menu arc many drcadfiil desiclarata: luilliuhs are ci" 
eluded by tt from the knowledge of the llindtio religion; a rdi> 
gton, indeedt tipon so unjust a fouitdcilion, that a brahuiio may 
commit the most heinous crimes with compurutlvc impunity: 
while tl)c poor ciiandafah, who leads ii virtuous life, is prohibited 
from the coinmoii right of humanity. Dfjes the latter make uu 
^letit apinal to tlLc\/tfrfmg British legisluJiors? ^\'hcn the 

Hindoo law^giver (so Jar fram ofJeriiig him the lienefits of religion) 
does not even permit him to tread the outer courts of the temple, 
does it not sill] more behove an eulightoncrT government to ten* 
der him live coml'orbs of the gospel, nnd an equitable sliare in the 
comtnon rights of mai><f U is not the mysteries of Chrlstiauiiy 
on which a 5tr<»s is now laid; it is on tlu* divine cousolutioiis 
afforded by tliat li lesser! revelation, and the practice of the moral 
duties which it inculcate^ From Ibis practice, I ram these enjoy* 
meats, the loader rlasM-'i of Hindoos nre more or less excluded. The 
Chi iflttan*S'Blb1eis not an ea^cisc of ingenuity, but of obedience. 
Our great duttci are written with a sun-beam: to Ix^lieve what is 
VOL. in. 
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true, lo love what ts amlal>tc, to do what b rigtu, aud la suffer 
wliat b appoinieil. We bring ialo tlie tvorld temper* and 
dispositions wliich. arc strong obataciea to these aitaiDincnls. To 
surmount these obsUclea is the lUc of a ebriatiao; for this we 
were brought into being: as \ve pursue or negteci this, wc abaU 
answer or defeat the end for which we were bom/^—flajiNAJii 
Mokc. 

On leaving the Brodera pitrgunna, we entered a siitall iciritorj 
belonging to the Meah'Gautn rajah, iiaihed Ramul $ihtkg> This 
Hindoo ehiettainr more than any 1 ever saw in India, reminded 
me of the ancieiit patnatvhs; and Ills domestic atrangemeDts 
nearly resemblctl those of my venerable Maliomedan host at Ram- 
Kojiihp JLike him, llm respectable Hindoo lived under the same roof 
with twelve of his sous, tltcir wives and children. Someolhcis 
were engaged in the service of Ibreign princes, some had ikllea 
in battle, and several daughters were married among their own 
ca^le, ill dijTerent parts of Guzenii. Rnmul Sihng was highly 
cflicejiied in that province: alihotigh not aboniiding in wealth, 01 * 
possessing a large re%'enue, he tvas kind and hospitable to stran¬ 
gers; gave them the milk and honey of hb land; and, though for¬ 
bidden by religious tenets to kill the fatted calf, the firsUmgs of hi? 
dock, the milk of his kine, and the fruits oP hb garden were always 
sent to trayellers who visited hb little capital. It was a delightful 
visit to hi* liiumble durbar; where, surrounded by his children in 
many generalions, he prayed for blessings on their beads, and cm- 
bmeed them with paternal affection, Raniul Sihng did uoi vie 
with the princeof tJz, in the number of his camels, sheep, and 
oiceo: but he was c<iually happy in u numeruns family, and eti- 
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joycrl their society in tlie same manner. I frequently quote Oie 
sacred Iilstorians, not only for their intrinsic truth and beauty, but 
because they illiistrate oriental tuanners and customs more Imppilv 
than any odier book I am acquainted with. In ilie jjaraUel be^ 
twcea the ancient patriarch mtd the Mealt r 4 jah, there was a 
sinking coincidence of circumstances and diaractcr. Micard the 
subjects in his little prindpality speak of their pareuiaJ chief as 
did tlie inhabitants of Uz, in days of yore; and in tlie very words 
they used. ^i-)iich I noted dowti at the Uine. “ Wlicn the ear 
heard him, tlieii it blessed him; aud when tlie.cyc saw him it gave 
tvitness to him; because he delivered the poor, mnd Uic falhcrJe«», 
and him that had none to help him. Tlie blessing of itim that was 
ready to jwrish came upon liitn; und he caused the widow’ll heart 
to sing for joy I" 

TJw rajah of Meali Gaum was indeed an amiabln exception to 
iJie Indian portraius lately inlrodnced. Willi istjual pleasure I noir 
bring forward two othei^ in the characters of Hiroo Nand. and 
his amiable wile, tlien lately deceased, und burnt at Urotiera. 
Hiroo Nand was duan to Futty Silmg; who, however deficient in 
princely virtues himsclfi knew how to vaiue them in a faUhful ser^ 
vaut. Hit superior ubiJities and unshaken mtegrily gained liiin the 
esteem of his prince; he was equally beloved by his subjects for 
his justice, tnodoralion, and cfemcncy in collectiiig tht revenue 
of the Guickwar, which annually amounted to sixty lacs of rupees. 
Thus respecled by all ranks, his hajipiiiess was complelo, from 
having mamierl a young lady of ionjily, in every rcs|jcct worthy 
of such a Itmbuiul. Wlwii fits presence was required in distnnt 
provinces, to her Ire intrusted all his ooueeras iu itrodcra; she not 
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Oiilv transacted business, audited flccounis, carried on fiii ccrre^ 
posldence and recclve^l bis owu ijfficers, but gave audience to 
tbrcigu ilepululioas. This \» the more extraordioarj^, as a very fevt 

Hindoo Tromeu can ciUier write or read. 

A short time previous lo our visiting Brodera, Uiroo was seized 
with a dungeious at Neriud. Tlie i>rHhnu.i phj^iclans giving 
very litac ho()c f>rft;covery, he scot for his wife, who amvetl in 
lime to administer the last consolations to her expiring husband. 
She accunvpanied his corrisc to Brodera, where tlie funeral pile 
^vas U> be erected, with a tixed resolve not to surv.iir*® him. On 
hcarins of the dua'n's illuess, Fully Sihug aenl to assure bb wife 
of hb favour ai>d protection; and in case of Ub deccaae promised 
the regard due to a faithful imnisicr should be transferred lo his 
widoiv and children. Her Imslxiud amply provided for her by 
wilt, and, eoivlraiy to tlie laws, of dowry, and gpnerat cusioins of 
the Hindoos, he made tier lotniiy indepcfldent of Ins family. /\U 
were of no avail, she peraisied la her det^baliou lo aileiid him 
U>u better world, and suffered not the teaes nor supplications of 
uji aged molher and three helpless uifanls lo change li^ purp 09 e+ 
The funeral pyje w'as erected on the banks "Of Uic river Biswa- 
nduirec, without the gales of Brodeia, An iraiiiease concourse of 
all ranks assembled at the cremation: a band of music accom- 
panictl the brahtnins wlio superin tended llie ceremony. The liower 
of death, enwrcalbcd with sacred ilowere, was creeled over the 
pile of sandal-wood and spices, on which by the body of Uie de¬ 
ceased. After various ceremonies, ilie music ceased, and the 
crowd in isolumn silence waited the arrival of the heroine I She 
approached from a icmpomry rcUremeni with the bnihmips, at- 


lendcti hy licr mother* anti tfirt-e lovely children* arniyetl in rich 
attire* and wearing the Lymeoeal croivn* an otnudient peculiar to 
a Hindoo bride at her jiian'Iage. On reaching the pvre ahe iiiiule 
a salam to the surrounding s|ieciators* and a low obeisiinre to her 
husband’s btaly* iifer a few religious cereniouies, lite ivlleiitknls 
took ofl' her jea'cls, anolnied her dishevelteil hair vrith con^ecraied 
ghee, as also the skirls of her doiviug roljc of >cUow muslin (the 
colour of nuptial bliss). Two lisping infunls clung round her knees, 
to dissuade iier from the fatal pnr|mse; the last pie<tge of conjugal 
love was taken from her bosom !)>' an aged parent, in siH^t-chfe 
agony. Freed from these hcarl-piercing inourncrs, the lovely 
widow, ivilh an air of solann majesty, nt-eived a lighted torch 
from the bralmiijis, with which she walked seven limes round the 
pyre* Stopiilng near the ciUminre of the hower, for the hast time 
she addressed the fim, and worslupi>ed the other deities, as pre¬ 
scribed iti the Sulty-vcd; then seuhig fire to her huif, and the 

skirts of her robe, to.wndcr herself the only brami worthy of illumi- 

nating Lite sacred pile, she threw away the torch, nishcd into 
tUelwwcT. and embracing her lui-ihamS, thus t'ornmnnicnled the 
flames U> iM surrOnnduig branches. The musicium iinnicduUdy 
struck wp tlic loudest stniins, to drowu the cries of the victim, 
slnmld her courage haw fomken her. But several spectators 
then peesent, assured mo the serenity of her countenance, and dig¬ 
nity of her behaviour, surpassed all the sacrifices of' tt-sinular na¬ 
ture they had ever witnessed. I was invited to this crcmalion* 
which look place williiu twelve miles of my I'csidence, and am 
now sorry I did not attend af> extraordinary an imaiuhdinm 

The widow of lliroo walked seveu times round the funeral 
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pile; «ome Hindoo females onl]r encompass it thrice: and there 
majr he other exceptions. But in ancient and modern historj ^re 
the numbers seven and three generally considered to be 
sacred; the fomfer number is most common in scripture: among 
the Greeks and Romans the latter prerails^ especially at funerals. 

Ol li fhMSLv 

Houtk. 

« . ijiflfflidiigr 
% 

ITcT ^ Iji i mi ^ttwrti fiilfflnfiliian ■mrla 

Dccdimt ra£«#» ter mtmiam ifurn 

Ummmm eqotij nliibtsipe orv Vvxo* 

i 

tliricd todtid l1i« pib ihtj nmrti'd do 
mwd U Hid irHb « dUnulglumi 

Smr'dXxntt-vlte. 

The character and conduct of the yonng Hindoo widow ex¬ 
cites OIK adjjuraijoii and claims our pity; for although w'c may 
admire the lieroism, wc must pity a female, brassed by a wrong 
education, and itiduenced by a fabe religion, to make this dreadful 
sacrifice. Christianity would have regulated her aficctions, hare 
taught her the delights of resignation, the necesatlj of fulfilling 
her relative duties to society, aiid eipecially those implanted in the 
maternal busoni. We gaze for a moment on the Asiatic meteor; 
admiratiem and esteem accompany o^ judgment in contemplating 
the fortitude and active virtues of l,ady RusscH, Madame dc 
Serigne, ilie late Marcliioncss of Tavistock, and oUicr eminent 
females in Europe. 


* 
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Wouuo, fnmt ciicLuuUreu f tg cimt 
Tlw ^mi^lca of oar pua^c bcre ^ 

Iff pily to omftQtow^T fO ibow 
*X1x ttdkr jon of Pbodw belov 
Wltb pntinn }df«i m*ttoti dtujr, pour 
tl«r gCGitkt igfiLifl» c>o our orfrulng- lioar, 

'When tiio wotU-wcir^ *(Hrit lofi^ to mvt 

Its tlirobbing EAUplts m ksr sbalEenrig 

WcvmiDr irhoK wboBc g^icO/ wIhw toQcb^ whoit iUgilj 


Cio wrap iw UL tieapohf or ! 

Wiih untoM bsf^i anil psajon'i nAniekti ihn^l^ 
RrfiMT tfinr rapAum^ bid odr cSm Ik idU ^ 


Afftlb Low » wreet ibis, the flE»ni of Woo 
Bid in «cj bfcflit ttitiiriliig tr Mi^ iiw i mO j 

CRT souir riflitg; £»kd d«>frpfj. 

And kwl to Yiitne^ hj tbo pitb of Avrost, 


The Indian iromen, especiaTly llie high caMc 9 df{]indoo 3 ,lm^e 
tbeir peculiar vinues; delicate, retired, and feminine. On the pre¬ 
sent journey, nut only in the Englisti dblricls, but those belonging 
to other govcmnicnls, tlic women drew water at the public wells for 
ounelves, our serrams, and cattle, wliile others presented us with 
butter, milk, vegetables, fruit, and fbwen. However shy they 
may be reckoned in itielr general deporlmeut to sirangcre, in. my 
purgunnas 1 have often known them to exceed these stated iludea 
of hospilidity: and laive seen a woman of no mean rank, lilemily 
illustrate the conduct of an uafortunaic princess in the Jewish lus- 
tory ; wher«, “Tamar took flour and kneaded it, mid made cakes 
in her bmibcr Anmoii's house; and did bake the cakes, and took 
a pan, and poured them out before him. And her brother said 
unto ber, bring die incui ibat 1 may eat of thine band; and Tamar 
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took ti.e cak« which she hod raatle, and brought them to Amnon 
lier broUier,'* 

Such the simplicity of royalty in former ages: such the 
domesiic conduct in a princess of the house of David, Worncr m- 
troduces a lady of equal rank, engaged in an occupation which m 
Europe would be tliought very degrading; but is not beneath the 
dignity of the brahmin female at this day, 

‘^Whenlo! Uwy nwst. bedde* ciyittl iprinjj. 

Tift doagkwr til Aniipli*lOi C* ISj?*?' 

•* Slw marUHri]!’* «lt«t onac Aiwai 

« Afticiii'* iopjiiy »t» town? 

«»lilt dutuet tbty ipprowA." Oarwt' 

However dccUMy sonic travellers may write on ilie Asinac 
uomcD, it is dilVicuh to form a eorrert porlrail of tlie lugli Mogul 
or lliodeo female characlev; is|.TOaIlj arooo^ tlie former. I have 
known English physicians sen. for to the durbar ni Cambay, and 
a,c r-'"--" of of®" Mahomeilans. The princes openly consulted 
Uicm on dieiv real and imaffiiaiy complahits; tlmy gencridly en¬ 
tertain a high oplbion of Uieh medical skill, are fond of conversing 
upon the subjccir'and ciiumeroliog lixir disordum. Their allend- 
ance was nolcpiifioed to the mule sex; die ladies generally t«- 
nucalcd a visit (for inferview it cannot Ik called) in the 
baram: whither die physician was conducted by eunuchs and 
duennas, am! nliendcd u patient for many days, widiout ever 
seeing her. On entering die ladies’ apariiuenis, he was led into n 
sakam. separated from die interior chimibers by a thick curialn, 
falling' from thu ceUmg to the Boor, the whole lireadth of tlie 


329 


room; ibis curlain Ims a small aperture in ibe cetJire, like 
to froiii of a tbeittre, ibiougb whkb the puts her arm. lliat 

the pli 3 'stc(an might feel the ]Hilse«- anrl Jbmi some sort of oon' 
clusioa for a prescription: but be was not permitted an^' rurUitT 
iDiercoursc wiib these seetmled ladies. 

In describing tlic Indian Mahomedans on anolber^occastoni, I 
gave Uie sentiments of a very intelligent writer on those in the 
Nizamis country: what bo sa^'s on tbe feuiaJc ebanteter in tiial 
class of oriental society, is Uh» |>ert!uciit to be oinUle<), “ In re* 
Inidng iite various subjects of a cursory' sketcii of Mabomedan 
manners, there is one circumstance likely to strike iIki curious 
reader, namely, that rebncoicnt of manners should be found 
among a [leoplc whose customs entirely preclude ivomcn from 
any puriidfKition in society. As it popular opfniun hns long pre¬ 
vailed in Eiimpe that ritaiikind are chiefly indebted for the ini- 
provenient of ferocious and uncouth luanneis to tbe endearing 
society of the more amiable sei, as well us to llie refinement 
arising from the itiiroduction of diivalryi yet, in coniradietion to 
this supposition, we team from history that the institutions of 
chivalry are miknowii in India, or in tire eoumries from whence 
die Maboiiiedaii contpicrois of India originaietT Wc also know 
from the same source, thiit the exclusion of women from the mixed 
sodetyof men, obtained tiiortor Je^a in Asia prior to the ioirnduc- 
Ijoo of the Malionirdiiii religion. ludccti, though tlic Mahomedan 
docltlne has Irecn supptracd extreiiidy niiversc to the fair sex by 
Europeans, it will be found tliat iJic women of Arabia arc pecu- 
liiirly indebted to the precepts of the Koran for itic aboliiioni of a 
horrid custom, then prevulcrit among the Arabs, of frc(]ueiitlv 

VOI.. IJJ. 9u 
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condcmuiiig lo deaib ihdr femaJtt oSpriiigiiifiusefessforLiie purifo&i:^ 
of trar. ^iid here it may not be e^Uancous to make {^onie meiiUott 
of a religion wtawe dictates liave caused so estraordiiiary u separa¬ 
tion in society betn'cen the two sc^es; :uj insututtoa the lii 4 )fR 
sitignlar, as arising I'roni die iucabmttons of a man witose devotion 
to the sex ptuced the eternal liappincss of die Faithfitl in the per¬ 
petual eojoyment ot bliss in Uie amis of celestial beauties; who, 
Uke their mortal sisters, arc equally cond^nned to retirement in the 
ticxl world? where ^Mahomed nepreienls the charming blaek-cyed 
girls of Faradise^to be created of pure mask, and possessing the most 
rigid sentiments of modesty,as secluded from the rest of the licaveiily 
host in sacred groves, or enshriiied In [mvilions of hollow pearl of vast 
extenL Tliough this indeed particularly alludes to the Hur Al 
or Houree, an immortal race created for the solace of true 
bclievere! yet to prove, with many other [uissages of the Koran, 
that women have not been banisiieil tltese celestial abodes, the 
I'aitJifid are permitted to send foF Uteir former lovesf who, cloliicd 
in Tubes of heavenly texture, and crowned with resplendent pearls, 
will wander in the fragrant bowers of Paradise, enjoying the un¬ 
fading bloom of ctcriial youth. But, to descend from the exlatic 
raptures of dm amorous prophet to his earthly insiiUiiions, we tnav, 
in die Muliomcdiin mode of life, partly trace iJie views of its 
ambitious founder. l>esigatng his disciples for the founders of a 
new and splendid empire, lie wished die whole energy of tbe 
human soul to be collected in tbaL one great design? and that, 
'inspired with eutUusiusm, his followers might, without inierruption, 
pursue a steady trqurse in dje arduous and dangerous paliis of 
politics and war. Yet the strong impulse of nature warned the 
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Prophrt, like a iecret. monttor. that iatellacluaf food a!oD<; vras la- 
sudicicnt for ticiiigs compounded of soul and bodj'p^ Convinced 
of this, he only foilowed, wilhoiU knoiring ii, the example of ZenOf 
£picunis« and Aristotle, by adapting his system and religion to 
his own temj;>efament and inclinations. Love and dominion were 
the passions of the PmphoU so he determined they should go hand 
in liaud; and resolved that Utc diet and beverage of his discipTei 
should neitlier impair the vigour of tiie liody nor the facuIUes of 
tlte mind. But. as the frailty r>f human nature had ordained 
repose both to the statesman and hero, he contrived that the 
allurements of pleasuitr should not interrupt the hours of business, 
and that women should be the solace of mankind only in the 
lionra of rctircmcnl and relaxation, without supemdding to the 
toils of public life the siuxTety and perturbation of the absent 
lovec. For, however dull and iiianiniaie society may appear to the 
votaries of pleasure, deprived of this genial source of all our delights, 
yet the philosopher and stalesmmiv viewing pleasure as a secondary 
motive, may think the exclusion of women an advantage to the 
cold system of wisdom and policy, Nam fuk aatt firJeitam fie/Zi 
teierrmn eauta amor; which the subsetjuent ages of the world have, 
aud do confirm." 

From Urodera and Meali Gaum, wc travelled westward, through 
the Jambosoer and Aluuood purgunnas^ Itaving already described 
those districts and tlielr r^[iecijve capitals, 1 shall not resume the 
subject* Ahiiosl every psirt of'the lirodera purgunna evinced its 
former beauty. In topes of niango and tamarind trees, tasiefully 
planted near mosques, mausoleums, and oilier remains of Mogul 
splendor, now in a state of dilapidation. The abundance of 


game in this counirjf* and est>cciuHy of wild peacocks in the wood¬ 
lands, is asUmisliing: tvery village stems to hare an appropriate 
share of these birds in the surrounding groves. Th^'t as in the 
Dhuljov dislriets, peacocks and monkeys arc protected, suitl allowed 
an ample share of grain in the culUcs, or farm-yards, 'rhe pea¬ 
fowl in other parts of the country, sedudeil from the haunts of 
men, subsist, no doubt, upon wiltl fruits, insects, and reptiles, 
which every where rtbotind, especially ol the coluber tribe, for 
alihoiigb. like die rest of lUc sijecits, liie pea-fow l of Guzerat are 
graiiivorous, they are also very fond of kTprnts, and devour iheitt 
wlmijev^r ihvy have an opportunity. The nalivcs are still more 
obliged to the sahras, stork, crane, and many other gnnnimvorous 
and aquatic birds, for the iicsinictipu of those enemies, xdiicli ilicy 
swallow with great avidity. And as the suakc devoiim poultry 
and animals of various descriptions, ten times larger than itself, so 
the peacock contrives to swallow a Serpent of iilriiosl incredible 
magnUudej even the cobra-di-capello, and others of a poisonous 

nature. 

The cobra-<U-capello, or coluber naja, is as common in Gnacrat 
as in many parts of Hindosmn, At Dhuboy they were of the 
laigcat size, and generally of a paler colour than those in the 
C^can, occasioned perhap by the contrast; the hood of those in 
Guzerat apfieafs more brillianL, and the black and white uiai'ks in 
the sj>cciaclc 3 more distinct than in the darker kind at Hombay, 
The hood is dilatable to a great degree, at llie pleasure of the animal. 
This faculty is occasioned by the length of tlie bony rays proceed¬ 
ing from ilic sides of the vertebrae in that |»art; and which, assisted 
by proper muscles, enable the snake to extend the skin of the 


333 


neck to a large Hatlenetl surface or hootl ; generally spoiled* like 
ilie^^rest of ike body* with broua* except ihosc black and while 
marks* rcsenibliag a pair of spectacles in shape* which Ivas ol>- 
uiineU il the name of the spceiacle-snakc. 

♦ lake liiosi oUier serpents, the cobra'ilbcapello has Uie power 

of fuscinaiiiig small binls^ ivlio either Jiovcr ovet it* until U>ey 
actually drop intoiU mouth, or lose tlie pf>wef of motion to escape 
from their insidious ciieiiiy. J Juivc froiiuenliy found very large 
skiiLs of these serpenls, perfect* and of great beauty, in caverns 
and tliick bushes, w differeul parts of India; i>articularJy in llie 
caves of Salseitc and Eiephanta, where they are very abundant. 

In Mr. Boag*s account of the serpents at Brimbay, it apjreare 
Umt Gmeliifs Sysleina Nalune dc 3 cry}es two hundred and nine¬ 
teen diftereni kinds of snak^ of which, according to litmteus, only 
one in ten arc puiaoiious; and that many of tiieseare not poisonous 
to man, though ihey may be dcslnictive to lesser anitiiids. “ I’lie 
most cerlniii mdieaiiou to be depcndetl on* is tliC large canine teeth 
or fangs fixed in the upper jaw, wliich are eommonly two in 
luniiber* but sometimes tiioie. 'riifse Im^th are covered with a 
membranous sheath, and nre crooked* njoveable. and hollow, to 
cive passage to die venom, which they receive from a small reser¬ 
voir that runs along tiic palate of the tnoudi* and passes ihcotigh 
the body of each lung. This reservoir contains only a stiiall 
rptanlily of venom, which is forced out of it when the animal 
attempts to bile hy a strong muscle fixed in the upper jaw lor 
that purpose. It has been well observed by Ltnnccus, that if 
nature has ibcown them nuked on the ground, desuiute of limbs. 
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and exi>oiea to ever/ miser/, she has in return supplied liiem iv rih 
a deadljr poison, itie -iiiost terrible of all ireapoas! 

On procuring a larpi cobra-di-capello with the venomous 
teeth and poison-bag entire, it was made lo bile a joung dog hi 
dte hmd leg, for whldi no medicine was made use of. The dog 
iipou being hit howled violenlljr for a few minutesthe wounded 
Jimb BOOH btreame r>atal/tici in tea minutes Uie dog In/ senseless 
and convulsed; in lliiriecn minutes lie was dead. A dog of a 
smaller siae, and /oungcr, was bitten m the hind when he was 
insianU/ plunged into a warm nitre bath prepared on puqiosC. 
Tlie wouiid was scarified, ruid washed With the solution of lunar 
caustic, while some ol’ it was poured down Ids throat. TUti dog 
died in the same Umc. and with the same s/mpioms as the I'onner, 
After an inierval of one da/, die same snaJte wai made to bite a 
young puppy iu die hind leg; but aW the part billen a ligature 
was previously tied:, the wound was scarified and Ireatcil as the 
other. This dog did not seem to feel any other mjuiy than that 
ambg from the ligature rouiul his leg. Half an hour after being 
bitten the ligature and dressing were removed: thedogsoon began 
to sink, breathed quick, grew convulsed, and died. 

“Tlie symptoms which arise from ihe bileorascrpeBt,areconi- 
monljr pain, aielling, and redness in the pan bi«cn; great fainu 
ness, with aickness at Ihe siomacl,, and someliincs vomiting 
succeed ; the breathing berame, short and iaborions. Uie puise’ 
low. quick, and inteiinpled. The wound, wliieb was at first ted, 
becomes btid, black, and gangrenous; the skin of tbe wounded 
limb, and somelimes of tbe whole body, takm a yellow hue; cold 
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sweats and convulslott^ come on: livepadcnldfinloi, winetiutcsi 

iu a fevr ljour$, hut cumtiioiily at U)f end of Itru^ three, or four 
days. This b the u^ual iirc^ress wlven ihe disease terminates 
faialJyi biil Inippily the patient will iinjst cotumonly rijcover. A 
reHeciimi wliicJi should uioilerate the feui^ uf thoM^ trtiu happen lo 
be bitten by snakes; and which, at any rnUii should, as much as 
possible, lie resisted; as die depmssing passion of fear u ill in alt 
cases assist the operaiiou of the poison.'* 

Tear doubtlessly o(>crates powerfully on men and aminals at the 
sight of these Tcnoiiibus serpents, e^pecTally those of superior 
magnitude. Many of Uve Hindoos,discarding fear, smn lo behold 
them with veneration and love. They arc, as idready mentioned, 
the protccioivi of iheir treasure, Uve object of adoration iti their 
temples, and must probably the receptacle of some favouretl souls 
in the melcnnwydiosb. With them, as among the ancients, the 
serpent is, in a high degree, figurative anti symhulicah Its many 
singular properties render it peculiarly iniercsling; none more 
woiidcrfid than its power of charming tlie unwary b?ixls(as instanced 
in the cobra-di-capelli>), by fixing its briJIiaut eyes on the intendfiil 
prey, until the terrified fluuerer actually runs into its open mouth. 

Paley, iu his Natural 'llieology, markijig the attention of the 
Creator to the that great kingdoms in tlie aninial crt?aUon, fjuadru- 
|veds, birds, and fishes, and to their con ad lution as such, inlrwliices 
the fang of a poisonous serpent us a clear and curious examph* of 
iiiechatucal contrivance In the great Author of uatnru, !t is a 
jverforaleil tooth, loose at Ihc root; in ils (|uiet state lying down 
flat upon the jaw, but furnished with a muscle, which, with a jeric, 
aud by the pluck, as it were, of a string, suddenly erects it Under 
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tlie toodip close to its root, ami coinmumcaiing witli the perfora- 
Itoo, lies a small bag» containing^ the venom. When the fang is 
niiscd the closing of the jair presst's its root against tlie bag UDtler> 
neath; and ilie force of this cQm|)ressio» sends out the duid 
irilh a coushlerablB impetus through the lu()e in the middle of the 
tooth. Wliut more unoquivocuh or effectual apparatus could be 
devised for die double purp<jse of at oace indicting the woiuid, 
and injecting the poison? Vet^ though lodged hi the mouthy it is 
so constitulcti, as, in Us inodensivc and quiescent stale, nut to 
tntcriere with the nniiimrs ordinary office of receiving its food. It 
has been observed also, lliul none of the hurmless serpems Lave 
these fangs, hut teeaili of an equal siise: not moveable, as Uiis is^ 
but hxetl into the javr. 

I tieliuvje very few of the water-siiukes have tliese fangs, or aie 
ill any degree vccomousi* In this Ihmilv is a great variety; some 
very large, esi>edally those in soundings on the Malabar coast, 
Alaii^' in the Guiierat lakes are of Ijeaulifiil colours; and their 
predatory pursuits are extremely curious. They ivatch the fiogs^ 
Ihiaj'ds, young ducks, water ratn, and other animals, when reposing 
on the leaves of the lotus, or sporting on the margin of a lake, 
aud at a favourable opportunity seize their prey, and swallow it 
whole, Uiongh oflen of a circumference much larger than tbem-^ 
selves, Tliese, in their turn, become foorl to the larger aquatic 
fowl, which fretiucnt the lakes; who also swallow them, aiul their 
conleals, entire: thus it sometimes happens that a large duck not 
only giilp^ down the living serpent, but one of its own brood still 
exisiing in its uiaw. Standing with some friends on the side of a 
lank, watching die mancEuvres of lltcae animals, we saw a Muscovy 
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tlmkc swallow a large snake» which had jus I before gorged iUclf 
wjlh a luring prey. The drake came ou shore to exercise him¬ 
self in getting down ihc snake, which cominoed for some houra 
working within the bird's craw; who seemed ntther uneasy at its 
iroubleaomc guest, U U therefore must probable them were lliree 
dilTcreiit creatures alive at tlie same lime in Uiis singular cOtt- 
nectiun. I’he serpent swidlows small auimais alive without much 
suction or bruising, and a living frog is frc<]uenlty found within the 
snake's stomach, llow long Uie frog coattnuca alive within the 
^rjient, and tlie serpent witljiti th^ bird, I cannot aay, as the 
digtsfiive lacuhies of the stomach may vary in ditferent animals. 
Ihe ostrich swallows stones, iron, and similar subblanccs; the 
shark voraciously tlevonn car(>emers’ tools, pieces of wood, chutp’ 
knives; and thick ropes, that IbJl from the ship; the peacocks ami 
a<iuatic Towl of Guaerat prey upon living serpeuts, and small 
reptiles of every description. 1 meulioDed ihb propenaity in the 
fulco serpeotarius, or secretary-bird, in Uie menagerie at the Capo 
of Good riope. Barrow relate* a very curious circtunstance rc^ 
spccting living serpents in the stomach of one of diese birds aller 
its death, which puts the iiiimcr beyond all-doubt. “ An English 
gciulcmaii, ivho held an official sitiialtun at Uie Cajje of Good 
JIo;re, Ixjingnot on a shooting purly, killed a secretary-bird, which 
he rarrietl home with the intention of having an accurate drawim^ 
made fiDin it. lie throw it on tiieiloor of the balcony near UiC 
house; whert!, a^cr it had remained some time, and been examined 
ami to«sc<! about, one of the company observed the head of a 
large snukc pushing ojwn the hillf out of which it speedily 

crawled, in per tec l vigour, and free from any iujiiry. On lhe*up|)o- 

vot. Itf, Hi 
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»ltoD dial odiera mlgUi aliU be m ibc stomach, the bird was sub- 
pended by the legs, and presently a second made its appearance, as 
large fliid ns lively as the Jirst The bird was afterwards opened,, 
when the stomach was loiind to contain several dead snakes^ with 
u hallKiigestcd mass of lizards, acoqdons, scolopendne, centipedes, 
and beetles/' 

The little district belonging to the Meah Gatim Kajali afforded 
neither novelty nor interest; but on coteritig ibe Jamboscer pur- 
gunna, which lind then been several years in the company's posaesp. 
Sion, we observed A visible alteration in the agriculture, population, 
and cheerfulness of ihe villages: for fertile, Ijcatitiful, and nbun- 
dant, as are so many parts of the Brodera perguona, yel numenjus 
villages are depopulated, and the surrounding country a desert, 
from the oppressive governmcnl of Putty Silmg, and llio cruel 
irruptions of the Bheels and Gracias, In one considerable tract 
near the confines of ihe Brodera dbtriet wc witnessed a mournful 
scene, occasioned by a different scour^: a flight of locusts Lad 
some lime l>efope alighted in that part of the country, and left 
lieliind them an awful aud striking contrast to the general beauty 
of this cartldy paradise. The sad description of flosca was literally 
realized. “ That which the palmer-worm iialh left, hatli the locust 
eaten; and tivat which the locust hath left, hath the canker-worm 
eaten; and that which the canker-wonn hath left, hath the cater¬ 
pillar eaten. They have laid waste the vine, and barked the fig- 
tree; they have made it clean bare, and the brauches tliereof are 
made white: the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the 
apple tree, even all the trees of the held are withered. Howl, O 
ve busbandmeni for the wheat aud for the barley; because the 


iiarrest of Kie field is perished. How do the beasts groim! the 
herds of cattle are perplexedj because thej/ have no j>astiircj yea, 
the docks of sheep are matle dcsolulel” 

I am no judge of this diatinciion iu the caterpillar trilje: 
neither can I dbtrrimmate Llie different companies tn a boat 
of locaats; alt are desuruaivc, and equally dreaded by the 
peasants. In the forest sccuciy ou Utis excursion^ wc saiv ntany 
beautitul varieties in the mantisr cicada* ami jiapilio - tribes; 
especially among those curious* but mvetioua iiiBCCts* culled the 
crceping^leaf. The lough eugar'Cancs, luxuriant juarree, and 
strongest oil-plants* liad fidJeii a sacrifice to the host of locusts, hi 
llu! iBrodera puxgunna; even the large mowah trees did not (aca|ie 
their ravage. 'Hic madhucat or mowah tree, abuunds in this 
part of Guzernt, and a great quantity of mmvah-arrack is distilled 
in tlic Broitem villagca. This pernicious distillery is encouraged 
by the Indiaii'princes on account of the revenue^ aUbough* like 
a shnilar mischief in a more civilized country, Uic deleterimi<^ 
effects of this iiUOxicating spirit are too visible among the lower 
classes of society. Iri Bnodem they also distil a strong spirit from 
the sugur cane, and the nrolapscs, or jaggaree* it protliices. 

Sugar, and spirits dlsiillctl fVojn sugar* have been known in 
India from iIeuc imraemoriul. Sir William Jones proves the Insti- 
tutts of Menu to have been promulgated at least twelve hundred 
years before the Christiiin ami. Tfiose laws particularly prohibit 
spirits to the Brahmias; whether extruded from the dress of sugur, 
from rice* or from the fiowem of the timdhtica. 

In most of the Guzi^rat vUlages, and in every part of Indiii 
where I travelled* are usually one or more potters* who manufacture 
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potSj Uifllies, ami ailicr un-iisiiit, from the ai^illaccoua cartU: these 
are ttinied by Uie wheel, whU ihc mud sijnpiiciljf of oriental 
ariificers. Some of the suirerior workmen mimufacture iJola, iu 
ihe Hindoo ruylhology, of.clay, baked and painted, in iiuitalion of 
those formed of prepared ticie, aiabaater, and different metals, 
which were annually imported to a considemble. amount at ihc 
Baroclie PUoorea, when I was cusiom-iuasUir ai tital settlement ^ 
and transported from thence into the interior of Gusierat and 
Malwa. At the Baroche Flworia I frequendy purchased sijeckmeiis 
pt* Ganesa, anil oilier Huidoi> dtiities, on a small scale,;, both, iu 
rice and alabaster: and the Brohmtnb at Dliulwiy liberally and 
kindly superinletided the silvcr-smilh, >vho made me a set of images, 
cast in uithenaque, or Chinese white copper, with the oroamcivts 
and utensils of the temple, in gold and sil ver, of a reduced aiae, 

A pariicubr part of tlie bed of the Nerbudda, not fkr from Chnrw 
dode, as also some phicea at a greater distance in that riverj were 
famous for producing stones eiiacily resembliiig the idol apprt^n 
printed for the worehip of Seva. They are formed into this shape 
by the action of the water, and on that account are decnied 
particularly holy by tlie brahmins in the seel of Seva, 

The general vdocUy of the Ncfbudda, whore thestreikoi is con¬ 
fined to a naiTow channel, occasions the friction of the stones to 
produce a great variety of forms, consequently some of the shape 
allnded to. Those are all produced in the upper parts of the * 
river, for iU bed, in llie Baroche and Ziuore districts, is entirely of 
mud, clay, or sand; not Uie amailesl pebble is to be met with. 
Xike roost rivers in Iliiidosian, die Nerbudda overflows its banks 
in the rainy season, when its Uinits mtr coufloed; ^a number of large 
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Il’ccs and anltuais ari^ (I)cn brouglit down Itj ttie floods from thi; 
mountains: some of the fomier diflbreni fixim rliosc In ilic pTaius of 
Gu^raL The Nerbuddu sehlotn occasions mwchicr; the over- 
flovvimi streums of tlic Dalider, and some of tiie smaller rivers, 
ijreqitcutlj produce dreadful caliimities Trithin a few miles df their 
fertile banka. These floods seem lo be very little influenced by llic 
rain whicl* falls on the plains, lliey are always occasioned by 
mountain torrents. TKerc ccrlatrdy is not so ^rcat a fall of rain 
during the wet season in Guzenit us on the island of Bombay, 
and. tlie souiliern parts,oflUe Malabar coast; where the periodical 
rains generally commence and terminate at Uie same jXMimI, as wo 
cxpt:ncnced at Surat and Barodie. lire setting in of the rain, 
mill Uie soulli-west monsoon, usually takes place before tljc middle 
of June, and contnivtes, with more or less violence, and unct(ua! falls 
of ridii, for about four montlis: the largest quiuitity alwuys fuUs in 
July. From a calculation made and published, it appears lltal on 
the ishmd of Bombay, for eight successive years, from 1780, iIh; 
general average of min in July, was t4tcnty'two inches, and the 
oiost that fell in any one day was six indies. The quantity of 
rain which fell in each of those years at Boinliay, being thus ascer¬ 
tained, may serve as sin estimate for ten d^rces of latitude, from 
70“ to 20* on the west side of llie Gaut mouulains. 
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From Jttlj 4tli, to October 14tb, 

080 . . 

. 53 4 

Prom June i4th, to October 14th, 

Ttsi . . 

, 715 

From May i28ih, to October Sth, 

1782 . . 

» 51 8 

Prom June Ist, to October 4tl», 

1783 . . 

. 73 

From June 6U], to October 6 Uj, 

1784 .. . 

, 47-5 

From May 291I1, to O^ober S7th, 

1783 , . 

. 70 2 

From June 12th, to October ISlh, 
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From June llih, to October 12th, 
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. 70 4 
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pHAPTEB XXXIV. 


PUESeSTTATlOK OP OAAOCa£ ASHD ITS VALUABLE 
DlBTBiCTS TO linADAJBS SIVBIA; 

m 

cesstOK OP j7Etrtior, thb otheb bit&lisii posgos^kas 

lir 0U2BBAT TO THB UAHBATTA GOVB&KMBKT: 

A»l> PIKAJL DSPABTCait OP TUB COUPAKT'P 
SEBPABTS AEri> CASRISOBB FROH 
THOSE ESTABLISHUEHTB. 

1783. 


^ O liiifn 1 Ibisn harmfy 

^ ofUiii* iod ptuffliiitf i»Ulli dct%ttt| 

" ftettiil ple uMfte ia titf ivtictn 

** Ard BmSng Ptiirrr Jcub Aj vijuiuu traia ^ 

Sh^iI of Jvt load giu i ti moFe 

And Pqtwtt tooki cb&eHbt ift 
Tboi Rabbit the ^lociot^ of Nitiue 

** Gvw'wt bdutjir ta ibe um^ tisd p fam ty * ^ t£^ di/1 
^ *lli Liu.trr tbai cro«i3a a 

And M Wfei &acM wApSllli^f^^ iaiHe,** 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 


X vow enier upon liic painful subject of uiy last letter from tit* 
diaj it was wrilten from Bombay at tlte end of the year 1783, 
when 1 Lad taLen a final leave of Baroche, Dhnboy, and aU the 
interesting scenes in Guzemi. Iliey tlien no longer belonged to 
the English; the British flag, the seenrity of liberty and property 
in that deligbtfhl province, no more waved oti her ramparts, and 
the peasants on her luxuriant plains were abandoaed to Mahratta 
despotism. Ill-fated people, who only experienced the mildness of 
our laws, and tasted the sweets of freedom, to find the cup of slavery 
more bitter I 

I sliall not discuss die oriental politics at that period. TIic 
East India Company had been engaged for several years in an 
eipchsive war willi the Mahrattas and Hyder Ally Khan, the two 
most formidable powers in Hindustan. In the beginning of 17M 
the Supreme govommenl of Bengal concluded a peace with the 
peshwa of the Mahrattas, through the mediation of Mlmdajee 
Sindia, one of the great sirtiars, or chieftains, of the empire; a man 
* wliose rise in life wan so extraordinary as to merit a particular 
recital. 

%hcn Dajee-Row became peshw'a, as particularly meutioned 



in tliti account of ihc Mahraltas, be employed hta younger brother, 
Cliiiiiuajee Appa, in affairs of the greau>st imporiance, for the 
Rajah Saoti UUouscia, the iiomiital lioveteign of the MaLraUas: 
armies 'n*ere iutmsied to his command: atid the country of the 
Conc^ti, with ail the castles below the Gauls, which* under the 
Mogul eiiipetora. had bceti governed by the Abyssinian Yacoot 
Khan* was submitted to Ids direction: widte vested wltli this 
authority be conquered Basse in from tlse Portugiiczc. 

Chitunajee* at Ids death, left one sou* named Sudasevr Row, 
who afterwards became better known by the appellation of Bhao^,. 
Bajoe-Row also dying, his son Baliejec-Row, generally called 
Nanna* succeeded his father in the lull possession of all his mtnis^ 
terial powers, as pcsliiva, while his cousin Bhaofi renimned in 
obscuntj. Ramchunder Baba, a brahmin of great abilities, who 
had been closely conueelcd with Cbimnajee* saw and lamented Uie 
fortune of his son. Influenccil by his feelings, he watted on the 
Rajtih Saou Bhonseta, and by his reprcseutalious to that prince, 
procured a mandate, onlainiiig that Nana should have the supreme 
dircclioo of his affidrs, in the manner of his father Badjee Row* 
and that Bha^u should enjoy powers under Jiun, similar to those of 
Cldmnajee: conformable to this resolution, the rajah confirmed 
his appptnlmeiil of the two cousins by a ^rpaw to each; ftxjiu 
which lime Nana was considered as head purdUan^ and 21ha6u as 
dtiaan. 

After lliis event a Jong interval elapsed, in which, though 
Nana behaved with Ute greatest circumspection and civility to his 
new associate, yet Ramchunder, who had been the cause of 
Bhiou's elevation, saw and dreaded latent jealousy: to evade the 
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cdDseqiteaccs of which, he constantly insisted whh Blidou on the 
necessity forming a new aitd powerful interesl in the army, 
by the promotion of new men to command, wtmsc hopes and 
prospects must rest on him uloue; since no leliEiiicc could bo 
placed on chteftams grown old in auihoriiy, and haughty from a 
habit of commanding. Bh^u felt the force of his friend's Teftsr}[|. 
mg, and in the prosecution of Ins plan selected J^fnlhar Row 
EloJcar, a eiUcdur, or soldier of fortune; who, witJt a high repitut' 
Uon, pusses^ besides only his Innm^ and swnrd, and with him.- 
Ranr^ee Sindia, who cotnmandetL a few horse. They were both 
esteemed excellent soldiers, ami bad been occasionallv intrusted 

m 

with small commands iturlng ilte administration of the laie peshwa, 
Badjee'^Row. Mutual agreements were entered inlu;: BMou en¬ 
gaged oD all occasions to procure tor them an additional extent of 
territorial goyemtnettl, and to increase their forces, while they 
pledged themselves to support his Inducnce, as the origin of ihcir 
guild lor tunc. 

Great, part of the extensive province of Matwa was shortly 
after allotted to them in Jaghire; while some districts of inferior 
value were confened on Powar, a very lospectable chieftain 
amongst the Mahraiias. No opportunity was lust of adding to tlie 
power uf lJha^iu*s new friends;, and BhdseJt, with the other Icni- 
tories of the Mogul, which, by the death of Dost Miihommed 
Khan, and Yas Mahomnied, fell into die hands of the Mahraitos, 
were addtui to llieir goveniment. 

I 

After a long time spent in this manner, Raiiojce Sindiu died, 
and was succeeded in his Jaghire by his son Jcajee Appa, who 
had two brothers, one named Dutajee PaicII, the other Tucujee; 
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theforiuer was admitted hy Jcajee u> a participation of power; 
bill Tucojee dying, left a son named Kedrajee. Ranojee Siudia 
had also a son by a buikee^ or bond-womaUt whose name was 
-Maluluruo, but who has since become better known by that of 
MhadaJ^e Sindia. As among the Hindoos the olTspring of a bond¬ 
woman is not held in equal esteem, nor admitted to inheritaiice 
with the Icgiliniutc cbildien, so was this yonng man micliided from 
ail share in his father^s estate: insomnch that he was driven to the 
necessity of serving in tlic armies of Bita6u, his father's patron, as 
a roe which signifies a cavalier admitted to the 

acquaintance of the chief. 

When Mhara^<ih Backt Sihngt mjah of Marwar, died, hb 
11 cphew. Raw Sihng^ son of llarttb Abh6 Sihitg, hts elder brother, 
who during the life of lus uncle had not entirely concealed his 
pretensions, openly aspired to the rajahship, and raised an army 
to support his claims against Lis cousin, Bgei 5'iAri^, Uie son and 
successor of the late rajalu Hositlilies Ijolween these competitors 
lind subsisted for two years with great aiiimosiiy, when Jenyte Jpjwi, 
on his return from *Shah-Jehaiiabad toivards Matwa, passed near 
Marwar, and guve Snm Sthug an <ipporlitiiity of procuring a 
meeting; in which, uoiwilhstanding die large offers of Bejce Sihng, 
he solicited and obtained Jeajee's ttssisiance; who upbraided Be- 
jee Sihng wilJi his father having deprived Ids elder l>rother’a son 
of his inheritance; since, according to llie custom of the Hin¬ 
doos, an hereditary govemnicnt devolved hi course to lire eldest 
brands 

Tlius reinforced. Itam Sihng renewed Uic contest with vigour; 
ihc whole open couuiry was reduced to his authority, and all ap- 
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Ciiring iutdligeace, aud watching a favourable opportunity to effect 
the purpose of their raission. 

On a certam day. Jeajee having perfomicd liis ablutions, ac- 
cordiug to ll)c Hindoo rites, was seated io his durbar, or audience- 
tent. TJjoae ceremonies of access, so ptmciilioudy ohserverl by 
llie Moguls, are veiy nmeh neglected amfutg the Mahraltas; 
strangcw can easily imrtKiucc, and place themselves close to the 
cliie*, whose alteudanb arc frequently at a distance. Tliua it 
hapjjcned with the fictitious envoys, who .sdaiug the opportunity 
of Jtryce being alone, entered the tent, and advancing near htin, 
with the utmost humility entered into a detail of liierr master's dis¬ 
tresses, endeavouring ai the same time to soften Jtaje€*$ enniily. 
}ie replied, that Si/mg still proudly depended on his castles 
of Memt, Joodjwre, and Nugore, all of which he u-ould take 
from him, and llicit treat itieir master according to his deserts. 
One of the CM vow, tnereiising his show of humility, advanced still 
nearer; wlicn, suddenly seizing Jeajee by the neck, lie drew Ids 
da^r. and giving turn three mortal wounds, eAclairocd ai each 
bhw, » ilm is Mcrm. this is Joodpore, Uiis is Nagore!** Jeajee 
^ned and fell; the servants, atamiwl, rau to the place; confu- 
sW euBued. many pei^us were slain. But it has never been as- 
-ccriained wlretlicr the as^ssin was among die number, or whether 
he made In^ est'ape riming the general coasteraation. 

The noi^ occasioned by ihii extraordinary circumstance, 
brought Diitajtc, brother, to the dnrbar-tent. Jeojee was 

still breailuug; and with groat diificbity was able to Ulior a few 
words, advibiiig him immediatdy to provide against ati attack 
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po*ntoieBt3 ijslablisUed in hU name; Me Bejei^ Sikfig. con¬ 
fined to Ihe strong hold of Ucrui, was so similened for provisioos. 
that a pound of salt waa uoi procorable for one Tui^t, nolwilh- 
standUig wliicb, he refused all terms t>f accommodauon offered by 
Jetyee; who proposed an e^jual division of the country between 
him and his cousin, and on receiving an acknowledgemcul tor 
the expenses of his own troops, to desist from all hostilities. 

Sihng's answer was consUiilly and untfbrmty this, that be wiis a 
rajpoot, that be possessed no treasure but his sword; wriU w^ch, 

wliile he lived, he would defend himself. 

The W»r being Ihus pwitracusd for ihree jean, and Btjee 
Sihng iierceiviog no end to his distresses, liad tecourse to the scr- 
vices of a set of people called Ghmakli, inhabitants of that coun- 
irj, who hold lands free of all tribute and lasation, on condition 
of devoting tltcnselves to their sovereign's commands, when called 
...mn to csecute the most deapemie acts; so llial it U cusiomarj 
with them, when summoned to his presence, to bequeath their 
effects, and lake a last farewell of their friends, os though tliej were 
„«ver to return: and, nnder ll,e iuauence of this eslraordinarj 
fanatieism. tiiey seldom fail to ettect Ihe must hazardous enicr- 

’’"^tve of these C/moafcA were dispatchd ti the camp of Jeajee;- 
,«o in the character of public envoys, had free access to the chief- 
tail* tent; one irersonaicd n musicimi. and by his skill gained ad¬ 
mission lo an intimate knowledge of all the ufficem of the house¬ 
hold- while the remaining two. in the disguise of byragccs, a tribe 
of liiigious Hindoo inerniicanls. were diligently employed in pro- 
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from Sifmgj and exhorting Lis brotlier ucver to bre4k tlK*^ 

eogogeuients he bad made to support Ito/n Sthttgf nor desist rroiD ' 
Lis endeavours to bring bis avail's to a Lappj’ tenuinaiioii* he ex* 
pired. 

DuUijee, renowned for connigc, instantly gave orders Jbr 
cavalry to mount ; ami marebiug (rom Ids caiupp be Ibund Bejei^ 
Siling advauciug to lake ndvanhtge of tlie confusion occuHtoued 
bv his emissaries. A severe conflict ensued, in which the swonl 
and spear w'crc more used than artillery or snialUartus: tbe raj- 
poots under Bejee iSihiig beJiavcd with the greatest courage, and 
made several d^pemte charges, so that many of the Maliratta^ 
were inclined, according to their custom, lo change Uic battle to 
a running fight, but were {^vented by the firmness of their 
leader: whose fortune at length prevailed, and Bejee Sihng leav¬ 
ing the held, retreated slowly towards Merat. -Dutajec pursued 
him to near the wails, w'iihout being able, nutwdtbstanding his ut¬ 
most efforts, to break their line of inarch, aud throw the rajpoots 
into confusion. 

Bejee Sihng liuviug regained the fort, Dumjee returned lo hb 
encampment, and for a long time closely iiivested tlie place, dcr 
solating, by his prctlatory excursions and foraging piirtics, ifie 
whole country of MarwiU'. At length, on the inielitgeiice of 
A tuned Shah Alxlallcc having entered lliiidostan, Dutajee was 
repeatedly summoned from Poonah, to join the Mahratta Hriiiy 
coUecieil to oppose hiiu- Tims urged, he was imder the necessity of 
proposing un accotumudatiiHt Ixitw'ceu the cousins ; nhich having 
effected, by securing ceriaiii districts for Ham Sihng, he marched 
towards Delhi. Hejcc Sihng, taking advantage of his absence. 
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l>erridiou»ly broke Uie ^grccnjent lie had entered tiUo, atid ex¬ 
pelled his cousm frum the districts assigned blai. 

Dutajee, ailer the assassinatioa of UU older hruUier Jeajoe» 
ordered lits son Jiincojee Siadia lo be tjeated as his sueci^i^or; 
while he took u|>on liimself the nianagctuent of lib atfait^, under 
the title of dewan; but being soon after kiitod In ai:iio:t 
the Duranlcs, near l^elhit the whole weight of govcmaical de¬ 
volved on Juncojee ; who also was slain the foUowiilg year, at llic 
great battle of Pannlput, fought by the Du rallies, and several 
other Alaiioniedau tribes, iiuder AJutied Shah Abdallec, and I lie 
IVfuhralULS under Sudobah, or Bha6ux 

No legitimate descendaui of llanojee Sindia now remained, 
except Kedrajee, the son of Tucojee. At this lime Mhadarow 
had succeeded hb failier Ballajec Row, in tlie oflice of peshwa, 
but hb uncle Ragonuth Roiv had so great weight and authorkv 
in tlic adniiniatration, as lo give Mhadarow constant jeidoiisy and 
anxiety. 

On the death of Jnncojce> Ragonath Row slrcnuoualy insisted 
oil the succession of Kcdmjce, in which the whole Sindia tribe 
agreed with him- But Mhadarow, suapicious of the designs of 
of hb uncle, having lieard of Mhatiajee Sindia, sottglit after, and 
summoned him to his presence. Mhadajee wus at that time lame, 
from a wound received in the battle of Pauniput: |K>or, and tittle 
knonn. Prom tJib condition Mhadarow elevated him lo the go- 
mumeiil and jaghire of hb family. 'I’be sliroffs and monied 
lueii, finding him patronized by the Mahraiia sovereign, imme¬ 
diately advanced liim moneyr to lake possession of Us new ap- 
]H>inltneut with dignity and splendour. 


Mbaditrow had thesapo views in the nomination of Mhaila- 
jee Siiidia, as Blia^u liatl in the iirsi clevalioii of tiie ramlljr, and 
he shortly arter made use of him lo thwart his uncle Ragonaih 
Row in an capedilioti against Oohud: by whose means he was 
obliged to return unsuccessful and disgraced to tlie D*!ccan. Soon 
after this iransaciion, Mhndarow made it a pioa for coufiiiing li» 
ifnclc; and from iJxencc forward llie good fortune of Madajee 
Stndia advanced with such rapidity as Id give him very coitshter- 
able weiglit In tJ»e Mrdmuia empire; and the Eaie cession of 
Itiroche and its depetidendes, added sUil more to h» conse¬ 
quence. 

So brilliant had the star of his destiny become in that 

lie was selected lo be the mediator of Uic treaty of peace ijclwceii 
the English East India Compatiy, and ibo Mahmtta state. By 
this treaty, among the purgunnas in Gwral ceded iotlic^raU- 
rauas, were those of Dlmboy, Ztuore, and the oUfer disiricts under 
my JuriskiiclioD: which I was directed (o surrender on llie 24 ili of 
April 1783, to such officer as might be deputed by ilic Maliralta 

suite to receive them, agreeably to the terms of the treatv. 

1' 

At the same lime the Chief and Council of Barochc were or¬ 
dered by tlie Governor and Council at Bombay to deliver up that 
important city and its valuahlc purgtinna, lo Basear Row, agent 
for Mhadajee Sindia; to whom it had l>mi presented by tht? gover¬ 
nor Gcnoml and ^Supreme Council nf Bengal, ** in testiiTjony of 
the sense whiclt they eniertnmed of the generous conduct mani¬ 
fested by tlie said Mhadajee -Sindia, to i)io government of Bom. 
hay, at U'arguum, in January- 1779: and of his liunmne treat¬ 
ment and release of die Englidi genileuiciv, who had Ixcen deli- 


vered as hostage on that occasion.” 't'hosc irere tlitr rcasoo^ 
assigned by ihe Bengal govcnimeat fornuikiog ihis valuable |>f^ 
sent to Mlmdajec Sindia. 

'I'be iuiiabitanls of Baroebe, accustomed to ilic ienily ol' Brittsli 
jurisdiction* eicecrated the approaching change* and dreaded Uje 
arrival of liascar Row, which had been delaj'cd in cousequcuciv 
of a mistaken renewal of hostilities on Uie Malabar eoa.<»t; the 
people of Baroebe^ in the mean time, indulged a vam hope dial 
the intended cession would not take place. No prayers* no cere¬ 
monies, no sacrifices* were IcA unpeiformed by timdiilerent castes, 

and religious professions, to implore the continuance of the British 

« 

govemment. It is ivith extreme satisfacliuu i recollect tlte un- 
leijiipied sorrow wldch pervaded all ranks of society wlien the fatal 
day was fixed lor oar departure. Baroclie, belbre its conquest 
by the English, had belonged to the Moguls, and was governed by 
a Maltomcdan nabobt tlte inhabitants welt knew the difierrnce 
that awaited them. Of all orienial desjjots, the arbitrary poiyer of 
the Mahmila falls perhaps witli the most oppressive weight; tliey 
extort money by every kind of vexatious cruelty, without support¬ 
ing commerce, agriciiHore, and the usual sources of wealth and 
pros|)erity in well-govcrocd sintea. The Mahomeduns, although 
equally fond of tnoney, spend it with more lit}era]jty, encourage 
useful and ornamental works, and patronise art and scicoce. 

On tlje nintli of July 1783, Uic day appointed for the c^sion 
of Baroclm to Mhad^ce Sindia, the chief and coundl received 
Ills a«ent, Bascar Row, with proper ceremony tn the duibar, and 
there delivered to him the keys of the cily-gaies. Wc immedi¬ 
ately rejHiired to the water side, to cross the Nerbudda in our 
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way lo Sural, aail were silcuUy followed by Lbe priucipal inha¬ 
bitants of the city. "While ^mbarkiug on the Company’s yacht, a 
dark cloud passed over us, and a shower of I'ain fell: our nillicted 
friends^ uo longErablc to keep silence, and forgelting (he hnpentl- 
ittii letTOrt of a Mobialta dcsjxit, patheticaily cxchiimed “ lhes<? 
drops are the ieare of IIeavew fur the fate of Baroebe!” 

I oppose ihis fact to a thousand ; unfounded prejudices, and 
unsup}Kjrted calumnies, against the linglbh, which w*ere once so 
edaity credited in Europe. Aiiioug the inany who occupy cmi- 
nciil stations in India, some no doubt deserve censure: the clia- 
raclcrs of all who fill aimilar situations at home are not immacu¬ 
late: the lemptation.*: of wealth and power somelirncs subdue the 
strongrat mindB; but tiie hour approaches wlfen they cease to 
cliami, and when a ** conscience void of offeiice” will be the 
only eoniforl- Whether the European or Indian peculator* is now- 
amenable to human laws, or not, a st^erct mouilor corrodes every 
present joy. and an uiici ring Judge Irereaficr will avenge ihe breach 
of his own laws, established in truth and equity! Ttie general 
opprobrium w^as unjust on a eel of men, whose prevailing ch a me- 
terislics were philanlirrepy, generosity, ami Inmevolence. 

The syuipaihiaing tear which BCComi>anie<i the drops from 
heaven on our t^viug Baroebe, was a public testimony that tire 
natives prcferrcil the llrilish to au Asiatic govcriuuent; a love of 
truth, aud no afTeciicmHte recollection of scenes long past, impel 
me a!w to insert a few Instances priv^ate attachment and grali- 
lude from individuab among the Iliiidoos, Mahomedaiis. and 
Paisecs, with whom 1 so long resided. Tlusy are letters addressed to 
inyaclf and the friend of my heart, chiefly from our. Indiiui scr- 
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vanu and dcpcDdants^ wlio lived its trom (Jie lime we eiilcied 
on our own career of life, roac in circiivistaiices as ^re rose in 
tton,lerved us faitl^ully until ourUe[^rlure to Euro}>c, and n«veif 
left us until the shi|> was almost out of sight of laud, i alsg sdccl 
two or three similar tokens of remembrance from Asiatic frieneb 
iu a superior walk of life. Thev are all iu their orig^tnal simple 
st^le, which would derive no advauUige Iroiu alteration. 

A Letter from Dessotf; a mm fu altigh itatioji at BirrocAc,- 

1 AM much obliged by your kind Inq^uirles after me, in 
Mr. Cprtcratrs letter; it was becoming ycmr prospciiiy lo notice 
youc friend in adversity ;iforsinco the departure of tbc English^ and 
tlic establish men t of the Mahratla government at BarochcT 1 have 
sullered veryv cruel o])pressions. Mr. Corkran, who is die only 
English getitlemaii of your couticil who remained here, is veiy 
kind to me, but he has no power to relieve my distress. A great 
many of the iohabitaDts of this city have left it, because they could 
not lire under such lyranoj; and your fjicud Lullabhy has suf¬ 
fered most of all; but I depend upon the pleasure of Almighty 
Cod: and DowJet-Uoy daily remembers the khulness of you and 

Dalton. 

* 

Btmw'Ar. ^0f4?Z>ecnaA«T. i7S4, 

Letter from Jrva^rr Funtonjee, a merchant at Baroche* 

I WAS much oljligttl by your kind uotice of me, through ' 
Mr, Corkran, on your leaving India. I pray to God Almighty to 
give you a long life, and day by day to increase your dignity ; 
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llial you may bappy, anU rise up ia bis favour* which 1 shall 
bCjar of with much pleasure. Mr. Dahori ueicI you w'ere always 
aty vQtxl friends ;4ui](J Je^'iinjee sliH hopes to sec youf feel in 
India once more befoie lic dicsl lie iviDnhen he happy J 

m 

Boivfic, t7fA Oxemher, )T€4« 

Letter /rota Eddut Rutto»Jec, an attached domcAth m-emU^ of the 

Par^c tribe. 

ITACB the Uberly to address ray lionouretl i[iastcr with a few 
lines, which 1 hoire will hud you happily in health, witli Mr. and Mrs. 
Dalton. V'^ou, Sir, in your great lavour*^omiuended mo id Mr. 
SelOR at ^iurai, wjien you left India, lliat worliiy gentleman is 
very good to ruoi tlioiigli since my being seutcd hta® 1 have not 
had the happiness to hear of your safe arrival iii Europe: but my 
worlliy master must not put Ills poor Etldui far fiom his sight, 
after coniinuing so many years in his »®rvice: and f yet hope I 
shiitl receive one short letter, to tell me you are all well. Such a 
favour will make yotir servant Eddul liapfty. 

(MiiAer* t 7 S^> 

Letter from Mahommed Khanh^ an old andfaithful Maftomedan servant, 

U >■ DE ttST A H oi JvG from your pun’oe, Cassinauth Vclto^ec, 
that you, my worthy master, had mentioned me in your letter to him, 
and as Cassinauih is now sending a packccio you and' Mr. Dalton 
in Europe, 1 have requited him tb write this letter for me, that 
you may accept my humblest thauks for ail your kindoesa ^rtng 
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so many ycnra. I Bin bappj to hear of your health, and that oi 
Mr. and Mrs. Dalton, and I pray God to continue it and y6«t 
prosperity; and 1 iio^>e, wherever your good lortuiic may take 
you, that you will not foi^l your old semini Mahontctl. 
u# 1735- 

loiter from Sorahfee Munchtrjet. tin cminait Parser merchant ai 
Bombaift after ftearing the neu^ of Me, Vaitons death, 

1 take dlis op port u oily of writing to you. becau^^ I have 
heard the sad news of Mr* Dalton^s death. It has given me a grief 
which 1 cannot express. As a child is doleful for the loia of his 
father so was I afflicted for the death of so kind a friend—you, 
Sir. roust very much indeed: but for dcalli there is no re¬ 
medy, and time wilt give comlorl to the Iteart. You roust now 
console his widow, your sister, for Im death, and beg of God to 
keep his soul in his happy place! As for myself, such was his 
kindness in eveiy r^pect in assisting roe as a merchant, that 
during ray w'hole life 1 never can forget it; but with all tliis you 
are well acquainted, as you anil Mr. Dalton were one! 1 now 

wish you. Sir, mucli health and prosperity, and 1 Lope you will 
ever keep a favourable sight upon your frieud Sorabjee, 

JBombajt, SWI* Fi^ntarjff iTS7‘ 

When it was publicly known that Dhuboy and its deptndent 
purguiirois iverc to be given up to the Mabratta govenmicnt, and 
the day apjiroached which was fixed for niy departure, a deputation 
from the bniliuiias and principal inhabitants visitetl me at the 
durbar, and sincerely condoled with me on the change of aBaire* 


Tliey offererf and were st> hufl ai my retuaiitg an/ thing 

tendered for my acceptance, than 1 at lenglii tauluced to meti- 

, r 

ttun a gift whicb I ci>uJd receive witUout conscunitioas scruples, 
if lllcy *couid bestow it, which from delicacy alone J Iiacl not be¬ 
fore aakcil. Eat pressing some surprise, and at Uie fciiiie lime ma- 
nifesliiifi the gn^ilest desire to oblige me, J: told them, that as 
Dhuhov coiibtiiicfl many reununi) of Hindoo antiquity, in broken 
colunitis, itiiiL^lalcd imuges, and, remnanis of iiosso-reUcvo scattered 
among diUtpiddlctl buildings in tlie city, I rciincstcd diey would 
allow me to select a few of the smallest specimens from the exte¬ 
rior fragments, wiiicli I would bring .with me to nuro|>e, and erect, 
a temple for their reception in my o'vii garden. 'Fheir astontsh- 
trrent increased at iJiis cpinmunicaliou, and was Ibllpwed''by a 
solemn silence- They expressed no apprehemd^ ridiculing 

their religion, but ^med aEixious to know why a Chri|liiin wbbed 
to possess Hindoo idols- 1 found a Uule difficmliy in convincing 
them of the general curiosity of Europeans, the gratification it 
would be to shew them those specimens of oriental sculpture, 
and die delightful association of my own ideas, when I should 
Imhuld in my own country the precious relics irails|>oned from a 
distant spot endcarcil by a thousand tender rccollec^tlous. 

Their tears flowed when they requested to retire fifl- a few 
hours, during which they would assemble the recluse religious 
brahmins, and in a conclave ^usider the first rc<|uest of the kind 
which they had ever heard of, Tliey returned the next moriiiog 
with countenances indicating mmgled‘durations of regret at my 
approaching departure, and of delight at haring it tn their power 
to grant my request t to which they acceded in the most liberal 
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iHari 0 i 3 r, desititig 1 would sseiid iny pwii peoi>lG..ip select sucUspe* 
ciiDeiis as 1 tliougltt [iropcr, aiitl place tliew in a leniple lo Frieini- 
sbipin roy o»rti couniSy. I diU so; and deputed some Hhuloe 
workmen U» oolloci sudi small images as I pointed out tO the 
dilapidated walla of fomken dewals, ami from iIkj exterior orna- 
uients at the Gate of Diamonds, whicli in eight groups now adorn 
an octagon budding at Stan more -1 dll, creetod for’that purpose, 
under a linden-grove on Uie margin of a lake profusely adorned 
by the wymplicti lotos, wbicli, wbeu its sttofry and expauded 

foliage are geiiUy agitated by the southern breeze, rcmiiiJs me ol' 
llic sacred tanks In Goaernt. 

1 have oflit’iii meniioned this lovely flower; Uie' iti^^ligent Mr, 
Kiiiglrt ibrtws a new light Upon the subject; “ growing in-the 
water, amongst its brood leaves it puts forth a flower, lu die centre 
of wliidi is. tonned the seed-vessel, slmtied like- a bell, or inverted 
cone, and punctuated on the top with little critics, or cells, in 
which die seeds grow to maturity, decays and again shoot fortli: 
lor tire orifices of lliese cells being too small to let the seals <lrop 
out when ri|>e, new plants genntuate in the places where they 
were formed, the bulb of the vessel serving as a niatiicc to nou¬ 
rish tbciu unftl they acquire such a degree of inagnilude as to 
burst b open and release lLcmiielvi»; after which, like olher 
aquatic weeds, they lake root wherever the current deposits them. 
This plant, therefore, being thus p^^uctive of itself, and vegetat¬ 
ing from it's oam inairicc withuui being fostered in the earth, was 
nalui^Uy adopted as the symlxiF of the productive ji^wcr of the 
Deity upon the waters/' To this Maurice alludes in his beautiful 
(Kteuj diilhe lotos of Egypt. . 


Vklthin tbjr (soridlii'i IMI -blawl* bdl 

Tj07%.ibH!e th^'immorts^ fu'c^ Uucir linul flbctS^^ 

Tbcfc bfitffit tumi;?. tirirLi^iiHf'd to dwdi 

^ -B 

WliOr bf Li> mide etiMnaur'd lus glflw'di. 

WLint treafiuira m tb^ form Dmcfaii^di 

Qprpctuni Ir^niipaft to the iBg0 ffOpfdjf 
Wbft« bcE diucji daigitf 

Awa fHiiiiicjiig^ chano* ejt^kifing 

In tbi ^imUtk vid^ iml l»i3lis iMdi, 

Are txn^^d her grand regwHifWifer powm^p- 

Lilef t|tritifiiiig ««mir froBi loatlj'ii (ituraccuce 
IdtElrtTgmrB jliool faith, and loticCef fiowera."" 

Among iKe groups of Hitrffc^o Jdlie* in the tetljple alStan- 
.niorc-liill, 3Cverai arc sculpturwl on the lotos, according with llic 
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iBcUons in lliat ni>-lholo^V. All my rcliques from Dlmboy were 
packed up in dn^sU, r^dy'io accompany the stores and auimiK 
lion belonging to the company, with Ute icturii of the gttrnsou, 
■when Dtiuboy \ras ceded to the Maliraita pnodit. The 25lh of 
April was the time appointed for that ceremony, agreeably to the 
treaty entered into between^ the British and Poonuli governments, 
I had received institictidns to tleiiver up Uiy keys of the fortress 
on that day to the Mahmttu governor, to strike^jlic British colonrs, 
and procetd to Iktrocbe with iho whole garrison- W^eu the 
gates were shut the preceding evening the pundit had apt arrived, 
nor did he make bis appCaruncc nn the morning Qxed for nay 
departure.;- I therefore resolved to leave llie city in charge of the 
cominandi^ officer of tIie-conippny*s troops, until the Mohmila 
governor omyed.^ 

On that cveiT^I day die princificil flimUm and -Maltomedan 



inhabhanls of Dliuboy assembled in ilie iiinei' coun of ilie durbar. 
Their belmrioar iudicaled sometliiug iiiiconiitiohly solemn mul 
mysujrious, aod a horror in tbeir countenance very luuch surprised 
me. At length an aged brahmin iiTitli a few associates, camcimo 
the hall, and requested 1 would defer my departure to Biiroche 
unlil the gartisoo and iraih of artillery proceeded with me, as that 
day was peculiarly imfortunaije, and nvy journey would lx; attended 
with extreme danger. Knowing my incredulity respecting brah- 
minical prognostics atid eabalislical tables, tliey added to their 
usual stniin a prevailing report, that in consequence of the late 
treaty between the eompany,aiul the Mahrultas, by wliich the 
piifgunnas under my charge were to l>e resloied Lo the Utter 
power, the Gracia cbielltains had Ixert for some lime secretly 
convened at Mnudwa, with a number of celebrated sootJisayers, 
and having raisctl a large body of hohe and fom, had resolvM 
under, the sanciioti of A/uwAa, to cut me off or lake me prisoner, ou 
my return to Baroche. 

Tlic fact was, that the conquest of Mandwa and the captivity 
6f the rajah's family, had struck a general terror among the Gracias, 
and my conesjioDdcncc with the other chieftains accomplished 
■cvet^ iniendcdipurposc without further bloodshed. They all sent 
ambassadors to Dhuboy, emered into treaties, ajul engaged the 
atost respectable lUtauls to become security for their perfomianee. 
TIki Gracias would probably have adhered to tltese lerms, Jiad the 
English power continued in Gtracraf, but finding they were to 
\rithdraw tlieir forces ami h«c their miiucncc in dial part of India, 
they detennined to break Uie treaty; anddndi^mvt aMhe capture 
of a fortress liitbcrto deemed impregafdile,' an3 nsuraged against 



into 9 sccrot conibmnlioii lo cfTcct iiicir purposie^ tliev mtaecl troops, 
and laid plnu& for tny destruction^ on niy final journey frodi Dhu- 
boy 10 Baroehc.--**^ ^ . -, 


To canimunicale tins re|>ort of the Gracias* determinaiiou was 
one cause of t(ic affectiouatu visit from the bralimins and elders of 
Dbuboy on the day Ol' my deparuire; die other* nliicli also sprung 
from aitaclinteni and gratitude on llieir part, protlnctsi seii«ation$ 
on mine Tvliicli 1 nerer can fbrgei. •' 

** k M nf rms tItSKn,, 

^ rwimd die 1*™^^ Iraf ^adac* net nor tliiE hem = 

” Oot setNpproviOg Imw vkoh 
^ Of dio|iid mmK iml ^ 

*' .. ' 

After bavlny apprized trie of the impending dang^, and vaiuly 
urgeti Utc prtKintatiuaiiou of my jouiucyt they presented me ivith 
an addr^ they bad just composed tn the Hindoo language, tram- 
lalcd into Persian by the dorhir niuiisee, written on paper spotted 
witli silver and dowered vvitfi gold, which is preservod with the 
original drawings and manuscripts (rdka whence these volur^ are 
coatpiled. The whole tranHuction filled mu wIUi ]iioi^b|e delight, 
uor would 1 part wiili this token of Uteir regard for all the gems 
of Gokouda> ^ 

The following Iranstafiou ia divested oJ* some lofty metaphors 
and hyfjerbolical compUmenu, which. Uiotigh welt intended, were 
UK> flattering for the jicrtbqnanoe of oflicial duty, anil my siticcte 
endeavouii-to render tVm happy. 1 introduce it with ijic greatest 
diffidence, aS aa nncxpcclcd and afTcctinnotc tribute from agrate- 
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ful people, tUe last hour I saw iheti^ wbeu Uiey could not expect 
cUiother benefit from my haiuU. I insert it ailso wiili peculiar 
pleasure, because it so strongly mUilalcs against those uufoundiHi' 
prejudices, and illiberal senLiinenis □nciS' enter lathed against die 
British cbaractef in ladia. It likewise alFords an addiiional evi¬ 
dence of honourable feeling and aitlachnienU opp<ised to many 
instances of ingratittiide, oppression, and cruelty, hy Ute Hdhtmdara 
and higher powers in Hindostan, inserted in preceding chapters. 

# 

TramsiaUoii of tta PerawMi Addn'si fnoH the Inhabit ants of Dhuboyt 
to tht Ensilish ColUctov, on the morning of his Jmat tkpavtnre. 

^SLLA! 

conterresl power and greatness on the sons of men, ac> 
cording to iby pleasure: by Thee thtf^ nations of the earth are 
created t dieir kings and riders are onlaiued by Thee! 

** Dhuboy, faipj&tl among the cities of ihc east, was happy when 
this Englbh sirdar prts^ided iu lier duriiar; his disposition towards 
I he inhabitants was with die best consideration. lie adbfdcd 
shelter to s^, wheiher they Were rich or poor: he delivered ihem 
from irouhlejtnd restored them to comfort. AW cosies w)io looked 
up to him obUuiietTredress, wiilmut dUtincUon and williout pnee. 
Wiieii he look ifie poor by die hand he made him rich: under 
his pretcciion die people were happy, arid reposed on the bed of 
ease. When he superinieuflt'd the garden, jaich ^irdcner per¬ 
formed hilt 4atjr; rilla of water How^ to every flower, and all die 
trees iu the garden flotirished. So eituai. was his justice, that the 
tiger and the kid might drink at the same fountiiin; and offen 
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did he redtrem ttie kid fititn tUe tiger's moiitb... hb ’^mn 

nistration tlie ricJi dared not to oppress the poor; ibr liis ejes were 
open on Uie great and small I 

**lTt ikbcountrjr we fid^'e not known any govienimeniso upright 
ns that of the Euglisli:—AlasJ if our |>roiceibr forsakes us we shall 
be discpusolatc as a widow: we shall niouni the loss of a fntlicr, 
and weep tis for Uy: death of a molherl —AtLi! ui iliy mercy con- 
Liiiue him U> usT 

fcu 

IVuiliiand justice have often impelletl me to mention extortions 
of avarice and oppressions of UespoLbiu i dcllghlfal have been my 
feelings in recording ih^e nobler liaits of the Indian vbafacter» 
when the hearts of the p^oplcj ** as Uie heart of one manf** ‘ rising 
superior to pr^udice of caste aud mtigiorii obeyed die dictates of 
nature^ feeling, and gratitude. As such 1 introduce it in favour 
of a people not r^owned for atlachiuenl whep^hoi^ie and fear no 
longer influence their conduct. 

* ■ ♦ 

— iSi^pmn ^(licnfei baiifri^uc Him. 

Wothf ■ Alul ' 

Our mutual feelings on this occasion are eaairr ctmedred than 
described. Afler a short interval lije superior bi^min rec|ucsied 
1 would retire with him and my linguist iiunpa [irivaU; room. He 
tlien renewed his entreaties that ] iljould remain in Hliijbpyuntil 
the gs^rn^ou niarcheil to Baroche, representing tlte danger which 
aWuiied tue as iiiimwUato'and oLberwise. oiiavoidable». Uc in¬ 
formed me llw? diviners had again Iwen convened by the Gracia 
cljicflaiiis j they liad again taken up their par^lesi prohbffnoed 

eV 
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ihcMflttfJ-tfvniid doomed me lo destruction. Secret ns iLcjf hml en¬ 
deavoured to keep tlicir machinations, some had transpired : and he 
produced not only oral reports, but written proofs of tlicir inlcn- 
lions. One of the latter documents waS almost literally the divi¬ 
nation nienUoned by the prophet Eackiel, on the approndi of Ute 
Clmkiean army* “ The king of liabylon stood at the pitting of 
»* I he wav. at the head of the two ways, to use dirmatian. Me 
made bb arrows bdght, be consuUeti with itnagcsi he liH^ked on 
** the liver. At tlie right hand was tlie divination to appoint caj>* 
*♦ tains, to ojien the mouth in alaugluer, to lift up the voice 
with shouting; to appoint two ways, and choose a place for de- 

** ftlruclioii/'' 

My veiieitibie friend sioceroly lamented my iiicretlulily, assur¬ 
ing me the holy writings of the brahmins, and ihcir coiislunt expe¬ 
rience in these matters, established llic truth of \m assertions! that 
die Mantra^ or malediction from the bralunmiL-al sootlwayera and 
diviners, was not to be slighted- U was dreaded throngliout lliri- 
dostau, not only by Hindo^ but Maliumedans; and even some of 
my own countrymen paid attentiua to the predictions and incan¬ 
tations of the biiiUmitis, and were in some measure guided by ihdr 
calculations/ This 1 knew to be true in more ilian one instance, 
atlhougti it had.no effect upon me. Bill during my ahseiiee with 
the brahmin in the interior of the durbar, 1 found sometliing which 
had passed in the outer court had made a devp impresrion on my 
servants; they appeared to lie extremely alarmed, and entreated 
me to posip^e my journey. They laid great stress upon the 
Mantra denounced by the Mandwa brahmins and seers. It seemed 
to be as terrific as the anathema in die pleuitude of papal power. 


3G0 


Thb mantra b cxpiained b tlic EJintiw) J'ittijiiL'Oiit lo be uti 

iiu|)recaioiy iacanbiiionf gcnoniliy compost'd of a jKissagc from 

♦ 

tbc' Veda, b w'Uicli tlic. oume of some tiemendoiis tleiLy occunt. 
The IJindorjs, aiul indeed the Malioin&btis al5<H have great ikilii 
in tlicciKcacy of propiliatory tiicaulalions, and great dread of tlicjse 
of a mat^’pTcui tcrudenc^. I'hc following passage from tlie Raiiia- 
vatta wUi exemplify this; ami, wilh lliose who have faith in such 
works, affords a sufficient reason to fear Uie efTectf of such curses. 
—” Even he who ennnot be slain by llic [londaous arms of 
Is'oaA, nor by tiiose of Kali, nor by the terrible CAueA^'o of Vbb- 
noo, shall be dcsiruycti if a braboin curse him, as if he were con¬ 
sumed by Gre,^ In another part, brubndnical j>otency» almost, it 
may be said omnipotcncivis strongly enforced, 

“ Eet not a king, ultliougb in the greatest dititress for money, 
provoke brahmins to anger by taking tlteir property; for UiCy, 
once enraged, could imuieilintcly bj- sacriGces iiitd tuiprcciitions, 
destroy liitn willi bis Irtiops, elephants, horses, ami Cfars, 

Who, without pevishiug, could pi<^yoke ibeso holy men, that 
U, bv whose auceslora, under IlnAitillvV, the all-tlevouring fire was 
created; the sea, with waters not drinkable; and ijje moon, with 
its wane and increase ? 

\Vliat prince could gain wealth by oppressiug^^hose, who, U' 
angry, could frame otlter worlds, and regdtiu of worlds; could give 
being to new gods and tuorlah ?■ 

« Wlmt man desirous of life would Iujurn those, by pie aid of 
whom, that is, by whose ablutions, worlds mid gods 'pcrpetuallf 
subsist: those wlio arc vu'Mn the learning of the Veda? ^ 

“ A .brabinin, whctlicr Icarnctl or ignorant, is a powerful divi- 
vot. tti, ^ 
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nhy i even as fire b si jKiwerful tliviiilly, ffhethcr consaemU'd of 
popular Thus, lliougli brahmins empto^ themselves in all sons 
of mean occupations^ they must invariably be honoUfed, Tor llicv 
are someiUtiig transcendenity divine." 

** Of created tilings, the most excdlettl arc tiiosc which are 
animated ; of the animated, those which subsist by iotcUigetiCe: 
of die aitelligeiir, mankind; and of men, Ute sacerdotal class. 
The verjbiftli of a brahmin ts acontinued mcaraation of DuKR^'A, 
god of justice; for the brahmin is bom to promote justice, and to 
procure tiltiinale happiness. 

k4 

Whatever exists in the univ^ise, is m effect, though not iu 
tpmi, the wealth of tlic brahmin, since the hrahmin b entitled to ]i 
by his primogcnituTC anti eminence of birth. 

« When a brahmin springs to light, he is bnru above tlie 
world, the chief of all creatures; assigned to guard tlie treasury of 
duties, religious and civil. 

He who,'tbVongh ignorance of the law, sheds blood frem the 
Ijody of u brahmin, uoi engaged in baule, as many particles of 
dust as the blood shall roll up from tl>e ground, for so many years 
siiall the shedder of that blood be mangled by other animals in his 
next birth; *>f ^ many thousand yeare shall the < shedder of that 

blood 1)0 tor^hnted in hell." 

‘ 

Such msufTerable prominence, eiilier implied or confinned, 
in a variety of passages resjiecung the brahmins, pervades the code 
of Menu. Great mdeed must be the sacrifice such men make, 
when they embiacc n religion of which humility is the foundation 
atone. It would be difficult to convey/au idea to the English 
reader of the surprize and horror which prevailed throughout the 
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durlw when llie mantra was explained. My Mahomedan and 
Parsec servants sceinctl to be as tnucli aiFectetl as the Hindoos* 

Cicero jiwUjr obsen^^ « superalilio tusa per genies oppressit 
“ omnium fcii aninios, aiqtft humiDum imbecillitaitem occupavit/* 

_Superetition, when once diffused llirough the world, oppressed 

the almost the whole human nice, ami fixed itButfiipoii 

the weakness of our nalurt^. 

Willi people tlius bigotted, and subject to such laws and 
usages, it was ol no avail to argue* In vain 1 opposed to the 
divinaiiou of ilie seers the solemn Irealies lately entered into, and 
the binding security of liie Bhauu, given by llm Maiidwn rajah 
and Gracia chieftains; my DImboy friends remained immoveable 
in their superelilious belief, and were more concerned tlian of¬ 
fended at my incredulity. At ieugth they dropiJed that part of 
the subject, and laid the greater stress upon the undoubted intelli¬ 
gence they had received of the plot devised against me by th^ 
Gracias. Having been, inrormed dial Ryjee Slimg, ihe principal 
Bhaut of Serulah, and one of their principal secoriUes, was tlten 
in Bhuboy, to convince my friends llrat 1 did not entirely despise 
their counsel, 1 deviaied a little from my first plan, and desiring 
him to be called, I directed him u> get ready iinmedta^y and 
Hccorapany me on horseback J^yond tha bed of a river in the 
wild country, between the Bhuboy imd the Baroche pm^niias, a 
woody tract of Zinore, intersected by guJUcs and ravines, the 
haunt of wild beasts and Bheti robbers. This 5|iol had been 
pointed out as the iatended scene of action; and apjSearingso well 
adapted for an ambuscade, 1 r^olved to pass it bclbre the close,of 
day. In former journeys tram Bhuboy to Barochc, a dtslancc 


or fiAy miles, I haiJ* to avoid Uic beat of tbc 4aj, gonenilLv &«.< 
offalMut live iii the sAerttooti, and aitived al Baroebe e'arijf the 
next morning. From prudential corniiderdtiuns, jw wdl as l<> pleaw 
my Dliuboy iViends^ I resolved to coinnicnre iiiy journey tlirec 
Itours iomier; mid, aoc^uiipamcd by the Serululi Hhuut, lell tiie 
durbar at two, instead of £vc o'clock. Wc lialted a shm lime in 
u grove witliout tlie city ^tes, watting for my servants and palan- 
(piiii-bearers, wiio were co I'otlow with iny escritoire, witli a few 
paptrrs and valuables, under tlie escort of an [odian cavalry odi- 
ccr. I left my linguist mid upper servant at the durbar to *t;ome 
with the records and larger packages when the ipwrison marched 
to Barochc. 

Dunngjthis hall, with a mind more op|>n^cd by sorrow at 
leaving ihd place than from any idea of danger"’on the journey, 1 
wrote iIh; following lines with a pencih whtclt, h I though since to 
wised, coiiiam the extempore effusions of a hcari contending with 
many mingled sensations ansing from tny pecuhur sUiialfon. 

Dhuxot* Anmll! jv mxmi Igvrm, 

Wlittr iditlEBUM brikhmliH, Bt in^rflSc Ign;^ 

Fwtias, Mcvml kwv : 

^ Wimt fiiAut CHI yuhsDo*^ ilitw 

Anti AUiilc^ Swrva dnlw tbf filt ilWiiWi 
Brvbmi^i diocid « 09 i^ aT«h«^;ad 
Tou grdttt i &r tcsHaLi iq mWe 

Too g)itA] nil nKJEiniful Ibctsiigttt fot liumirn wotil 

/ Mi^ncr ioRt# tiai nmruii e'dr cm kmm ! 

' 

ag ibe Oaiii^uji'i 

Oqe Gw La jTwm in tksvt ofiucd: 
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" TEiodfb bb grew aoitbots, txa^wnii our fKwv 

Y^kbir FATBiii 4dU»o|Rpriu^M^i 

gfi.iry« und iSghL lilf ditoac;"' 

Tltc 1^ Ei^tmcAf iIb ^^rodJ bi« o^ 
TbMt^ itiiphi Uw^iw htd jV tKie. 

Au± iicdv^f^r hoitii li^Knn Im pnsbi!^ 

Vet k the. contrite bmt Ini tempb niO. 

htf ^hh |0f bdl^o-w £ili i 

BXs-‘ 

Amidst ibfr scmgi of izagellij pliT^'r aacmefs 

mortal Itpi^ ami with tbat ium^ blnub. 
Tile voerei logb, Una pffnitffltiHl bear, 

Itecctve a bWiiig from the t>od we Iwi 
Hib awAtl umm veil'd hmn bnmao «7e», 

Tb uierey iphb Uir Ciirwtimra p|iiaiij!>g ikbi^l 
Ftcmo ihcnvdid fieddehern't atv iUuzDo ihr Pighl j 
Fran than the Om edbitbl wks^'d bcrdighl^ 

Frao IhoDj ifiio Idob^ bcttiuliebuni foovv 
Fmctajmii^ CnmiTp the gnat IiDnuuucl't name - 
ihcm the Gcmpcl shall sMite; 

^nd gh*# ikjf mzntzx dn, hji bright M cnltE, 
tkkgwml Triad l^lt ibalt Ml, 

And-One EccraaT Fatlur tlieii shdU Tiail! 



That ^odiTnft Sinomi' thon.tbT' 40111 ! tkaJI kinrw^ 
Wlm onto tram lieiivEti ibcje bkoiitigi (o heaum t 
To Him ^ brabnim pnnid ahiU bend Uiie kborj 
Aod Aim] hit dajoa br fiep:; 

Tha difirin^ diuites dioll cosac- ^trUv^ 

And pxvr Oioudaliiln coi the life^ 


111 vtftueT path didl all feimdjr |gUda« 
tta God's eternal w&nk ihaU be Uieir gnlile f 
^ With hhii'i^ighj m bw* no gr^tat^ m imilh'' 


Hi* morp vid hb love attend tu idip 

Who iDceUy humbki bear the sbqibezd'a toice^^^ 

And vilely limtxtJjr &ld ihsk 

For ell err^wflum'd hv Jil* wmiihv^ Im, 

:*5 " 

All HD tnTitra to Tbertmlfiavhcmi^ 


« 


I 



0f 


r, 


« 
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Tb/M rvdaHj vbmiluill 

4^4! idJ be hmuxnfj. «iul and pMca T 

Onti litttjQ K3n» haa KWflrt! ibe itfrrafTi of Tiw^ 

ft.'- 

SiuQo Brham caDqpet^d m fh» lour'd dime j 
^ui<« FtMom tie£«j Jter valtKd bUsKinga pev'it» 
And £fidili Itws aiid firituli li^lda pmctuvil- . 

Ah t mm rtn more biw «a mdd ft fway* 

To de^otx ikwni'd AB nmmltE^ pety j 
The day i« fix'd that firtu^ oppre^own. tfiirk 
And bah jmir ouiBllin^ bopoi and Joja expire. 

f low ihcct uixE idumph o*ct Llik irxie r 

Xo bwour^d fttrige cf onr wow remain 
FAftC Ahmqjft ipkllt&d dmcAxod RgoJ bow'lftk 
To cowQi fat cIntaiKi an (he Concitu ahosfet^ 

Tbk ipcmii itnct obe;^'d oor nfi! J cocndiadik 
Andfirltkb finoedom bkaaM a gnbrfid Iscid; 

O aad mene ^ Ibcift &ir lnxmwn |d«lni> 
Whore Kmre tofilca, ftiiil golikn Pieotf inpa, 
Whene nnmAfEUft toeb mid hcrdi udisti tbs meads 
And IhdtlblhftrFevtA mn^e iboir wied besdii 
^ .Where Nerbudds itilk b? iMe^ 

Andi^re*nn oflei«eriiorepdhic^ 

Where iiatdjr ri|i] citLe^ tkt. 

Axid 6um and Mbars ^lad Un pll|^hii^» eyea^ ^ 
Where dkfifidbl villa^iiW sod gre^ 
k 1 q beftiiL^ fleck bright exptndR icoKi 
Ah thtx rumf thd ^j^irciaiiii^h bioii lod^ 

" And bopitp neJoentnt^ Ui u tyrmt^f nod t 

A Item Mabnuni^t power too locin omitihinv 
And Freedom her Auttic Lhione; 

Vott ^m^tj^rolcri now apin rdniD^ 

Townip Alteip Tilli^,~«Qbrekffirei niotico J 
Mourn teiT tfaoio bkfliinp of io alkxl | date | 

4 r 

For Soodla, Mtlw]iff dgif, Jw jemr fa(«r 



Tnigbtj for ^sfhwmi liiqd t 
71:7 cn^ 1^ darkucn m CMiiia'4 : 

K'o ttiik-b^fu around ihf gloatiiY ffmn^ 

Ko cimmcil mncu ib^ galiunrpg: frimn e 
T bj gkut mm ciiimit Ji lei^tifiii^J dulo, 

Aad cjLp^iYG j]at;kqti.:^f lU muMiiij; p»mt 
Belm ibf hirld gTan; tftdr tnma^ 

Ami llbpQ cKpWng Iw luiivt akka : 

Tby bre&ih fktcrnjs ibrfunc iniHsofi esqtk^ 

v\ii4 Naiitfc"* tina dietfiil fairtli. 

Thy immti gpew tu more Lb«i nmtttl 
And Kcm'd U» bint tbc ndknc nsnrofr of lights 
Fiar whm ihou dwrll'it t# itOi a dradEil nlgtiL 
But when liie d^-sw from on high iip[)can|4 

^ ttt' ’ 1 ^ 

Tby reign tbsll rantih. and thj YKtitHf' fimi 
Ihy adAmantme eLaitv 4hdll imlt awi^. 

Aad Ltbeny reunre ha* domiks day* 

YcUumitt Utiseral Imiiif of]iid« 
t.llfe Furope't roirabnii In thn fondai ilmc^ 

Tk jv/arw to psw itw chlclkdn*^ mighty deea^ 
And h"fn glfn y*«. dcalhLoa loeeil i'l 

rns jwn TO niie, or moi^ ihe {iioniD beortk 
Bjr lU the lb*««u< of thoinaetSil mi 
Tu your* to fll tiie; of Hktorjr’t pofc* 

Asid thm LmnutaUtc tlto p«nii^«gn£ 

Tk jcmi^lo blow llkeg4ty«) tniaroo££imr^ 

Aivl nio^ the hturd round each bunw'd EUintr. 

Ah i ifthca you ehuil tbe Jogrodciy lalu^ 

In cTPirdot! citfeOj or ibo iml rnie, 

Hoir vSI TMt lUinOu Giir Tltodom't tnoiMVi legn 
Wltitfl |j*f iiiag triiie» bmetu the AffcTtil •tain 9 
Lnertl ber bletring* oriibiw'd ia tlair t>lM»a> 

And naiifl tq. uffrr d^ irt h* f t^*y ^ 

Wlicn ]fOii odltOt itnct'luHnric tniihj 
Thene changing teBMi?£nMiw (O^owjroutb, 


'I*!!* wBoidaiUg balan'S ^ <l»*3W» 

j < intrd iritb dftttU fhftt. *6011 a |kwB? ibtanu 
.* 1 

Wlai bh^it'iiib« *Jf» ’»« pns^l ' 

WfMMi ol«^ «• w«>wh‘«l. apt*"* 

'iBkdft 3 BPlJW'a 

WLch Fw<tom‘t TOte ihi^ iail land. 

te«r Mi ffl in the ulit« her loiii 
^.^.. ^ 1 *«ttin break the crwcl tyrattt’iwdj 
Am&. fim of^-wngf*! ifaew Ok ptlino God 1 
Wbtn »hi? Thnlt tfiiw UlftilusJolfi r«In» oo ttwtf , 
* ‘^=ihrt wiMbm'd hafe, a»d poow'd Uii* TesJi« !— 
b^l 4^ vi*iiii* *n^ 

Ami tjiietij Cvm 'baU fpnng i 

The ciptiw »htiS. targ«i hii 
And join in chmm «riib tlw wpanm* 

? - , Dlwjboy. iUKweil I ibj glwifflT ‘JW » 

TT fc - -I 

Fsr th» I In »d«nt prifi. 


On ll»e.arrival of m? J«la“‘l'‘'" ®”'*' * 

,he 2 under Ibo care of ,l.e»tarel.^refliccr. and cigl.iren 

„ed Uorremcn; nudwilh ll« olher sU. ih^BUant recurit, on 
,r 5 cback,aj«l aliule fevoucjtcslavc.^boy bthi^ the tamage. I 
,™™enccd mj jourecj aiH. fall four hou« day-ligl.t before na. 

Innl previoredy rem olf “f ^'' '7 

tUi hal:karec, in tlie rale of fiv<r»nilcs >» ‘‘“ur. I IXimoJ tl'fough 

UiWoou"“y 

•ual’ Not mocling wilU any nioteution from ilie Gracias, and 
’n^| ’..i;a; the lirehimus had be^ misinfonned, I diamiased ihe 
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Bhautf stopped a few hours to rest my people at Uie cuirance of 
the Baroclie piir^uuna, and reached home in safely early die next 
morning, wliere I related the late eecnts at Dliuboj, and especially 
the prognostics of the brahinins respecting the Onidus, as totally 
without tbundation. lint when some hours hadx'lapsed, without 
tidings of my^a^ants and cflects, nor the appearance of a liotvo* 
man, 1 became alarmed. Sly suspense was not of long cltiratiou, 
for on looking anxiously towards the road, 1 saw a sort of fnnerBl 
procession moving towards our garden-house, accoiiipaitied by the 
yells of femaJe mourners, more dbmal than any 1 had ever heard. 
It consisted of a mingled group of Mahomedans, irtndoos, and 
Parsecs, a sight very unusual at an Indian funeral. Tiiere was a 
Maltomedan mosque^ and burying-ground near our villa, whtcli 
they pnsseil, and moved on immediately lowardi the ^den gatev 
IVc now dislinguiaUed several difl'erent biers; on the foremost lay 
the headless body of my cavalry officer, followed liy the violent 
exclamatiom of Mahomedoii women. i\nothcr set lireugbc the 
dead Iwdy of a Paisee 'lerrant, almost cut to pieces: oihers cur¬ 
ried dead and wounded Hindoos of diderent <lesciipUon8, on the 
village cots. These they ^>hiced in the garden under our front 
veranda, and tmiiKMlialcfy renewd their dreadiiil lamcniadons. 

When we could obtain silence, 1 Icamt from the survivors, that 
alHHit ail hour ailcr 1 crossed the bed of the river, my jicople and 
cdects arrived at tlic fatni spot, where they were suddenly sur¬ 
rounded by upwards of tlirec. hundred amied Gracias, on hurse- 
back, and four luiudrcd on fool, who immmliakly attacked^ 
my small party xvilh the most savage barharily, cut down the 

cavalry officer, killed a l*anscc senanl and several of my attenil- 
VOL. lit, 3 c 


anri wounded many more. Ekled wiiti tins success, and 
intoxioiled by opium and bhang, ihcir ii^ciatu cUieflams calM 
loudtj for the EngUsli sirdar, vdicmehtly deniaadiiig when 1 should 
arrive lioui Dhnboy. My faithful people told them 1 had passed 
long before, and was then in the Barpche purgunna, far beyond 
iholr readi; although, travelling at the slow pace uf oxen, 1 could 
not have been three tntles distant. Hius disappoint^, they re- 
nevred llwir tnsnits, and frantic with bhang, coiumittcf) further 
cnieJiy before they decamped with their ptuniier, consisting nf 
horses, amis, aiy {palanquin, sword, and some valuable effects; 
lcaviog,liie dead and wounded men on the spot, where they had 
fallen o sacrilice ihemseiVes, but would not beixay lUeir master 
Tlie siglit of the dead bodies and the accompaJiyhig lanignia- 
tiom, announced the first tidings of thb fatal catastrophe. I have 
no language to express iny feelings on tills occasion. Tacitus, 
eminent for sublime coucepdons and pathetic description, aids mj 
rccollecliou by a scene of far greater importance. 

Nmt tiimokifi, rmn ^flaa ; led ^Hak nugrti et ma^ix int, ineeUiim 

Vi ti i^t a tumuli^ it raiipt quktow i k mm ^ of mA af kdigtuiriair 

TACtruj. 

1 find ft equally difheull to menlion my own providential dc^ 
liveraiice. The Gracias not pursuing me, se'ems so veiy extraor¬ 
dinary, that, among some other remarkable events of niy life, I 
ean, (without referring to second causes, or inicrmediatc agency) 
only ascribe it to that Protecting Ami, which »*is about our path 
and about onf bed; for in the way wherein I walked tliey Imd 
privily laid a snare for me: 1 might have looked on my right 


Jjilud iiiid oa my left, btii I had no phice to flee unio, no man to 
care for my suulT* 

Never can I foi^ Uic TOciferation and esertioa of the hired 
mourners in this nielanclioly procession ; it bad some resemblance 
to the howl at an Irish funeral; but so ntany imprecaiionft and 
tnaksdictioas were mingled with aflectionate inquiries and patbedc 
eulogy, that it is difliicult to say wheiiier curves or blessings most 
predonti noted: nor, in tlicif Irenay, was it easy to dbtinguisli 
wheilier the execrations were enUrety applied to the inuidurers, or 
die innoceot cause of the disaster. Their wliole behaviour realized 
Irwin's account of a similar procession at Coaire in CTpper Egypt, 
it) consequence of a merchant, named htuhimimcd, being murdered 
in the desert lietween Ghinhali and Cosire; when a mournful 
ti^in of females passed through tlic principal streets, uttering the 
most dismal cries. One of Lhom carried a naked sword in her 
hand, to imitate tlie weapon by which the deceased ll’ll; they 
stopped at sundry places, and danced around llic sword, to the mu¬ 
sic of timbrels and tabors. They paused a long time Iwlbre the 

house tnhabiicd by IU.r> Irwin and the English gcnildtiei), and 

1 1 

some of the women made threatcnuig signs to their servants, which 
agreed with the caution the gentlemen had received to keep within 
doors. It would indeed have been dangerous to have laced this 
frantic company, wliosc claruouts and extravagant gestures gave 
them all the appearance ot' the tuiuale baccliannli of 'rUtacc, rcy 
corded of old. This scene continued for seven days, during whiub 
inter^'al llie feinale relations of the deceased made a tour through 
the town, morning and idgUi, t)caung itieir breasts, throiring aiihes 
ou their heads, and liisplnying every artificial [often of sorroiv,'* 
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Tl>u^ lUc noisy processionSt various ceiemomei peifonuirJ 
by iluj rclaiions and hired uioumers for the iiiuniered cavalry 
odiccr* conliuticd at stated hours for several days. And as the 
l^laUomcdaa burying-ground a»d place of prayer'was very near 
my garden, they took care I slioahl not be without sorii'e^barc in 
tlic tragcdvi 1 certainly fell uiftiiy implea^nt scnnltOlftSf although 
after .ihe first onset I was perfectly Convinced ihifc was no real 
edrrow in the case. It was rather n daily counterpart of Chardins 
Fersiun scene, where; spctiking of the Asiatic women, he sayit. 
« their sentiments of joy or of grief are properly tmnspons j and 
llieir trans[M>rt3 are iingoverned, csceaatve, and truly outrageous. 
When any one, returns from ^ a long Journeyi or dies, hi* family 
burst into cries, that may l)e heard tAventy doors off: and this is 
Tcnewcd at different limes, and continues mmy daya^ according 
10 the tigonr of die passion. Especially are Utese cries loitg in 
tlic case of death, and frightful: for the tnouniing is downright 
despair, and an image of hell. I was lodged at Ispahan near the 
royal squire: the mistress ofihc bou?tc next to mine died al tljai 
time. The moment «hc expired, all ihe family, to the number of 
tvrenly-Gvc or Uiirly people, set up such a furiaus cry, that i was 
quite startled, apd was above two boors before 1* could recover 
(uyself. These cries con^ue a long rime, tiien t'casc all at 
OGcc; they begh^ as suddenly at day-break, and in couceri. 
It is iHU suddenness which is so terrifying, together with a 
greater shrillness and louditesVvlimD one could positiiily imagine. 
'J'lus enraged kind of mourning. If I may so call it, coniinued forty 
days, not equally violent, bul wiih diminution from day to day. 
Tlic longest and tnosl violent aeU were when iliey wadied the 


btnJj, whca Ihcv ncrfuniwl il* trljun they cnitied it out lo be in¬ 
terred, at making lltc inveutop:, and wfren they divided ilieef Fee is. 
You afe not to suppose Uie peo|do'tl)ai were jicady to split their 
sides willi crying out. wept as i^uch t the grealest part of them 
did a single tear ilifuugh die wiiolc ungedy/' 

Nev^ was there a pictnie tiioie truly draw» of the scene I daily 
witn&|Scd itt^e precincts of the cenieicry near our garden-house. 

A person of consiA^nence in Cuaerat, well Infonned oi the 
Ibracias' intentions, told me, Uial although in U>e first onset tliey 
liiUed and wounded so many of my people, they had resolved not 
to destroy me at that time, but lo carry me ahve to one of lluHr 
fortieses in the distant hills, where 1 sliould indeed have been fed 
wih ue bread of adveisily, and have drank the. water of afiliclion. 
No friejd would have known where 1 was, nor liow to have ol>- 


tatoed nircss; the English bi^ no longer any influence* and the 
Gracia chriftains a<dcnowledge no superior. Their inaccessible 
eastles upon the inounialns bnfliethe tactics of civiEtaed nations, 
and bid defimee to Uieir experienced ^cmls. ShakespCJire's 
creative imagtd^m alone have depicted my melaucholy 

niiialion. 
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DivAilfiil must have becA this sort of captivity to a free* 
bom Writon, cveu witlioui ibe severities of a duDgeoiif or any ad- 
dlriomit lurUire, it would have been impossible for a rcdectlDg 
mind nut to have torebuded soineiliiDg worse* We arc but too 
welt acipiainied with the cruelties iadlcted by Asiatic despots 
from the earliest amialti* to those recorded of the late ty rants of Alv- 
sore. The iHilsontrd coffee, the cnish of im elephant, or any Iriud 
of speedy death, is a mercifut dispeasutioa when compared with 
the redttemeuis iti cruelty oAcn made use of by these adepts ja> 
luiman misery. A |ioIson has been olleu administered to UiO ii)^ 
fated princes of thc house of Timur, and prisoners of rank in lib- 
dostati, which I should more have dreaded than the baneful cup^ 
or the mute and l>ow->striug. They speedily transmit die p'isoucr 
before the tribunal of a more merciful judjse i but for tlie ’icLim of 
iinperiaygalousy or revcogc, certain poisonous drags mniglcd 
with Im fmid, w'hicli by i«n|K*rceplible degrees undernme Ids coa- 
stilutioii, and deprive him of life in the course of i few days, a 
few weeks, or during a longer period of moniljs, am even of years, 
as may be mtm,gi5di0'i«^ to ihe will of a capriciias tyrant. 

Shocking 51S these rchlimis arc* my imagial^n would have 
recurred to one inoflc of d^trucilon still <ore dreatlful. 'Hie 
TvrcU'he’d agents of these royal rourdercTs line ihc art of infusing 
delctcrioas ingredicuts into the susLcnniice f the prisoner, which 
tends to destroy the uieutal faculties, and V a gradual progress «f 
imbecility tcrudnutc i« com pic (e idiotlsn I'his l>r, Fryrrr cou- 
firms by a very curious descriiilioh of ttre state prboners f who, 
on commtiiing any offence which sublets them to this destinv, 

« are sent by the kiug’s order to a place>f punish mem, witcre the 
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(ceepei* iMung mramied of itie htflitousness of ihu cnittCr nnn^T^s lor 
diem a drink made of bUaiig^ the juke of »n intojtiailtng sfwt 
of Iiemp; lilts at first ihe^ refuse j but oit receiving (he addi¬ 
tion pfsome duiry, made from the deadly sofanum. called poss, 
ft ni^ca theni so foolishly mad, that after a Week's taking, they 
crave it more Utan ever they nauseated* Tliej are lUoh brought 
into the Inner lodgings of the house, where folding-dotifs open ujnm 
delicious ^rikns, ajid apes, cats, dogs, and monkeys, are their 
attendants ; with rfhom they maintain Uteir dialogues, exercising 
over ihecn their hmnour of an as^sin, tisUrjJcr, miier, or what 
their genius led thetii to, Whilst themselves. After this manner 
lliey arc imprisoned during die king's pleasure, or he order their 
cure, to restore them to tlreir souses again i whkU oiherwiae, after 
their spirits are tired by a inlets apfjclile of doing, aud in the 
nieatttimc have not a suitable recniil, they linger by a lasting 
leanness into die shailes, wliioh alive they represented;'* 

Such enervating drags and ilclererions potions were well 
known in ancient ftomc, and no doubt in the ancient ages of 
Greece. Dropping the allegory, Circe most probably adminis- 
icrcd similar bevcpige and iMmcful food to those who were unfor- 
tuftaiely impaled within her magic circle. 

On dawnf 

With sembliiKc &frtli* n3ibtfi[Pr cmi (fie ^*4 j 
** JklUk DcvTy pTM|» ihe %««! ie^ir df 
“ Aibi biMuey iitS lYaairiaiiin tte UttH : 

■ ■ v^juim’d waft lha btiivd. ^tuI 

Wiib drwgt itU lA# juai * ^ 

A variciv of poisons arc mentioned by ihc Roman hts^loriana 
and poets, especially by Tacituiv; many of u liinilai nature to 


ttiusc t)Ov(- admirmUM'Ctl in Imliai axid 1 beli&v'eiin tiic snuihcm 
p&rU of £tin>pc^. Nuiuaiitifiu, the divorced wUe of Duatitiff Syi- 
vauus, a prstur of Uouie, accused Qf having db re tapered hb 
brain bj drugs atjil iimgic speJis. Syanus procured a poison to 
destroy Drusus, which, operaihig as a sloiv contalve, brought ua 
tlie symptoms of a natural disorder, Piso^ and bla wile Pluncioa^ 
were both, accused of cficcung the death ol' Gennaoicus by the 
same means. IVlartina, Itic confidante of Planettia, was noionutts 
for her practices iu litis diabolical profes^on; and was seat for 
from Syria to Rome, lo be tried with her employers for die mur* 
der of Germauicus. Claudia.Pulcliray the friend of Agrippina, 
the widow* of Cermankus, was accused of an attempt to poison 
Tiberius by spells and iticantaiioiu; and Agrippiua Itcrself, urgcil 
by the agents of Sejnuus, to beware of poison at that emperor's 
tabic, abstained from every thing set before her, and would hot 
cveu taste ll» fruit which he presented with his owu Imiids which 
occasioned Tiberius to ask-,’^ Should this woman be treated with 
severity, will jiny body wonder, when site now imputes to me llur 
guilt of tlealing-iu poison?’^ 

A Case still more in i>gint with the iriodem Asiatic pohons, is 

the conduct of the second Agrippina, the infamous moiltcr of the 

* * 

infamous Nelfo; liollt the unworthy ofilipring of llte.vtrOious Gcr- 
maiiicus, 'Hus wicked woman, when her husbaml ClamJius 
went to Sinuessa for the recoveiy of'his bciihh, dcterniined lo 
execute the black design she had Jong harboured in her breast 
of taking the emperor otT by poison, the more speedily to accom¬ 
plish her ambitions views in favour of Nero. Tacitus snvs, “ in- 
struinenls-of guilt were ready at her beck, but the choice of the 
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jiuiyon Mras.&till to consttlerudr if quick sudden in its cqie- 
mlian, ihc treachery ^vould be ruauifest. A abw conmive would 
biitig oi» a litigd^jjg dentil, Ja Uiat case, the danger was, llial 
llic cs^n&pirncy nugbt, in Uic iiia^Trai, be detected; or. in tlie ueak- 
nws and dcony of nature, die affections of a father might rcliini, 
plead ill favour of Britauoicin. She rcsolved to try a com- 
pomiU of* new and exqubite ingredients, such as would make 
directly to die brain, yet not bring on an immediate dissolmibn. 
*V j^ison of well known skill' in the trade of poisoning was clioson 
for the busiucss. This wag die fonaous locusta ; a woman lately 
condi^^cd as adealer in cloudeatihe practices, bnt reserved kmong 
the iustiuments of slate to serve die purposes of dark ambidon. 
By this tool pf inltjaity die mixture ivas propared. The hand 
to adinlnisicr it was that of Ilalotas the eunuch, whose busing 
it was to sene the eniperor's table, and laste the viands for bis 
master,*' Claudtus swallowed the poison in a savoury dish of 
tnushrooms; and uas shortly afttwsitli seked with siefcn^, 
ZenophoD, the |ihyskian. corrupted by Agrippina, searched the 
cmtiertiKs Uiroat by uiCans of a fonrher tinged with the most 
sublie jmison; tims accclcnitiiig the wishes^nf his cruel empress, 
and preventing a lir^eriog state of imbedlity and- wretched¬ 
ness. 

Such arc the ancient and modem effects, of poben; equally 
w't'll attested,. A cltoii^ of* them tvaa ui agitation agalnsi- 
among the CraciaB. for having protected I he helpless vilhigF^ 
ill trusted to my care from their ctuil depredations. My aulho- 
rity for tins assertion was not derived from coinmou report; Mr. 
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Callunder^ ilic BrilisU resident at Jajnboseei; kUo accoiui>ametl 
me to Ahmedabad, and was highly respecied Uiroughout ihe couu* 
irv, corresponded wUh soine Gracia rajahs, who had no concern 
wiili the chieftains of ManJwa aiul V^clorint and were ia no shape 
implicated in lUeir treachery; tliey assured him, in leiicre wrium 
after my providential escape, of.wbal was the deli he rate iiiieti- 
lion of those crad tribes, had they seemed me alive- These 
Gracia friend* of Mr. Callander, aided by the bhams of Scrulah, 
were the means of recoveruig my palaiKjuin and sonic other efibets 
from the enemy; my sword tliey detained, as a trophy of tlieir 
inglorious exploit. 

1 formerly mentioned the cruel slieep-skin death, sometimes 
practised by the Alahrattas, which was not forgouen amorig Urc 
Turious torture meditated against me by those merciless chief¬ 
tains, To be sewed up naked in the akin of an mduiaJ newly 
flayed, and themin exposed to the solar rays in India, without 
food or water, is jwrliajjs one of the most cruet deaths ever thought 
of. TIj« deprivation of sustenance would indeed mercifully hasten % 

the deaili of the wretched sullemr; for dreaidfui cimt lie llie tor¬ 
ture occasioned by the skin drj itig. cmitraciing, and doacly ad¬ 
hering to the ftrah of the living victim, 

I do not find any mention made of thb punishment m Indian 
history, excepting one instance recorded in the Aycen Akbiry, 
which was probably of a similar nature. The anecilote i* alto¬ 
gether curious, und concludes witli one of Abul fataefs usual 
remarks. Durtug the kbalitat of Waiccd, Mohamtiied Co&sim was 
BCiit against Babir, a brahmin who had iisttrp^l the llironc of tile 
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rajah of Smcl, and reigned at Tauah on the liidus, DaHr was 
ilain in hatUe, and Moharemetl Cosslni sent the kliatif, among 
other enptives* two daughters of Dahtr, together widi {iresents of 
considerablft,value. The two young pHneessra, in dnler to rerenge 
the death of their faMrer, represented fatsdy to the kLalif, that 
Mohattunetl Gossifn bad been uoiiiiectcd with them. The khalif 
hcreiipou, fading into a ra^, gare orders for Mohamnied Co^im 
to be 4ewt*d up in a raw hVdOf anti sent in that condition to court, 
wjiere he was shewn lo the princesses t who expressed great joy 
at seeing their father's murderer in such a sltuatroii. “ It is asto¬ 
nishing how the khalif could issue such a cruel order without 
Jjosiure proofs of delinciuency, A wise priiice never suflers him¬ 
self to Iw led away by repi>rl!f; hut exercises hb circumspection, 
and makes diltgenl iin'cstigation, seeing that truth is scarce aoif 
falsehood comutouj ami it beiiovcth him to be more particulnrly 
doubt ful of udiatcver b said lo I lie prejudice of Utose whom he 
has distinguished by peculiar marks of hb favour, as the u-orld in 
gcncml hear them enmity, even widmut cause, and the wicke<I 
frequendy put oa (he appearance of vihae, to com pass die de¬ 
struction of the iitftocieiiL." 

Abul Taacl docs not say wlietlMar this cruel pnnishment of 
^I<dEaninied Cossiui term mated In liis death; the rdleciions seem 
to imply dial it did. Nor di> they ascerinJn whether, like the 
Mulireita viciiiuv itjo Mahotnediin general ivusi deprived of food 
and waicri perhaps, after all, the mbciy of |K!rbhing by thirst in 
ihe torrid »one, b one of the most dreadful (deaths that can Ik: 
iutlicied. ffl (lie tamciiUKions for Moab, Silimah, and Dlboti, 
short, palhetlc> and sublime, how sirongly expressive b ihc doom 
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of the lallcr, allading lo Uiia severest woe! yc tliai dwell 

in Moab; leave the dltcs, and dwell in tlie Tock like the davc ! O 
vine of Sibtnahl I will weep for thee, with the weeping of Ja*cr, 
O \ daughter 6f 'Dibou, come down froin thy gloir, anil “ ml mi 
fhiritf.’* 

Whether 1 was lo hare been taken off by poison, by hunger, 
or by thirst, « now uf lillte conse<]uence: my destroclfon was de¬ 
termined, and I escaped. When 1 reilccl on this moftientous 
crisis of my fate, I am natnially led into soleifin and gralelul 
contemplation. Near thirty yeare are elapsed, but the images are 
not effaced, and the retrospection creates sensations which 1 
not describe. 1, who appeared to be the sole ohjecl of their tc* 
venfte. came off unhurt. But their machinations did not end in 
die witda of Zinore, that disappointment only increased Oteir re- 
se^Uncnl, and et^ged diem in new sirutageins. 

On the civil and mtliUny establishments being withdrawn fnom 
Barotdie- and its de|iendanL purgunnas, oitr family passed the rainy 
season at Surat, and, ibr some time, resided at an English gariten- 
house, w'ilhont the ^^criow-gate, at some distance from the city 
-walls. After living there a few weeks, wc observed every evening 
several itcrsoiis lurking under the garden hedges, and concealing 
themselves in the adjoining fields: being strangers tti the country, 
wc did not at first attend to them; but a constant re{ictiliitu of 
such mysterious conduct at fenglh excited suspicion. 1 was^ at 
that lime, estremety til ofa fever; and never left the house, eiwpl 
lo walk in the garden, before sun-set, which was rather earlier than 
these persons generally appeared. As they seemed to lie in pufstiii 
of an object which eluded their rigiliiticc, it at Icngtli ocenm-d. 



that pp^ibly thej' ttiighi be some kind of spies or agcnlt em- 
pU>yeil by the Grncias to carry me oW, On an investigaiion by 
ihe Surat police* this proved to be the fact; and Mr^Callander 
afterwards,oblaiitetl oeriHin intctligcuce of tlsc plot by means of 
his correspondehls In Guaeral, 'riie Gracia rajah of Ahmood in¬ 
formed him, that the Muiidtva and Velofia chieftains had again 
summoned the soothsayers, and tnade sure of ray capture. 1 was 
once tnmv destined to :l hill fortress)* and Ute cinissanes were to 
hare been liandwimely rewardwL 

Finding their l^t pint discovered, the Graeia hirelings left ilic 
Sural ilislricls: but, frtnn an apprehension of similar altoinpts, we 
Mnmedbtely repaired to a house wtlhin die city. Having iictlher 
health iior spirits to encounter fresh didiculties, 1 emiinrked on the 
first vessd bound to Bomtiay, on lli^ breaking up of the monsoon, 
some irecka before the rest of our family: for after ilic melanchuTy 
scenes nt Baroche and Dliuboy, and out imsctllcd siliiaiion at 
Sural, I Bnlicijmled more fiatisfactlon at Homhay. Soon after 
receiving orders from I he governor and council for the evacuation 
of Baroelie, we sent the Enghah ladies to Surat, liefore the com- 
mcnceinciit of the rains. ^V ith tlieiu the diarni of society vanidied; 
a gloom pervaded liie city, confidence in its Asiatic iiihabitahts 
was lessened, and many of llic uiLtive troops deserted their colotjis. 
It is anncctssary to detail tin pleasant circumstances, which, finoju 
lapse of lime and change tif aftaira, have lost their interest, 
Jieilher have I parliealarised the incantations and ceremonies 
which were pertorme>l in (he Hindoo temples, to propitiate 
SERA, tliegoil of wisdom and policy, with other deiljcs, in favour 
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of llarociic and its popular piirgunria, that ihc English govxni* 

T- ■" ,^M 

i^ieql might tie continuecl over that feflile and happy country. 
Similar luppUcaiions tvare odcred up in the Malioniedan Musjids 
and at the sacred 6rcs of the Parsees. s^^eak highly in praise 

of British administration in rnilia. 

Cliarim,, talismans, and magical cetemonies of various de> 
scriptiotliij were ^id to liave been practised hy diifefcitl castes, 
in hopes of producing the same effect. J have formerly observed, 
that however differently sucJi things may be considered by en¬ 
lightened Europeans, they are deemed of the utmost importance 
by Utc Asiatics^ and, as a case strongly in poini, in inoderu times, 
I shall finish the subject of oiienta! diviners, soothsayers, and 
sorcerers, of alt demaminatiou^, with a note from the Hindoo Pan- 
tlieon; in whicli the ingenious and intelligent aultmr, ufier pre- 
misthg that both Hindoos and hrahonicdaiis have extensive belief 
in sorcery and wilcUcmftt relates an anecdote of the late Niaum 
Ally Khan, at riydnibad, now the gri^leisl Mahonietlan sovo* 
rctgnty th India. It is detailed in a letter, written from Pooimh 
in, January ITQfi, to a political corfbpondent, with this very just 
observation; **- lltdicuious as^ it may appear, that such folly sliunld 
have conncelioa with politics, it is nevcriholess true,^li)at tn tijis 
case they wetx closely combined; operating, or intending to ope¬ 
rate, on the permanency of u ministry, the succession to the govern¬ 
ment, tin; influence of the English or French at the court of Hydm- 
bad; and, con5ec]ueniJj, on maay points or,grcat nationnl im* 
fiortance. 

“ For some time past ifte Hydrabad newspapera liav^ abounded 
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with accounts of necromantic endeas'oiiriv agatnsi the Nuiaiii^s 
life;; Cabling another ritiiculous lay of light on the folly of that 
silly durbar. It seems suspected, that TtirjriAT asi Kissa, 
UECUM, (SekandCT Jail s mother) and the miaislcr Azi »i ol Om* 
aAn, are Je^ibus of the superior talents, spirit, atiiJ generosity, of 
Kcttijiuir Jaii, Ms Eltghness^ aecoiid «m, and are using tliese 
s) tame fill practices to undermiiK: ins father's affix tipna. Evidences, 
luaiuresdy suborned, afhmiT iltat certain ilcantattons have been 
pcrfotiued on a ivooden figure, arrayed in a suit of clothes, pro^ 
cuieil fbr the unlibiy purpose by the mother orFea iDu^r Jaii, 
Jhnn the Nizam's wardrobe, and that tins elligy of ins Highness 
n-as buned, I'ha figure has been dug up, and produced, with 
some of the Nizam's hair, found drawn into its side; coTrespond* 
ing with the local seat of his highness's paralytic affection; Ids 
barber has lieen arrested, on suspicion of ha^’itig furuisUed Ific 
hair. But the old prince seems to have sensl^ sofHctetit to 
disfielieve his sou being capable of acting so basely; ai^ says, 
plausibly enough, tliat if he hath 1>cen palsied by sorcery, a dis^ 
covery thereof should, by all nccrmnaolic rules, bienk the spell, 
and restore bis withered limbs to their functions; whereas becon- 
liiiues as dcerepiiand helpless as ever. A Moghtaai (or feniaio 
Mogul) in /Vzitu ul Ommh's family, who pretends to hold con* 

verse with spirits, haTmade all this stir. She afTinns the Kizam 
to be under the influeuce of sorcery: and that his present disease 
is the cfieci of the laCaotations of no less than twenty-five nnngi- 
C'tans of Hydrabud, whom she offers lo point aut; and has named 
a nephew of an aa^eel, or Iwd-chamlicr ivontaii of the Kizaiii, as 


f>ite of ilus iiumbof. who lias bceo apprelicndcd. Other ladies 
of the Mahl (or ftcrugl'to) are sadly alarmed. It's! tlus trU 
^rd( wlio IS qiucli wUb liic Niitaut, should pilcU alto upon 
Utem/* 

The same ftiithur sajs il was once liis luhfnrtune to fire in 
Boiabay, in the immediate neighhuurliood of an eioiciser; who 
planted himself uear his garden wall, arid bjr the horrid jrdls and 
musk, the necessary accom^^iments ^ his craft, so disturbed hit 
repo^, that, faiitiig by remonstrance ami threats, be was forced 
to apply to the police for its lesloratioti and security. This 
n v^n must, from the number of his patients, have been of some note, 
or the posscss^nuuterous; for every full muon he was occupied the 
whole night. It apftcarcd tlial women urere mostly. If not ex- 
dusWelj. possessed: but, leil his eppeansneo should seetn to sane* 
lion tlic annoyam^, the autlmr did not attend, to observe bis 
iioby nciglibours exorcisms. 

Sui^t Bic the praciict^ still coutluucd, and eccfefliled in one 
of the ))oliiest JMahomedaii courts of India. They are more or 
ie&s licUevcd and practised itiroughgul the lextensive regions of 
liiudoitaJi, and indeed in Fersiu and Arabia. Against ihdc pcr>' 
soni^ Him, of whom U is cmphaticaby wriiten, Um Kho itmheth 
iht (}iviiU!r> arad, issued tliis .solemn edict h> his cho^n people on 
(hear entering the land of ^Canaan. 

” When thou an come into the land which the Lord thy God 
givctli thee, thou shalt not leant to do after the abominations of 
thok nations, 'llicrc shall not be found among you any one lliai 
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useUt dimatioii, or an observer of timei, or ati enehaxtierf or a 
witch; or a clianner, or a cocsulter witti familiar spiiilSi or a 
wizard* or a necronianccr. For all that do these things arc aa 
abommadoa uoto ibe Lord: and because of these abominations 
the Lord tbjr God doth dnve tliem out fh>m before Uiee,^ 

Such were the people among wliotn I passed mj last four 
yeaia in India. In detailing the diTiaations* outrages,, and niur> 
ders of the Gracias at Mandwa and the wlldemcas of ZinorCr 
as also their secret anrtbnsh intended at Smut, ] liave suppn^sed 
many anecdotes, interesting to myself, and those immediately con¬ 
cerned: for so much egotism, as utiaToidably remains, Z claim dte 
indulgence of my reader. 1 confess I cannot now contemplate 
my extraordinary deliverance from the Gracia machinations with¬ 
out feelings more appropriate to solemn silence, than expression. 
The subject of a particular Providence requites the utmost deli¬ 
cacy and caution; because few, perhaps, arc more liable to mis¬ 
conception and error; yet a reflcciing mind must be conscious of 
peculiar feeling} m peculiar circumstances; and, although as a 
fallible being, he majr innocentty fall into a mistake, if instead 
of encourageihg pride, presumption, and vanity, he finds Ins heart 
fiUetl will] humility, gratitude, and adomtion, to that Gueat Fiast 
Cause, without whose divine permission not a sparrow failcth to 
the ground, he cannot be guilty of great aberration, 1 shall 
conclude tlus chapter, written thnougfiout with extreme difh- 
rtence and humility, and no part of it, until very lately, intended 
for publication with the other selections, with an extract from Mcl* 
moth, wlm has treated this subject delicatel^f and satisfactorily, 
vot. Ill- ^ ^ 
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“ il is not neccssaty, in order to establish the credibility of ft 
panlcular Pvo^^^idetice, to dctluce it froro known and uncliapatijd 
facu. I should he exceedingly caiiiious in polniing out any sup* 
^»osed instances of ihU kind, as those who are fond of iiululging 
ihemscives in determining the precise cases wherein they imagine 
the iKiniediatc tnierfercncfi of the Divinity b dtscov^ablcy ohen 
Tun into the weakest and most injurious supcnjlitions. Jt is im¬ 
possible, indeed, unless we were capable of looking through the 
whole chain of things, and of viewing each clfeci in ite remote 
oounecUons and final issues, to pronounce of any conllngtiucy. . 
that It is ftbsoliilely, suid in its ultimate tendencies cither good or 
had. That can only l>e knoien by the Great Author of nature, 
■who comprehends the fall extent of our total existence, and sees 
the iiSuenee which every parlicular circnmsiance will have m 
the general sum of our happiness. Jiut though ihc peculiar points 
of divine iiilerpcteitioit are thus necessarily, and from llie natural 
imperfection of oui discerning faculties, extremely dubious; yet 
it call by no means from thence be justly inferred. Oiat the doc¬ 
trine of a particular rrovidcnce is either groundless or absurd : 
the general principle may be inic, thouglnhc application of it to 
any given purpose be involved in I'cry inextricable difficulties.^— 

lf'iTZosnoftKE*s LettE ns. 

“ lie that dwclleih under tl«e defence of ilie Most High, shall 
abide under the sfiadow of ilie Almighty I He shall not be afraid 
for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flleth by day. He 
is my refuge, and my fortress; ray Ood, in him will 1 trust! When 




my spirit was in beavices^ Thou kneweat mj path; bi Uip way 
wberein 1 went, had tliey privily lait! a snaic fur me. They 
sharjjeneij ihek tongues like a serpent; adders poboQ was under 
tlieir lips. TIiCj:Lord is my sircngib, and my sbiekli my lioart 
iriistcd in him, and I was helped j lhe«rore my heart greaily re* 
joicetb: and in iny song will J praise him.” 

iTVn r2K 
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CHAPTER XXXV 


TaAiTfiACTIOJfB AT SUbAl' AWD BOUBaT, APTbb T«b 
EVACQATION OFvBAROCBE, ABD TBE CESSION OF 

.'ir - 

THE ElfGliFu OISTltlcfs IS OOEEBAT 
TO THE MAHI^FTAS, 

17S4. 


** M^t ncil tli& pteimagre Owmiw&TK^vm 

Ti^«f«iy clinw wr>» ^o^Uiipew ^ 

'Tlicce Tprho vnSdct tW l4irnbl reJg^dM Uf ep 

Mij ibcj HA e;iLm imlcniTwii to m Tccehn ^ 

Sea dalt^ fhowen ra^'icc tin ibkHjr e«nJl* 

Aiut hh» tbfl flicw4£iig tiinbi 

HiB Toridui hsurm of »i oliiCf|Vcr 

Wliilo by fil'd U^a «iui vrilJi m juit retttm^ 

^tbef fid twelve fvtijn ihin if^a fior tvislve ikxi bixm P 
Aid ciiif ^ ibMa n^liSe dirtint kt k 
ffortii b^Ttiod Tji1Wi|> Ailfffckd vMSa 
'WiiAtt thrm^lt iIb |ibtt» dfone Mdlhiai 
^11 fbUui^ IDU(lt}|» JllTHH tbe^ CTCIP wif ^ 

And ffi taco»diiif nr^ their dnikj dight^ 

OtMcur'^d urtlh npoms infi o'crw'beim^d ill 

Mot ^bry HA fDoni odf ttm'i j 

To tEKn^ bouncii <ud tfitk spooe Pitoi. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



Tii£ Iasi chapter concluded with llie cvac^liou of Bart5:heT 
Dhuboyf and all the valuable dislncls belonging to the East India 
Company^ in Guaerat. When the yacht on whidi the chief and 
council embarked ftoni Boroclie arrived on the soullicrti^^nka of 
die Nerbtulda, wc had the luortificatiou to Ijeliold the Mahrdtla 
flag Tu'ftving over die ramparts. It ^vas the first time the natives 
had witnea^d that stamhird of oppression. Their tears and other 
cipr^iohs ofsorrprv on timl sad occasion have been recorded; 
some of them accotii^anled us to Surat in hopes of procuring sitU' 
ations, under the Enghsh govemrnent, either there or at Bombay. 

Thus were the civil and military servants uii the Baroche esta¬ 
blishment obliged to leave tliat once happy settlement, in the midst 
of the rainy season,,and to seek an asylum at Surat, mitil the navi> 
gation opened to Bombay at die breaking up of die souih-vrSt 
monsoon in October. The three months now spent there a (forded 
but little □o\'clly or interest to a former dcscripiton iti ITi^t and 
several subsequent visits. 

^Phe double govemment which had then existed in Surat, from 
die conclusion of the treaty entered into by the East India Com* 
panj widi the nabob's falher, Atoyen Odeen, In the mid^e of the 
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ciglileeiiiii ceutury, was aUt:tided wilb mafty incoBVCiiieiicea- The 
firmauu obtained at that time from iho Mogid enipttot veiled Uic 
English comiwny willi ilie g^ivernment of Surat castle, and the 
comciiind of the imperial fleet staiioiied at that empoiium. ll also 
,:ave them power lo appoint a naib, or drpoly, to the nabob, for 
. ic adminisiralion of afikirs in that city. This mingled govem- 
moit of the English ami nabob coniinuod dining the reign of 
Mojen Odeea,who died in and of bis son Cootub Odeen, 

who filled that station during the whole of my residence in India, 
and died in 17&0- Nizam Odecn succeeded his faUierin lire ua- 
bobship, but the aulhoriiy of the Mogul empemr being at that 
lime dwindled to a name, this title was never ounfinned by the 
court of Delhi. Niaiam Odecn dying in 1799> the goveminenl of 
Bombay very properly inieifcred in die appointment of a succes¬ 
sor, with a view of putting an end U> tumults, couAision, and inis- 
chief, wliicb on various occasions had molested the peace of Sumt, 
occasioned by the exactions, oppressions, and corrupt admimsim- 
lion in the nabob's durbar; espechdly in collccUng the revenues 
V ahU conducting the police of the city. This mid-admbmtraltou 
had so often disturbed the happiness of the inhabitants, the walls 
and forlificulions were in such a defenceless slate, for want of 
limtly repairs, and the surrounding districts had been so often in¬ 
vaded on the nabob's quarrels with the iMahraitaa, that it was evi¬ 
dent the power of a Surat nabob, now no longer au officer of the 
Mogul emperor, was inadequate to this important situation. 

After a full and clwr arnmgemeut between the governor- 
general in coiincU at Calcutta, and Nassar Odeen. the hmiher of 
the last deceased nabob, the Bombay government was authorized 
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Lo conclude a ueir treaty \riih Nassar Od^n, and to constitute 
him nabob of Sixrat^ under tlic protection of tiic EngEisli East India 
Companyt on the following conditions, viz^ Tbat an affeosive and 
defensive alliance should lake place between the coiitiacllng 
parties; tlmt tlie civil and milUaiy adminislratioQ should be on 
the part of the company; dmt the xiew nabob should be entitled . 
to all the respect and distlnclions of lus predecessors, should have 
a suitable share of die revenue for his own expenses and those of 
his officers^ and security for himself, his relations, and immediate 
servants, from tlie authority and process of tlie courts. 

Ibese conditions were acceded to, and o treaty concluded 
between Mr, Duncan, governor of j3ombay (who went up to 
Sural for Uic purpose, in May 1800) and Nassar Odecn, In con¬ 
sequence of which peace, good order, and happiness, under an 
equitable administration have prevailed ever since In the cityher 
commerce and manufacLures have increased, and the surrounding 
territory, placed in the hands of the company, and freed froth 
Mahrailn. depredations, has nourished surpridngly, under the 
ptotcclion of the Dntisli Oag. After an ample provision for the 
nabob, and deducting UfC charges of collection, the company re¬ 
ceive an annua) revenue amounting to three lacs of rupees. 

When the BaroChe emigrants arrived at Snmt in 17^, the 
company’s affaira were not very prosperous, either in India or * 

I Europe. lo tlw latter the British nation had been nl war'Mih 
the Erencb, Spaniards, Dutcii, and Americans, and titc company 
lost many valuable ships. In the former, tlie recent jieace with 
the Mahrattas had deprived the Bombay piesidency of all its 
valuable possessions in Guzerat ; the hostiUiies in which the Eng- 
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lish OTfe cugttged willi Tipimo Sultan, hail b«C“ lah’lj' nllMMleil 
with ilHatiirous oonwqueuce.. especially in the tecapuirc of Ekd- 
iiDre. and ibc doslructioii ami impriwuinenl of Ocneral Matthews, 
ami the flower of itic Bombay arpiy. Tlie fu«a of Oiiorc and 
Maiigalote on the Malabar coast, still held out agaiwl Tippoo’a 
. fonces, but they were not expeeled to make a imicli longer swod 
against such superior power, when a prey to disease, and dcstitiitn 
of provisions, stores, and comfort of every dcsci iplibu. 

Thus gloomy was the general aaiieci of affairs on the weatem 
side of India. Compared with Bengal and Madras, llic civil and 
railitaiy eslablisluneou at Bombay were always on a eoiilracicil 
scale 1 they were now much curtailed t the military from Barochc 
were stnlloiie.i at the preiideney. or ordcreil to the snbordinale gar- 
risons I Inti m. conM«usation, nor place of emolument were offered 
to the civil servants ekiled froioGtiaeratt not even a suflictent 
maintsoance for gentlcmea who had l«eu frea. fifteen to thtrty 
yearn in the comiMny's service. In this dilemma, such a, could 
accomplish it, resolved to seule tlicir Indian concern, and to 
embark for England, by the first conveaieq^ opportunity, But m 
mldiiion to ollmriaeoareniences, we wereWormed by our correa- 
noudenls at Bombay, that the captains of the homeward-bound 
Indian.™ demanded eight thousand rupees (lOOOM lor the passage 
,.f a linale innsou. ..ad fifteen thousand for that of a gentle¬ 
man and''his wife. Tliis was certainly imimscd upon the ,mssen- 
frers bv the description which had smlcd from 

anntaiy: some families were now returning by the men of war 
ardered home in coaseqaence of tim general peace in Europe and 
•tmerica: and on our arrival at Bombay we were offered a passage 
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on tnoTc tcnris. The csiplniti with wLoni we cmbHrktcl 

tot Bagland received upwards of eigliljf ihouimiid f«[>ecsj or icii 
thousand pounds ^terliiig^ for lib hoincwiir<l-boitnd pUK^erigen, 
One gentlemHiu dislingnislieij for Ub liberality, gave five thou- 
guineas for the aceornrhotlalion of his wife and family in 
this ship, besides an ample supply of ^^adeipa wine, jirovisions, 
ttiul delicacies for the table. This wilt lie tltcoied a handsome 
compensation for five or six nioiillia board and lodging in any part 
of the w-orld. 

A great clwinge had token place at Surat during the lost ten 
veufs. The ifplendour fbrinerly kept up in lUe mibob's durbar, 
and the style of Mogul magnificence in which die principal Maho- 
mctlaas lived ou my firai visit, seemed almost annihilated. Neither 
Hindoo nor Mahomedan pageantry now enlivened the public 
streets, and the wr,ir which had so long'raged iu Europe and India, 
affected the Asiatic commerce in generul, but rvas most sensibly 
felt at Surat, ilcr dock-yards, storehouses, and Juumi's, indicated 
little of Una life and Spiriu formerly likened to the gUuving picture 
of ancient Tyre: all was now com (iara Lively ailcut and forsaken, 
Tlic usual caJamiliesrVf war hail been heightened by tlie dreadful 
slorui, which happened a year before on the western ahorcs of 
India, The effects of its ravages at Ikiroche liurc been m'entioiied ; 
nt Surat it was still more tremendotfs. Tlic tattering mansions of 
itie Moguls, long out of repair, the slighter Hindoo houses, and the 
iDud-buUl cottages of the lower classes, alike gave w'aj, and buried 
many of their inliabitiuiLs lu the min. Extensive parts of the 
outer ivftlls and lowers of the fortifications, long in a dilapidated 
state, fell down; and the whole city exhibited a scene of desolation. 
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lu tbe surroan<ling couiiiry, whole villages, willi ihe peasajatry and 
calile, were swept awaj. Every ship at the bar, with yachts, 
boats, and vessels of all descriptions in the river, either foundered 
111 tlicir anchors, or were driven on shore* Three ships richly 
laden, belon^ng to a Turkish tneichant, were entirely lost; thar 
cargoes exceeded five lacs of nipecsi The Revenge, tlie finest 
ertiraer on the Bombay station, foundered, and every soul (>eris]icd; 
together with the Terrible, Dolplun* and several of the smaller 
armed vessels. Ilic luvages of this storm extended along the coast 
for upwards of six hundmd miles on the west side of India ; but It 
was fell most about the latitude of Surat and Barodie, and added 
no trifling cfiect to the sombre appearance of lids once animated 
cmporiuiD. 

The palace and gardens at Mahinud>a-bliaug were nearly do* 
stroyed by the storm, nor did the nabob seem indined to repair 
them. The garden-houses of the English genUemeu suffered much 
damage, but were now resuming their Ibrnicr appearance, hlelan- 
choly indeed was the general as|>ecl of Mahmud-a-bhaug. The 
pavilions and detaclied buiUings were blown to pieces, having 
by lapse of time, and the parsimony of Uie nabob, been for many 
vears out of repair. The pavilions aud amaUer buildings, so often 
nieutioued in the oriental gardens, scparaied from the princely 
mansion, arc not to be considered like the generality of European 
summer-houses, oa omamental stracturea to embellish a vista, or 
command apros{>ect; on the contrary, bdng intended for use as 
well as ornament, they occupy diflerent parU of Uie garden; some- 
Ilines connected to the principal building by corrulores ao.d vemn- 
daa, oftener ciilirdy detached, like those described in the chjd"p 
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gardeu at Barocite, wliere cudi paviliau, slmded by a sltgtii veian- 
itSf and encircled by ils own canali, fuonutins and parteiresy i$ 
approptiated to a respective purpose: the mo»l retired is generaltyt 
among itie Moguls, set apart i'ot the jicnauax 

I have mcntiuiicd the simitarity of ibe Roman villa at Pompeii 
(lately cleared from the mountain of volcanic matter, which over¬ 
whelmed it near dglitccn hundred y^ire ago)* to the houses in 
eastern cili^i particularly the Mogul dwellings at Surat j and the 
description of Pliny's elegant retreat at LaureJiiinum is very cor- 
rcsj^ndeui to such mtHlcm structures in Bindoslan. Shah-Blmug, 
the summer palace of the emperor Sitah Jebau, near ^hiiiedabad* 
and Malunud-a-^iaug, at Sural, bear a striking resemblance to 
theTubculan villa and Laurenlinuui, especially the delaelicd build¬ 
ing at the latter* which Pliny calls “ Amc^ mei, re vem amores.’' 

Hctt it ii&rtt 
'' Mm ibe calm bomber of 

in Lord Orrery's essay on the life of Pliny, Ite tells Lord Boyle. 
*' you will be delighted with a little garden apartment adjoining 
to hia mansion at Laureutinum. He mentions it with ecstasy in 
bis description of that villa, and tells us that ho constantly lodged 
in that apartment during the ooisy festivals of Saturn; and at once 
found himself not only enclosed in sweetness and solitude, but 
perfectly defended from alt kinds of interruption. Doctor Shaw, 
in bis travels through the Levant and Barbary, and in liis desciip- 
non of the houses there, lakes notice, that they have imitated the 
eastern manner, by building a private set of apartmcnls, which 
seem mlhcr annexed, limn properly bclongiiig to the rest of the 
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bouse. The liiUc eliamber designed by ttie Shunamitc for Elishsi, 
wticre he heiired at Ids vileasure, wllbout breaking in uiion the pri¬ 
vate afiairsof the faniUy«and wiliiout bdug iiUcmipleH in hU own 
ilcvOiions» my be conjectured lo be one of ih^' scpnriite l)uild- 
ings ; as may also the summer jmrionr of' Eglon, <rhcre he was 
stain by Etiud.^ 

Zulam-Bhaug. the « Garden pf Oppression." formerly noticed, 
called by tlic nafjrib, ^AIla-Bbutig. Paradise, or !itenill}”lhe “ Gar* 
den of Goo" stili coniiiiued to be hb flivouritc retreat. The 
damages sustained by the slonn hud been ail repaired, and its 
l)eauUes fieigUlcned by erery means which his weaUh, power, and 
influence, could accojtnplis!i. Although the pavilions and other 
buildings were less mogtiificent than those at Mahmud-a-Bhaug, 
and some other of the iiiibobV palaces, the grounds were more art¬ 
less and beautiful tlian il\c geucreUiy of tlie liidiau gardens ; and 
profusely adoriftd with trees, shrubs, uud flowers ;^nol only of 
Uiose indigenous to HindiMtan, but with erery variety procurable 
froni Chinn, Persia, and Europe- The apple and the ^ach. flou- 
lishing with the Chinese roses and orangey intempeirserl among 
mangos, plantains, and tamarinds, reminded nie of the inleresiing 
asitoctalions at the Cape of Good Hope j and nioiG than any tliiiig 
1 Imd seen in India reati^ IVlusoh^s lycautiful description of an 
oriental garden. 

** Amid tnfti, wii£ra pkiAi 

ibnr fKafniu i) tesra of injzdii n&d wn^ 

'* StoodCTUWTi'i I cr wtucn, -Afiarti 

t* ^alm b!i kad oC mgaif*4 ikto 

**. ^riw«"d (ilcnteuis 1 Mrlsere die itiUKtflfd ittecgtlij 
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7 ; Aod Ek4i m dulcet puf|v 

l1i«rT^ faKU, or ivhrait ibe dn^ 1 bongb,. 

Bent *ilJi Ed bod of golden Irnit tnilare"* 

In these gaitlens I made considerable additbns lo a collection 

-r^ , 

of near tvFo hundred specimens Of seeds f had preserved from Uie 
trees, shrubs, and llourcrs at Barociie, and diJterenl parts ofGti^o 
rat; many of which have since flourished in the con^ic^vat<ll^f at 
Staiimore^htU. There 1 have hurl (lie pleasure of hcholdin^ the 
tamarind^lTCc, custard-app1c,~HDd cotton^pluiit, flouri^hiug wJih the 
giuger, mmierick, and coflbe: mid have gathered ripe guavas from 
a tree entwined by the crimson ipomea, ifxc lovely Jl/Aodwi-croc per 
of the HiniToos; rncircted by the chaugCable rose (hibiscus iiiuUi- 
bills) the fragrant luogree, atlnicliag alliinna, and sacred lutsee, 
1 have not succeeded with the maugo, wTtich,'jii larger conserva- 
tories, lias not only blossomed, but produced fruit ; iu those belong- 
ing to the Duke of NorlhuntbcThindT and perhaps in some others^ 
The fruit, I believe, did not arrive tit full matm ity; the blossoms 
ivcre in perfeclioii and richly scented. The awraA, or btocun of 
the mango, tnenliuned among the five warm flowers in wliich tlie 
arrows of Cam a Diva, the fjiudoo god of love, are said to be 
dipped, as fomicrty mentioned in the hymn to that deityn 
“ Sweetly," says atipther tender farncutntioj), “ delightful arc the 
flowers of d»e amta on the mountain lop, ivliife the tuuruniring 
bees pursue Oicu* voluptuous toil; dctighiful, 'yet uffliotlng 
me, O friend, in the absence of the youUiftd Kf.sava I I urn nbl 
the terrible Maiifsai a gurlund of water lilies, with subtle tlircads, 
docks inj shoulders; not serpents with twisted folds, 'llie blue 
petals of the loi<» glitter pn my !iei:k, not lliu azure gleam of poi- 
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soUt PowtlCTeil sandal*wood is sprinkitfd on twj Itiiihst not pale 
asljes. 0, god oflovel mistake me not Air MAttAOEVA j wound 
me not again ; approacli me nol in anger ; lioJd not In thy hand 
the shal't barbed by an amra ttowerr' 

■njft custanl-apptp, or ramphui, b deUnealcd in ihe first volume 
^ilh the bullml, or Indian ntglitingule; Tlie aiioUicr 

species of ciistard-applc, b not engraved. WTien I made the 
drawings, and abridged my (Jest riptiou of die liniian fruits, I knew 
nol of their symbolical meaning, nor religious dcdicalion, as men¬ 
tioned in the Hindoo Panihetm; where the rampliul, or fruit of 
Rama, b said in its shape to form a co[ie> and b hence sacred to 
Siva: as placed on its it resembles a pyramid. Its coat n 
exceedingly rough, being tlivided into loaenges by lines deeply in¬ 
dented, drawn spirally right and Iclt, and intersecting each other, 
from the insertion uf ihe stalk to the tip. ** Another species is 
aamed sitapfudi after Sita* sponse offtAM a (hicarnn lions of V isfl- 
Noo .aud liACSiiMi); this fruit b delectably smooth and soft out¬ 
side, mill in shape not so conkal as the other, li: b fancied to 
resemble the mamma of the human ferntde; and legends arc |K>pu- 
lariy reluted of the origiii and application of ihese appellations, 
which 1 sluJI explain or detail. It is not always that the 
popular legends of Hindoo fabulbts will bear expoundiag to an 
European reader," 

I fiiiled in many of the seeds gathered ftora those fragrant trees 
and shrubs, wliich in such great variety delight the Indians; espe¬ 
cially the feinoles of every caste and description. Tlic fields, as 
well as gardens, around Surat, arc cullivated for this purpose, nol 
only to adorn the ladles, but the [iindoo temples, ima^, and 
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4lancmg-gjrb belonging to diero. They are stilt more profitscly 
used to perfmne the oils and unguents, whicJi are so tinheisaJlj 
esleemrd in Asia, These, preserred in sinail bottles, and boxes of 
onyx or alabaster, make n conspicuous«%tirc on itie Inilkn toi¬ 
lette, and fprra a consider.ible article of traffic w-iiU the bombard 
imvclling merchants throughout Mindostanj especially those from 
■the sandal and mogrec ; die roses of Surat are neither so abuodant 
Of fragrant as to produce tire valtiable ottar. Resciiibbog some of 
these, was probably the boi of ointment used by Uic pious Mary* 
and the nard meoiioned in the invitation from Iforace to Virgil. 

” NseniQ rioa putebcie^ 

Xwtn pmu myx dievt Oujt |3 t 4 

I. . i , ‘ 

Of late years, die most beautiful villas and gaixiens at Sural, at 
least those in the best condition, uo longer appertain to Uh; Mo¬ 
guls OT Hindoos; but, with very considerable landcrl property tn 
die outer city and adjoining diniricts, belong to the Parsees, a 
numerous and industrious tribe mentioned in a Ibtnicr chapter. 
These Persian emigrants are now wonderfully multiplied: excepu 
ipgdie extraordinary instance of the children of Israel, there is, 
perhaps, no record of so greut an increase as- among the Parsec 
tribe in India, fprtmg from the few families who emigrated ihiUier 
for die presersadoD of religious liberty. Aciii-c, robust, prudent, 
and persQTering. dicy now fbnn a very valuable part of the com¬ 
pany's subjects on the wesieni shores of Uindosiun, where they arc 
not only protected, but highly esteemed and encouraged. Tliey 
never interfere widi the gorernment or police of any country 
whete they settle, bot' gradiially and silently acquire money, anti 


iliii! lutlnOTHH; u^Uiilly ilcjwticlwg od such iin ncquiaitiOEi. Tlic 
Pursccs uoi onl V DCtjuirc wculilij hut cujoy tUfi cuiufbrts itiicl lujiiJi- 
ries nalufally acTOiD[>!iuying il; to is evident Sn tiicir own domes¬ 
tic economy, nnd especially ta ibe entertainnienls tlicj aometitrrto 
itnikc for ihcJr English fnentls at Bombuy and Sural, where Asiatic 
splendour uud hospiialiiy arc agroeablj hlended with EttrO|>mn 
itoie und comfort. Subject lo hllle spiritual or temporal inflacirco 
of Uieir pncBis, aitd liable to few restrictions in foetd,.fasting, puri¬ 
fications, and rdigious mortificaliona, compared with the (lindoos, 
and even the Mahomedans, iticy know how to appfreciote and 
enjoy the blessings by whieli they arc swrruundeeL 

-Sural at iltal time contained only tire shadow of a Mogul 
court ;^an tensive commerce, of far more imporianc’e to its ug- 
graiidizemcril, rendered il the first ein|H>ruitn in India, and the 
resort of merchants from every quarter of the globe. It wto also 
the residence of several eminern and learned Mahomedans frOui 
Penjia and the imrllKTU pixivinces of Hlhdostaa, where Mogul 
literature, art, and science, no lon^ met with encouragemetii. I 
occasionally associated with these litemti, as also with many Arme¬ 
nians and Turks, at the villa of iMainaTacreodeen, a rich Mogul, 
parrial to English society. 

Ai these visits, and similar opportunities during three monllts" 
leisure Iti this extensive and opulent city, 1 was at some pains to 
invtaliKaie the pirigress of art and acicoce, and the cAtciil of Tiie- 
rurv viCEjuirenieuts. Iiicx>inpetent myself, finmn an insufficient 
knowledge of the tangunge, to form a conclusion, J do not offer a 
decisive opinion upon the subject; but it not misinformed by tlio^ 
more able to make a proper esumate, ii may be safely affirmed, 
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lljai iljeir knowledge is contr^clcdi and llieir st'iilitnents illil>crat. 
I lisivc occasiondly iwetilioncJ the few exceptions wilitin my own 
nlwervalion of ilie naiive* of IfidiaT and we may conclude that 
Gibbon's remui-k ott ihe Ambiims may be justly applied li> llie 
gcucmliiy of Asiatics, and especially ot iJie Iiulian tiioslettis in 
lumber classes of society; Tlial they depnml lUemselvca of 
the priiidiHil benefits of a fiiuiihur iuicrcouree with Greece and 
Romo, the knowlmlge of anUtpiity, ami the freedom of tliongliL 
Coufidenl i« the riches of their imtire tongue, the AnilHims dis^ 
daiiH>d the sindy of any tbreign idiom. The Greek inlcrpreicrs 
were chosen among their ChrislUm subjects; they formed thetr 
iranslaiions, sotnclitnes on llic migiual text, more fi’c<[ucftlly' per¬ 
haps on a Syriac vereiim ; ami in the crowd of astronomers and 
physicians, there « no example of a pwt, an orator, or even an 
historiao being taught to sjicak die language of the Saracens. The 
iiiylliology of Homer would hacc pfovoked the abhorrance of those 
stern faiiatlt^; they ja^sscssed In lazy ignorance die cohmies of the 
iVlaccdouians, and die provinces of Carthage and Rome, The 
iierocs of Plutarch imd Livy were Imried in oblivion : and tlie his¬ 
tory of the world before Mahomed was reduced it* a short legend of 
the patriarchs, tlie prophets,ami the IVrstitn kings Oiiredvcadim 
in the Greek anil Latin schools may hare fixed in our minds n 
Maiidiird of exclusive taste: and J am nut Ibrward to condemn the 
liieratufC and judgment ofnaitonu. of wimse language I am iguo- 
miit. Yet I kfKTE itiai lilt classics have much to teach, and I hc- 
/(cve that the orienmls have much to learn. 1’lie temperate dimity of 
5 lylc, du- graceful projmrlions of art, the forms of vbible and intcL 
Icctual bi^tdv, the jjsl delineaiion of idiuracic? and passion, Urn 
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fhulonc of native argutuentj llit* i^utar fabi'ie of epu^ and dramatic 
poetry> Tiie ioflueiM^ of truUi and rea$ati is of a less ambiguous 
cftmplexlon. 'riie pbUoauphers of Athens unit Rome enjoyed 
llic blessings and asserted ibe fights of civil and religious ij’ee- 
doiii. 'Dieir tnoml and potiiical writings imglil Iiat'c gradually 
unlocked die Tenets of Cistern despotism^ difTiised tiiltbcrtit spirit 
of imjuify find toleration, mid encouraged the Arabian sages to 
suspect that their calipii was a tyranl, and tli^ prophet un im¬ 
postor* -The instinct of superstitioa was alarmed by Uic uitro:- 
diicuoii, even of die ubsimet sciences: and the more rigid doc* 
tors of the law coudciuned the tnali and pernicious curiosity of 
Alniiinion. To the tiiifsi of maitynloin, the virion of paradise, 
and die belief of predestination, we oiusl ascribe the iiivuiciblc 
citthusiasm of the prince and people- And the awond of the 
Saracens became less formidable, wlien their yontli was drawn 
away from die camp to tire college, when the armies of the faitli- 
fol presumed to read and to reflect'* 

The efiecU of the belief in pmlestinaiion, not only among the 
Mahomoduns juM mentioned, but lliC Indians m general, are won¬ 
derful, and pervade their whole conduct. The entrance of the 
jumtna nau.sjld, or grand mosque, ia the capital of a district, had 
been adorned by two lofty mlnarsi t»ic of them struck by lighu 
ning, fcil down at a few feet from its base, and left the other a 
desolate lieauiy. On inquiring why the damage was not repaired, 
the mullali told me their religion did not pcrnilL it when produced 
by such a cause. 

It would be unpaidonable to conclude the subject of oriental 
litemtare without mentioning Avrau, a cclebraicd female philo* 
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sopber amoog Ui€ Tamuls. Dr. Jobo, tn Ibe protestaiit mis&ion 
oil tbe Coromandel coast, has giten a very iuiefe^ung accuunl of 
ibis cxir.iordinary woman, acconipaiuod.by niiiiiy valuable tmns- 
latUids from ber wrhings. 'I'liu Intlmti plionometion was a poly¬ 
theist, and invoked tlie gfxJ Pulleyar, or the deity bcltl by. Itiv Hin¬ 
doos to lie the protecior of Icarrwtig' and science# a$ •Slcrcury was 
among ihc Greeks- TIjo lime iit wblcU she lived# t« jdaveti in the 
age of the three famoiis kings, ,SholeJ),Sheren#atul Jl^dicJi, tvliicli 
falls uboiU tlw ninib century of ibc Christian sera, Amotigpl otlier 
sciences lliis lady was well acquainted with cliefliialry, and her 
moi'al writings were wTilicn for the benefit of inankind, particu¬ 
larly for youth. [icrfonnam-cs are iirlNxInced in die Tamul 

acliools, and read by the diihlreu aiuongsl the tmii l>ooks which 
they learn- Dr. John further says, but neilher the dnldreii tiii- 
clcrsland it, nor r;in hardly any master: comprehend each of the 
sentences they contain; as Home are composed of stidi liigh atid 
abstruse wortls, which a<imit more than one sense, and some aay 
that each semeiice conhi Ije imerproted in five ditfefent ways. 
Some appear to me ch*ar enough, and aLlnutting only one inter¬ 
pretation i but *omt‘ dark, aud Uiose with whom 1 have 

consulted, viny so tuuth amongst themselves, ibul 1 found it dif¬ 
ficult to decide between their in Icrprelu lions; and 1 chose the re- 
fore that which gave tlie best sense, and according to dial manu- 
scripl which 1 possess; for iheic are also different iiianiiscripta. 
l*hc sentences are plawd according to the onh'r of the TaiiiuJ 
alphabet; cadi accordingly begins wlUi a letter; therefore we 
may call it, the goltlcu alphabet of the Tamub, From several 
hundred aphorisms and niniiim, translated from three ireatiscs by 
AvYAtt, I have selected the few (bllowing, as a specimen. 
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TROK tub. ATlStTDIi BT A WAR. 

Gloi^anJ honour be to the divine wn of him who is crowuetl 

with the flowcre of the AU. 

Chariljr be thy pleasure. 

Be not passionate. 

Do not manifest thy secrets. 

rcKi 

QivC) and then eat. 

Never ccuife^to improve in learning. 

Build not too large a hottsc. 

Forget offence. 

To protect is noble. 

Do not part with ihy frjend. 

Be not sloihful in iby actions, 

Keep conipauy with the irirtnoiia. 

Do not speak too mucli. 

Converse with those who are poUie. 

Save rallier than destroy. 

Do not pursue a conquered enemy. 

Do not cKMmpy thyself with trifles. 

Keep tlie divine laws. 

Cultivate whai gives the best fruit. 

Go not where a snake may lie. 

Be prudent in applying thy money. 

Do not despise thy ancestors. 

Make not olhere blush by thy speaking- 
Do not come near one who is in a passion. 
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Qo not into iJie Jiousc of ibe danclTig^girts. 

Do' tii^t like 

EndcavoiiT to get a lionsc of ^our own. 

Be dean m ihy cloihu*. 4 

Go only where lliere b peace. 

1.0ve religions niediuiion. 

f-’Up}! Titli KAtiWIOlitrCKAM, OJl ftOUSS OP LEAaHtJTO, 

BV AVl'^El. 


The Kalous iiludy of sciences brings increasing happiness 
and honour. 

Leading is reaUy tlic most durable treasure. 

A wise niim is like a sup|K>rting hand. 

If all should U' Icst^ what are have leam^ will never be lost. 
What we have learned in joutli* is like a writing cut in 
stone. 


r« 

He who has learned luosh U moat worthj of honour, 

TJiough one is of low bir]^, learning will make him respected, 
fn proportion as one increases in learning, he ought aJj^o to in¬ 


crease in virtne. 

If knowledge has a proper inanence upon the mind, it makes 
us virtuous. 

Science is an ornament wherever we come. 

If one knows what sin is, he becomes irise. 

Religious #be men enjoy great Itappincss, 

Wistlom tsJ^ greatest treasure on earth. 

VOL, m. * \ i II 


In whom is mudi sacncc, in Iwu w greats value. ^ 

men are exalted above all oAef mca. 


paoai%UE~ MOUAt SEStSSCitS CAI.LED KOST!fEJVEHDKST, 


BY AVTAR4 


Mother and fa titer are the first known Deity. 

' Oball bate children are like a poisonous draugfif-. 

If thou cherisliest passtou, all thy merit »lost. P* 

’To obey thy father is belter thp pmyer, , 

To honour thy mother is better than sacrificei 
Be peuccful* and be happy- 
The best omameiil of a family <* uuammity. 

best ornament bt a female b modesty. 
l^Vithout a clesm conscience* Umre is no g<^ sleep. 

'A loiW temper b a beauty in women. 

Amongst relations civility is too otien neglected. 

Xvea widi thy uentesl friends speak not impolilely. 

Speak friendly oten to the poor. 

The fruit will be c<iual to the seed. 

A bad wife b like a fire inlhc lap* 

A slandering wife is like a devil* , ^ 

Xet thy fellow creatuTea partake in thy enjoymeiils. 

‘Without religion b no v'lrtue. 

If the Lord b angry, no man caa save! 

*- 

* , * 

H* an, lintb could be placed io a legend recdid^ in Ibc Ayecn 
Alibery. « might bnppW'A»*a» had paid a visit to IhOfCollegc 
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ot* Renarea* aod Uie classical Tom at Bdgram) a io<ni la ibc pic- 
vioce of Qatlc, cclebralcd far pr<K!iicing men with livdj imagitm- 
tions»a»d melodious rolees; and contauiinga well, of ividch whoso¬ 
ever drank fora continuance o('£t^ dajs would find his undcrsuujd- 
ing enlivened, and his eye sight brighietied. The modem Itlmti 
of India, if such there arc, seem to have forsaken this Pierian 
spring, as very few Inutt of genius appear ainong^ them. That a 
few men from the brahiuin seminaries may uccasionallv ap^Kinr 
in Lbc«path of science, is Hotbing exiraordbary ; but a female 
schtdar, like ATynr, is a prodigy in jliiidoslan. As such T have 
lieen the more particular in her |»ortruil; so amlrasled in all 
respects to that of the Hindoo, Mahomeduii, and Parsce wo^ 
meiL ^Vbetlier confined within the secluded harain, or of more 
easy access tn a voluptuous city, ilio orieutal females, far from 
culUvaliog inldicciual cntertainiuenl, pass their lime either in 
listless apathy, or personal decoration. The Eaiicr especially pre¬ 
vails in a cenain class of beauties, most accumUrly describetl by 
an ancient piophet, as also the costume of Iwr lovers: Thou host 
w'ashcd thyself, and painted lliinc eyes; ihou hast decked thyself 
with omniTJcnts, and seated thyself upon a stately Iwd; with a 
table prepared before it, whereupoa thou JiasL plained inconse and 
oil.^ The voice of those that are at ease is willi ibcc; of captains 
and rulers of Assyria, desirable young men. clothed gorgcouslv; 
and of Sal>cans iVoni the wilderness, which pul bracelets upon 
their hands, aitd beautiful crowns u}>oii Ihcir heads." 

Osieutatjous splendour and imgeantry formerly existed at 
.Surat, as luudi as in most orienUd cit:ici> where a nabob, or dele¬ 
gate from the Mogul empire, held bis court His durbar was nl-' 
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tviiy* HO epilome of I he inijMirial armtificm^itils at Agfo auJ DtlUi. 
The$e alau? insignift seem to be absolutely necessary iiiiiong people 
so much attracted by outward iipi»earance; imd is equally un¬ 
avoidable, in some degree, wherever an English man resides in a 
public character, vested witli a delegated auihorily, whether he is 
cotiUed o g^ivemo^, a chief, a jf)dge, or a coneclor. The people 
in general do not enter into those distincUons, they ennstder him 
as mtnisted with the ejEeculivc power, and the more tulightened 
view him as the representative of tlie British ftuUon* Humble, 
as was my own situation in the Ct>m|>any's service, bn the geu^ml 
system at Bombay: and, as collector of Dbp!>oy, subordinate to 
Ihe chief and council ut^Buioche; yet, bemg die only English¬ 
man inimsted with civil sttilhorlty in thb Dhuboy purgtuinas, I 
lived in the durbar, the residence of theif nncieui rujahs, pundits, 
and govemon: and, sw for as die inhabifonts could Judge, was 
posseitsed of supreme power msd influence, 1 uiis, tlierefore, 
often gently rcpriniHndcd by the acmindars iithI naiive ofEcers, tor 
leav^g the suwarrec, or state aticiidimls, at the outer gate of the 
cityi when i took my evening excursion, anti prefcitcd a walk in 
die fichlH, ibtlowed by a single peon and a faithfnl ting* lo lacing 
smodiered hi tlusty mads by an oslentaitous cavklcade. It ivoultl 
have beiin us imprudoni lo have waved lliC cereniony of offlr'ial 
insigtita within the prccincls of the Dhulwy durbar, as it would 
have been irksome lo parade with such imciimDnmees on a rural 
recreaiion. 

At tilts time, when surrounded by ten limes more Asiatic 
pomp thiin I hUd any reason lo expect would foil to nay lot, how 
oAeii have I wished, and in familiar letters lo my English friends 
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expect'd ibe wtAh»ti»al I was cRjoyiinga primrose luiiik smri liaw- 
Uiom heetjee in uiy iiaLive cOuniry, Wilii gnttiUtdc 1 acknow- 
Ictlge iiiy ivattes liave l)eea granie<i; aod Iew« |serlia{>H, have tasted 
tlic rural ph>aatirc» and vi^al ilvliglibi of Uiis imppy Utaod, for 
near diiriy ycafSt more than my.vjlf, tu irl«»in they jaiisacas nildi* 
lloiial acst from having been so long deprived of lliciit. 

The iiiiibragootij} Ixjoian and the saernd gmvcsatPui> 
parra stiared ihr same fate as ihoac m the surrounding eouniiyt 
liming 4he late storm. 1 revisiud ihqae Imthminical Seminaries 
winch hacl Ibnuerly aft<'rded me so uiudi delight. .V kmg and 
jnore imimatc intercourse with the bniUinim and liigher classes 
of Hindoos had raihti lessened them in my esteem^ since I re¬ 
ceived «ty first impresfiions in this sunciuary; In tlmt respect, as 
well as in its shady honours, 1 found Pulpiirra had lost iiiaiiy of 
t1»ose charms with which twelve years hefone I had been so cap- 
tivalerl. The Ihes of the luxurious priests, the ignomnee of the 
worshippers, JimI ihr penances of the devoiccs, now appeared not 
only supcfslitious, l/ut useless and absurd. The uuliallowed fires 
were still kindled for the inrtocedl female Wctiiiis; iJic temples 
still oi»en to the higher castes of Hindoos, still sltut against the 
jujoi cliaiidala ami Uumlded paiiar. But as thcSunil governinent 
is now uo longer divided, and the English laws, properly blended 
with the lliiidoo and Mahoinedau cmles, are now establislied. we 
may hope lh»i many lingrant abnses in the corrupt durbar of the 
itabob will i>e remedied, and the cremulioii of Hindoo widows 
Im longer pcrmiueil. Kp woman has burui herself on the 
ilUtrdof Bombay for these last fifty years, to my* knowleilge; 
nor do 1 believe tins species of siiiddc has been allowed of 
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iince llie Eugliali possessed \i. S«wly, lliewi il may be graduall v 
and pc-aceaJdy abulbUed wherever Great Britain eilewh^bcr in- 
ducncG. AUltongli one of llicsc diifaiuatod leiualca hoTC iro- 
mohitcd lUemselvcs anring itml long period in Bombay, il is a 
fad, too well esiaUbhed, that my lately, in dm short spaeeof 
SIX months, M!d within the dimpass of thirty miles round Calcutta, 
one hundred aud filly witnien, some of iheiii virgin widows, have 
sacrificed themselves o» the funeral pyre of their husbands. To 
what extent this cruel, destructive, and impohtie sysieimprevajls 
amo»«^ thirty inimons of Pindoos subject to Biilisb lawi^ and 
govei^metit, it would be impossible for me to deterininei llic pro- 
portion fuust l« psiufuUy great. In iHb csUinaie of thirty millions 
neither Mahomedans, Paisces, nor the warlike trilms and lower 
isles of Iliudoos are included: the culculatioa is only inteuded 
for those classes who, more or less, accede to this destructive icneL 
The whole jmpulaiioo of the British empire exceeds sixty miltioiw. 

Infanticide, as formerly mentioned, has, wiihiu these few years, 
been extcmiunied in Cuzetat, and thousands of happy motlieia, 
in all succeeding ages, when caressing thetr infimt daughlci^, will 
bless the name of D,p»cak. Surxdy, ihcrefore. the horrid spec¬ 
tacle of female suiddc will Iw for twer abolished; for we must ro- 
collect, as instanced in the vizier of Btodere^s wife, it is not only 
a widow, but a moUter, a daughter, an ornament in all the relulirc 
riluations of life, that thus deacales hcisdl' to the llamcs. 

The English have introduced the blessings of vaccination 
among all d^ripllons of people in Hindostan, Byavhidi mi'ans 
the lives of Biou^ands ami lens of lUousauda, are annimlly pre- 
served. In this hiiiiionc undertaking the brahmins have risen 


superior lo prejudice, mitl unrler ihdr extcusivc and j)oweiiul 
iiiflucocu aU other, casies of tlindcx'ia Lave adopled the pracli^* 
&lany leiiers on lliis subject, from eminent brahmins to tnedieni 
genliemcji in India, du Uann honour ; they contain ihc most 
liberal seiilioieitls, and have been Jollovretl by a com^spondiag 
p rac li cc. J1 Sifvcitivufti cha ry * a b ral n 11 in, Ums w ntea to Ur. 

Ajiderson ai Madras on vaccine Uioculation, 

“ ( beg leut'e to observe, lot the uiformalJoii of the natives <A 
XhiA emyrtry, tligl I have perused the papere which you liave 
jjublished on that wonderful, heulthful, and uniuorial vaccine 
maitcr, discovcicd on the nipple and udders of some cow* in Eng- 
h»nd, by drat illustrious physician Dr. Jcniier; whereby ibc loath- 
soiiie, painful, and fatal sinall-po.'L has been prevouted iVom sek- 
ing the many of our fellow-crealures in India, as wdl aa in 
Europe, 

** I am an eye-witness, as well as many others, that nuiiibers of 
chitdreir here have been inticulated with vacciiic matter, without 
any injury or btemish whatsoever, cicceptiiig a small spot at llie 
place where ihc matter is applied, which is commonly on the 
anil. It is Iherefure greatly to be wished dial an uitiutaie kaow- 
ledge of dlls wonderful discovery uuiy l>c ac<iuirad by die natives 
of this country, so as lo enable tiicm to preserve the liv^ of tlic 
rich mul honourable, as well as those of low castes. Qn this 
account, il might be useful to temove a prejudice in the niiiids 
of the people, arising from Uic term cow-pock, being liUually 
iramlated co^fory, in the advertisement which has been puhlUhed 
In our Tamut tongue; whereas there can be no donb| that it is a 
drop of nectar from die exuli^nl udders'of ihu cow* In Kuglaud, 
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and no way siimlaf lo ihc hiunour from tlie tongue 

aatl l4!ct of tliiieAwH caUEe in tlilf cotiutry. 

(Siguctl) MoorEK 4 1 St ft EJt.vi v 4 s acu a b v." 


As vaccinftdoii is now so gmcniUy ndoptoJ in Hifidoslnn, nntl 
likely lo Ejecomc a tmirersal blessing iti tlrnt populous par! of tlie 
gloEie^ it may tie saiisfactorj li> Uie IbllOwing siWgtilnr feel;, 

rcsfjecliiig ihe antiquity of \itrcination in Fiulta, taken ffotn the 
A^hitii* Regbter for 1804; which is altogetlicr a curious and atii 
thentic adclttian to a subject so iutcresLing 10 Immaidty. 

** The fact stated in the foitewitig translation of a wtitlim 
mctimnuitluni friim the nabob Mitia Metiady All Khan, who 
long resident at Denares^ llmt the effects of I'nccination have 
been known for a great length of time iti that celcbrateil quarter 
of India, is rcfcrrctl to U»e jnvcsUgaUon of lhf»c who have tiic 
<]p|)priut)Uy and ability, since limy ennuot want the inclitudion, to 
prosecute so interesting an inquiry* Tlie undoubted inUiimiioii 
of this fuel, tliat raccinaitoi) has been practised among the wor. 
shippers of Bowannne, will not dethact ah'iota from the mcriis of 
the Jeimcrinh dis^veryt the ftirtuitoos and happy cmnittii^^nch 
iliat led to the discovery in Europe, Im been Ifncpiealionably and 
most saiisfkeiorUy proved, wluht life anxiety, study, pmevcnuice. 
uiul iudefdligable cacrlioiisi Wbieli hate been applied by its bene¬ 
volent profewor to ensure the conviction of die world, irt the un- 
boundwl liencfit of the discovery, have emWed liim to the laftihg 
gmtittidc of mutikinth The full ascertainment lA' thb tidrt trill 
<»nly gfi to afford an additional instance of pf-hneva] oriental 
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knowledge; wIicilitT aixjuired or aceidoouiJ, is to be licrcafier 
proved. It ^iJl oolj 0[>cn aa additional* neglected mine, for 
iJie Curious ami the learned; and will be amklier proof Uiat tlie 
Ka«L has been the scat of w'isdnm ** where learning Nourished, 
and the arte were piiaeilhowever much tile neglect with wliicJi 
this knowledge has b^n treated in this country, iniy redect upon 
the modern degcneracyi or tlic prejudices of die Indian cbaracleri 
which may, however, be all accounted for, front the edecis of the 
various revolutions to which iJtetr country has, for so many ages, 
becoaprey; leaving theucC toom to the tiberai construction of 
die unbiassed of every nation to cunclude, that before the in Ira- 
duetton of a foreign sway into IJindostan and the I>eccan, its 
Hindoo inhabitants were versed in the arts and sciences, Bir hc>. 
yoiid the oilier parts of the world, at the same remote period of 

Translaihn nf a written fimmrmidum from ike ttahtdt Jfh'ra Mtlmdif 

Ati Khan^ 

** During the period of my abode in the dictiict of Benares, 
fiiy eldest son being taken ill of a bad kind of the smulbpox, and 
iJiy friends inleresting themselves for my coiiilbrt and his iclicf, 
one of them, named Slookum Chuad, a Hindoo, pointed out to 
me that Uiere was lu the dty of Benares one Alep Clmby, a brah- 
min froDi Oude, whose practice was cUieAy confined to diis 
malady. Him, therefore, 1 lost no lime in sending for to the 
town of Ghaacepoor, wliere I dwdt; and he arrived on Ute ninth 
day of the eruption; on seeing which, he observed, that if Uic 
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eruplion hacl not taken place, tic would have oiuiErtivourcd to 
Utatc and render it ensy, but that now it waa to«(} Inits On ask¬ 
ing Chobj what hW proc^ waa, lieaaid» ** Front ihc mtitter of 
the pustule on the coWj I keep n thread drenchedf winch enables 
mo, at pleasure, to cau&c an easy crupiion on any cluitl; adoring, 
at die same time, Bownnnee (who is oilier wise called Dcbee, Mata, 
and Sebla, and who lta$ the direction of this uuilady) as well In 
my own person, us by causing the tiitber of the chliii to perform 
the like ceremonies: aflcr which I run the drenched siring ioio a 
needle, and drawing U through between the skin and flesh of the 
child's upper arm, leave it there, performing the s^e opcTatlon 
JO both arms, wliich always ensures an easy eruption * on the ilrsi 
appcanmcc of which, die chtld's father or guardian renews ha 
worship to Bowannec; and as the unimal \kih goddess rides on is 
an ass, k is customary for such parent or guardisin to fHI his lap 
with grail], which an asa is sent to eat up, Tliese observances 
•‘iisnre the propitious dwcljoii of Bovrannee, so that only a very 
tew pustules make their appearance; nor does uny one die under 
this process.** Thus far did I learn from Alep Clioby, 

Upon referring on this sulifecl to a luiiive, well vet^ied in tlie 
learning and customs of the llindouK, he told ujc limt the prac^ 
lice thus described by Cbobj was not gencml among them, but 
coulined to those who were attached to the worship of Dowannee, 
and adored lie? with implicit &]th: and upon my asking the i>er> 
son whelher he aware how ilie oiatter of the pustule got from 
the cow, uiid whether all cows had such pustules, or ordy tlioee of 
a certain description i be answered, that on tlieee points he pos¬ 
sessed no infomiatiorii but had ccilainly understood that tlie cows 
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Jiad fijcsc fHistiilds otit on tltcnii and tbat rrom th® 
tlirreof tliildren were inrecicd; acknowlfHlglngt ho^Tcver; lUai h® 
s|)Ol(^ not lli» mu^li rrom octtinr knowleilgo, but from report.*' 
"Mr. John Undenvood, senior, a tuluablo friend and near 
relation oT mine, who resided manj jfeaia ai KtiHims in & mc- 
<licaJ capacity, Ixdored and nwpecttfd by hia ova cotinirjmm 
for bb hoHjiitabty and toctaj rirtuea* and Idgfdy esteemed by alt 
classes of tlte naltres for Ins uiiircra:iJ bejie>fdlcnce and pmfr 9 » 
sionaJ abtliucs, frcitueiuly ctirresprmdei] with 5i;Rrojaie, rajeh 
Tar^mtt a roost amiable beuerolent chameter, and pariirulaHy 
fond of studying aautomj. Mr„ Uudern-ootl sent the rajab n 
body whene the heart and every artery and vein were citrt'ftdjy in« 
jccied with coloured wai. This preparation wotitd give bitn a 
correct idea of tire couise of circulation, and tlte insertion of sevo* 
ral musetei. The rryali was ntudi gralifred by a pmscDt which 
enabled him to pursue hU studio with increased delight, and 
Tendered him more uscfnl in his sovereignty. The following leticf, 
tn acknowledgement of ihis valuable present, \va& written by the 
mjab to Mr. tJiiderwo<vIt whicii, in a [Jiruloo priucc, indicates 
a mind onusualfy libcfal and enlightened; svifiSeiotH u» encourage 
a lirclj liojje toward# die advancement of literatuFe, art, and 
Jiciencct extending uknuatcly, pcftiaps, ui cstaUish chrisliattity 
rit that pari of Bindofitan, where there arc aln-ady ueveral protcs> 
lant churches? for Surfojee, rajah of Tanjorc, was tin? fiicod and 
patron of Swartz, for near half a oeulury the apostoiicnl mis- 
skimiry of Coromandel ; whose prudent zeal truly blended the 
ti'isdofti of the sefjicnl with tiie innoctuice of the dot^> The Hin¬ 
doo snveteign shed lean at Ihc death of his vmmabk cliristian 
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fnmil» ftJid ot>vw.'d Iik rcinains with a splendid pJiU of gold bro* 
cade. On ilic establishmeni of the Naiht al Madras, in 

1799* under 4l»c immediate care of Mr, Underwood, senior, thb 
benevolent sovereign sent two thousand pagodas, about eight 
hundred pounds aicHing, to assist the inslilulioa- 

Ltttrr/rom Rqfah ofTanjort^ io Mu UitdervQod, «t 

Fort St. Grergf. 

“1 aE€£iTEii your letter some time agoj the conteni* 
ofit have yichlwl me inexpressible pleasure- llie box and the 
book nlludetl to in tlic letter have likewise been safely received. 

••The btinian body, of which the origin appears to have Iwen 
wrought by the Supreme Being himself, ilw frame of which k sup* 
ixjsed to have afforded satbfaetion evert to its Maker, has been the 
chief object of mj long Iraiiation and inquiry. The books with 
which 1 have been conveisani have sp^d betbre «ic but a faint 
light upon this topics hence I necnl not say, that the preparation 
which you have sent to me, has afforded me the greatest pleasurej 
espedidly as 1 have long been dCMrous to see one of ibis kind: the 
receiving it so unexpectedly from you has redoubled my tadstho 
tion. Upon esaminieg every part of it, f found the musclea to be 
well preserved, and it is worthy of the inapeetion of every lover of 
philosophy. 

The book of anatomy which you have lieen « obliging as to 
send tne, is also well ealenbted for the students to profit by. 1 
request you will accept of ray thousand thanks for the trouble you 
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bave taken in fonruTiiing ine the Bbore lhing9> wbicli are V6ty uae- 
f»l ajid iilea^ng ta 

SveFojEf, Aajabt** 

Sth- iJtiijfw 

iM } I 

Not being myself suflSciently competent to elucittnte ibe subject 
of medlcmc, as practised by the natives of India, I retiuestcd Mr.^ 
Undcrffcx>d lo give tne some account of the general m<ide of tteat- 
ment in that part of llie world. In consequence of which lie fa¬ 
voured me willi the following statement, wbicli 1 introduce with 
great satisfaction, from its filling up a desideratum I oouhl not have 
supplied from my own knowledge* I am, indebted, for many re* 
murks in these volumes on the state of medicine and music in 
India to writers of more experience and ability. I confess my 
ignorance in both these subjects, and liave iherelofeavailed myself 
of lietler information. 

« It appears to Europeans that the natives of India are ex¬ 
tremely ignorant in the practice of physic; they have many reme¬ 
dies, ebiedy roots and lierba, which are generally given In tlie form 
of powders- 'Ebc proctitionera are poor men of a particular caste, 
wbosit by the side of the high roads and market patK whh tmaU 
boxes, containing various kinds of powder, which is administered 
with pafticubr instructions, and a promise of cure in a specific 
number of days. In all complaints they enforce abstinence, sel¬ 
dom allowing the patient any other nourishment llifot lliiii eonjee, 
or rice gruel. In certain diseases ibev give cinnabar, oocasronally 
with success: but the.improper use of it frequenUy causes 
lions lo spread to a very great extent. 
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**Tlie naiives are eslretnclj bitted io tlitir owjs mnedic#, wbirli, 
wirtioul imprtM'emeut ot aUtjratlon, arc banded down from futlicr 
to sort* lb rough succeeding generaiions- Tbej ihcrefore aeldoui 
apply for the awistwice of Europeans until ibe case appeals hoitc- 
less from Uieir own prescriplions. They do not bleed, nor perform 
any surgtcJil operaiion* mdW^ die rcmoTal of a part partmlly 
dtrided. AU cases of fractures mid dislocations are conwgp^ b> 
the poiiers: a ca&le of people abounding in Hindosiaii, for mak¬ 
ing the waier-jafs and cooking uiensib of red clay, *o iimvemtty 
used. The potter pluces the limb of his palienl in vbnl be consi¬ 
ders the best situalJoti, nnti ila'u eovera tlw part affected with 
moisL clay i tliis whim dry tixes the limb, and under sudi ireal- 
iscQl simple and compound fractures often do well: but, as may 
be expected from this process, dUtonions and stiff joiiils arc more 
6e<)deuily the consequence. 

** For spasmodic affections tlie natives of India generally 
apply the juke of the milk-busli to the parts afftclcd, wliidi acts 
like a bilster. In more serious cases tliryuse^dw acinal cau¬ 
tery; from diift cause it is common to sec horses, oscu, kboui- 
ing men, espcriaily pal a nqu in-bearers, and poners of heavy 
burthens, marked in many piaec* by li lint iron. Nolwith- 
siatuling the hbcnil mind and singuUif propensity of the Tim- 
]orc sovereign, already mentioned, it cnniioi he capeeled ihai llui^e 
medical prcctttionere should in general acquire any nccunite know¬ 
ledge of anatomy; and tlie heat of the climaic operates jwwerfully 
strain^tbeir possessing any extensive informalkm from dissccikm. 
:Uuch however may be acquired from prcparalions- 

** Allliongh I have no high opinion of the gcuml mode of 
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pracuci; Rmong lUe naiivts,, _yet in a few instances J ^houltl gjva a 
preference lo tliuir rcfnedie^t particularly in the ophthalmia* or sqt^ 
eye of India. Tlie inflammation frequenUy runa so high that the 
sight b destroyed, unless by some active means the afTectlOQ^so 
deeply rooted, can be removed, Tlib 1 think is Nat done by aa 
early application of what is called at Madras the ** country re- 
med^r whidi is a thin paste, made by burniug a little alutn on a 
hot iron, and mixing it wUh limv juice by a spatula into a paste. 
This is applied over both eye^lids, to the extent of the circle of the 
orbit, at going lo teat, and washed off in the moraiug with a decoc*'* 
uon of tamariiul leaves. Tltis I consider the best and moat cer* 
tain remedy for a disease that so repeatedly causes blmdnesa; a 
surprising number of the natives are cnimely blind, especially 
among the pour, 

** I have often seen a Mahomedan praclilioiier perform the 
operation of removing a cataract, lie made a small punctute 
niilj Uic tM>ini of a lancet, immeiiialciy beiiinti tlio irb, into which 
be inlnxiuped a particular instrument, so guided as to depress the 
cataract. This operaliuu I prefer lo any oUrt mode yet practised^ 
as ii occasions lew injury to the eye.'' 

The preceding ^ statement of 

nierlical and surgical |>raci!ce among lire natives of Coromaotlel: 
and I believe the same system is geucmlly- of needy, adopted 
ibroughoot Hindosuwi. When with the Alahnitta afniy iluriug 
llagoUlfs cuirrpaigu in GuKtni, 1 Iwd freijoent opporiiimtiw of 
knowing the high esUmaUon in whidi the English pln^icians were 
held both by Hindoos and Maliomedans, when tlicy tliotight iheofr 
wives seriously ill, or wished to procure their advice even for their 


feoulcJ, whom, indeuil, they were noi ofto« permilted lo see: but 
formed Uicir jadgment of the disorder by feeling ihc palicat's pulse 
with the am admitted ihimigh a perforated curuiti. It certainly 
would be no easy matter to penuude a bralitnia to mingle Peruvian 
bark, or any oilier medicine, with wine or dtslilled apirits; but lo 
lake the drag in simple water, or craiipounded witli any ingre¬ 
dients he was accustomed to, would not be attended with difHculty, 
As to the oiher castes, in geueral, provided they arc persuaded llie 
pre^riplion b to effect a cure, or prove a stimulus, they wave tbe 
**ceremony of l>eing very particular in their inquiries. 

Among some curiosities at Surat, I had an opportunity of see¬ 
ing a few more of tlie zodiac rupees in gootl preserraiioD, but could 
not. meet willi any for sale. When these singular coins occurred 
on a former occasion, 1 liad not read Lor<l Valentia's travels, 
othecirise I might have inquired some light from a note in the 
appendiz. lo Ids journey from Calcutta lo the nonliern districts. 
hU Lordship only mentions having procured one of the Jsofliac 
muluiTs at Benares, which were now so extremely rare, tliat it wus 
impossible to purchase a com[deic scl In the note it b remarked, 
tital the tradition of llieir having been coined hy Noor Jtdiaii, em¬ 
press of Jehangheer, is dUcredited by the natives of science and 
lesearelx, who rather imagine that the emperor, on Ute celebration 
of bis birth or reign, ordered medals to be struck, with tlie sign of 
the zoiiiac ID which the sun was when such anniversary occurred; 
which his long rdgn, and the difference of solar and lunar years, 
would easily have allowed to pass Lhrouglioot the whole number, 
Valeutia seems persuaded they were Intended for metlab, aiai 
not fur a current coin. Some of them have lids inscription: 


.is$ 

u 'Xlu? 4ii^ 1 ^ gfiUl Koritmd omimcfeit III Apr;!^ 

From Jt^l>a f>g hggf £li£ ^ Akbi!r/' 

I (neaUonc4 the great aheratioo wbicli a few .vcara had occa> 
^iwd at Surat, and assigned the caaw. I certainly ebsened a 
mucli greater varialwa lu the society and^manneni at Bombayi 
^yithout ttuch upjMircnt r^aspEi. A coMiaut tluciuation by the ns- 
movul of die and iftilitury !a;n'iMils frop. oue ncltlcmtSU to 
anotUer, Uie inilu^ of straugera in a large ^?port towii* widi oth^ 
local circumstances, alivay? occasioned some change m society T 
but whetlier from an extension ol‘ the military esiaWisliment, a 
considcteblc increase in the female circle from Europe, or from 
svhat other cause I know not, there was a material altciatioo in the 
IBogUsh character at llie Presideucy. Etiquette, ostentatum, and 
tenmaity, M too gejeraliy suppl^ied ihe urbanity, frieudship, 
and conviviality, so dehgtdful in former times, llmt this remark 
may not be Umughl invidious, I insert part of a letter pritlen to 
me by a very disce^ing fiientl, about the same period, after an 
absence of seven yea«, in a reured part of Guaerat. 

« 1 knoTT your partiality for Hpnibay, but in my opinbn it is 
no longer the same place as when 1 last resided iiere. I lillow dial 
the little Presidency is become very gay and ^nd I have 

passed a few weeks bere with much aatisfaciion j but ,at all the 
pleasttttjs and enuniainments, I could not prevent the thought 
from iniriKliug itself, lUai the Idgh polish had tlelrascd the jnaierial, 
and you too plainly see all the more valuable ties of friendship 
and affection, sjicrilkeii tn an osleDlalioiis voniiy* which nukwardJy 
endeavours^ to s^ssume their semblance. It has its merits, and 
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remits sociely pilUeaDJ agree#ble: but.Bliu! liO'* iMipiA 
different from Ibnl iuleitoMiw of niiud, tliat eoiilidential eJtclmiige 
of smiimient. so pleasiiig in >!»«! '‘ hn real'.* 
each other. But Oiia is the enwr of the eoinmuoilj, not the indisi- 
dual i nod oa yoiit anivnl yon will find most of your friend* there 
the same worthy characters you ted them. 1 suppose ii wdi not 
be long before you and youis arc among them: for this Mahcalta 
peace is a sad slrohe to the sersieo on this side oflndia. Happy 
those who. cipelled frooi llicir honourable and delightful siiualxms 
in Guscral, are able to return to llicir native comitiy, blessed with 
health and independence. Dallon and yourself have wtely made 
up your raiuds to fjuil India, and accompany your auiiablc siste 
on Urn voyage her health has long impelled her to miderlahe. I 

most sincerely wish I eonW mnlte P"'?’ 

cems are too eilensive, and my fortune insufficient. However we 
might have been pi?pared to espcci ihc cession of the conquered 
• district* to lire Peshwn government, the giving up Baiuche and its 
valuable puiguana to Mhadajee Siudia, is a death-blow to our 
hopes in Giiserat, and the whole a sad purchase for an inglorious 
peace. However I may, as an individual, reconcile it to my own 
parUcular case, 1 am greatly cpnccrncd for the younger part of the 
service in general, who will feel llic cimsequcncCi of it longer per¬ 
haps tlian tliey arc aware of. unless wc can acquire some pernra- 
mmi establishments in Malabar.in the present contest with Tippoo 
Stilwun, iu which I confess 1 nra nut very sanguine. 

“ Tlie volumes of iiianoseripts and drawing you lent me have 
afforded me die greatest amusement, and I can assure you it was 
with regret I finblied the last page of your descriptive letters. 
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You must pardon mo for transgressing your commands respecting 
the p^usal of tfae carlj part of your correspondence. 1 confess t 
wished to know your juveuitc scnthnenis^ as well US lo behold the 
Juvenile ctTorts of your pencil: and witlmut Battery (lo which you 
well know I am not addkled) I ntay venture to sny they need no 
apology: but J am of opinion that both by your d^ri|ition& and 
drawingSt you have so bcuuiiiicd this side of Jiulia that I hardly 
know it again. And now, surprised into n lielief that these things 
are really so* I only wonder 1 did not /tnd it licfoie. The fact 
perhaps may be, that 1 have wanted observation : or» ns Lord 
Cbesterheld says, ** 1 have looked without seeing." 1 believe 
however that you have licence, in the double capacity of poet and 
painter." 

Had Bombay retained all its former hospitality and urbanity, 
the influx of so large a proportion of civil servants from tlte northern 
settlements in Guzenit, without employment or suitable maintc* 
nance, was a very unpleasant reflection, 'fhe militaiy, as already 
noticed, were ordered to other garrisons, and suffered no pecuniary 
liarxlstiip. It was very different wiili the civilians; to them the 
Presidency o^ed neither pleasure, proflt, nor usefulness; nor was 
theie any provision for them at the southern subordinates. Our 
liop» in India being thus extinguished, we looked forwards to 
England; where, withdrawn from the fatigue and anxiety of 
camps and senates, fwin pageantry and ostentation, into tlte 
bosom of family and domestic comforts, we might pass the te- 
niamderof our days in rural tranciuiltity, enjoying lite supforae de¬ 
lights of a peaceful mind, and a conscience void of offence. 


teinpestuow hc. (tit 

^ bok. hacli, ud bkM tJie naohliiif litve r' 

Wc found ihe pupulatiun of Ikimlmy very much increased, 
tuid conaiantly increasing. 'I'lte troubtei on tlte cemtinent had 
compelled tnunj to seek an as 3 '-lum from, tbe calamities of war; 
personal security and protection of property^ nndec llie British 
fiag, was another great imluceinent; .while a Nourishing cominerce 
and many otlicr cabscs allured a fiiitub43T of merdiiwts to leave 
I heir ditctuating situations in otlicf placcsi for a more permanent 
seltlenieot on this little rock^ island i which to llie higher tribes of 
Hindoos has some peculiar inconrcnieni^, and to the lower 
classes of every descripUuu. must be fur tnone expensive llnm any 
part of the continent. 

'I’he price of most kinds of ptovisioas was nearly doubled since 
I first knew Bombay; but there appeared no deficimicy either of 
£nrDpean%r Indian'conimoditia. The shops in the baaar weiu 
well stored wiih articles for luauiy and comfort fl'om all parts of 
the world ;"and every breeze wafted a fresti supply. But if pri- 
rale cxpena?s were thus increased, great indeed was the nccutiiu* 
btion of public expenditure since my arrival in India, and still 
more so since my departure. According to Lord VatenUa's esti¬ 
mate in i804» the monthly ouigoings of Bombay dmounted to 
fifteen lacs of rupees, making one hundred am! eighty lacs, or 
upwards of two tnilUons two hundred thousand jmuada sterlmg 
per annum; although its whole annual revenue, inctuding the 
laic cessions bi OuEcmt, did not eiceed forty lacs, or five handred^ 
Uiousund pounds. 
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TLe Ulitud of Bombay stioald novr no tongcr be constden'd as 
a settlement or separate colonj?; but as tlie metropolis (mrrtninded 
indeed by a large moat) of an esLtensire domatn, For tlib island* 
craly twenty miles in drcinnfercnce* anil almrst co^'ered with 
bouses and. gardens* will soon become a city* similur to tbe outer 
townsof Surui and Abniedalxoi; smaller jiideed by eight miles ii) 
its circumlcreuci* tlTau the latter in tlie zenith of her glory* and 
much less than London at tbb present day< 

1 am sorry to odd* that as the Inditm popular ion of Bombay 
inoreasedf tltcre was among the naiim a proportlotiatc increase of 
crimes and punishment. This it may be alleged is a general hypo- 
thesis,; anti a necessary cnnsctptencc of increased j>y|iwlalion itt 
every eountrv t there certainly are exceptionsbut wishing to be 
impariial, and on all occasions to draw a true poriniii of the In- 
diun characler, I cannot avoid adverting Once mon^ to the assertions 
in some late publications respecting Indian morality in geneml, 
mid to the virtues ascribed to the scri'ants in particular. One re> 
spcclablc ufjter has iLoughl profMer to place the native scrvanls in 
a very sopefior point of view, to the same class of society in Lug- 
land, I cannot subscribe to such general eulogy i with hearU'elt 
pleasure 1 have incuLioacd the fidelity and atmehment of onr own 
family servants, and inlrcMluced several of their letters, received 
aiticc our arrival in Englaud : yet I can neither coincide in the 
preference given to the Asiatic over the British character, nor can 
I sanction the curculuiiou of such an opinion. On t!m contraiy it 
is well known, that nolwiilisianding the prefcfcoce given by die 
inhabitants of Barochc to Ute British government, and liieir a/fect- 
ing exrhim»dnn on the tears of Heaven at our departure, that from 
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LulUbhjr. Uie grc&i moztimdar of that purgunna, and czteodmg in 
a greater or lesser degree fVom him tlirougli the reTcnue rlepart- 
mejtt and other civil appolnUnents» self-interesl, ingratltudui and 
IVaud, prevailed among the oaiive officers, with the exception of 
Dovrlut Roy, Deasoy, and a few other amiable characters, These 
evi) prof>emitic3 prevailed not only mnoug those classes, hut .broke 
out into a spirit of mutiny a&d desertion amoag the sepoy corps; 
with deceit, peculation, and robbery, in tlie lower orders of society, 
resching to the Itaroche servants eojployod tn onr family, who 
were not to accompany ut to Botiibay. TIh' head gardener, as^ 
sisted by his labourers, contrived to carry off a heavy iron chest of 
plate, aad to conceal it in the steep banks of die Ncrbuddji, m 
mentionetl on a fomter occasion. Afler my departure from Dhu- 
boy, during the short interval 1 condniied at Baroebe, the Engiisli 
commanding officer at Dlittboy scot me constunt and grievous 
coioplaiiitfl of the native troops employed in those districts. At 
Baroche some rrere Idown J'rom llic cannou’s muutii for mutiny 
and deseruoit ; and such was the general depravity previous to our 
departure, that it was no Jongcf safe to remaio at our garden-chouse, 
Uerc 1 must beg leave to insert die copy of an authentic Idler in 
my possession, which strongly marks ilie character of the Indian 
sepoys, in a dilTereiit part of the Company s possessions, and shews 
the neceasiiy of vigilance, discipline, and discretion, trilU a corps 
necessarily employc<l in immense numliers, under our gnvemiuent. 
The letter was writiea to a friendj by an officer who hail accepted 
a commaml under an Astatic prince. 

« r wj»s yesterday not a liiile surprised to be soliciieit fay seve¬ 
ral Bengal sepoys to give iheui employ. tZpoa inquiiy f found, to 
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my utter astonishment, they were oil Ucsenert, laidy urrived Troru 
Bengal, with^their anna and accoutretnenis compIeU:. Upwards 
of fifty are aiready come, aud iJicy expect more to join Ihwn 
very shortly. It U natural to suppose that some peraons are etU' 
ployed frem hence to entice them rrom Uieii* colours; nor sliall 1 
be surprised to see whole battalions following their exuinple. At 
this rate the Mahratlas’will have very tittle occasion to purchase 
£uro|>ean firelocks Irom any other nation, when they are so welt 
supplied by your own people; ip this resiH-cl tlicy tuiiy bid yon 
defiance in case of any future rupture; for tu niy certain knovv- 
ledge they have now upwards of seventy thousand sland of Ivngiish 
arms in ditfercut depfits, belonging to the sircar. The war with 
TipfKio may render tnany useless oil both sides, which is some 
aatisfiu'UQii t for as to the loss of the sepoys I cslectn it nothing, as 
I know the Pisirveea ca;,tc arc tlic most iiiutinoits and cowardly 
fdlowH in j Fidia, hatring had sufficient demansimtioa of them when 
orih^'Cii for Madras. Alany plans might be adopted to entice 
theiii again into llic company's service; anti when once in your 
possession, you may secure the arms, and discharge the scoundrels 
with iiifaniy, or even a more scycie punishmenL" 

1 have introduced this letter and slated the preceding circum¬ 
stances, from a necessity of eslablkhing facts, insieail of making 
assertions, where tlie moral character of the two nations is brought 
iuto compelition; and the conclusion intended to be drawn is evi¬ 
dently to eviirce that tlie morel and religious tendency of Christi¬ 
anity is not superior to the code of Menu, or the laws of the 
Koran. 

1 have on another occasion mentioned Sir James Mackintosh's 
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tliargplo ilic gratul jurjrat Bombay^ wUerelieuitrodiices Sir WilliBiit 
Jones’s ojiiiiion of Indian depraTity; anaiiier part of Uie Jiame 
char^ froui tlib cjlccI tent judge more ti tan coniirmcaJl lluit J Itave 
said on tliis unpleasunl sub^L: “ The dhfcrence of language and 
manners, and iierhaps tUe hostile prejudices of many of the na tives, 
rendef ihc dfieciion of crinies, and increaive the dimices of total 
conceahneot in a proportion which we cannot exactly calculate, 
but which we know to beTetygreat; ntucli of what jiasses amongst 
the lowest natives most be involved in a darkness hn|jemnrabJe to 
the eyes of llw most vigilant police. Afuir the existence of a crime 
is au^uined Uie same iibstadi^s stand in the way of idcndfring 
the criminal; and even after he is perfectly known, our local sitti* 
ation, w'hich is that of a large town in a small terrilorv, is that 
which an experienced offettder would select for the opt^ntunity of 
concealment, and the facility of escape; and such is tire unfortu¬ 
nate prevalence of the crime of p<nj«ry, that the hope of impunity 
is not extinguished by liie apprclien&ion of the delinquent; if to 
this you add tiic supine acquiescence of many English inlmbitants 
in the peculations of their domestic aervante, which, ftom an opinion 
of the tV0tcd deprarffy i>f the ttufivcs, ve neon le look ttjm itjt if their 
vioistpere immutahleand injiejiifie, like the laws of nature. And if 
you add also those sninmafy chastisements, w'hich are, in my 
opiniDTi, uliiiosl always useless as examples, you will not wonder 
that I do not consider the records of the crimitial court as a njca- 
Hire of Lite guilt of the eommiinily. Indeed the universal testimony 
of Eurofunuis, however much I may suspect occasional and pjir- 
lial esaggeratiuri, is an authority too strong for me to struggle 
wiih.^ 
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AtYer a varietj of sound reasoning and good poUcT» this eicel- 
ient recorder thus closes bis charge:—a cliatge which bears a true 
testimony to the Bnitsh character in Imlia^ opjKfsed to all tlie ef¬ 
forts of sctnatoria3 etoquence to prove tlte contrary. 

I am convinced, tJtat both as jun^rs ajid as pnvate gentte- 
raCQ, you iviU always consider yourselves as intmstedi in this re¬ 
mote region of tire earth, witli llte bononr of Lljat bduved countiyi 
which I trust become more deur to y.oii, as 1 am sure it does to 
me, duhng every new moincnt of absence ; that in your intercourse 
with each other, as well as with tlie natives of India, 3*ou wilt 
keep unspotted Uie aoctent character of lire British nation, re< 
□owned trt evei7 age, and in no age more than in the present, for 
valour, for justice, for Imniauity and generosity, for every virtue 
which &upfK>rts, as well as for every talent and accomplishment 
w'bich adorns, hum an socielji'r' 

Mr. Ganibier, the former chief of Baroche, having coni plated 
bis fortune, took his passage for England in the same ship widi 
myself. His successor, Mr. Nalsey, who enjoyed that situaltou 
little more than a year, and had it not in his power to leave India, 
was, on lus return from Baroebe, appointed chief of Salsetle, 
After being settled at TamiHb, he invited a party oi' his Baroche 
friends to the durbar, wtmre we were lios])ilahly entertained for 
some days, and passed our time as happily as a retrospection of 
evanescent pleasures in Gueerat, uikI the idea of a spmly sepaiar 
Uqo, would allow. Tanuah, tlie <^|uuil of Salsctte, Itad then be¬ 
come a dourUhing town ; the fOrUdcaiions had l>ccn repaired, Uie 
MahralU bouses improved or rebuilt by the English gentlemoi, 
and the durbar reudered a coinmudious residence. 

3 L 
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From Tannah wc mado a pleasant excur&iojij in patanquiiu, to 
the iiiiaod mountains, to reviaii Uie excavated temple and siogular 
habiialioos, fortnerJj described; and on o«r returning voyage from 
Tannah to Bombay, took a iast view of the far*famed cairems oh 
the isiand of Elcpbaiita—sctmes irhich alarays fUl tlie mind with 
renewed aslonisbineai, followed by a train of ideas unknown in otijer 
situations. Having formerly described these wonderful exOaira- 
tions, I shall not proceed again on the same gruun^l; but as the 
Hindoo Pantheon Ulustraics some objects in those gloomy regions, 
on which it was not Uien in my power to throw sudicient light, J 
shall on this larewell visit introduce two or three sausfacioiy re* 
marks from that valuable work, which coincides in opinion with 
almost every Intelligent persoit I conreised with on the spot, that 
the Flcphaiita was not always a small lElaud of only ftve or six 
miles in circumference, but was formerly joined to the conlignoiis 
islands, and to tJiecontinent; from wliicb ii is now disjoined by 
a channd mote than a mile in breadth ” In the spacious barbotir 
tormed by the islands of Caianjah,. Colalja, Bombay, Salsctte, and 
the continent, several smaller rocky islands are scattered, bearing 
of course difTerent names; but which I deem formerly to hare 
be*ai only one, and probably under one designation ; which might 
well hare been that still retained by Bombay, or by Eleplianta, or 
by a liule island, close lo the latter, that wc call Buicher's Island. 
Its Hindoo name is Dem-tlevy, tl*e island of the gods, or Holy 
Island. It is low ; Itiss dian a mile I think from the Eleplianta, in 
the direction of Snkette. The island of Bombay is called by the 
brahmins Muha-rmlm-^eiy, or Muha-MafKhilcviJ. Malm is an cpi* 
ihet of grandeur, and, as applied to a person, of pre^jminence. 


MftfaarnQaha>deva’deyy majf iJierefore,. be interpreted the island ol‘ 
MAUADjETA, or the Great-great Godt or Sjva; tliat deiljr bedng 
principally honoured in iu chief temple* novr on the little blaiKi 
of miephanta* where monstroua tingas, erldently and nccesEiarilj 
coeval with the excavation, and gigantic statues of him and his 
consort, indicate his jtaramount adomtiou^*' or the 

city of caves* is the name by which the natives identify the Kle- 
phatiia. 

Not to enter into any new detail of the HJiidoo niyiliologj, it 
must strike every common observer* that Uie rcprescDlation of 
"SrvA under different forms u the moat striking feature in the tern- 
plea of the Elephanta* and so iar confuTns Major Moor's idea 
beforepientioned. ** Siva and Jove/' he obsenea* “ have been 
compart by Sir AVilliam Jones and oth^ mytholo^is; but no 
where is Jove seen combined with Ids spouse* or any female* as 
Siva ts*^ln pictures and sculptures, with Farvad. Jove is however 
■ometimes called mother as a’ell as father. The following verse 
might warrant such a combination in tlie creative eye of a painter: 

f' Jttpicer remtCLt dssii^p 

" Ffogcnlttir, gctvtrixqua " 

** Jcn4 | hsbm m5 owUicrj bodi 

Of Ami tSM, And Lattua an UtTAaLHv, 

And m some of their raultiiarious ctiamcteis most of the Hindoo 
deities might be idcnilBed with Jove or Jupiter: where, in the 
poetical language of the world, he is called baturo's joungest 
child ; that is, the latest production of Time. 

** Tlie compqiison between ^ivn and Jove runs fiaiaUel tn many 
insiances. in the capacity of avenger and destroya-, Jove over- 
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threw ilic Titans and giants, whom Typhon* Briareiii, &c. led 
agnihst the god of Olympus, lO whom an eagle brouglit ligbioing 
and thutider-bolu duiing the warfare. In a simile contest between 
Siva and the Dnilyas, or children of Dili, who frequently rebelled 
against heaven, Brahma is said to have presented the god of de¬ 
struction with fiery shafis, As the Olympian Jupiter fisted his 
court, and held his cOimcils on a lofty atid briiliaot mountain, so 
Uie appropriated seat of Mahadeviu. whom die Saivas- consider as 
die chief orihc deities, is Mount Callasa : mery splinter of whose 
rocks is an inestimable gcuu LI is trrrestriai bounds arc on the 
snowy hills Of Hiniilava, or tlmt hrattch of ihein to the east of the 
Brahmaputra, which baa dm uanie of Chandrasicliam, or the 
mountains of the moon* W!ten» afier these circumsomccs, we 
find Siva willi three eyes, whence he is named Tnlochan; and 
know from Pansanias, not only that Trioplhalmos was an epithet 
of Zeus, hut that a statue of him had been found , so early as the 
taking of Troy, wiilt a third eye in his forehead, as we see him 
rejJTCScnied by the Hindoos, we must condude that the identity 
of tlie two gods falls lillle short of being dcmonstraied. 

** In the character otdamijer also, we may look upon this 
Indian deity as corresponding with the Stygian Jove, or Bliuo; 
especially since Cali, or Time, in the femTnine gender, U a name 
of his consort, who will be found to be Pfoserjiine. 



too visible diglinguiahed in llie drawings end temples of Bengal. 
To destroy, according to die VedauUs of India, die Sufis of Persk, 
and many plvilosophers of our European schools, is only to gene¬ 
rate and reproduce in anoUier form. Hence the god of dcstnic- 
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duD presides over geneTatioii i as a symbol of n'liich be rides ou u 
white buU. Can we doubt Uiat the lovts and fbisls of Jupiter 
Genilor» (uol for^tling Uie white bull of Eiiropa) and lib extraoi^ 
dinary liOe of Laf>b, for wliich no salbfacioty reason is coiiimoiiljr 
given^ have a connectioir wijtlt the Iiulian plult^pliy and my¬ 
thology ( 

“ Obdbks and pillars, of whatever slmpc, arc symbols of Ma- 
hadeva; as are more especially py mm ids, and any ihiiigi^coiucah 
Hence the cusiard-apple, or ramphul, as lately itietilitiueJ tu the 
gardens at Surat, from ib conical form, takes a reUgious diai'acter, 
and U appropriated to Siva, Wahadeva is Fire; itie conical ot 
pyrauiida] shape is the naluml form of fire;, hente applied to its 
representative, and syinl>oll«ed by a triangle apex upwardsK 

“ To Siva is given tlirec eyes, pn>bably to denote his view of 
the three divisions uf ihue. the past, the preaeiiU and the future. 
A crescent on his forehead {xnirtrays Uie measure of time by the 
phases of the moon. A serpent forms a necklace, to denoLe ihc 
measure of lime by years. A second necklace, formed of human 
skulls* marks tlie lapse and revolution of and the extlncuou 
and succession of the genc^lions of mankind. He holds a trident, 
to shew that the three great altrihuies arc in him assembled and 
united ; in another hand b a kind of rattle, called doniarti, shaped 
like an hour-glass t and I am inclined to ihink it really was at first 
miendcd as such, since it agr«8 with the character uf the deity: 
and a sand gheii is tneniionotl in the Sastra, as one of tlie modes 
of measiiiing lime. In ihe hieroglyphic of Malm Pralaya, or 
grand consuininaliou of all thmgs, when Time ilself shall be tw 
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tnofc, he is represenled as trodden under fool by Miiiia Cal, or 
Eteniiiy-” 

In liiesc extracts many tliijiga bear a resemblance lo promitieat 
features in tlie history of the Old Testument. They must be ob¬ 
vious to a common observer, and* like similar passages i» the 
Egyptian and Grecian mythology, might no doubt be aaiisfacto- 
rily traced to lirat primeval source; but 1 shall close these remarks 
with an account of that singular composition, formerly moat ab¬ 
surdly called the Judgment of Solomon* which contains the figure 
and appropriate emblems of Siva. This compartment, from being 
in a strong light* is very conspicuous in the Elcphaiitu temple, 
and seenw more than any other to have engaged the attention of 
travellers. Major Moor thus happily iUostrates it, wtUi an appa^ 
rent truth and precision which seems to leave no runher room for 
conjecture. 

The companment containiug the group, In which Siva* in the 
clmracter of Maha Gala* or Eternity, makes the principal figure, 
is on the right of the entrance in the Blcphanta temple. It h of 
Siva Vindes* founeen feet high, but his lower extremituea broken 
off. Hia attention is* from his attitude, turned to hb left His 
aspect is terrific, indicatiog the Immediate esecutiou of some 
avenging act He had eight arms; the superbr right and tefi 
Bicetched up, and either supporting a cloth or curtain, or pulling 
it over tlie terrible event he threatens; the fingers grasp the cloth ; 
the left upslretched arm is finely cxecuicd, the right broken at the 
elbow; his next right hand is bmken at the wrist; the correspotid- 
ing Icfl holds a bell, in good prracn'ation, over a cup in the palm 


ofihe next, having'a serpent twining rauad neai the elbow, A 
thiirl right liand gnisps a long straight awonJ, npHried, perlccl: the 
two ini'erior hamis* right and ieft are. broken off above the elbow i 
they were m bolder relief, and the left appears to have supported, 
or to hare grasped the leg of a kneeling figure, the trunk of which 
only rem:uii 9 * its legs, arms, and head being broken off. ITiis 
kneeling figure may have been between five and six feet in height; 
iw back is towards the ilireatener, ttml leaning so in his directiou 
as to drop its blood, if spjUed, bto the cup before noticed. 'J'be 
head of die principal figure has a highly oroamcnlcd cap, not 
unlike those worn some years ago by grenadiers: a skull and sen* 
pent are among its frontal omamenls. 3t also & pendant 
uecklace, and a long chaplet, if It may be so called, composed of 
human Iteads, oi which only two or tliree are plainly discernible, 
fiowjQg over the left tdioulder to the right ilugh, where it is broken 
off. The aeniiaar, or holy thread, and a broader belt, nin in nearly 
the same lUrccUou. On all the wrists are bracelets, and above the 
elbow of three of the arms arc bazu bands, or armlets. No figures 
remain in any preservation lo the right of the principal, or under 
him. Oil dtc left, near the supposed vicliro, are two bearded 
faces, eipreaaive of pity. A compassionate female is just above 
them, leaning inrwant over die victim; she holds her scarf in her 
hands, and b an elegant [Hjrson, Below the bearded men are two 
or three females, wttli pllyiug aspects. The same emotion inter¬ 
mingled with terror, is evident In every face ol ihU comparunent, 

whose fcalvires can. be iniLett. 

« Over the subjects just described b a row of males and 
females, of rather diminutive siae: in dm middle of the rewv 
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Dearly over ilis’lieatl of Strai is a tiling like a miire, with a crozier 
cut<]ef'[i into it, and surmountediwilli a crosa; but ibe limbs of 
the cross nut esactly at right an^es. Tvro aged and emaciated 
males are on the right (tiie spectator's nghl) of the mitre, ImSding 
up their hands, lietokening pity and {}a}(i; on the other side of 
the mitre are tt?» siniilRr hgures. Jn fi'cmt of each pair h a 
iraic distressed mule child, their Iteads near the mitte; bcyon<i Uic 
last muiitioned pair, on the spectator's left, are a male and female 
in great anxiety and distress, holding scarfs in dieir bands. 

** Near ibis companment, hm adranced into the body of the 
cave, so as not to be intcr^Kised, is a room, iweuty'iwo feet square, 
^ilhadoor in each face; and on each aide the door a gigautic 
male figure, in stature sixteen feel, liighly oruameuled; this room 
contaiirs a raonairous liuga. plainly Indicating for whose worship 
lids temple was intended. But neither tins, nor any other part of 
the caves of Elephanta, is used as a temple, by modem ilindoos; 
it has DO eiiUiblishment of brahmins, or endowments: but neigh¬ 
bouring individuals make occasional olferings of praycis and ob- 
latiom. I Iwvc seen Ihc lingas adorned wiili recent flowerst and 
riceon theyom at the foot of it Brahmins generaUj- dismg^ird 
impiTfeci iuiagcs; the sad niutilalioiis at ElephanUi may well, 
therefore, have caused their neglect of it 

** It has becu said in supjiort of some hypolhesb, that die 
AWas and Puranas, the sacred books of the llituloo, make no 
Diciitinn of this cavern temple. But who has sulBcteully esmmined 
those wondcriui volumes to be eoahled to say so ? Several of our 
Sanscrit scholars have given us many surprising things that they 
docontitin; but a knowledge of what they do not contain, or, 
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jii ti'ot'Jsi of oJl that they do, wjH demand tdauy more ycilirs 
of laborious exandnatiom ** \Mierever we direct our attetilioD to 
Hitidoo literature," said Sir ^Villiam Jones, “ the notion of in¬ 
finity presents ilselt ; Dti^i the longest life would not l>e suflicienl 
for the perusal of near five hundred thousand siansas in tlie l*u- 
lanas, ivith a niiJJioii more |)crhaps, in other works; meaning the 
books on divine knowledge, caljetl vttiUf or uhal is known; and 
what hits been beard from revelation. 

“ The island of Salseltu is, by the natives, called Shasla, or 
Sliasler; which is supposed lo lx* derived from Slie-aster; meaning 
in Mahraty, eighty-stic^ it having formcrl)' contained that ntiiubei 
of villages; U must, however, have had a name prior to such au 
advance of prosperity; and it is wonli whik to ijujuire what it 
was, and its meaning; neillier is it likely that such a point would 
supersede any prior name, any more titan originally give one. 
Tins line and iittcrcsting. island ofTcrs a rich harvest to mineralo' 
gical, botanical, and mythological inquiries; until lately, it has, 
in these, atid in every oilier respect of policy and interest, been 
Sjidly neglected/' 

Hip cliiiiale of Salsette is trot reckoned so salubrious as Bom¬ 
bay; many causes are assigned, especially the quantity of jungle, 
or wood-lttiul, still remaiiiiitg uncleared : to which may be added 
the stagnant pools and marshes of rank vegetation, besides very 
extensive tracts of (and yet uncultivated. \V^ the underwood 
is cleared, the marshes drained, and agnculture encouraged, there 
COD be no doubt of their edects in mdioFating the atmosphere. The 
Jungle, or marsh-fever, is more common at Solaeite than Bombay' 

the young cadets sent over, on tbeir first arrival from Europe, to 
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Vctsorah anti piUer places on iliis island^ ire<|UE;uU^ suffer mucli 
front itteir deleterious eflccts. 

During tlie whole of in^ residence in I ndia^ 1 never had a more 
alarming fcver> than 1 was formerly sei^ with, in Lite principal 
cave at Salsctte, when 1 Lad been tmrelliug two days in a palau- 
ejuin, through the lower parts of the island, after the ruiny season; 
before Ute vapours were sufUcletiily eihalctl fioin Uie stagnant 
marshes and putrid vegetables on their borders. J therefore 
doubly enjoyed the interest and beauty of this wonderful scenery 
on the presani occasion, when blessed with health, and surrounded 
by a social party of both sexes, sharing in every pleasure. At the 
same time 1 would observe, Liiat after sufficiently reposing lit the 
great temple, a pensive stroll among these solitary and silent 
mountains, is prdbrablc for a stranger; he should leave liie com« 
panions of his jbimicy for an hour, to enjoy alone the peculiar 
sensations, on beholding a city not built by nntn, but excavated 
from the rocks; immense temples not erected by human hands, 
but hewn inch by inch wiihin a mountain of granite, in the most 
exact proportion. Adorned with elegant and lofty pillars, seem- 
ingly to sujjpoft a noble concave roof- 'I'tie Lcdiple indeed contaius 
only an amazing lin^m, but In its inagni^cent portico stand the 
g^^nlic images of Boodba, or some great deity, wiili compart¬ 
ments in basso reliCTo, of various subjects in the Ulndtio myiho- 
logy. Ho ascends from thence, by numerous steps ent in the rock 
leading fruiii one range of habitations to another, excavated in Uie 
same manner, with veraadas, cisterns, and other conveniences for 
a large population: he treads the whole in silence, and meets no 
other inlmbiUiiL than bmis, bats, and bees; unitas, perchance, 
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<as has sometimes happened), be spies a tiger, who after his niglilly 
prowl has letimd to one of these dark recesses to conceal himself 
from li»c glare of day. From the sumtittl of the highest moun¬ 
tain he enjojs the extensive prospeel of sea and land fonuerly 
described; and finds himself lost in conieiiiplative wonder at dm 
inadeqnateness of sublunary o|)emltotis, and Uie vaaiiy of all 
human structures; siticc, in ibis astonishing scene, not oven the 
name of the founder, nor the intent of hts iindeftaking, is known 
to a single individuAl now existing 1 

111 contemplating the extensive and dcligbiful prospect froni 
tlie excavated mounUin, imd csimiially the gentler bills ond ex¬ 
panded valtics ia the ceiilra of the island, still in llieir wild stole, 
it appeared extraordinary dial during the ten years Salsette had 
then belonged to the Company, cullivadon was uoi more ad¬ 
vanced. I lielievc Its improvement lias been since more at¬ 
tended to, and the growth of sugar, indigo, and odier lucrative 
productions alletnplei!; with what suecesa 1 cannot ascertain. 
At all events Indian grain. In its great variety, would, accord¬ 
ing to the nature of the soil and siluatioii, be sure to llinve, 
and, considering the immense population of Bombay, must there 
alwap meet with a ready market* U was then I again adverted 
to tlie Parsecs; a people, wlw, if properly encouraged, might form 
a valuable colony on Salsette, From the energy and spirit Uiey 
possess in so superior a degree to the Hindoos, (who only tread in 
the footsteps of Iheir progenitors, without even a wish foi improrc- 
ment) much might he expected, not only in cullivaUng the waste 
land, but by the introduction of tlie useful arts, manufactures, and 
cotnmcTCe, Tlicy arc a very multiplying people, and must in 
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tjjne bevuud tlic isl^ud of Bombay', a»d the 

precincts of Surat auti Baitxrbe^ ^vlilch arc ul present almost lltc 
onlj places vrhcrc they reside in any considerable unmber. In* 
stead of emigrating to tbreign powers, and distant situattons, tliis 
industrious tribe would Ibmi a flonrishivig colony nearer home, 
carrying wttb tlieni arts aud uianufaciures of various kinds. As 
carpenters, in house and ship iMiildlng, Uiey ore extremely expert: 
especially die latter, and to them the nai'ul architecture at $urat 
and Bombay is cliietly' confined. If thus induced to sciile on 
SaJsette, indulgeti wUh temples tor their sacred lire, open sepul¬ 
chres for their dead, farms, uinuufaclories, aud cottages for the 
middle and lower classes, and gardens and villas for ihc opulent, 
J cannot easily conceive a lietter or a happier colony. 

Few people more justly appieciate die blessings of liljerty and 
jjroperty than the Parsees; they enjoy the envied bliss, and con¬ 
trast it with the oppressue goveratncnls around them. When last 
at Bombay, 1 frc<;ueDUy conveised with Muneber Jevan, and 
other sensible Parsees. Unshackled by liie religious prejudices 
and superstitious deprivallons of tlie Hindoos aud Mahomedans, 
and possessing more useful knowledge and tibend seotimems ihaa 
either, 1 was lughty gratified by tJieir opinion on subjects in gene¬ 
ral history, politics, and religion. Tlieir reasoning on iLc sepura- 
lion of the American colonies and ihe ruinous war then just ter¬ 
minated. on tlie blended aud separate inicresis of iLe King's ami 
Company's goveminenls in India, and Uie diversity of religious 
opinions and modes of worship in tlie Christian church, were I 
to detml them would surprise many European readers. 

The Parsees at Botubtiy possess conaiderable laudeil property. 
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and have eillier built, or purchased from lfie English on their re- 
Ittm to Europe, sotnfi of the best vUIas and gardens on the island. 
At my Iasi visit J liad Iwen absent seven years, during which llicy 
had made great advances in wealth and uidejvendence, lived in 
some of the prettiest country houses, and drove thither in eteganl 
carriages of English coostrucliou^ I am informed iheif pfO' "css 
in the last twenty years has hecjt ^lill more rapid. 

This party to Salsette, Elephanta, and Cnranjali, was the last 
of luy excursions in India, On parting in die durbar at Tatitiali, 
many of us took a tinal leave of each other—that was to have been 
expected. Several of us Imd resided together in Guzcnit, occu¬ 
pied in llie respeclive duties of public and private lift: ; our des- 
liny was now widely difierent—separated by an immense distance 
of sea and laud, the pleasures and the pains of memory were to 
become a substitute tor friendly concord and social harmony. 
When friends lake a long leave of ctacli oilier, they eodun^ a pang, 
well known to minds of scnsihility, whidi language cannot iiUer. 
Twenty-eight years arcs aow elapsed since the wparalioii alluded 
to: the sensations were reneeved wiUiiii a few weeks on «ur final 
deijarlure from Bomberyt 


■-- ^ ™Dtl 1 

Sec here ihy jKprar'd life; !— 1^ «?cQe isw 
tby flffflreftisig Spnrtg—tJjy Surnrw^i BidE«i 
^ Tliy RbcT Auttfftiti ^itig late age— 

** And ititU edttdoJftlf Winter ooim mi iM. 

M iAiii±a Afl jcetML. Ab T whither flfiviiie Bed 
dfcaou ot %haatmmAid 

Of It tbM Uvu^uffc Afler &fi»e t 

** Tbw oiie* ? lime tmif Untfins i 
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j^ TKwt py-apBBi fetrire piifelji? iJitwe tyfag 
" J/st bieWHeosw) tbal*tMt^dthf tifc? 

AM I VlITlJJt iUlTItTEl|| 

<• IpEouieuli tiev»er-i:^ir>g fr^od of i™>j 
- IS g«W« t* hawB-*oa m !" 



CHAPTER XXX7I. 
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C0MM£NC£KfR3fT WF A JDUItHEir mOM SUBAT TO CALCDTTAJ 
CON^AIKINC THE pJUNCIPAt OCCi'BEElFCEa ISf TUB 
PIlOVIXCEa or OtF^EfiAT ASO JUAEWAt 
BETWEEN SDEAT AND OO/EN, IN 

1T85. 


'' U vai d frequent string of he- Ltd dbomrevdiADtr bj tii^ kii>p 

rauldcompred^ intbelrthoiisim. In ilib bn (9 6™'= ttpcffcaw b t!in fcieit in- 

foniMr, «ml oocjcmrneT wUl ibov w hjcm thra Ji^ Amptunw. A isvit to anpnrte lutoreLT 
by mrtlt. (Mgtii to olb«HTc wjil ennnntflt cm vh*t lie ooetj notii^ as srell iluf Ti*l to nsfoWj h 
■ be good In nuke u>e of it; and wiib«n reg^stoit^ th* tbiti^ (7 lie pen* dny-^ jw •miy 
witluiiipofilii^lLliD. Tlw narora(ijiigDfiii«3^t»PIKr fiM»it<Billre»iiii»lj howbo doat 
cut, icium bd plsw, b® hJ* jounity ngnin mbiido««." Owiw Fsli.tjiam. iOw. 
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In uwolliDg Ihrougli Guzenii I oecas^ionalt/ rocnlioned tbc lofty 
mountaia of Powa-Ghur, and ibe majestic scenery To its vicinity* 
is forming one of tbe grandest fealnrcs in Uaal province, especially 
when seen from the rainparte of Dhuboy- I was always desirous 
of eaploring those romanti^ re^ons, die tails of the Ncrhudda, 
and some oUier inieresting spoU in Uic iiortli-east parts of Gu- 
With lire conveniences foa travelling in Jingland this might 
have been easily accomplished t but it is iar oth^Trac lii Hindos* 
tan, where a journey of only fifty tnUea requires much conaidera- 
liou and arrangement. 

My public duties as it member of council at Barodie, and 
collector of the revenues at Dhuboy* situations of responsibility^ 
and anxiety, kept me fully employed; and being thus deprived of 
an opport^ty to accomplish niy wishes, 1 etideavoured lo ^ain 
every intelligence of those districts from die yogeea, scuasse<», 
and other travehing mendicants, who fre<iucnted Dhuboy, They 
made some valuable communications, not iodecd always such as I 
could depend upon; for these wandcring devoiees, (who, except 
die Vanjarras with their bullock caravans, are almost the only 
travellers in lUndostau), gcncrully exaggemiein their descriptions, 
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auti blend a strange mixture oi' legeotiarj^ lore witU Lopngraptucul 
history. 

I had transcribed some iiundTsd pages from those memoranda, 
and other documents, to illustrate the couniiics bordering on theDhu^ 
hoy and Brotiera purgunnas; especially in tlie dominions of Mlm- 
dajee Sindia, which 1 intended should follow the account of the 
Guaerat districts entrusted to my care; but the papers of a de* 
ceased friend having since come into my |K>ssession, adford such 
ample scope for a more complete descripliuti of tliose iotcrestiug 
tracts, that 1 shall suppress inucb of my own cotlecUon, lt> intro* 
duce a journey from Sural to Calctilia, written in tlte year 1765^ 
when Mr. Cfuso, in his medical capacity, accompanied Sir Charles 
Mulct to the camp of Aihadajee Sindia, through provinces little fre- 
riucnied by Europeans, and some of them never yet described: 
tJiis route was jnirposely selected by Sir Charles, to improve 
and extend our knowledge of so interesting a part of India. 

From my own matcriab, the rough joumai of Mr. Cruso^ and 
tic kind assistance of Sir Charles Maiet in supervising, improve- 
ing, and amplifying many passages from hb own manusciipts, 
1 am enabled to produce a narrative of novelty and interest far 
superior to the desultory observatioas contained in two or three 
of my letters, descriptive of the Malwa scenery, and its inlia- 
bicants. As the whole b now formed into one connected detail, 
it is utinec^ary to particularise each pesi>ective source of infer* 
matioa. Mr. Crusb^s journal has fumislied the outUiie and prin¬ 
cipal features of the picture, the more masterly touches are hy the 
luuul ju^ otenUoned. 

Mr. Malei (now Sir Charles VVarre Mdet, Bari.) was appointed 
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liy Warren Bastings, Es<}. tiicii govemar'genarat of Indm, resident 
at the court of Poona, in the following terms of a Idler from ihc 
siipretnc goveniment at Bengal, to the govenior in ' council of 
Bombay, dated thc-lLSd of November 17S4. 

** Foe the maintetinncc of the general interests of itic 

Company with the MabmUa state, we make it otir recjucsc that 

# 

you will be pleased to allow us to employ the service of Mr 
Malet as our aunister at tire court of Poona; cupisidering him, 
from his relitlion to your government, and Irotn that which such 
an appointment will giv^: him to this, the fittest for such a pur¬ 
pose,^ i\llu^ug no dciubi, not only to his [lohUcal knowledge, 
but from his being perfectly couverjumt with the languages and 
manners of* Hindosiuti. The following extract from the same 
Icllcr will explain the cause of this long and arduous journey, 

« III order that Mr, Maiet may receive cuiuptetc instructions 
in die general line of his negociations, and he enabled to estabtisli 
a concerted plau of correspondence with our minister at the court 
<if Mliad^yee Sindia, for ific purpose of Hvoidiiig both an uppo> 
aition <if influence, and also die appearance of it, in our trarts* 
actions,! will) two powers, to which we bear a common relation, 
as to the memliers of liie same stale, but whose respective inte¬ 
rests and views may occasionally lead them to dilTcretil lines of 
policy, in i^bich, without such a caudon, our Jitinistm might be- 
involved: we request that you wilt depute Mr. Malet to go im¬ 
mediately to tlie camp of Mhudajee Sindiai at Agra, ns on Ids 
way to Culcuita; and with actual orders to proccetl lo lliis presi¬ 
dency, if it shall be judged necessary for his more elTectiial insLruc- 
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ibns, or lo receive lus appomlioent and credenliali 

Uierc, It is ttot t>robable that we shall require Mr. :Malet's pte- 
senee here; but wo would wish to have it publicly undeT^iood aS 
hia declination; and liis vlsk lo Mhadajee Sindia as a conse¬ 
quence of its lying in his route, to prevent any conclusion unfa- 

TOurable to liis receptioB at Poona.” 

•rliesn oniM* Imping reaclifd Bombay m Iha begiooiDg 
Jaouary 1735 . Sir Charles Maleilost no Ume.in carrying ibe views, 
and if poBitde more llian the views, of government into cflect: 
Ihus aetnated. he procured captain (now gencrai) Reynolds, to 
be appoiiitol lo accompany him as surveyor, ami Mr. Cruso as 
smgeon, both tecoiuiiieuded by talent, promising ever}' advantage 
in their resi>ccu«e line.. The surveys of Use former, and the me- 
moits of tin- latler, from wlienee great pari of the following coin- 
nmnicatioas have been coUected, will best evince bow that pro- 

niise hvis l)ccn fulfilled* 

In con«Huence of this appouitmeat by the supreme govera- 
menl. Sir Charles Malet received the orders of the govomoi in 
council at Bombay on the 24lb of January. 17^5. lo carj- it into 
effect, by proceeding to Snral, and from liiencc to the camp of 
of Mlittdajee Sindia. wherever it might be. He accordingly sailed 
in the Prime, one of die Company's sliips. on die gStli of that month, 
and reached the city of Surat on the 2d of February; wlieic hav¬ 
ing been dclaiocd, by wailing for die requisite passports from lire 
different princes whose IctTilorics he had to traverse, and by the 
prepaiadoBS necessary for so long a journey, in a conspicuous 
public character, be was not able to' proceed uadi lie I2th of 
Maieb; when be moved from Surat, amply equipped, in every 
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fioiot, to give an impression of respecl for his nation and govem- 
mcnU to those tribes and chieftains, liitberlo unacquttintcd willt 
£uropeanSf tlirongh whose dominions, then but Utile known, and 
entirely uudescrlbed, he had purposely selected his route. Tlie 
guanl appointed to accompany him consisted of one coniplele 
company of regular native infantry, twcuiy-six ludiau cavalry, and 
thirty-five irregular sepoys. 

Mr. Crnso's account of Surat, Barodie, and oilier places in 
Guaerol, generally corresponding with those formerly detailed id 
these Tolumes, J shall pass hastily over. On leaving Sural, they 
crossed the Tappec river at Veriow, and proceetlitig on Ae 15th 
by die usual road to the banks of iho Nerbudda, Uicy arrived at 
Baroche on die ITth, nearly two years after it had been in (losBea- 
sion of Mhad«j« Sindia. On crossing die Kerhudda their tents 
were pitched at a little distance from the city walls. Sir Charles 
was ^n after visited by Copal Rao, Sindians governor: the de&ioy, 
or collector of die revenues; and several oilier persons, who for¬ 
merly held situations under the English government. 

In the evening, while Ae genUenicii were amusing themselves, 
as was their practice, in shooting at a target wiA bows and arrows, 
two or three sets of dancing-girls intruded, and urgeudy solicited 
permission to dance and sing:.to gratify their wibIics, rather than 
Acir own pleasure, they acquiesced, and ordering carpels, sat 
down OD the banks of the river, and cnicruuied several linndreil 
persons assembled round them. Tlte scene was agreeably varied 
by an elderly man, whose vocation was that of assuming dif¬ 
ferent gestures and characters for die general euiertainmeiu. This 
kind of dramatist is by Ac natives called 5^-ruopec, or double* 
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shaped (a iiihiiiiic> or bafroon)!. Thb nia^iip pei^ODBtiiig a fakeeff 
repealed a number of Ters<s on the passion of love iritii sitigulax 
addr^s, aud liiul alternate inolitm of the riglil and left liand gene- 
rally adopted by orators. 

The neiti in oral ng the party vbiied the dilapidated mausoleum 
of Ihdia lUiUau, or Bowmii, hasieuing fttst to- ruin, lietuming 
from dience, they alighted at the village of Vc2el|Kirct about a 
mile to the westward of Barochc* fomierly adorned by the bouses 
and gardeiiB of several Englisli gentlcmcn> then belonging to that 
establbhment, most dcligliliuJIy situated near the bank of the Ner- 
budda: they .were now totally negleutedt uninhabited, und dcso* 
late; still Indjeatiiig ilte remalus of beauty iu mutilated eolumns* 
ttrns , and other onmiiieats, which hlied their minds with melan>^ 
clioly. Baroclic was always esteemed one of the most tlourisb- 
ihg and delightful ^llSumeiits umler the Bombay presidency; at 
this time Albadujee Sindia only {wrhulled the Company to have 
a small factory in the city, in charge of one of their civil servants. 
Tlie higher chiss« of Hindoos, from religious prejudice, are averse 
to dwell in houses that have beeu inhabited by Europeans* tlioj^e 
of the lower orders, and of other castes, dare not occupy man- 
sions which, by ^vbg an idea of wealth, might subject diem to 
the cruel rapacity of the Mahralta goveraraeiit; nor could aity 
iudiviUiials, cither Hindoos, Mahomedans, or Parsees, saldy leside 
in defenceless Imbitalions wiUioui the city, where they would be 
exposed to the depredations of the Gracias. 

My ft-clings were excited on copying the preceding remarks 
from Mr, CrusoV narraiiv'e, 1 had heard from other visitor's of 
the desolated scenery at Ve^lpore. Tlie villa 1 had erected on 
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that bcuutiluJ spot only oight years betbiic, was then ui rujiis; llte 
dming>par]i>ur converted to a stable, lire drawing^ruorn loir caw- 
Louse: the garden was ploughed up, and fiowii with grain, the 
trees <!estn>yed, lire lines to ilie l^aiad defaced, aud her um 
brokt'ii. Such was the plcime hiiely given me by- colotiel J^iden, 
then a subaUem oilicer in lire Bartrche garrison. 7'his vllln witJi 
two others adjoining, were the eTening resort of our nrililnry 
friends from tbo city, who came to puss the tranquil moonlight 
hour in liie garden, sup under the suinniiniana, ami rnjoy die 
feast of reason, and Uie ilow of sbul/* wiili congenial minds, 
alive to eveiy feeling of urlmnity and friendship. 

There is a besudlui passage in sacred writ, relating lo Uie fall 
of Assyria; which under die uiiagery of a similur devastation, illus¬ 
trates the deslruciiou of llie slutely lianian tree, and ihe surronnd- 
iDg grove in our garden, which were refreshed by die Wald's tlicy 
overshadowed. ** Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in Zcbeiinn, 
with fair hmnclics, a shnduwring shroud, and of an high stature; 
his top was timong the thick boughs: the waters made him great, 
the deep set him up ou higfi, w iili hci’ rivers running rmmd a bom 
his plants: and her little rivers dowdirg lo all the trees of the 
field. Therefore his height vhk exaUed, Ids Ixmgtis were iiiulti- 
pUed. and Ids branches became long, because of tlic multitude 
of waters, when he shot forili. Alt the fowls of heaven mailc ilirir 
ne^ts in his boughs, and under his hranclies tiie beasts of the field 
found shelter: thus was he fair in Ids greatness, in the- length of 
his branches; for his root was by the waters. The cedanj in the 
garilen of God could noi Jilde liitn; the fir trees were not like Ids 
boughs: the chesnut trees were not like liis branbhes; nor any tree 
VOI*. Ilf. JO 
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in the gardou of Gou was UJse unto him in his heauly. He wim 
made fair by ^ multitude of his bfiinchcs; so llmt all ihc trees 
of Eden envied Inm 1 Bui 1 Imve delivered him into llm hand^of 
' ihe heathen, strangers have cot hint off; lUe terrible of the nDlioni, 
have left lumj upon the raou'ntains and in the valleys hb braiKbes 
are laUen; Ins bcuglw are broken? the people of Use ea^ are 
gone from his sUtidow, and have left him! Take up a lamenla- 
lion for his destruction; prophecy, and say, Woe worth the da> 1 
for it U a day of desolation ? a cloudy day I The daughters of the 
nations shaU lament thy doom, llscy shall lament the loss of thy 

beauty T . 

The reader of semibiliiy will excuse this digrcsaion, and the 

following parody on a few lines in Goldsmiths “ O&scTted FtWffge, 
occ^ioned by a momentary impulse, on reading Uie state of our 
garden>house$ in Mr. Cruso’s journal. 

Sweet Vexet! bn^iett {lialii, 

yffiat ton rlntty duetM the bbamhis <wiua i 
WlMte tSowoi their esrhcA vUa pul, 

' J^n<1 nbpfijanl btfwlO naJe. 

Hdvbvelr bowert of ioutnenfie and saw, 

timy jrauth, wIkii inny eouhl pleaK = 

Hov onen bin: J wsndet^d o'er gneti, 

Wb«e tnewDr inusnepurae eniksw'J Mch «o»! 

How uflnii tiere I pai»"4 on (iwnn, 

Hlmioo Odt, (he ojlihratcd 6nn) 
boU Ncabwhia aowiiig by tby ude, 

The tteoeat motHoe beymd ba fwcHiDg tide, 

Ttw ^befing hid bcotiath tte ilttdfl 

How often l«»ot the fath* haw 
When iftitnii fitiosi* atrtt'i tO£t*® thfi bow’r. 
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tbf time bcuajUb ibe fpmlli^ Im . 
WkiUt lUi&n^l lo\m^A m Uw *iiMirp 
The h^pj tlicir ircll-pfestf'd ^ooiu furi^'da 
Ae4 pjuiff X gnmbol frcLkkM o'^cr Uie g^uac^p 
And nuiijr JI dvoful ioi^ imd js wem iwid^ 
Aiul siin in e4cfa repeviod pkntre 
Siicmdaip jo^f Ihfi mnlfdtil hnnl impkiird. 



Stud) nte ib^ dbnrmiv dw vlUdgie i chaftw Idtc iiie»j 
With r»«i fOMssioft meds (he tra^ pkmi 


M*d& (u (A inistl Ui tenmirv «rUii Ji mdte, 
Atid Iw Tcgcet the of Albion^* Ua s 


Time itnmd ihj bgvreri ibeir dtccHoL iiiflimK:e 
Tlusrwrfe ijij dumtt^-lniL all lime 


I shall make am exiracts concenmtg Barochct having dreadj 
fully described il during ihe English govcmmcnl, when flourish¬ 
ing and happy: under ihe Mahralias Mr. Cruso tlius write*. Tlic 
present Araul or governor for Mahdajee Siudia^ named Gopal 
Row, is a young niati of mean capacity, not liked by ihc inhobi- 
lants. The dewan a low instgntficaiil being, ^lled.Tatlea, llm 
mudjemoodar, natned Lullabhy is a banian of cousMlirablc Ibrluiie 
who held that post under the nabob IVlozuz Caun,fprevious to the 
English conquest, and filled it during the whole of their govern¬ 
ment i when his local kuowk^ge and intrigue in the revenue 
department made him useful to the'CoiniKinys colleclora, and 
gave him great conseqnence in the purgunna. He has contrived 
to hold the same siiuation under Uie Mahratia gpvemrnciii; but 
is no longer a friend to his tomier employers, mui uiigraiefully 
sets on all occasions in opposition to the Engltslt interest. The 
dessoy, Dowlat Roy, succeeded to that staiinn on liis fatlieris 
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t)cath» during tltc Bn^lisli governmciU, at^d TFas cdnliuited in il by 
tin: MaliralUts. His grand Talhcr vaa pul to di'alli by MoiiiK 
Caun at the instigatjoii of Lullabhy^s iDalernal grandfather; and 
^ Dowlat Kutr, a young luan of no striking talents, is now eniireij 
al the mercy of' LuHalshy; as indeed am the heads of every de¬ 
partment in the Barochc durbar. On leaving Bnroche, where Sir 
Charles Male! had been treated widi great respect by Sindians 
govern me ui, ajid our guard increased by twenty-five horse and 
fificcn foot, lo accompany us as far as Champon^r, wc marched 
through a wdl-cultivated and populous phdu for sivteoi miles, to 
luckareii, a large village chid^jr ijiIiabUed by borahs; Mahome- 
dans of singular appearance and tnauners, in many respects rc- 
scmbliug the Jews. Their houses arc iiumerouH, and wdl built ; the 
miisjeed is the largest in the Baroche purgunna; the outside, from 
its magnitudaaod style of architecture, promised a handsome itite- 
tior; but we found nothing more than the usual phiccs of prostra- 
tion, the ornaiiienis mean, and every thing common, except the 
tank where the worshippers i>ertbmi Ujjyr uiilutions. At this vil¬ 
lage Sir Charles was met by u inehiuendar, from I'utty Sihng, 
the Cuicawar chidlain at Brodcra, with a letter of invitation to 
Ids capital. 

We arrived at Menii Gaum, a town belonging to rajah llauul 
filing, on the 20 th of March; and vvwie immediately visited by twg 
ofhii.sons, brtuging a respectful message fVonv the rajtth, then on 
Jiis way to meet ns. lie soon ailcr arrived, attended by nine 
more of his sons* forming altogether a very interesting family 
group- We found him a sensible, wed-behaved, respectable man, 
alwut sixty years of age, of great hospiiaUiy, who not only ordered 
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every thing necessary, but would willingly have pressed more upon 
us than we wanted. 1’fiis bcncvoleni rajali is of Use Tlajepool easie, 
iribuUu;y to TuUy Sihag, of whose rapacity he made bitter eoni- 
pialnts, afld was t lien in esireme distress, from his iiavtng placed 
a guard of (ia.v horse over Ids person, and ordered Idui iromcdialcly • 
to repair to hb durbar at Bnxlenu or to pay do%vn n Inrgu amiu 
The aged patriarch spoke with much feeling and spirit on the oc¬ 
casion: Cod/ said he, “ bas blessed me with a numerous off¬ 

spring, and now that I have lived to sec most of them aliain to 
Ilian'a estate, 1 am threatened with being dejirived of llic means of 
providing for tliein. My possessions are in a hazardous slate. I 
have every thing to afiprebeud from the mfiadiy and injustice of 
FuUy Sih'og, but I will not suffer myself lo bo led into his presence 
by an anutMl force. If he will willidraw lib troops, I tnay picrliaps 
obey his oliier command: if nut, my life on sindi terms as ho 
would lorcc a compliance, is not worth preserving. 

During this converaatiou a very handsmitc youth, abtiut six¬ 
teen years of age, entered the tent; oar vencmble guest immedi- 
ui<ay arose, and inirodnted him as the heir to Ids mjuhship, being 
the child of his eldest son, who is dead. Itlcwl oflite Iliodoo suc- 
scsslons run iit ihai tine. The town contains upwards of throe 
thousand Uihabitmits, mesUy Rajepoota and Gracias; the latlcr 
are probably the Blxuigiues of the country, who were never so 
cQinpleiely subdued as to give up their dniin on a cerium portion 
of the limded property, the produce of which they claim t6 Uiis 
day. If ihei?demand is not complied with* they are, after admo- 
msluug die dofanlier, freqnetitly guihy of the greatest cruelly, kill¬ 
ing or maiming man and beast lielonyitig to tlie village which re- 
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fusea. In such tcn'or are, thejf tiiat ffibcii a partv of ihcm 
encore a vUlagf, lUeir lioiscs and tbemseivw are auipl/ previdetl 
with every thing necessary. 

The day fbllowhig we creased the dry lied of tlie river Dalirler, 
and encamped ai the village of Etolu* beloagiog lo I’utty "Sihog! 
ooL iar from m banks. Jt b remarkable that Etola, in the Bredcni 
purgunna, is the first village, ajocc the commeticeincat of our jour, 
ney, at which ww have been refiised die few arUcles of provuiuns 
and aedrasanes usually supplied to an oriental iravelJer. 

Tlie next morning wc left Eloia at lour o'clock, by torch-light, 
and when die day broke fouiuJ riUiselvcs on a beautiful plain, ex¬ 
tending many mtl<^ amuml us* iW trees wiUi which k was richly 
adorned, were arranged in sucfi sweet aisemblage as to produce the 
most agreeable efiecl. 1 must own I bad liithmo looked in Tain 
lor die rural scenery which I lind been led to expect in Guzerat; J 
now no lon^r Ibuud k a fidkiotis exaggenition. 1 cannot figure 
to myself a more chnrming eonutry than that in the vidoity of 
Broderu. As you approach the city ihe views are enriched by a 
number of mausoleums, embosomed among dark groves of mango 
trees. After a march of eleveu miles we encamped, at seven 
o'clock, two hundred yards north-cast of Brodere, the capital of 
theGmewar territoiy in Guzeral, and the residence of its diiclkb 
Fuity SihngRow Guiewar. uidcli, by our route, is about mneiy 
miles from Surat, In the eveuing Putty Sihiig signified his inten¬ 
tion of vkiting Sir GharlesAlaJct on Ute foliowfng aftemoou, and 
sent a present of fruit and necessaries. 

The npil daj, aboul/ive o’clock io theaftemoon, Uie epproaob 
ofihe Broileni chieftain being nnuonneed, preparation was made 
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far his suilablu «;ccpUoii. 'Hie guard. ngiUur and irj^gulai was 
pamtled.and ull ihe memlwrs of the iniasioo, willi liicir Mtywere, 
ttppcari*d In ihclf best atLirc. ^Vhcn he came wiliiiii Iwo hutidrfjcl 
paces, Sir Charles went farward in his palanquin to meet him. 
FuUy Sihng was escorietl by a party of caralrjp well mounted and 
appointed: and a guard of a Imndred infantry, selected from hi** 
household irooi»s, many of tvhom had been sepoys on the Bengal 
eslablishmtTnt. He was received at die door of ihe public tent, 
and from thcncc conducted to Sir Charles's private tent, where a 
cHur covered with ciiibroidcre<l vflvel was placed for him *, others 
were ranged on each'side for hia nuinaters and ourecives, After 
presenting Captain Reynolds and myself, us gentlemen of hb suite. 
Sir Charles took fulty Sihng by the hand, and led him lo Ins seat. 
He brought with lum one of his brolhere, Monujec, who aeated 
OQ his right Uaiidi Gulab Roy, the inchmnndar who \m\ been sent 
to meet us on the jouniey. stood sal his left, as the interlocutor be¬ 
tween him and Sir Charles. Tire rest df the nunirrous aticndanu 
of rank to entitle them to admission, ant on carpets to the right of 
Mouajee, without any difitinction of prioriiy ihat 1 could observe; 
nor could any t>e made by a difference of dress or otiier circuni- 
staoee; for all. except two soucars, or commercial men, were 
equipped in die rough manner affected by lire Mahratta cavaliers, 
uor were their manners more refined than llieir appeunmee. 

After some gciicml convcisalion, and a few scugit and dances, 
by two sets of dandug-^rb usually aitendatil on such cerniionics, 
Fuuy Sihng expreesetl a desire to return; on wliich a number of 
presents that were in readiness, were brought in by lire servants, 
and offcretl in the followdug manner:— Several attend ants carried 
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each a silver tlisiif cavered wiUt an embroidered ctotb, M tlie 
first approaebed near the BroderaU cldellain the embroidered cover 
was removcilT and discovered a mnstin turban nnfoldedj under 
which were some of' the articles to be presented. Sir Cbarlea tiieu 
taking one cmil of the turban, oficred it In-Tulty Sihng with the usual 
salam. He received it with a return of the sauie civility and gave 
it to an attendant. The oonicbis of the dish were then separately 
displayed to him, and delivered to his servants: each cover was 
presented in succession, with a rupetition tif tbe same ceremonies^ 
An Arab hor^, a present from<Sir Charles, was then ted to the IfHit 
door, and giveti iu clmrge to oue of iiis groom®: suitahb (iicsents 
were also niado to hb brotiim and principal ulLeiidaitts. Fuity 
Sihng liavifig expressed great satbfuclion at his reception, then Hh 
turned to hb durbar, alUuuled part of the way by Sir Cliarles. 

This Gujkwar chief of the Mahratta ctn|»reb a dark tnaii, of 
the middle sUilure, with an intelligcitt countenance, but hb convert 
saiioQ and manners are far firoiii elegant: the beliariour of his at- 
t^dants adll more rude, and hb domestic® seemtHi perfect Strang. 
cr»lo order. Hi® dress was of fine muslin, iieal and plain ; llie 
nimtiui, or robe, dosed at the neck by a diamond pin. Hi® right 
arm was ornamcJiieJ widi a row of diamond®, and on the liule 
finger of hb leA Iiand was a ring with a tniddle-aij^ed diamond. 
The handle of hb dagger was molliEr of pearl, inlaid with gold. 

Mouajee is a much better looking man tbnu his brother; liis 
person tall and coiutnaiidhig, with good eyes, an open counte. 
nance, and regular features. 'Uis dress was also of jdain muslin, 
the niuiiiia fastened by a large emerald in form of a loa:nge; 
with a necklace of pearl® and emeralds altcmalely disposed. 
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*lliesc broiUcrs had boib ti nenrelc^ debilitfitfid appearsnce, pnj« 
ducod probahlj by an immoderate use of opium and early de¬ 
bauchery. 

Ai Futty Sihng's vkii k »as settled Uiai a projier person should 
wait on Sir Charles at ten A. M. of the ensuing day» lo conduct 
him to the durbar in die city. We accordingly waited until dte 
akercioon in hopes of learning the appoiiited hour; when a chop- 
dar arrived from the durbar wilii a message, dial the chiefltain 
having assmbied hts astrologerst it had been determined the day 
was unlucky, and for that reason we could not be received until a 
more auspicious season. Sir Charles returned for answer, that the 
visits of friends made all days lucky; and as he was under the 
necessity of proceeding on his journey, and had already sent off 
part of his erpiipage, he wished to pay his respects at tlie durbar 
the same cvetung. 

Ilie messenger presently returned, with n request to see us ns 
soon as convenient, as evmy' thing was prepared for our recept ion, 
and a numbcf of tnassaulckces ordered to light us fbm the tenia 
to the durbar, whither we repaired about eight o'clock; but from 
the immense crowd of spectators, and narrowness of the streets, 
we did not arrive there uutU nine. From our imperfect view uf 
the eiiy, it made a shabby appeaiance, ill suited to jis magniindc 
and the reputed wealth of its owner. It seems very jiopulous, and 
contains a good market-place, nrdied and roofed. Tlie new <Jur- 
bar is a lofty slruciurc, but of menu appearance; the audience- 
chamber, where Fntty Siling received us, is divided by pillars into 
three iKirts, for tlie accomiiiodatioii of the company at public diver¬ 
sions and naulches, who being arranged on cither side, see the 
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ftpccldi'tc in ilie ctutrsi division without interruption. On enter¬ 
ing thb aparlinent we found tliree chairs placed for ust and ano¬ 
ther covered witli criimon velrct for Fully Sihng, who soon cn- 
teredf and after the usual compliments we wwe seated p the embrace 
is only customary at a first meeting. Vi e were afterwards informed 
that Futiy Sibng's reason for not being present in the durbar to 
receive us, arose from a ftnesse of foolish pride, llmi lie might 
avoid the condescension of rising. The master of the ceremomes, 
and all the company introduced upon this occasion, were of rude 
and clownish appearance, with only two esceplipus: one. a manly 
handsome Paian, who commanded itm regular troops; the oUicr 
a Mahomedau officer of a similar dcscriptioTi. Two sets of danc- 
ing-girb were provided for our enterteinmenl: but though Brodera, 
or fVaj'oda, as freqnimlly called by the natives, is one of tiie most 
famous cities in India for these tolerated cuurteaans, and from 
Folly Sihng's general character, his ac(|naituance with tbeai is not 
very limited, none were of even passable Ijcauiy. They however 
dancml wdl, and one of them sang with more harmony and variety 
than usual. Our visit was protracted undl near mkkight. by a 
joHg private conference, which Fully Silmg had requested Sb 
Charles to have wUh luroself and hb principal mmister in a wpiu 
rate apartment. The public visit was closed, as customary, wiili 
a retiifix of presents. 

3iarlv the next morning we j>roc«de<1 to Jarodc, the fast stage 
in the Brodcni purgunna, where the Guiewar dominion Icrminates, 
and Mhadajee Siodia*s commences. Near Brodera the road is 
good, and the country of tlial pleasing description already men¬ 
tioned; all the rest presented a dreary aspect, wiiUout an acre in 
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cultivjTtiuD. Jo liilfi marcli of iwcke iniks» we crossed Uie dry 
bed of a small river, called tlic SufC^. Jarodc is the place where 
Sind la’s army was eiicaiin>ed on General Goddard *"4 ean)|Kiigo i 
the English army occupied ttw: grouad near Camfah, from whence 
they followed the Mahmtta chief, In ho^ of bringing him to an 
action, fbr whicli he shewed no ioGlinaUon. In front ot Jariide rs 
as exoellcnl tank, at lliis advanced season abounding with water. 

On Ojc Sdlh we mamlied deepen mites to Hatool, the first pnrt 
uncultivated and dreary, but about half way the dawn of momlitg 
presented a bcaiitiftil landscape i to the finfett fields and richest 
woods was added a channing variety of forest scenery, witli an ex¬ 
cellent road winding dirough h, Tbo morning air, peifumcd by 
numberless flowering shnibi, and a serenade from bulbuls and 
other warblers, rendered the sylvan scene complete, until we 
leacLed Ilatool, a large village belonging to Sindta, five miles from 
Powarghurr. Our enejunpoiEnt commanded a grand view of that 
stupendous rock; for a rock it certainly is, from llte foot to the 
aumoiit i which, ns also tlm ascent to tt, U atroagly fortified at 
cunvenienl places: but what generally appears ai a distance to be 
an aruficwl forlificaUon, below die upper part, is all a imtuml 
defence, couaisting of *caq>c<i rock to a most formidable depd!. 
On ihesuraniM of the mountaiii is a Hindoo temple of some cele¬ 
brity l also the mausoleum of Peer Sujjun Scruiusi, a Maimmedun 
saint. A part of these religious edifices is said to be treed as store¬ 
houses. This fortress, which makes such a conspteuous appearunL'C 
from the plains of Guzerat, is commajidcd by Clullajee CuiUluui, 
who has been kiilcdar at this imporunt staiicm the lust five years. 

The city of Ciiaiupouccr, formerly Ute capital of the whole G use- 
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rat dhtrict* is situated at the foot of ilie mountain on the opposite 
side. We wished very macb to have seen it» but as we must have 
deviated cooslderabt? from our louie to gratify eurioslty, it was 
given up. There is a large tank near the village of iluholc, ad^ 
joining a grand mausoleum, said to have been built by Seconder 
Padfihaw^ consisting of two m^nUicent structures covered witli 
domes, and hve smaller, of the same construction, all of ndmirable 
workmanslup. Under each of the large domes is a marble tomb, 
without an inscription. Uie work on these tombs is exquisite. 

On the S7lh we pnMweded on our journey, having been fur¬ 
nished from Chatnpouecr with an tulditional guard of ten Iboimen. 
We wished for an escort of cavalry horn Uie killedar, but most of 
bis troops being employed in collecting the revenues, und proLeci* 
mg the villages a^nst the Bbeds, a ifoublesome banditti, it was 
not in Ills power. 'V^'e were told when wc left Jarode, we should 
enter a country so full of woods ami thickets, as to be scarcely 
passable; nud so infested with Tobbem that our buggnge wonld be 
constantly iu danger of being pillaged: in this respect wc have 
been agiecaWy dbappointetl; llieroad hav ing been generally good, 
the country ptcasnnt, and not a robber to be seen. 'I'hb morning 
wc crossed the bet! of a river about a mile before we reached Ma. 
low; the stream was now atnail, and the scene nbounded with wild¬ 
fowl of various kinds. 

In the vicinity of Malow are large masses^of rocks, which seen 
through the trees resemble a cousidcrable village. On a neoict 
approach wc fouml them to consist of a multiplicity of separate 
rocks, in a vaiiety of shapes, forming a very singular and roman tin 
disposition. Wc had not previously seem a single slooe, and the 
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rockj we a/ierward& came lo, inaj be said to commence at 
Uiis spot* On the lop of lhe,largeit rock ia a Hiodoo temple, stir- 
mounllDg die trees bj which the masses are surrouiKled. Tliese 
an: of vartoas kinds; one bearing a fruit in size and ouiward ap¬ 
pearance like the orange, with a thick cortes, smiilar to tlie cvmiif 
or wood-apple of Guzerati it is called the seeds resem* 

blc those of the pomcgnuiaie, arc ezceedinglj gummj, and are used 
medicinally in duxes. Like the mango, when green they are pre¬ 
served in salt and water, and eaten as pickles. 

Such i* die state of warfare between dm inbabitanla of the 
different villages in diis country, that every boy of fourteen is 
armed, if you send for buUCT and eggs, the peasant brings 
Lbem with a drawn scitnelar. All the vUlagers we met bad cither 
n sword, or bows and arro^rs, somciiraes lioUi. 

After a gurney of iluiteen miles ilirtiugh a wild country, we 
encamped on die SSUi ul Secndec, on the river Gomah, the first 
village of iLe territory of die Uarre^i rajah, who having been 
previously in correspondence with Sir Cbarlrt, hud sent ono of his 
officers with an escort of five and twenty foot ami fourteen hoim, 
lo conduct us to his cajdtal l in consequence of which the Boroebe 
icmadar was sent back with his iwrty, Wc met many carls laden 
with grain, and overtook others proceeding to die interior with 
ceooa-nutsVram Jamboscer and the sca-coasls of Guxccat. 

niomitiHj llirec oclocki^ wc procecds^il lb rough a 

iWck forest uatil to ewae to a village called Coi-lah, samanded 
by cultivatioo. lu those wilds we passed a huge well, of howree, 
built by Damajee, the father of Fatty Sibng, on a spot where, flying 
with only filleen horremen, after the drendful battle of Panniput, 
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he iiad nearly pi'risiicil from th'irel. We llien crossed iLc !>ed of 
the Paniiali Ti^r, a broad stream which runs into ll*e Myhi, os do 
most of the rivers in this part of I lie country. Altera march of 
twelve miles wc arrived at llarr«*ali ,* the rajah tirwl iJjc best salute 
in his power to congratulate us, having aeui his duan, at the head 
of a body of cavalry, to meet and conduct us honourably into liis 
eapitaL 

On our through the jungTc, we passwl the chain of hills J 

running off from the high mountain of Powtigliur, seen from Dhu- 
boy at a great distance. They doiioi seem a regular taogp, being 
often intemipled, and sometimes separate, and have in genetaJ a 
woody and wild as^ct> oh a basis of rock. In many parts were 
large Hakes of a white sbiniag stone, which at a little distance ap¬ 
peared like cotton strewed through the valley, running through two 
ran<>es of similar rocky bills. 

Barreah stands in this valley on the river Panna, in a narrow 
spot. Just sufficiently large to contain tlie town between the foot 
of the hills. It is very neat, and contains iimny good houses, huiil 
of brick, and tiled. The inhaijitanls a ppeared decent and orderly ; 
the shop keepers well drirased, and the troops had a clean soldier¬ 
like appearance. 

The rajah having previously .minounccd liis jDiention, paid u» , 

a visit al six in the evening. lie was mounted on an elephant, hcU 
caparisoned, and brckught with him a parly ofseh^L friends. He 
seemed about thirty-five years of age, of a dignified mien, prepos¬ 
sessing matiners, and dressed witli taste. Hound his neck hung . 
several rows uf pearls, from wtience depended emeralds, diamomls, * 

and rubies, set in the shape of hearts, one above another, in the 
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centre of tirinp of pearl. The reiah’s name is Joivaot Sihng, 
of the Bajepoot tribe: hia family possessed Powa-ghurr srhw .1 
irus last subdued; five hundred of their adherents iveie kil)e*l on 
the stmt: one only of bis family survived, from whom this prm« 
is lineally descended. Mhadajee Sindia on hb last campaign m 
Gureret. in passing and repassing ihtongh the rajah's country, 
was so pleased with his attentions that he made hint many grate¬ 
ful reiluras, and presented him with the elephant on which he 

Veiled our tents* ► 

Tlicnest morning wc retnrned die rajah's vtstt. In passmg 

l,.rough d.e town the people prrawtd in front of dieir houses w h 
great aniiety to behold the fust European, they had probably 
* .crseen. The durbar is laige, but rude; it was well aUended, 
and a dancing-girl commeiiecd her song immediately on our bemg 
seated The thjah now eramined our dress, and every artmle 
about'us ; and was gcorl-naturedly inquislUve, espeeially regard- 
in. our watches, whose opemtion we csplainerl to Idm. small 
eompass afflsed to one of drem was matter of great surprise: but 
stdl more «. a .elesco,K-, carried by one of our «irvant. T1.e 
room in which die rajah received us growing too hot from the con¬ 
course of people continually pressing into it. he led u, into ano her 
apartment more airy and spacious. Here from a window which 
cLmanded an esiensive view, he diverted himself a tong lime 
with the spying-glass, calling in two or three of h« fevourue. to 
share his pleasure, telling them that die people walkmg at a dB- 
umcc could not even wiok iheir eye but he saw diem. On our 
.isinw to lake leave, he told us with a smile, that we were now in 
the riidsl of a wild country, prisoners at Ins pleasure We passeil 
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more ihaii two hours witli liim, and then retumcd to the tcnts^ 

where Uie ^ood>aaturcd prince paid us anotlier visit in the even* 
iiig. 

Rarrcaltf situated in a namow defile, is n liiucli frequented pass 
or thoroughfare, between Gitserat and ISfulwa * the tolls taJten at 
the town-gates generaJlj caeced twenty thousand rupees per an- 
nuuL. We left it on the 3Lsi of March, and soon re-entered u 
wild rocky country, similar to tJiat already described. Sleeping at 
a wretdlicd place called Cuuiiuareab, a mile from any water, at an 
early hour the nest morning we renewed our journey through the 
same wdds, which had now coiiUnued for iifty miles. Here we 
CTme to a deep pass, cut through the hills, which descended into 
a stony plain. M e had been told jnany rnghtful stories of Uie 
cruelty and depredations of the Bheeis, the wild inhabitants of the 
jungles and forests tbrotighj ''^hich wie had lately passed; but by 
due precaution we eacapedj Before day-break tliis morniug, after 
having passed the last fortjpcd Iiill whldi forms the limits of Jes- 
wam Siimg*s territory, and in a Ibreat near a fortresswhere Siiidia's 
domtuions commence, a most infernal yell suddenly iasiied from 
the deep ravines. Our guides informed us this was the noise al¬ 
ways made by the Bhecis previous to an attack, with the view' of 
lUroiving travellers into a fright am] confusion most favourable to 
their designs. We inimctliaiely set off at full galloj) to the brink 
of llic nearest gully whence the war-whoop seemed to issn^ where 
our alerincBs and the lighted matclies of the horsemen's pieces dis- 
conccrung them, they matle off a$ fast as possible. 'I’liis place we 
afterwards found to bc famous for these banditti; liere they esta¬ 
blish a sort of rendezvous, and lie in wail among iliickets and 
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Jiolloiv wajs, from whence liiejl spnng on In^vcllcrs^ in placea 
n-hcre no fiorse can follow thesi, Uor ev^ fool* ^ing strangers to 
die gfounil. Tliis d&jigcroiu sjfbt is also a iieuimlrelUTatiou bclwecii 
iwo iii(fe|>endenL powers* nc)|licr of wliom themselves re¬ 

sponsible for the rabiietics aid mnrrlers commitlWd by these ma- 
raudcis. Sir Charles used great precaution in ni^thiog through 
tliis countrjr, oioring liitnsejrwith the cavalry of his ipiard, and at* 
Ladling die regular infantryi tj the baggngr. 

Soon after descemliog da pass we arrived at Diuhuii* a town 
situated willuii another cin:b of hills, where the iirovince of Guze- 
mt ends, and Malwa eotnuieoci^. Dobud is by far die best town 
we have seen since leaving Brudenth; surronnded bj a high wall 
of no great strength, with two gates and a gurry, or citadd, form* 
ing an oblong 9<}uaie. 'Die Jlousea are built of brick, and the in¬ 
habitants respectable, especially a number of Mussulmnuns of the 
Borah triljc, who, like the Pnrsees, are seldom Ibmid in consider¬ 
able Dumbci's, but where llicre is something like an advantageous 
trade. 

The following day we travelled twelve miles to Taundah, a 
very fine village. The country though billy was open, and well 
euJtivated. We were th^re warned of an intended attack by the 
Bheels in our next mur|iing’5 route. Befom luidnight a jeinadar 
and four armed horsetueh arrived from die rajah of Jaboo, a petty 
prince in the neighbeu^od, who hearing of Jeswant Sibng*» 
civilities at Bsireah, wa^ willing to folbw his example, and sent 
Ilia (icopfe as ap additional escort on die next stage. We accord* 
ingly proceeded tofctlu^r ut the usual hour, and before day-break 
passed this perDoi’; out molestation ; no place could be 
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belier adapted ftvr bandiui, beitg covered bv thick forens, 
netted by deep r^Avines* and coc^mpassed by hiila. 

Having itscaiied dl difficuhies vc armed at oat .rents, pitched 
ttcar die village of Tandlah, in a |leaaaat country, with plenty e* 
^aUle gra^ng in the meadows, and peasants reaping an abundant 
crop of barley. Ii belonged to Biim Sibng, rajah of Jaboo, ot 
die Rhatore libc of Rajpooia, who jjaid us a visit in die evenmg, 
ividi a iiiimb4l of allcuda«ls» in a teller style than we had ex- 
pt^ted; araJng them were several TbpecUible Patan. Scmdinn, 
and Arab i^ccrs. Tlie rajah was a heavy w^rpidcnt young man, 
about five^d twenty years of age. well dpessed, and covered with 
umamentstj particularly several gold chains round Ins neck und 
acTOs-, bis/shoulders, with a profuskiu of bracelets- 

Puring the evening I had mimerous application^ (m advice and 
metliciues, which, for U.e credit of the embassy, I dUltibuted lilic. 

rally to all who required assistance. 

We irocr^ded early on (ho 4ih of April ^ Piilabnd, a stage 
of fottruLu miles: the lirsL pari through n liiUy cuuniry, but nei¬ 
ther «i /ligh nn'’ rocky as those we liud laaly [rassed. Tiic sod id 
the valfevs resembled finely sifted bteel^ ettlli, geiwmlly covered 
by IodIj dlicd ga»s, thidy scallcrt^d, reseiuhUng the 

biieh. Wc then ascended iwoloa> IdlU* in iiiiincdrate suixcssion, 
jiiid, from an ejitenfllvc plain on ibo suiymit. cottimnudcd a fine 
viewjf of the coonUy wc hml lately tfdvcffBcd, u tract of fifty 
ill length, and Gl\c«m b bmiidlti; Wnerailj lost to nil lUo 
purposes of culdvatton : a cover for w ild Wsis^. a?d the abode oi 
cruol bamUlli. A succession of hill andl dale bjmglil us from 
tlicQce to Piflabad. once the mart of Mala a, and jmeofUte most' 


colWiVi mull es m lUai pToviace^ now gn^&ily litiporCTiHiied 
anil I ' li ■ f' 

0«* -shi :• I ^ conltitued owr tnoniittg tuiirch, and pnssing 
r ifliur village, reachifid tlic baiik*i of the My hi, 
tiAcen miles Crotu PillHliad, llirtmgli a 
• I !!* , producing H-heal, buHcy, and nhundancif of 
. 1 . ‘thg opium, hut a utugnl&cc^t wHducss charac* 

' h lo this cnlebraled river. Tlie bed is about a 
^ d, hat ilie sireaiu, soiaiciu liic'season, every 
4Ud .n some places disconiinuctl. We crossed at 
£f^i(iral pa^es from Oojerti (Or lijen) to Guacral. 
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* ^ ' ^s on each aide nro very deep, and the road 

j-i' H i jks on each side the river are., genemHy of 
:; ,'ioaite the pa^ k^lui euunetioe, well ctiicu- 
' / ;^;t6iruct an cnctny')» pussage from Guaenit to 
.1 ::i and inaccesMble rctreuta ncHr the banks of 
ilaCt' WdercES naionuus fur their dcpredalitrepi 
^ great preumspoouan. Indeed at the outset 
plan of em-utnpfncnt, and a very strict and 
r;;:4 t’lf n estabUsiicd.j^'f n 

lie fif ihi we procoo^Dil to Eajoud, a large jremin* 
to a Ilajport, tfamod Kej^uoe Sthng, on 
, where w oocaunjed ufieir a match of 

^ - Viiin plHee is ^Ijoni iou ctiss from the source of the 
Myhu .mi'lioDBe num tlisL of the Cal/>Scr. Tire former e at a 
place cteil^lfefciafipp^ra tibU, Ua^jeice, tlreintier near two vil¬ 
lages wid Uiidnar. A Uihdoo temple is built over the 

spring fiT illv uiiix winch it falls in a beauLifid cascade into 
i; i ‘ 


fc", i 





4 natural bascui of rock* Aftcri seeing the nu5n\:“*t f -ng' 
uud stniill rivnleJs which disemljoguc into the M ill, fwget 

wonderAil that its IfiipctuouB totreiii, in the r»iH •-s+Lij 
carrv “lltHvn such acjuanlitj oi titnhcr* catde ^ * il ge*» 

itui] somelimea their inhahltams, from the inu- ■ **i plair.i. 

The general piotluce «»t llic coutili>' Wau ti x 
been juarree, wheats barley, chena, hemp, k^'l - hut 

none in great abundanoef nor indtcalive of a h- r t -'t ilrtlHai, 

I pass over a number of disputes and tiiu-rTOi* i j *f« the 
jounmU between Holcar. Blum Sihng, andeti-r. |i <r :-i:ign 3 
in those distrinta. 'rbcse, and vanons hialfTHsJ ^ fU^ were 
'<t’^F®hHed by the Charruns, a caste of jicoplc TO^| ^flittltling 
ilie Bhaut> at Ncriad, Zinorc, and other parts oi' f! i w: ' f hur- 
Tuns were formerly said to live onljr in that pros t J ti j., 
years before several of the tribct during the dNras^- * * gfir s.'ouB 

famine, floil for subsblence to Alalwa, and d*' prtf' 

tcction of diflfercni ptiwHrs, Tlicy formed tUti Muiir ^ l Ulngts in 
the territory of Jaboo, Jeswant Sihng^ and llMfYuji'* '^Utej.eree* 
A village belonging to these Churruns, im the IuukI 
had been lately plundered hy a petty ■ '^n tlj 
their having assisted the Gracias lu their <!cp rda*f %n wme 
unjust demand, A party of Uie injured aicriimi| at 

the village wlierc wc encamped, on their wjsy 'e 
^ reparation ; which if lliey do not obtain, ievHrd y 
ing to the custom of their c^ie, arc deteniHijr *i to cti 
if ft city, and shed their blood at the do /jf iht * ivipk- who 
4e to redress their injuries. The guilt or th< (pd of this 
tribe is deemed an inexpiable crime, an.; .. ^cr>) i .^w vuree. 
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■tvivlijg Chiirruiis purpt»^ impairing tu liir 
f.n4 if aaancccssfut lh«E a)t>o, wilt renc^r 4 l»-* 
.. ptctg l(ic Euciificct of c)i*sp{iir F 
' ry cocutDiUatl in utir encanipiiit^nL, ibu 
< ■ iii» happened on the jaiimey, Mr. Criuo 
■ riett liii'iing lost Doi only hU paJauqtim bed^ 


ost wottlil have been irreinevabk'. 

>>fL ii,j ( occoivtil inr some dayji; on llie Sill of 

’ olj lioodnaour, liinougb an open tlnteoun- 
. [r. isp^ the IiiIIb and rugged uiicreune^ ivhicli 
j 1 L >1- landaos^^ daring ilie Fust fortnight, 'I'lie 
licit d' ‘ Jr^, r- I I U at Noulai, a Ftoge HourbUing lon n Ijo- 
longin|} ^indJa. with axntitl wuH und a ghurrt; it ts 

the 'jj a ' I' ^ udd^aWe pnigrmuatfx^ntaining an htindrcd 

and -'ivflivdi *41 • tim purl llirough wJiich they iniveUetl wa* 

well «oe«l,cropii of mmi Indiau gmiits, wlteai, 

barky Urn town rum the liiik rirer Clmmla; 

wliich. mnr ^ nid ^treapns yet passed, takes a north-easterly 
direction. ^ ii im:piitc*s this to tlieir haring cnilrely 

left the .‘lit high lands irom whence those riven lotik 

ibear rw^ '• • itMj furmed a barrier to ilie dux of wata' 
fiootb-we^ I ar <!ic.|ivere crossed in the ftjrmer part of the 
journey K- ' ‘all iitlti ^he Sttihi, so those in llieir future pro¬ 
s'^®*® ^ subsidiaries of ihe Jumua and the 

in the geography of Hindustan. 
r^.% i-t Ululleyrec, a rjllage iu a weij-cultiralcd 
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Am 

ynd plcntilvil cotiniry, Pa&aiug lUe Churala ibmii 

eJ^ii miles furibcr, Uicy came lo Uie CIwa**^ * 


rind of 
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stream, \v*likh rising near Indore, about I*'r ;.j flUtaol, 

takes a norih-casterly dtrecdon. and ialU m • il )w - «ear 
Dbolcpore. tn addition to the abnndiUlt erept > iWfley, 

juarree imd oUicr Indian grains, were laf^ bety 
poppt^, for.pptuin. TJic mode of extmciiii niil ^ 

drug from the poppy, of whieh tliere ,arr i1n4t k‘»r ^ 

, simple* Tbc peasants go cveiy evening in '* OdUi** *^ 

a sharp inslnimeni make three or four int ? ^ 

the poppy-head of seed; tUejiike. durii^ ir 
fiiUj from tlicse incisiorai and is tenafi' uMj t»i 
next morni ng with another instnitnefii lo ^ ^ 

it for Side* This country also produce 
uce. From the root of this tree when iwL*g H" i 

The largc'villagc of BuUeyrce is 

from scircnii btwAs Sowing nt ihb arii^' s«i Hi Ai;}o coon- 

try liurine llie laiier singes ww 

Um prminceof Mniw* « iti this te^pefl - iW. “S 

bsmd never to hnw known liic dislims •■I S-oJItfl on the 
contrary• generally considered as ftU 
olUcr countries, suffering under that 
emigrants from Manrar, and Coliya 
expertcnccd a great drought, were 
Oputilry. 

llie Villages in thb part of the Mj 
uroiy of mud: ihe flat roofs, walls. 
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[oaterkis: eucb house k eiieircled by a mud vaU, ovet which ils 
simbby U»p k just Visible : this ap^peamd i'iie raoi^ teiuarliuble in 
p4;>pulpuft viUnges, so near Utc cajiitui. On questioning the iuha^ 



iiuraj'iaMy nusvertjd no; jadding that lliey were ako proof against 
the hea.VK»t rain winch fe|l in that provin’ec. 

On iht lOtl. of April, dfter travdling thirteen tntlea and a half 
from Bo)lc\frec, nad croi’smg the'fine rirer Oumoer about half 


ivav, tU>y uFrired at Oojeh, ihc cuptial of Mhadjijee Sindia's part 


of Tlie rVud wjia e^ellcnt; the first si* lU;^ ihrougU a 

forts) 0 ^ L'KUbul tre^, the latter oyer a tieli fertile plain, aljound' 
ing wiUi|, r^nTarkably tom® deer. 

On ip; roacbhig the ejity Sir Charles Malet wus,. met by a de- 
pntatioij jy >m ibcgOTomt^, (for there wereUten two,) wlw etrt- 
dueted 'Tim tu dic’eiicaninmcnt on the ban^ of ihc river Sepot,^ 
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